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necessary, in giving an account of His life, for the evangelists first to 
trace His ancestry on the fleshly side, back to Abraham, and so 
stablish His identity as the Messiah. Matthew, therefore, begins with 
Abraham, and follows the genealogy down through David to Joseph, 
the reputed father of Christ. Matt. I: 1-16. By this he attempts to 
prove that Jesus is the heir of the everlasting covenant made with 
Abraham, and renewed to David. Gen. 17 : 7; 2 Sam.7 : 12-17; Isa. 
9: 6, 7. To this end he shows that Jesus stood in such family relations 
to Joseph as to have claim to all that belonged to him as the lineal 
descendant of Abraham. Luke, however, presents the ancestral line of 
Mary, inverting the order followed by Matthew, and tracing her 
lineage from Heli, her father, back through David and Abraham, to 
Adam, who was the son of God. Luke 3: 23-38. This record says that 
Christ was the "supposed " son of Joseph, but He was, in reality, the 
son, that is, the maternal grandson, of Heli, the son of Matthat, etc. It 
will be noticed that both genealogies unite in Abraham, making it 
doubly sure that Christ was the promised " Seed " of that patriarch. 
 

2. It seems that a divorce was easily obtained at that time. The form of 
such a bill among the Jews was called " Gett," and was written upon 
parchment by a Jewish notary, in the presence of one or more of the 
rabbis, and was to contain no more than twelve lines. It was not 
supposed to state the reason or reasons why the separation was 
decreed, but simply to say that the woman was discharged from all 
obligation to her former connection, and was free to marry 
whomsoever she pleased. 
 

3. The word " taxed " in the text comes from a word meaning to register 
or enrol, In such registrations it was necessary for each person to 
report for enrolment in the ancestral town. Joseph and Mary being 
both 'lineal descendants of David, they must repair to the "city of 
David" to be enrolled, according to the decree of the Roman emperor, 
whose subjects they were. 4. " And so it was " that Christ was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in fulfilment of the prophecy, when His mother 
was a resident of Nazareth in Galilee. This is but one of many 
examples of how decrees of nations or kings have been steps to the 
fulfilment of prophetic utterances. Not that God made kings issue 
such decrees, but He, seeing the " end from the beginning," could 
fully state beforehand the results of these mandates. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

SINCE the days of Abraham, the promises of God to men have been 
confined to the "Seed of Abraham." The record tells us that the 
promises were not to the seeds—or natural descendants of Abraham—
but to, and through, one Seed, who is Christ. Galatians 3:16, 29. While 
in the fleshly line Christ was to be counted as the "seed" of Abraham, in 
His divinity He was before Abraham (John 8:58), and was therefore his 
Lord and Saviour, the same as He is ours. But the fact that Christ was to 
be born in the flesh of Abraham's seed, and so to become possessor of 
the " promised land," made it necessary for Him to be born in that land, 
from whence was to flow to all nations the promised blessings to 
Abraham's seed. Gal. 3:7-9, 13, 14. 

The scenes of the life of Christ are therefore confined to the land of " 
Canaan," also termed Palestine. Allowing these names to apply to the 
entire territory covered by the twelve tribes of Israel, it embraces a sort 
of parallelogram of country with an area 
of nearly 12,000 square miles, or a territory about the size of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut combined. If, however, we confine 
Palestine to the country between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan 
River, between Mount Lebanon on the north, and the desert on the 
south, as is often done, we contract it to about 6,600 square miles in 
dimensions, or to a territory smaller than the state of Massachusetts by 
1,200 square miles. 

In this narrow compass of territory was the earthly work of Christ 
accomplished. To become familiar with each locality of this limited 
region ought not to be a large task, yet even this will require 
considerable patient research. But this should not be the  
principal object in studying the life of Christ. Every student of His life 
should study Christ Himself,—His character, His quiet demeanour, His 
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Side Texts to be 
studied with 

questions 

methods of labor for the uplifting of humanity, and His bearing under 
the stroke of persecution. In this way alone can the Student of the 
following lessons hope to be benefited. Study well the side texts in 
conjunction with the lessons. Study them at home all through the week, 
and the life of Christ will shine with new luster in your minds. They 
may not all of them seem to have direct bearing on the subject, but they 
will be found very helpful to all who desire to dig for hid treasures. The 
plan of placing these texts in the margin is a new one, which we trust 
will prove satisfactory and useful to students. Another new departure in 
this number of the LESSON QUARTERLY is the publication of a map 
of the country and places mentioned in the lesson scripture. We believe 
this feature will give added value to the QUARTERLY, and be greatly 
appreciated by our schools. 
 

 

Nazareth and Bethlehem, B. C. 5 
(Matthew. 1:1-25; Luke 1:26-35; 2:1-7) 

 

1. How is Christ introduced to the student of the New 
Testament ? Matthew. 1:1. See note 1.  
 

2. How did the birth of Christ come about? Verse 18. 
 

3. Who had previously visited Mary? Luke I : 26, 27 
 

4. By what name was she then instructed to call this 
promised Son? Verse 31. 
 

5. As the descendant of David, what was Jesus to receive ?  
Verse 32. 
 

6. By what other name was Jesus to be called ? What is its 
meaning ? Matthew. 1:23. 
 

7. Learning the apparent state of affairs, what did Joseph 
think of doing? Verse 19. See note 2. 
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Rom.9.:4,5;1:3,4; 
Gal. 4:4 

 

Isa.7:14 
 
 
Dan.8:16:9:21 

 

Luke 2:21:  
Acts 4:27 
 
 
 
2Sam.7:12; 
 
 
 

Jerm.23:5 
Ps.132:11; 
 
 

Rev3:7 

 

8. While in this state of mind, who appeared to Joseph? and 
how? Verse 20. 
 

9. By what words did the angel assure Joseph ? 
 

10. Why was the child's name to be Jesus? Verse 21. 
 

11. In all this, what prophecy was fulfilled? Verses 22, 23. 

 

12. What effect did this word from God have upon Joseph's 
mind ? Verse 24. 

13. Shortly after these things, what decree was issued by the 
Roman Emperor? Luke 2 :1. See note 3. 
 

14. Where did Joseph and Mary therefore go to be registered?  
Verses 3, 4. 
 

15. What soon took place after their arrival in Bethlehem ? 
Verses 6, 7. See note 4. 
 

16. What humble resting-place was assigned to Jesus?  
Verse 7. Why was this? 

 
 

 

"Desire of Ages," pp. 43, 44. 

 

 

 

1. In as much as Christ was to be manifested to the world as the 
"promised Seed" of Abraham (Gal. 3 : 16), it was absolutely 

READING 

NOTES 

Deut. 24:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts4:12 

 

John 1:14 
1Tim.3:16 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Luke1:27; 
1Sam.16;4-13; 
John7:42 

Micah 5:2; 
Matthew 2:6 

 

2Cor.8:9; 
Matthew 8:20 


