2. Mark and Luke speak of but one demoniac coming to Christ, while Matthew
introduces two. The lesson here given follows the two former accounts,
simply because they are more complete in detail. While two demoniacs were
present, probably one of them made the prominent demonstrations, which
would explain why only one is mentioned by the two evangelists.

3. "It was in mercy to the owners-of the swine that this loss had been permitted
to come upon them. They were absorbed in earthly things, and cared not for
the great interests of spiritual life. Jesus desired to break the spell of selfish
indifference, that they might accept His grace. But regret and indignation for
their temporal loss blinded their eyes to the Saviour's mercy."—Desire of
Ages, p338, 339.

4. Jesus readily complied with the selfish request of the Gergesenes to leave
their coasts, even though He was deprived of the needed rest He had sought in
crossing the lake; for He knew that, although He was to be absent in person,
the restored demoniac would proclaim the truth instead. The record states that
he " began to publish in Decapolis," meaning ten cities, the things Jesus had
done for" him. Pliny says that this district reached from Damascus on the
north to Philadelphia on the south, and from Scythopolis on the west to
Canatha on the east. Six other cities than those here mentioned were included:
Hippos, Gadara, Pella, Gerasa, Dion, and Raphana. All of these cities except
Scythopolis were on the east side of the Jordan. "The two restored demoniacs
were the first missionaries whom Christ sent to preach the Gospel in the
region of Decapolis. For a few moments only these men had been privileged
to hear the teachings of Christ. Not one sermon from His lips had ever fallen
upon their ears. They could not instruct the people as the disciples who had
been daily with Christ were able to do. But they bore in their own persons the
evidence that Jesus was the Messiah. They could tell what they knew, what
they themselves had seen and heard and felt of the power of Christ. This is
what every one can do whose heart has been touched by the grace of God. . .
This is the witness for which our Lord calls, and for want, of which the world
is perishing."—Desire of Ages, p. 340.

5. These " minstrels " were hired mourners, who kept up continual discord on
wind instruments, accompanied with wild howls of lamentation. The number
of these mourners was in proportion to the wealth of the afflicted family.
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LESSON 24 —THE DEMONIACS, AND
OTHER MIRACLES OF HEALING

Julie 17, 1899.
Gergesa, Capernaum, and Gennesaret.

Side Texts to be
(Matt. 8 : 28-34 ; 9 : 18-26 ; Mark 5:1-43.) studied with
questions
1. CHRIST having stilled the tempest, where did He and His Luke 8 : 26.
disciples soon land? Mark 5: 1. See note 1.
2. Upon landing from the boat, who met the Saviour? Verses 2-5. | Matt. 8: 28.
See note 2
. Matt. 8 : 29.
3. How did he approach Jesus? Verses 6, 7.
4. Why did the demoniac thus address Christ ? Verse 8. Luke 8 : 29.
5. When asked his name, what reply did the suffering man make?
Verse 9.
6. What request was then asked in behalf of the demons? Luke 8 31
Verse 10.
7. Where did the demons desire to go? Verses 11, 12.
8. What was the result of their being permitted to enter the swine?
Verses 13, 14. See note 3.
9. In consequence of the extended report by the swine-herders, Luke 8 : 37.
how many came to meet Jesus ? Matt. 8 : 34.
10. When the people saw what was done, how were they affected?
Mark 5: 15-17.
11. As Jesus was complying with the people's request, what earnest
plea was made by the restored man? With what result? Verses
18-20. See note 4.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Upon returning to the other side of the lake, how did the people
there receive Jesus? Luke 8: 40.

Just then who came to Jesus? With what request? Verses 41, 42.

Tell the story of the woman who touched the garment of Christ
while He was on His way to the ruler's house. Verses 43-48.

During this circumstance, what message was brought to Jesus
from the ruler's house? Verse 49.

Upon hearing this, what comforting words did Jesus address to
the ruler? Verse 50.

Arriving at the house, what did Jesus find ? Matt. 9 : 23.
See note 5.

Having put out the noisy throng, what did the Lord then do?
Mark 5: 40, 41, 37,

What followed the Lord's words? How were the child's parents
touched ? Verse 42.

What charge was then given them? V. 43

READING

Luke 8: 26-56;
"Desire of Ages," pp. 337-342

NOTES

Mark 5: 21..

Mark 5 : 22, 23
Matt. 9: 18.

Mark 5: 26-28.

Mark 5 36.

Mark 5: 38, 39.

Luke 8 : 56.

Gadara was the fortified 'capital of Perea, the " country of the Gadarenes" or
Gergesenes. It was about eight miles southeast from Tiberias. The present
ruins of the city are about two miles in circumference. The tombs were in the
sides of the cliffs, round about the city, some of which are still preserved, and

used by Arabs for dwellings.




