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Lesson 1

The Letter to the Hebrews and
to Us

Sabbath Afternoon, December 25

Study carefully the first chapter of Hebrews. Become interested in the
Scriptures. Read and study them diligently. “In them ye think ye have
eternal life,” Christ said, “and they are they which testify of Me” It means
everything to us to have an experimental and individual knowledge of
God and of Jesus Christ, “whom He hath sent” “For this is life eternal, that
they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou
hast sent.”—Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 404.

Men, women, and youth, God requires you to possess moral courage,
steadiness of purpose, fortitude and perseverance, minds that cannot take
the assertions of another, but which will investigate for themselves before
receiving or rejecting, that will study and weigh evidence, and take it to
the Lord in prayer. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
... This petition for wisdom is not to be a meaningless prayer, out of mind
as soon as finished. It is a prayer that expresses the strong, earnest desire
of the heart, arising from a conscious lack of wisdom to determine the will
of God.

After the prayer is made, if the answer is not realized immediately, do
not weary of waiting and become unstable. Waver not. Cling to the
promise, “Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it” Like the
importunate widow, urge your case, being firm in your purpose. Is the
object important and of great consequence to you? It certainly is. Then
waver not, for your faith may be tried. If the thing you desire is valuable,
it is worthy of a strong, earnest effort. You have the promise; watch and
pray. Be steadfast and the prayer will be answered; for is it not God who



has promised? If it costs you something to obtain it you will prize it the
more when obtained. ... A caution is here given not to become weary, but
to rest firmly upon the promise. If you ask, He will give you liberally and
upbraid not.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, pp. 130, 131.

While in the world, the Christian will meet with adverse influences.
There will be provocations to test the temper; and it is by meeting these in
a right spirit that the Christian graces are developed. If injuries and insults
are meekly borne, if insulting words are responded to by gentle answers,
and oppressive acts by kindness, this is evidence that the Spirit of Christ
dwells in the heart, that sap from the living Vine is flowing to the
branches. We are in the school of Christ in this life, where we are to learn
to be meek and lowly of heart; and in the day of final accounts we shall
see that all the obstacles we meet, all the hardships and annoyances that
we are called to bear, are practical lessons in the application of principles
of Christian life. If well endured, they develop the Christlike in the
character and distinguish the Christian from the worldling.—Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 5, p. 344.



Sunday, December 26: A Glorious Beginning

Through His Holy Spirit the voice of God has come to us continually in
warning and instruction, to confirm the faith of the believers in the Spirit
of prophecy. Repeatedly the word has come, Write the things that I have
given you to confirm the faith of My people in the position they have
taken. Time and trial have not made void the instruction given, but
through years of suffering and self-sacrifice have established the truth of
the testimony given. The instruction that was given in the early days of
the message is to be held as safe instruction to follow in these its closing
days. ... If we study carefully the second chapter of Hebrews we shall learn
how important it is that we hold steadfastly to every principle of truth
that has been given.—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, July 18, 1907.

Christ determined that when He ascended from this earth He would
bestow a gift on those who had believed on Him and those who should
believe on Him. What gift could He bestow rich enough to signalize and
grace His ascension to the mediatorial throne? It must be worthy of His
greatness and His royalty. He determined to give His representative, the
third person of the Godhead. This gift could not be excelled. He would
give all gifts in one, and therefore the divine Spirit, that converting,
enlightening, and sanctifying power, would be His donation. ... It came
with a fullness and power, as if for ages it had been restrained, but was
now being poured forth upon the church.

Believers were reconverted. Sinners united with Christians seeking the
pearl of great price. ... Every Christian saw in his brother the divine
similitude of benevolence and love. One interest prevailed. One object
swallowed up all others. Every pulse beat in healthy concert. The only
ambition of the believers was to see who could reveal most perfectly the
likeness of Christ’s character, who could do the most for the enlargement
of His kingdom.—My Life Today, p. 36.

When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the
life. Sinful thoughts are put away, evil deeds are renounced; love, humility,
and peace take the place of anger, envy, and strife. Joy takes the place of



sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven. No one sees the
hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend from the courts
above. The blessing comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God.
Then that power which no human eye can see creates a new being in the
image of God.

It is impossible for finite minds to comprehend the work of redemption.
Its mystery exceeds human knowledge; yet he who passes from death to
life realizes that it is a divine reality. The beginning of redemption we may
know here through a personal experience. Its results reach through the
eternal ages.—The Desire of Ages, p. 173.



Monday, December 27: The Struggle

From Olivet the Saviour beheld the storms about to fall upon the
apostolic church, and, penetrating deeper into the future, His eye
discerned the fierce, wasting tempests that were to beat upon His
followers in the coming ages of darkness and persecution. In a few brief
utterances, of awful significance, He foretold the portion which the rulers
of this world would mete out to the church of God. The followers of Christ
must tread the same path of humiliation, reproach, and suffering which
their Master trod. The enmity that burst forth against the world’s
Redeemer would be manifested against all who should believe on His
name.

The history of the early church testified to the fulfillment of the
Saviour’s words. The powers of earth and hell arrayed themselves against
Christ in the person of His followers. ... The fires of persecution were
kindled. Christians were stripped of their possessions and driven from
their homes. They “endured a great fight of afflictions” They “had trial of
cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment.” Hebrews 11:36.— The Story of Redemption, pp. 320, 321.

In Egypt a successful military leader and a favorite with the king and
the nation, [Moses] had been accustomed to receiving praise and flattery.
He had attracted the people to himself. He hoped to accomplish by his
own powers the work of delivering Israel. Far different were the lessons he
had to learn as God’s representative. As he led his flocks through the wilds
of the mountains and into the green pastures of the valleys, he learned
faith and meekness, patience, humility, and self-forgetfulness. He learned
to care for the weak, to nurse the sick, to seek after the straying, to bear
with the unruly, to tend the lambs, and to nurture the old and the feeble.

In this work Moses was drawn nearer to the Chief Shepherd. He
became closely united to the Holy One of Israel. No longer did he plan to
do a great work. He sought to do faithfully as unto God the work
committed to his charge. ... He knew God as a personal God, and, in
meditating upon His character he grasped more and more fully the sense



of His presence. He found refuge in the everlasting arms.—The Ministry of
Healing, pp. 474, 475.

Never is the tempest-tried soul more dearly loved by his Saviour than
when he is suffering reproach for the truth’s sake. When for the truth’s
sake the believer stands at the bar of unrighteous tribunals, Christ stands
by his side. All the reproaches that fall upon the human believer fall upon
Christ in the person of His saints. “I will love him,” said Christ, “and will
manifest myself to him” (John 14:21). Christ is condemned over again in
the person of His believing disciples. When for the truth’s sake the
believer is incarcerated in prison walls, Christ manifests Himself to him
and ravishes his heart with His love. When he suffers death for the sake of
Christ, Christ says to him, They may kill the body, but they cannot hurt
the soul. “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).—
That I May Know Him, p. 275.



Tuesday, December 28: Malaise

You may accomplish much for your brethren if you will hide in God
and let His Spirit soften your spirit. You have a hard class to meet. They
are filled with bitter prejudice, but no more so than was Saul. God can
work mightily for your brethren if you do not allow yourself to get in the
way and hedge up your own path. Let melting love, pity, and tenderness
dwell in your heart while you labor. You may break down the iron walls of
prejudice if you only cling to Christ. ...

You must not, as God’s servant, be too easily discouraged by difficulties
or by the fiercest opposition. Go forth, not in your own name, but in the
might and power of Israel’s God. Endure hardness as a good soldier of the
cross of Christ. Jesus endured the contradiction of sinners against Himself.
Consider the life of Christ and take courage, and press on in faith, courage,
and hope.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 434.

Instead of matters taking a more favorable turn, wicked men, seducing
teachers, will grow worse and worse, deceiving themselves and deceiving
others. We may expect greater opposition than has yet been experienced.
... We must now make Christ our refuge, or in the days before us our souls
will be overwhelmed with darkness and despair. There is a point beyond
which human help cannot avail. Every one must live by faith as he is
forced into close and apparently deadly conflict with the powers of
darkness. Each must stand or fall for himself. The arrows of the destroyer
are about to be hurled against the faithful ones, and no earthly power can
turn aside the shaft. But could our eyes be opened we could see angels of
God encircling the righteous, that no harm may come upon them. ...

We must look to Jesus, study His words, pray for His spirit. We should
be more frequently alone with God in meditation and prayer. Let us pray
more and talk less. We cannot trust to our own wisdom, our own
experience, our own knowledge of the truth; we must be daily learners,
looking to our heavenly Teacher for instruction, and then, without regard
to ease, pleasure, or convenience, we must go forward, knowing that He is
faithful who has called.—Our High Calling, p. 362.



Whenever one 1is encompassed with clouds, perplexed by
circumstances, or afflicted by poverty or distress, Satan is at hand to tempt
and annoy. He attacks our weak points of character. He seeks to shake our
confidence in God, who suffers such a condition of things to exist. We are
tempted to distrust God, to question His love. Often the tempter comes to
us as he came to Christ, arraying before us our weakness and infirmities.
He hopes to discourage the soul and to break our hold upon God. Then he
is sure of his prey. If we would meet him as Jesus did, we should escape
many a defeat. By parleying with the enemy we give him an advantage.—
In Heavenly Places, p. 256.



Wednesday, December 29: Press Together

Elijah’s retreat on Mount Horeb, though hidden from man, was known
to God; and the weary and discouraged prophet was not left to struggle
alone with the powers of darkness that were pressing upon him. At the
entrance to the cave wherein Elijah had taken refuge, God met with him,
through a mighty angel sent to inquire into his needs and to make plain
the divine purpose for Israel.

Not until Elijah had learned to trust wholly in God could he complete
his work for those who had been seduced into Baal worship. The signal
triumph on the heights of Carmel had opened the way for still greater
victories; yet from the wonderful opportunities opening before him, Elijah
had been turned away by the threat of Jezebel. The man of God must be
made to understand the weakness of his present position as compared
with the vantage ground the Lord would have him occupy.—Prophets and
Kings, p. 167.

We can do nothing without courage and perseverance. Speak words of
hope and courage to the poor and the disheartened. If need be, give
tangible proof of your interest by helping them when they come into strait
places. Those who have had many advantages should remember that they
themselves still err in many things, and that it is painful to them when
their errors are pointed out and there is held up before them a comely
pattern of what they should be. Remember that kindness will accomplish
more than censure.—The Ministry of Healing, p. 196.

Satan has ability to suggest doubts and to devise objections to the
pointed testimony that God sends, and many think it a virtue, a mark of
intelligence in them, to be unbelieving and to question and quibble. Those
who desire to doubt will have plenty of room. God does not propose to
remove all occasion for unbelief. He gives evidence, which must be
carefully investigated with a humble mind and a teachable spirit, and all
should decide from the weight of evidence. ... God gives sufficient
evidence for the candid mind to believe; but he who turns from the weight
of evidence because there are a few things which he cannot make plain to
his finite understanding will be left in the cold, chilling atmosphere of



unbelief and questioning doubts, and will make shipwreck of faith.—
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp. 675, 676.

When a person becomes of age, we expect from him a corresponding
intelligence, according to his years and opportunities. ... But if we expect
this manifestation of growing intelligence in the child, as he advances in
years, should we not also expect to see the Christian grow in grace and
experience? ...

God does not desire you to remain novices. He needs in His work
everything that you can gain here in the lines of mental culture and clear
discernment. He desires to have you reach the very highest round of the
ladder, and then step off it into the kingdom of God.

—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 330.



Thursday, December 30: These Last Days

Just what Christ was to John in his exile He will be to His people who
are made to feel the hand of oppression for the faith and testimony of
Jesus Christ. ... These were driven by the storm and tempest of persecution
to the crevices of the rocks, but were hiding in the Rock of Ages; and in
the fastnesses of the mountains, in the caves and dens of the earth, the
Saviour reveals His presence and His glory. Yet a little while, and He that
is to come will come and will not tarry. His eyes as a flame of fire
penetrate into the fast-closed dungeons and hunt out the hidden ones, for
their names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. These eyes of the
Saviour are above us, around us, noting every difficulty, discerning every
danger; and there is no place where His eyes cannot penetrate, no sorrows
and sufferings of His people where the sympathy of Christ does not reach.
—That I May Know Him, p. 360.

“Hold fast.” This does not mean, Hold fast to your sins; but, Hold fast to
the comfort, the faith, the hope, that God has given you in His Word.
Never be discouraged. A discouraged man can do nothing. Satan is
seeking to discourage you, telling you it is of no use to serve God, that it
does not pay, and that it is just as well to have pleasure and enjoyment in
this world. But “what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?” You may have worldly pleasure at the
expense of the future world; but can you afford to pay such a price?

We are to “hold fast” and live up to all the light we receive from
heaven. Why? Because God wants us to grasp the eternal truth, and act as
His helping hand by communicating the light to those who are not
acquainted with His love for them. When you gave yourself to Christ, you
made a pledge in the presence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—
the three great personal Dignitaries of heaven. “Hold fast” to this pledge.—
Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 959.

You may have your choice as to who shall rule your heart and control
your mind. If you choose to open the door to the suggestions of the evil
one, your mind will be filled with distrust and rebellious questioning. You



may talk out your feelings, but every doubt you utter is a seed that will
germinate and bear fruit in another’s life, and it will be impossible to
counteract the influence of your words. You may be able to recover from
your season of temptation ... , but others that have been swayed by your
influence may not be able to escape from the unbelief you have suggested.
How important it is that we speak to those around us only those things
which will give spiritual strength and enlightenment!—That I May Know
Him, p. 228.



Friday, December 31: For Further Reading

Selected Messages, “To Have Lamps Trimmed and Burning,” book 1, pp.
189, 190;
The Acts of the Apostles, “Written From Rome,” pp. 475, 476.



Lesson 2

The Message of Hebrews

Sabbath Afternoon, January 1

In this life we must meet fiery trials and make costly sacrifices, but the
peace of Christ is the reward. There has been so little self-denial, so little
suffering for Christ’s sake, that the cross is almost entirely forgotten. We
must be partakers with Christ of His sufferings if we would sit down in
triumph with Him on His throne. So long as we choose the easy path of
self-indulgence and are frightened at self-denial, our faith will never
become firm, and we cannot know the peace of Jesus nor the joy that
comes through conscious victory. ...

Oh, for a living, active faith! We need it; we must have it, or we shall
faint and fail in the day of trial. The darkness that will then rest upon our
path must not discourage us or drive us to despair. It is the veil with
which God covers His glory when He comes to impart rich blessings. We
should know this by our past experience. In that day when God has a
controversy with His people this experience will be a source of comfort
and hope.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 215.

Christ has made every provision for us to be strong. He has given us
His Holy Spirit, whose office is to bring to our remembrance all the
promises that Christ has made, that we may have peace and a sweet sense
of forgiveness. If we will but keep our eyes fixed on the Saviour, and trust
in His power, we shall be filled with a sense of security; for the
righteousness of Christ will become our righteousness. ...

We dishonor Him by talking of our inefficiency. Instead of looking at
ourselves, let us constantly behold Jesus, daily becoming more and more
like Him, more and more able to talk of Him, better prepared to avail
ourselves of His kindness and helpfulness, and to receive the blessings
offered us.



As we thus live in communion with Him, we grow strong in His
strength, a help and a blessing to those around us.—Messages to Young
People, p. 107.

The greatest victories ... [are those] which are gained in the audience
chamber with God, when earnest, agonizing faith lays hold upon the
mighty arm of power. When Jacob found himself utterly prostrate and in a
helpless condition, he poured out his soul to God in an agony of
earnestness. The angel of God pleaded to be released, but Jacob would not
let go his hold. The stricken man, suffering bodily pain, presented his
earnest supplication with the boldness which living faith imparts. “T will
not let Thee go,” he said, “except Thou bless me.” ...

Living faith must grasp the promises unflinchingly, and then many may
come from close communion with God with shining faces, saying, as did
Jacob: “T have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.”— Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 4, pp. 443, 444.



Sunday, January 2: Jesus Is Our King

The sophistry and falsehood by which [Satan] had sought to hinder the
work of Jesus, the hatred manifested through the children of disobedience,
his cruel accusations against Him whose life was one of unexampled
goodness, all sprang from deep-seated revenge. The pent-up fires of envy
and malice, hatred and revenge, burst forth on Calvary against the Son of
God, while all heaven gazed upon the scene in silent horror.

When the great sacrifice had been consummated, Christ ascended on
high, refusing the adoration of angels until He had presented the request:
“T will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am”
John 17:24. Then with inexpressible love and power came forth the answer
from the Father’s throne: “Let all the angels of God worship Him.”
Hebrews 1:6. Not a stain rested upon Jesus. His humiliation ended, His
sacrifice completed, there was given unto Him a name that is above every
name.— The Great Controversy, pp. 501, 502.

As Paul beheld Christ in His power, he broke out into exclamations of
admiration and amazement: “Without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up
into glory” “By him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers; all things were created by him, and for him.
And he is before all things, and by him all things consist”—Lift Him Up, p.
34.

We are now standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. A
crisis is before us, such as the world has never witnessed. And sweetly to
us, as to the first disciples, comes the assurance that God’s kingdom ruleth
over all. The program of coming events is in the hands of our Maker. The
Majesty of heaven has the destiny of nations, as well as the concerns of
His church, in His own charge. The divine Instructor is saying to every
agent in the accomplishment of His plans, as He said to Cyrus, I girded
thee, though thou hast not known Me.” Isaiah 45:5. ...



He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the
accomplishment of His designs, will carry forward His own work. He will
thwart the purposes of wicked men, and will bring to confusion the
counsels of those who plot mischief against His people. He who is the
King, the Lord of hosts, sitteth between the cherubim, and amid the strife
and tumult of nations He guards His children still. He who ruleth in the
heavens is our Saviour. He measures every trial, He watches the furnace
fire that must test every soul. When the strongholds of kings shall be
overthrown, when the arrows of wrath shall strike through the hearts of
His enemies, His people will be safe in His hands.—Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, p. 121.



Monday, January 3: Jesus Is Our Mediator

About forty days after the birth of Christ, Joseph and Mary took Him to
Jerusalem, to present Him to the Lord, and to offer sacrifice. This was
according to the Jewish law, and as man’s substitute Christ must conform
to the law in every particular. He had already been subjected to the rite of
circumcision, as a pledge of His obedience to the law. ...

... The law provided that if the parents were too poor to bring a lamb, a
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering, the
other for a sin offering, might be accepted.

The offerings presented to the Lord were to be without blemish. These
offerings represented Christ, and from this it is evident that Jesus Himself
was free from physical deformity. He was the “lamb without blemish and
without spot” 1 Peter 1:19. His physical structure was not marred by any
defect; His body was strong and healthy. And throughout His lifetime He
lived in conformity to nature’s laws. Physically as well as spiritually, He
was an example of what God designed all humanity to be through
obedience to His laws.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 50, 51.

The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the sanctuary above is as
essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon the cross. By His
death He began that work which after His resurrection He ascended to
complete in heaven. We must by faith enter within the veil, “whither the
forerunner is for us entered.” Hebrews 6:20. There the light from the cross
of Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer insight into the
mysteries of redemption. The salvation of man is accomplished at an
infinite expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to the broadest
demands of the broken law of God. Jesus has opened the way to the
Father’s throne, and through His mediation the sincere desire of all who
come to Him in faith may be presented before God.—The Great
Controversy, p. 4809.

Shrouded in the pillar of cloud, the world’s Redeemer held communion
with Israel. Let us not say, then, that they had not Christ. When the people



thirsted in the wilderness, and gave themselves up to murmuring and
complaint, Christ was to them what He is to us—a Saviour full of tender
compassion, the Mediator between them and God. After we have done our
part to cleanse the soul temple from the defilement of sin, Christ’s blood
avalils for us, as it did for ancient Israel.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The
SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1061.



Tuesday, January 4: Jesus Is Our Champion

The Lord God through Jesus Christ holds out His hand all the day long
in invitation to the sinful and fallen. He will receive all. He welcomes all.
It is His glory to pardon the chief of sinners. He will take the prey from
the mighty, He will deliver the captive, He will pluck the brand from the
burning. He will lower the golden chain of His mercy to the lowest depths
of human wretchedness, and lift up the debased soul contaminated with
sin.

Every human being is the object of loving interest to Him who gave His
life that He might bring men back to God. Souls guilty and helpless, liable
to be destroyed by the arts and snares of Satan, are cared for as a shepherd
cares for the sheep of his flock.—The Ministry of Healing, pp. 161, 162.

Every man is free to choose what power he will have to rule over him.
None have fallen so low, none are so vile, but that they can find
deliverance in Christ. The demoniac, in place of prayer, could utter only
the words of Satan; yet the heart’s unspoken appeal was heard. No cry
from a soul in need, though it fail of utterance in words, will be unheeded.
Those who will consent to enter into covenant relation with the God of
heaven are not left to the power of Satan or to the infirmity of their own
nature. They are invited by the Saviour, “Let him take hold of My strength,
that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me.”
Isaiah 27:5. The spirits of darkness will battle for the soul once under their
dominion, but angels of God will contend for that soul with prevailing
power. The Lord says, “Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the
lawful captive delivered? ... Thus saith the Lord, Even the captives of the
mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered:
for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy
children.” Isaiah 49:24, 25.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 258, 259.

The work of conquering evil is to be done through faith. Those who go
into the battlefield will find that they must put on the whole armor of
God. The shield of faith will be their defense and will enable them to be

more than conquerors. Nothing else will avail but this—faith in the Lord of



hosts, and obedience to His orders. Vast armies furnished with every other
facility will avail nothing in the last great conflict. Without faith, an angel
host could not help. Living faith alone will make them invincible and
enable them to stand in the evil day, steadfast, unmovable, holding the
beginning of their confidence firm unto the end.—Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, pp. 182, 183.



Wednesday, January 5: Jesus Is Our High Priest

Christ is spoken of as walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks.
Thus is symbolized His relation to the churches. He is in constant
communication with His people. He knows their true state. He observes
their order, their piety, their devotion. Although He is high priest and
mediator in the sanctuary above, yet He is represented as walking up and
down in the midst of His churches on the earth. With untiring
wakefulness and unremitting vigilance, He watches to see whether the
light of any of His sentinels is burning dim or going out. If the
candlesticks were left to mere human care, the flickering flame would
languish and die; but He is the true watchman in the Lord’s house, the
true warden of the temple courts. His continued care and sustaining grace
are the source of life and light.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 586.

God is approached through Jesus Christ, the Mediator, the only way
through which He forgives sins. God cannot forgive sins at the expense of
His justice, His holiness, and His truth. But He does forgive sins and that
fully. There are no sins He will not forgive in and through the Lord Jesus
Christ. This is the sinner’s only hope, and if he rests here in sincere faith,
he is sure of pardon and that full and free. There is only one channel and
that is accessible to all, and through that channel a rich and abundant
forgiveness awaits the penitent, contrite soul and the darkest sins are
forgiven.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol.
7, pp. 912, 913.

Christ does not acknowledge any caste, color, or grade as necessary to
become a subject of His kingdom. Admittance to His kingdom does not
depend upon wealth or a superior heredity. But those who are born of the
Spirit are the subjects of His kingdom. Spiritual character is that which
will be recognized by Christ. His kingdom is not of this world. His
subjects are those who are partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust. And this grace is given
them of God. Christ does not find His subjects fitted for His kingdom, but
He qualifies them by His divine power. Those who have been dead in



trespasses and sins are quickened to spiritual life. The faculties which God
has given them for holy purposes are refined, purified, and exalted, and
they are led to form characters after the divine similitude. ...

... As a servant looks to his master, and as a maid looks to her mistress,
so [they], drawn by the cords of love to Christ, constantly look unto Him
who is the Author and Finisher of their faith. By beholding Jesus, by
obeying His requirements, they increase in the knowledge of God and of
Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. Thus they become changed into His
image from character to character until they are distinguished from the
world, and it can be written of them: “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light” (1 Peter 2:9).—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 52.



Thursday, January 6: Jesus Mediates a Better Covenant

“Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have
such an High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens; a Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 8:1, 2.

Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new covenant. The sanctuary of
the first covenant was pitched by man, built by Moses; this is pitched by
the Lord, not by man. In that sanctuary the earthly priests performed their
service; in this, Christ, our great High Priest, ministers at God’s right
hand. One sanctuary was on earth, the other is in heaven.—The Great
Controversy, p. 413.

When Jesus speaks of the new heart, He means the mind, the life, the
whole being. To have a change of heart is to withdraw the affections from
the world, and fasten them upon Christ. To have a new heart is to have a
new mind, new purposes, new motives. What is the sign of a new heart?—
a changed life. There is a daily, hourly dying to selfishness and pride.

Then a spirit of kindness will be manifested, not by fits and starts, but
continually. There will be a decided change in attitude, in deportment, in
words and actions toward all with whom you are in any way connected.
You will not magnify their infirmities, you will not place them in an
unfavorable light. You will work in Christ’s lines. ...

God’s power alone can change a heart of stone to a heart of flesh.—Sons
and Daughters of God, p. 100.

To be pardoned in the way that Christ pardons is not only to be
forgiven, but to be renewed in the spirit of our mind. The Lord says, “A
new heart will I give unto thee.” The image of Christ is to be stamped upon
the very mind, and heart, and soul. The apostle says, “And we have the
mind of Christ” Without the transforming process which can come alone
through divine power, the original propensities to sin are left in the heart
in all their strength, to forge new chains, to impose a slavery that can
never be broken by human power. ...



When Christ comes, the balances of heaven will weigh the character,
and decide whether it is pure, sanctified, and holy. ...

Happiness is the result of holiness, and conformity to the will of God.
Those who would be saints in heaven, must first be saints upon the earth;
for when we leave this earth, we shall take our character with us, and this
will be simply taking with us some of the elements of heaven imparted to
us through the righteousness of Christ. ...

The experience that follows complete surrender to God, is

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.—Reflecting Christ, p. 303.



Friday, January 7: For Further Reading

Reflecting Christ, “Christ Sacrificed Himself For Us,” p. 17;
The Acts of the Apostles, “Corinth,” pp. 245, 246.



Lesson 3

The Promised Son

Sabbath Afternoon, January 8

The angels of God were commissioned to visit the fallen pair and
inform them that although they could no longer retain possession of their
holy estate, their Eden home, because of their transgression of the law of
God, yet their case was not altogether hopeless. They were then informed
that the Son of God, who had conversed with them in Eden, had been
moved with pity as He viewed their hopeless condition, and had
volunteered to take upon Himself the punishment due to them, and die for
them that man might yet live, through faith in the atonement Christ
proposed to make for him. Through Christ a door of hope was opened,
that man, notwithstanding his great sin, should not be under the absolute
control of Satan. Faith in the merits of the Son of God would so elevate
man that he could resist the devices of Satan. Probation would be granted
him in which, through a life of repentance and faith in the atonement of
the Son of God, he might be redeemed from his transgression of the
Father’s law.—The Story of Redemption, pp. 46, 47.

Christ in His ministry had opened the minds of His disciples to these
prophecies; “beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself” Luke 24:27.
Peter in preaching Christ had produced his evidence from the Old
Testament. Stephen had pursued the same course. And Paul also in his
ministry appealed to the scriptures foretelling the birth, sufferings, death,
resurrection, and ascension of Christ. By the inspired testimony of Moses
and the prophets he clearly proved the identity of Jesus of Nazareth with
the Messiah and showed that from the days of Adam it was the voice of
Christ which had been speaking through patriarchs and prophets.

Plain and specific prophecies had been given regarding the appearance
of the Promised One. To Adam was given an assurance of the coming of



the Redeemer. The sentence pronounced on Satan, “I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15), was to our
first parents a promise of the redemption to be wrought out through
Christ.—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 221, 222.

It had been difficult even for the angels to grasp the mystery of
redemption—to comprehend that the Commander of heaven, the Son of
God, must die for guilty man. When the command was given to Abraham
to offer up his son, the interest of all heavenly beings was enlisted. With
intense earnestness they watched each step in the fulfillment of this
command. When to Isaac’s question, “Where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” Abraham made answer, “God will provide Himself a lamb;” and
when the father’s hand was stayed as he was about to slay his son, and the
ram which God had provided was offered in the place of Isaac—then light
was shed upon the mystery of redemption, and even the angels
understood more clearly the wonderful provision that God had made for
man’s salvation. 1 Peter 1:12.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 155.



Sunday, January 9: In These Last Days

Fellow pilgrim, we are still amid the shadows and turmoil of earthly
activities; but soon our Saviour is to appear to bring deliverance and rest.
Let us by faith behold the blessed hereafter as pictured by the hand of
God. He who died for the sins of the world is opening wide the gates of
Paradise to all who believe on Him. Soon the battle will have been fought,
the victory won. Soon we shall see Him in whom our hopes of eternal life
are centered. And in His presence the trials and sufferings of this life will
seem as nothingness. The former things “shall not be remembered, nor
come into mind” “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath
great recompense of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little
while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry” “Israel shall
be saved ... with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor
confounded world without end.” Isaiah 65:17; Hebrews 10:35-37; Isaiah
45:17.—Prophets and Kings, pp. 731, 732.

As the sinner, drawn by the power of Christ, approaches the uplifted
cross, and prostrates himself before it, there is a new creation. A new
heart is given him. He becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. Holiness
finds that it has nothing more to require. God Himself is “the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus” Romans 3:26. And “whom He justified,
them He also glorified” Romans 8:30. Great as is the shame and
degradation through sin, even greater will be the honor and exaltation
through redeeming love. To human beings striving for conformity to the
divine image there is imparted an outlay of heaven’s treasure, an
excellency of power, that will place them higher than even the angels who
have never fallen.—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 163.

In His promises and warnings, Jesus means me. God so loved the world,
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that I by believing in Him, might not
perish, but have everlasting life. The experiences related in God’s word are
to be my experiences. Prayer and promise, precept and warning, are mine.
... As faith thus receives and assimilates the principles of truth, they



become a part of the being and the motive power of the life. The word of
God, received into the soul, molds the thoughts, and enters into the
development of character.

By looking constantly to Jesus with the eye of faith, we shall be
strengthened. God will make the most precious revelations to His
hungering, thirsting people. They will find that Christ is a personal
Saviour. As they feed upon His word, they find that it is spirit and life. The
word destroys the natural, earthly nature, and imparts a new life in Christ
Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes to the soul as a Comforter. By the
transforming agency of His grace, the image of God is reproduced in the
disciple; he becomes a new creature.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 390, 391.



Monday, January 10: God Has Spoken to Us By His Son

The Scriptures clearly indicate the relation between God and Christ,
and they bring to view as clearly the personality and individuality of each.

The personality of the Father and the Son, also the unity that exists
between Them, are presented in the seventeenth chapter of John, in the
prayer of Christ for His disciples:

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on
Me through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may
believe that Thou hast sent Me.” John 17:20, 21.

The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy
the personality of either. They are one in purpose, in mind, in character,
but not in person. It is thus that God and Christ are one.—The Ministry of
Healing, pp. 421, 422.

Satan is determined that men shall not see the love of God which led
Him to give His only-begotten Son to save a lost race; for it is the
goodness of God that leads men to repentance. O how shall we succeed in
setting forth before the world the deep, precious love of God? In no other
way we can compass it except by exclaiming, “Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God” (1 John 3:1). Let us say to sinners, “Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). By presenting Jesus
as the representative of the Father, we shall be able to dispel the shadow
that Satan has cast upon our pathway, in order that we shall not see the
mercy and inexpressible love of God as manifested in Jesus Christ. Look at
the cross of Calvary. It is a standing pledge of the boundless love, the
measureless mercy of the heavenly Father.—Selected Messages, book 1, p.
156.

In the kingdom of God, position is not gained through favoritism. It is
not earned, nor is it received through an arbitrary bestowal. It is the result
of character. The crown and the throne are the tokens of a condition



attained—tokens of self-conquest through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Long afterward, when John had been brought into sympathy with
Christ through the fellowship of His sufferings, the Lord Jesus revealed to
him what is the condition of nearness to His kingdom. “To him that
overcometh,” Christ said, “will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne”
Revelation 3:21. The one who stands nearest to Christ will be he who has
drunk most deeply of His spirit of self-sacrificing love. ... love that moves
the disciple, as it moved our Lord, to give all, to live and labor and sacrifice
even unto death, for the saving of humanity.—The Acts of the Apostles, p.
543.



Tuesday, January 11: “He Is the Radiance of the Glory of God!”

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a
distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of
heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the
adoring homage of the angels was received by Him as His right. This was
no robbery of God. “The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way,’
He declares, “before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from
the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was
brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water.
Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth:
while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part
of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when
he set a compass upon the face of the depth” (Proverbs 8:22-27).

There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was one with the
Father before the foundation of the world was laid. This is the light
shining in a dark place, making it resplendent with divine, original glory.
This truth, infinitely mysterious in itself, explains other mysterious and
otherwise unexplainable truths, while it is enshrined in light,
unapproachable and incomprehensible.—Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 247,
248.

The blessings of redeeming love our Saviour compared to a precious
pearl. He illustrated His lesson by the parable of the merchantman seeking
goodly pearls “who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and
sold all that he had, and bought it” Christ Himself is the pearl of great
price. In Him is gathered all the glory of the Father, the fullness of the
Godhead. He is the brightness of the Father’s glory and the express image
of His person. The glory of the attributes of God is expressed in His
character. Every page of the Holy Scriptures shines with His light. The
righteousness of Christ, as a pure, white pearl, has no defect, no stain. No
work of man can improve the great and precious gift of God. It is without
a flaw. In Christ are “hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”
Colossians 2:3. He is “made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30. All that can satisfy the



needs and longings of the human soul, for this world and for the world to
come, is found in Christ. Our Redeemer is the pearl so precious that in

comparison all things else may be accounted loss.—Christ’s Object Lessons,
p. 115.



Wednesday, January 12: Through Whom He Made the Universe

While God’s Word speaks of the humanity of Christ when upon this
earth, it also speaks decidedly regarding His pre-existence. The Word
existed as a divine being, even as the eternal Son of God, in union and
oneness with His Father. From everlasting He was the Mediator of the
covenant, the one in whom all nations of the earth, both Jews and
Gentiles, if they accepted Him, were to be blessed. “The Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Before men or angels were
created, the Word was with God, and was God.

The world was made by Him, “and without him was not any thing
made that was made” (John 1:3). If Christ made all things, He existed
before all things. The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that
no one need be left in doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the highest
sense. He was with God from all eternity, God over all, blessed
forevermore.—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 247.

In Christ were united the divine and the human—the Creator and the
creature. The nature of God, whose law had been transgressed, and the
nature of Adam, the transgressor, meet in Jesus—the Son of God, and the
Son of man. And having with His own blood paid the price of redemption,
having passed through man’s experience, having in man’s behalf met and
conquered temptation, having, though Himself sinless, borne the shame
and guilt and burden of sin, He becomes man’s Advocate and Intercessor.
What an assurance here to the tempted and struggling soul, what an
assurance to the witnessing universe, that Christ will be “a merciful and
faithful high priest’!—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 926.

The mechanism of the human body cannot be fully understood; it
presents mysteries that baffle the most intelligent. It is not as the result of
a mechanism, which, once set in motion, continues its work, that the pulse
beats and breath follows breath. In God we live and move and have our
being. The beating heart, the throbbing pulse, every nerve and muscle in



the living organism, is kept in order and activity by the power of an ever-
present God.

The Bible shows us God in His high and holy place, not in a state of
inactivity, not in silence and solitude, but surrounded by ten thousand
times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of holy beings, all waiting
to do His will. Through these messengers He is in active communication
with every part of His dominion. By His Spirit He is everywhere present.
Through the agency of His Spirit and His angels He ministers to the
children of men.

Above the distractions of the earth He sits enthroned; all things are
open to His divine survey; and from His great and calm eternity He orders
that which His providence sees best.—The Ministry of Healing, p. 417.



Thursday, January 13: “Today | Have Begotten You”

When Christ bowed on the banks of Jordan, after His baptism, the
heavens, were opened, and the Spirit descended in the form of a dove, like
burnished gold, and encircled Him with its glory; and the voice of God
from the highest heaven was heard, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The prayer of Christ in man’s
behalf opened the gates of heaven, and the Father had responded,
accepting the petition for the fallen race. Jesus prayed as our substitute
and surety, and now the human family may find access to the Father
through the merits of His well-beloved Son. ...

The word that was spoken to Jesus at the Jordan ... embraces humanity.
God spoke to Jesus as our representative. With all our sins and
weaknesses, we are not cast aside as worthless. ... The glory that rested
upon Christ is a pledge of the love of God for us. It tells us of the power of
prayer—how the human voice may reach the ear of God, and our petition
find acceptance in the courts of heaven. ... The light which fell from the
open portals upon the head of our Saviour will fall upon us as we pray for
help to resist temptation. The voice which spoke to Jesus says to every
believing soul, This is My beloved child, in whom I am well pleased. ... Our
Redeemer has opened the way so that the most sinful, the most needy, ...
may find access to the Father.—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 83.

God has adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has
carried the same into the highest heaven. It is the “Son of man” who
shares the throne of the universe. It is the “Son of man” whose name shall
be called, “Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. The I AM is the Daysman between God
and humanity, laying His hand upon both. He who is “holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners,” is not ashamed to call us brethren.
Hebrews 7:26; 2:11. In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven
are bound together. Christ glorified is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in
humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of Infinite Love.—The
Desire of Ages, pp. 25, 26.



The Son of God died for those who had no claim on His love. For us He
suffered all that Satan could bring against Him.

Wonderful—almost too wonderful for man to comprehend—is the
Saviour’s sacrifice in our behalf. ... When we realize that His suffering was
necessary in order to secure our eternal well-being, our hearts are touched
and melted. He pledged Himself to accomplish our full salvation in a way
satisfactory to the demands of God’s justice, and consistent with the
exalted holiness of His law.

No one less holy than the Only Begotten of the Father, could have
offered a sacrifice that would be efficacious to cleanse all—even the most
sinful and degraded—who accept the Saviour as their atonement and
become obedient to Heaven’s law. Nothing less could have reinstated man
in God’s favor.—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 309.



Friday, January 14: For Further Reading

In Heavenly Places, “Breaking the Power of Death,” p. 44;
The Faith I Live By, “A Personal God,” p. 40.



Lesson 4

Jesus, Our Faithful Brother

Sabbath Afternoon, January 15

[Christ] came to this world in human form, to live a man amongst men.
He assumed the liabilities of human nature, to be proved and tried. In His
humanity He was a partaker of the divine nature. In His incarnation He
gained in a new sense the title of the Son of God. Said the angel to Mary,
“The power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke
1:35). While the Son of a human being, He became the Son of God in a
new sense. Thus He stood in our world—the Son of God, yet allied by birth
to the human race.

Christ came in human form to show the inhabitants of the unfallen
worlds and of the fallen world that ample provision has been made to
enable human beings to live in loyalty to their Creator.—Selected Messages,
book 1, pp. 226, 227.

[Christ] was tempted in all points like as man is tempted, yet He is
called “that holy thing” It is a mystery that is left unexplained to mortals
that Christ could be tempted in all points like as we are, and yet be
without sin. The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and will ever remain
a mystery. That which is revealed, is for us and for our children, but let
every human being be warned from the ground of making Christ
altogether human, such an one as ourselves; for it cannot be. The exact
time when humanity blended with divinity, it is not necessary for us to
know. We are to keep our feet on the Rock Christ Jesus, as God revealed in
humanity.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol.
5, pp. 1128, 1129.

Christ laid aside His royal robe, His kingly crown, and His high
command, and stepped down, down, down, to the lowest depths of



humiliation. Bearing human nature, He met all the temptations of
humanity and in our behalf defeated the enemy on every point.

All this He did that He might bring men power by which they might be
overcomers. “All power,” He says, “is given unto Me.” Matthew 28:18. And
this He gives to all who will follow Him. They may demonstrate to the
world the power that there is in the religion of Christ for the conquest of
self.

“Learn of Me,” Christ says, “and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”
Matthew 11:29. Why do we not learn of the Saviour every day? Why do
we not live in constant communion with Him, so that in our connection
with one another we can speak and act kindly and courteously? Why do
we not honor the Lord by manifesting tenderness and love for one
another? If we speak and act in harmony with the principles of heaven,
unbelievers will be drawn to Christ by their association with us.—
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 190.



Sunday, January 16: The Brother as a Redeemer

Of Christ’s relation to His people, there is a beautiful illustration in the
laws given to Israel. When through poverty a Hebrew had been forced to
part with his patrimony, and to sell himself as a bondservant, the duty of
redeeming him and his inheritance fell to the one who was nearest of kin.
See Leviticus 25:25, 47-49; Ruth 2:20. So the work of redeeming us and our
inheritance, lost through sin, fell upon Him who is “near of kin” unto us. It
was to redeem us that He became our kinsman. Closer than father,
mother, brother, friend, or lover is the Lord our Saviour. “Fear not.” He
says, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art
Mine.” “Since thou wast precious in My sight, thou hast been honorable,
and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for
thy life” Isaiah 43:1, 4.

Christ loves the heavenly beings that surround His throne; but what
shall account for the great love wherewith He has loved us? We cannot
understand it, but we can know it true in our own experience.—The Desire
of Ages, p. 327.

[Christ] passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply
the healing remedy to every soul. ... He sought to inspire with hope the
roughest and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that
they might become blameless and harmless, attaining such a character as
would make them manifest as the children of God.

Often He met those who had drifted under Satan’s control, and who
had no power to break from his snare. To such a one, discouraged, sick,
tempted, fallen, Jesus would speak words of tenderest pity, words that
were needed and could be understood. Others He met who were fighting a
hand-to-hand battle with the adversary of souls. These He encouraged to
persevere, assuring them that they would win; for angels of God were on
their side and would give them the victory.—The Faith I Live By, p. 98.

Meek and lowly was the life of Christ. He chose this life that He might
help the human family. He did not take His place upon a throne as
Commander of the whole earth. He laid aside His royal robe, He laid off



His kingly crown, that He might be made one of the human family. He
took not on Him the nature of angels. His work was not the priestly office
after the appointments of men. It was impossible for man to understand
His exalted position, unless the Holy Spirit should make it known. For our
sake, He clothed His divinity with humanity, and stepped down from the
royal throne. He resigned His position as Commander in the heavenly
courts, and for our sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might
be made rich. Thus, He hid His glory under the guise of humanity, that He
might touch humanity with His divine, transforming power.—The Upward
Look, p. 67



Monday, January 17: Not Ashamed to Call Them Brothers

Moses was fitted to take pre-eminence among the great of the earth, to
shine in the courts of its most glorious kingdom, and to sway the scepter
of its power. His intellectual greatness distinguishes him above the great
men of all ages. As historian, poet, philosopher, general of armies, and
legislator, he stands without a peer. Yet with the world before him, he had
the moral strength to refuse the flattering prospects of wealth and
greatness and fame, “choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.”

Moses had been instructed in regard to the final reward to be given to
the humble and obedient servants of God, and worldly gain sank to its
proper insignificance in comparison. The magnificent palace of Pharaoh
and the monarch’s throne were held out as an inducement to Moses; but
he knew that the sinful pleasures that make men forget God were in its
lordly courts. He looked beyond the gorgeous palace, beyond a monarch’s
crown, to the high honors that will be bestowed on the saints of the Most
High in a kingdom untainted by sin. He saw by faith an imperishable
crown that the King of heaven would place on the brow of the overcomer.
This faith led him to turn away from the lordly ones of earth and join the
humble, poor, despised nation that had chosen to obey God rather than to
serve sin.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 246.

Jesus teaches us to call His Father our Father. He is not ashamed to call
us brethren. Hebrews 2:11. So ready, so eager, is the Saviour’s heart to
welcome us as members of the family of God, that in the very first words
we are to use in approaching God He places the assurance of our divine
relationship, “Our Father”

Here is the announcement of that wonderful truth, so full of
encouragement and comfort, that God loves us as He loves His Son. This is
what Jesus said in His last prayer for His disciples, Thou “hast loved them,
as Thou hast loved Me.” John 17:23.

The world that Satan has claimed and has ruled over with cruel
tyranny, the Son of God has, by one vast achievement, encircled in His
love and connected again with the throne of Jehovah. Cherubim and



seraphim, and the unnumbered hosts of all the unfallen worlds, sang
anthems of praise to God and the Lamb when this triumph was assured.
They rejoiced that the way of salvation had been opened to the fallen race
and that the earth would be redeemed from the curse of sin. How much
more should those rejoice who are the objects of such amazing love!—
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, pp. 103, 104.



Tuesday, January 18: Flesh and Blood Like Us

Was the human nature of the Son of Mary changed into the divine
nature of the Son of God? No; the two natures were mysteriously blended
in one person—the man Christ Jesus. In Him dwelt all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily. When Christ was crucified, it was His human nature that
died. Deity did not sink and die; that would have been impossible. Christ,
the sinless One, will save every son and daughter of Adam who accepts
the salvation proffered them, consenting to become the children of God.
The Saviour has purchased the fallen race with His own blood.

This is a great mystery, a mystery that will not be fully, completely
understood in all its greatness until the translation of the redeemed shall
take place. Then the power and greatness and eflicacy of the gift of God to
man will be understood. But the enemy is determined that this gift shall be
so mystified that it will become as nothingness.—Ellen G. White
Comments, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1113.

The mysteries of redemption, embracing Christ’s divine-human
character, His incarnation, His atonement for sin, could employ the pens
and the highest mental powers of the wisest men from now until Christ
shall be revealed in the clouds of heaven in power and great glory. But
though these men should seek with all their power to give a
representation of Christ and His work, the representation would fall far
short of the reality. ...

The theme of redemption will employ the minds and tongues of the
redeemed through everlasting ages. The reflection of the glory of God will
shine forth forever and ever from the Saviour’s face.—Lift Him Up, p. 76.

Christ humbled Himself to stand at the head of humanity, to meet the
temptations and endure the trials that humanity must meet and endure.
He must know what humanity has to meet from the fallen foe, that He
might know how to succor those who are tempted. ...

We have a character to maintain, but it is the character of Christ... May
the Lord help us to die to self, and be born again, that Christ may live in



us, a living, active principle, a power that will keep us holy.—My Life
Today, p. 335.

Our souls are to be surrounded by the atmosphere of heaven. Men and
women are to watch themselves; they are to be constantly on guard,
allowing no word or act that would cause their good to be evil spoken of.
He who professes to be a follower of Christ is to watch himself, keeping
himself pure and undefiled in thought, word, and deed. His influence upon
others is to be uplifting. His life is to reflect the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness.

There is need that much time be spent in secret prayer, in close
communion with God. Thus only can victories be won. Eternal vigilance is
the price of safety.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, pp. 257,
258.



Wednesday, January 19: Perfected Through Sufferings

The Son of God came voluntarily to accomplish the work of atonement.
... Christ alone was free from the claims of the law to undertake the
redemption of the sinful race. He had power to lay down His life and to
take it up again. ...

... This glorious Being loved the poor sinner and took upon Himself the
form of a servant, that He might suffer and die in man’s behalf. Jesus
might have remained at His Father’s right hand, wearing His kingly crown
and royal robes. But He chose to exchange all the riches, honor, and glory
of heaven for the poverty of humanity, and His station of high command
for the horrors of Gethsemane and the humiliation and agony of Calvary.
He became a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, that by His
baptism of suffering and blood He might purify and redeem a guilty
world. “Lo, I come,” was the joyful assent, “to do Thy will, O My God.—
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, pp. 120, 121.

Seek Jesus with all lowliness and meekness. Do not try to draw the
attention of the people to yourselves. Let them lose sight of the
instrument, while you exalt Jesus. Talk of Jesus; lose self in Jesus. There is
too much bustle and stir about our religion, while Calvary and the cross
are forgotten.

We are in the greatest peril when we receive praise of one another,
when we enter into a confederacy to exalt one another. The great burden
of the Pharisees was to secure the praise of men; and Christ told them that
that was all the reward they would ever receive. Let us take up our
appointed work and do it for Christ; if we suffer privation, let it be for His
sake. Our divine Lord was made perfect through suffering. Oh, when shall
we see men laboring as He labored!—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p.
133.

How can we ever be in doubt and uncertainty, and feel that we are
orphans? It was in behalf of those who had transgressed the law that Jesus
took upon Him human nature; He became like unto us, that we might
have everlasting peace and assurance. We have an Advocate in the



heavens, and whoever accepts Him as a personal Saviour is not left an
orphan to bear the burden of his own sins.

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God.” “And if children, then heirs;
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him,
that we may be also glorified together” “It doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him;
for we shall see Him as He is.” 1 John 3:2; Romans 8:17.

The very first step in approaching God is to know and believe the love
that He has to us (1 John 4:16); for it is through the drawing of His love
that we are led to come to Him.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, pp.

104, 105.



Thursday, January 20: The Brother as a Model

Exemplify in the life the lessons given by Christ in His Sermon on the
Mount. This will make a deeper impression and have a more lasting
influence upon minds than will the sermons given from the pulpit. You
may not be able to speak eloquently to those you desire to help; but if you
speak modestly, hiding self in Christ, your words will be dictated by the
Holy Spirit; and Christ, with whom you are co-operating, will impress the
heart.

Exercise that faith which works by love and sanctifies the soul. Let
none now make the Lord ashamed of them because of their unbelief. ...
Looking unto Jesus, not only as our Example, but as the Author and
Finisher of our faith, let us go forward, having confidence that He will
supply strength for every duty.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 472.

By acquaintance and association with Christ we may become like Him,
the one faultless Example.

Communion with Christ—how unspeakably precious! Such communion
it is our privilege to enjoy if we will seek it, if we will make any sacrifice
to secure it. When the early disciples heard the words of Christ, they felt
their need of Him. They sought, they found, they followed Him. They were
with Him in the house, at the table, in the closet, in the field. They were
with Him as pupils with a teacher, daily receiving from His lips lessons of
holy truth. They looked to Him as servants to their master, to learn their
duty. They served Him cheerfully, gladly. They followed Him, as soldiers
follow their commander, fighting the good fight of faith. “And they that
are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful” ...

... This conformity to Jesus will not be unobserved by the world. It is a
subject of notice and comment. The Christian may not be conscious of the
great change; for the more closely he resembles Christ in character the
more humble will be his opinion of himself; but it will be seen and felt by
all around him. Those who have had the deepest experience in the things
of God are the farthest removed from pride or self-exaltation. They have
the humblest thoughts of self, and the most exalted conceptions of the
glory and excellence of Christ. They feel that the lowest place in His



service is too honorable for them.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp.
222, 223.

Christ came to break the shackles of sin-slavery from the soul. “If the
Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” “The law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” sets us “free from the law of sin and death”
Romans 8:2.

In the work of redemption there is no compulsion. No external force is
employed. Under the influence of the Spirit of God, man is left free to
choose whom he will serve.—The Desire of Ages, p. 466.



Friday, January 21: For Further Reading

In Heavenly Places, “Wonderful Condescension!” p. 40;
Steps to Christ, “Consecration,” pp. 43, 44.



Lesson 5

Jesus, the Giver of Rest

Sabbath Afternoon, January 22

God gave to men the memorial of His creative power, that they might
discern Him in the works of His hand. The Sabbath bids us behold in His
created works the glory of the Creator. And it was because He desired us
to do this that Jesus bound up His precious lessons with the beauty of
natural things. On the holy rest day, above all other days, we should study
the messages that God has written for us in nature. We should study the
Saviour’s parables where He spoke them, in the fields and groves, under
the open sky, among the grass and flowers. As we come close to the heart
of nature, Christ makes His presence real to us, and speaks to our hearts
of His peace and love.—Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 25, 26.

The Sabbath was hallowed at the creation. As ordained for man, it had
its origin when “the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy” Job 38:7. Peace brooded over the world; for earth was in
harmony with heaven. “God saw everything that He had made, and,
behold, it was very good;” and He rested in the joy of His completed work.
Genesis 1:31.

Because He had rested upon the Sabbath, “God blessed the seventh day,
and sanctified it,’—set it apart to a holy use. He gave it to Adam as a day of
rest. It was a memorial of the work of creation, and thus a sign of God’s
power and His love. The Scripture says, “He hath made His wonderful
works to be remembered” “The things that are made declare “the
invisible things of Him since the creation of the world,” “even His
everlasting power and divinity.” Genesis 2:3; Psalm 111:4; Romans 1:20, R.
V...

To all who receive the Sabbath as a sign of Christ’s creative and
redeeming power, it will be a delight. Seeing Christ in it, they delight
themselves in Him. The Sabbath points them to the works of creation as



an evidence of His mighty power in redemption.—The Desire of Ages, pp.
281, 289.

In the kingdom of God, [we shall] be constantly discerning new depths
in the plan of salvation. All the redeemed saints will see and appreciate as
never before the love of the Father and the Son, and songs of praise will
burst forth from immortal tongues. He loved us, He gave His life for us.
With glorified bodies, with enlarged capacities, with hearts made pure,
with lips undefiled, we shall sing the riches of redeeming love. There will
be no suffering ones in heaven, no skeptics whom we must labor to
convince of the reality of eternal things, no prejudices to uproot, but all
will be susceptible to that love which passeth knowledge. Rest, thank God,
there is a rest for the people of God, where Jesus will lead the redeemed
into green pastures, by the streams of living waters which make glad the
city of our God. Then the prayer of Jesus to His Father will be answered: “I
will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am.”—
That I May Know Him, p. 371.



Sunday, January 23: The Land as a Place of Rest

The message of God came to Abraham, “Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will
show thee” In order that God might qualify him for his great work as the
keeper of the sacred oracles, Abraham must be separated from the
associations of his early life. The influence of kindred and friends would
interfere with the training which the Lord purposed to give His servant.
Now that Abraham was, in a special sense, connected with heaven, he
must dwell among strangers. His character must be peculiar, differing
from all the world. He could not even explain his course of action so as to
be understood by his friends. Spiritual things are spiritually discerned, and
his motives and actions were not comprehended by his idolatrous kindred.

“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went” Hebrews 11:8. Abraham’s unquestioning
obedience is one of the most striking evidences of faith to be found in all
the Bible. To him, faith was “the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” Verse 1. Relying upon the divine promise,
without the least outward assurance of its fulfillment, he abandoned home
and kindred and native land, and went forth, he knew not whither, to
follow where God should lead.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 126.

No other institution which was committed to the Jews tended so fully
to distinguish them from surrounding nations as did the Sabbath. God
designed that its observance should designate them as His worshipers. It
was to be a token of their separation from idolatry, and their connection
with the true God. But in order to keep the Sabbath holy, men must
themselves be holy. Through faith they must become partakers of the
righteousness of Christ. When the command was given to Israel,
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,” the Lord said also to them,
“Ye shall be holy men unto Me” Exodus 20:8; 22:31. Only thus could the
Sabbath distinguish Israel as the worshipers of God.

As the Jews departed from God, and failed to make the righteousness of
Christ their own by faith, the Sabbath lost its significance to them. Satan



was seeking to exalt himself and to draw men away from Christ, and he
worked to pervert the Sabbath, because it is the sign of the power of
Christ.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 283, 284.

Make God your entire dependence. When you do otherwise, then it is
time for a halt to be called. Stop right where you are, and change the order
of things. ... In sincerity, in soul-hunger, cry after God. Wrestle with the
heavenly agencies until you have the victory. Put your whole being into
the Lord’s hands soul, body, and spirit, and resolve to be His loving,
consecrated agency, moved by His will, controlled by His mind, infused by
His Spirit ... then you will see heavenly things clearly.—Sons and
Daughters of God, p. 105.



Monday, January 24: Because of Unbelief

Cannot we who are living in the time of the end realize the importance
of the apostle’s words: “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God”? [Hebrews 3:12]

Upon us is shining the accumulated light of past ages. The record of
Israel’s forgetfulness has been preserved for our enlightenment. In this age
God has set His hand to gather unto Himself a people from every nation,
kindred, and tongue. In the advent movement He has wrought for His
heritage, even as He wrought for the Israelites in leading them from
Egypt. In the great disappointment of 1844 the faith of His people was
tested as was that of the Hebrews at the Red Sea. Had the Adventists in
the early days still trusted to the guiding Hand that had been with them in
their past experience, they would have seen of the salvation of God. If all
who had labored unitedly in the work of 1844 had received the third
angel’s message and proclaimed it in the power of the Holy Spirit, the
Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts. A flood of light
would have been shed upon the world. Years ago the inhabitants of the
earth would have been warned, the closing work would have been
completed, and Christ would have come for the redemption of His people.
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, pp. 115, 116.

The land to which we are traveling is in every sense far more attractive
than was the land of Canaan to the children of Israel. ... What stayed their
progress just in sight of the goodly land? ... It was their own willful
unbelief that turned them back. They were unwilling to risk anything
upon the promises of God. ... The history of the children of Israel is
written as a warning to us “upon whom the ends of the world are come”
We are standing, as it were, upon the very borders of the heavenly
Canaan. We may, if we will, look over on the other side and behold the
attractions of the goodly land. If we have faith in the promises of God we
shall show in conversation and in deportment that we are not living for
this world, but are making it our first business to prepare for that holy
land.—That I May Know Him, p. 169.



Make it a rule never to utter one word of doubt or discouragement. You
can do much to brighten the life of others and strengthen their efforts, by
words of hope and holy cheer.

There is many a brave soul sorely pressed by temptation, almost ready
to faint in the conflict with self and with the powers of evil. Do not
discourage such a one in his hard struggle. Cheer him with brave, hopeful
words that shall urge him on his way. Thus the light of Christ may shine
from you. “None of us liveth to himself” Romans 14:7. By our unconscious
influence others may be encouraged and strengthened.—Steps to Christ, pp.
119, 120.



Tuesday, January 25: Today, If You Hear His Voice

When the Lord delivered His people Israel from Egypt and committed
to them His law, He taught them that by the observance of the Sabbath
they were to be distinguished from idolaters. It was this that made the
distinction between those who acknowledge the sovereignty of God and
those who refuse to accept Him as their Creator and King. “It is a sign
between Me and the children of Israel forever,” the Lord said. “Wherefore
the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.” Exodus 31:17, 16.

As the Sabbath was the sign that distinguished Israel when they came
out of Egypt to enter the earthly Canaan, so it is the sign that now
distinguishes God’s people as they come out from the world to enter the
heavenly rest. The Sabbath is a sign of the relationship existing between
God and His people, a sign that they honor His law. It distinguishes
between His loyal subjects and transgressors.—Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 6, pp. 349, 350.

The truth of God received into the heart is able to make you wise unto
salvation. In believing and obeying it you will receive grace sufficient for
the duties and trials of today. Grace for tomorrow you do not need. You
should feel that you have only to do with today. Overcome for today; deny
self for today; watch and pray for today; obtain victories in God for today.
Our circumstances and surroundings, the changes daily transpiring
around us, and the written word of God which discerns and proves all
things—these are sufficient to teach us our duty and just what we ought to
do, day by day.

—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 333.

Oh, if every one would only know by personal experience how much of
heaven’s promised rest can be secured to the soul, even now, by sincere
prayer. If one has not learned this lesson, every other lesson of life [had]
better not be learned till he shall learn in the school of Christ how to
master this lesson. ...



Oh what a theme to contemplate that man, depraved and lost in his
natural condition, may be renewed and saved by the gracious help that
Christ gives him in the gospel. The love of Jesus in the soul will drive out
the enemy who is seeking to take possession of man. Every trial patiently
borne, every blessing thankfully received, every temptation faithfully
resisted, will make you a strong man in Jesus Christ. All this grace may be
gained in the prayer of faith.

Lay hold upon strength from above. Even Jesus, when preparing for
some great trial, would resort to the solitude of the mountains and spend
the night in prayer to His Father.—This Day With God, p. 104.



Wednesday, January 26: Entering Into His Rest

A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of
feeling, but there should be an abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in
yourself; it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to His strength, your
ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. ...

We should not make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as to
whether we shall be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of
our strength. Commit the keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him.
Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss
your fears. Say with the apostle Paul, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Rest in
God. He is able to keep that which you have committed to Him. If you will
leave yourself in His hands, He will bring you off more than conqueror
through Him that has loved you.—A New Life, p. 40.

Thank God for the bright pictures which He has presented to us. Let us
group together the blessed assurances of His love, that we may look upon
them continually: The Son of God leaving His Father’s throne, clothing
His divinity with humanity, that He might rescue man from the power of
Satan; His triumph in our behalf, opening heaven to men, revealing to
human vision the presence chamber where the Deity unveils His glory;
the fallen race uplifted from the pit of ruin into which sin had plunged it,
and brought again into connection with the infinite God, and having
endured the divine test through faith in our Redeemer, clothed in the
righteousness of Christ, and exalted to His throne—these are the pictures
which God would have us contemplate.—Steps to Christ, p. 118.

Long have we waited for our Saviour’s return. But none the less sure is
the promise. Soon we shall be in our promised home. There Jesus will lead
us beside the living stream flowing from the throne of God and will
explain to us the dark providences through which on this earth He
brought us in order to perfect our characters. There we shall behold with
undimmed vision the beauties of Eden restored. Casting at the feet of the



Redeemer the crowns that He has placed on our heads and touching our
golden harps, we shall fill all heaven with praise to Him that sitteth on the
throne.—The Adventist Home, p. 544.



Thursday, January 27: A Foretaste of New Creation

In the beginning the Father and the Son had rested upon the Sabbath
after Their work of creation. When “the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them” (Genesis 2:1), the Creator and all
heavenly beings rejoiced in contemplation of the glorious scene. “The
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” Job
38:7. Now Jesus rested [in the tomb] from the work of redemption; and
though there was grief among those who loved Him on earth, yet there
was joy in heaven. Glorious to the eyes of heavenly beings was the
promise of the future. A restored creation, a redeemed race, that having
conquered sin could never fall,—this, the result to flow from Christ’s
completed work, God and angels saw. With this scene the day upon which
Jesus rested is forever linked. For “His work is perfect;” and “whatsoever
God doeth, it shall be forever” Deuteronomy 32:4; Ecclesiastes 3:14. When
there shall be a “restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3:21), the
creation Sabbath, the day on which Jesus lay at rest in Joseph’s tomb, will
still be a day of rest and rejoicing. Heaven and earth will unite in praise, as
“from one Sabbath to another” (Isaiah 66:23) the nations of the saved shall
bow in joyful worship to God and the Lamb.—The Desire of Ages, p. 769.

I was shown that the law of God would stand fast forever, and exist in
the new earth to all eternity. At the creation, when the foundations of the
earth were laid, the sons of God looked with admiration upon the work of
the Creator, and all the heavenly host shouted for joy. It was then that the
foundation of the Sabbath was laid. At the close of the six days of creation,
God rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made; and
He blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because that in it He had
rested from all His work. The Sabbath was instituted in Eden before the
fall, and was observed by Adam and Eve, and all the heavenly host. God
rested on the seventh day, and blessed and hallowed it. I saw that the
Sabbath never will be done away; but that the redeemed saints, and all the
angelic host, will observe it in honor of the great Creator to all eternity.—
Early Writings, p. 217.



When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is
renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant
promise is fulfilled, “I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them.” Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is written in the
heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience—the service and allegiance of
love—is the true sign of discipleship. ... Instead of releasing man from
obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace
of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.—Steps to Christ, p. 60.



Friday, January 28: For Further Reading

My Life Today, “The Shield of Faith,” p. 313;
Patriarchs and Prophets, “The Journey Around Edom,” p. 431.



Lesson 6

Jesus, the Faithful Priest

Sabbath Afternoon, January 29

Christ is the Minister of the true tabernacle, the High Priest of all who
believe in Him as a personal Saviour: and His office no other can take. He
is the High Priest of the church. ...

Christ offered up His broken body to purchase back God’s heritage, to
give man another trial. “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them” [Hebrews 7:25]. By His spotless life, His obedience,
His death on the cross of Calvary, Christ interceded for the lost race. And
now, not as a mere petitioner does the Captain of our salvation intercede
for us, but as a conqueror claiming His victory. His offering is complete,
and as our intercessor He executes His self-appointed work, holding
before God the censer containing His own spotless merits and the prayers,
confessions, and thanksgiving of His people. Perfumed with the fragrance
of His righteousness, these ascend to God as a sweet savor. The offering is
wholly acceptable, and pardon covers all transgression.—Signs of the
Times, February 14, 1900.

Christ is the connecting link between God and man. ... He places the
whole virtue of His righteousness on the side of the suppliant. He pleads
for man, and man, in need of divine help, pleads for himself in the
presence of God, using the influence of the One who gave His life for the
life of the world. As we acknowledge before God our appreciation of
Christ’s merits, fragrance is given to our intercessions. As we approach
God through the virtue of the Redeemer’s merits, Christ places us close by
His side, encircling us with His human arm, while with His divine arm He
grasps the throne of the Infinite. He puts His merits, as sweet incense, in
the censer in our hands, in order to encourage our petitions. ...



Yes, Christ has become the medium of prayer between man and God.
He has also become the medium of blessing between God and man.—That I
May Know Him, p. 76.

We may expect to suffer; for it is those who are partakers with Him in
His sufferings, who shall be partakers with Him in His glory. He has
purchased forgiveness and immortality for the sinful, perishing souls of
men; but it is our part to receive these gifts by faith. Believing in Him, we
have this hope as an anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast. We are to
understand that we may confidently expect God’s favor not only in this
world, but in the heavenly world, since He paid such a price for our
salvation. Faith in the atonement and intercession of Christ will keep us
steadfast and immovable amid the temptations that press upon us. ...

... We gain heaven not through our own merits, but through the merits
of Jesus Christ. ... Let your hope not be centered in yourself, but in Him
who has entered within the vail.—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, June
9, 1396.



Sunday, January 30: A Priest On Behalf of Human Beings

The priests ministered daily in the holy place, while once a year the
high priest performed a special work of atonement in the most holy, for
the cleansing of the sanctuary. Day by day the repentant sinner brought
his offering to the door of the tabernacle and, placing his hand upon the
victim’s head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them from
himself to the innocent sacrifice.—The Great Controversy, p. 418.

Of the high priest of Israel we read, “Aaron shall bear the names of the
children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he
goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord continually”
[Exodus 28:29]. What a beautiful and expressive figure this is of the
unchanging love of Christ for His church! Our great High Priest, of whom
Aaron was a type, bears His people upon His heart. ... Christ as the great
high priest, making a perfect atonement for sin, stands alone in divine
majesty and glory. Other high priests were only types, and when He
appeared, the need of their services vanished. ... Let human beings, subject
to temptation, remember that in the heavenly courts they have a high
priest who is touched with the feeling of their infirmities, because He
Himself was tempted, even as they are.—Advent Review and Sabbath
Herald, March 17, 1903.

In the courts above, Christ is pleading for His church—pleading for
those for whom He has paid the redemption price of His blood. Centuries,
ages, can never lessen the efficacy of His atoning sacrifice. Neither life nor
death, height nor depth, can separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus; not because we hold Him so firmly, but because He holds us
so fast. If our salvation depended on our own efforts, we could not be
saved; but it depends on the One who is behind all the promises. Our
grasp on Him may seem feeble, but His love is that of an elder brother; so
long as we maintain our union with Him, no one can pluck us out of His
hand. ...

I read this over and over again, for it is so full of assurance: “Seeing
then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,



Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:14-16). ... What a
Saviour we have—a risen Saviour, One who can save all who come unto
Him!—That I May Know Him, p. 80.



Monday, January 31: According to the Order of Melchizedek

The tithing system reaches back beyond the days of Moses. Men were
required to offer to God gifts for religious purposes before the definite
system was given to Moses, even as far back as the days of Adam. In
complying with God’s requirements, they were to manifest in offerings
their appreciation of His mercies and blessings to them. This was
continued through successive generations, and was carried out by
Abraham, who gave tithes to Melchizedek, the priest of the most high
God. ... God does not compel men to give. All that they give must be
voluntary. He will not have His treasury replenished with unwilling
offerings.

— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 393.

God has never left Himself without witness on the earth. At one time
Melchisedek represented the Lord Jesus Christ in person, to reveal the
truth of heaven, and perpetuate the law of God.

It was Christ that spoke through Melchisedek, the priest of the most
high God. Melchisedek was not Christ, but he was the voice of God in the
world, the representative of the Father. And all through the generations of
the past, Christ has spoken; Christ has led His people, and has been the
light of the world. When God chose Abraham as a representative of His
truth, He took him out of his country, and away from his kindred, and set
him apart. He desired to mold him after His own model. He desired to
teach him according to His own plan.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The
SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 1, pp. 1092, 1093.

Today in every land there are those who are honest in heart, and upon
these the light of heaven is shining. If they continue faithful in following
that which they understand to be duty, they will be given increased light,
until, like Naaman of old, they will be constrained to acknowledge that
“there is no God in all the earth,” save the living God, the Creator.—
Prophets and Kings, p. 253.

Among the heathen are those who worship God ignorantly, those to
whom the light is never brought by human instrumentality, yet they will



not perish. Though ignorant of the written law of God, they have heard
His voice speaking to them in nature, and have done the things that the
law required. Their works are evidence that the Holy Spirit has touched
their hearts, and they are recognized as the children of God.

How surprised and gladdened will be the lowly among the nations, and
among the heathen, to hear from the lips of the Saviour, “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it
unto Me”! How glad will be the heart of Infinite Love as His followers look
up with surprise and joy at His words of approval!—The Desire of Ages, p.
638.



Tuesday, February 1: An Effective Priest

Jesus is our Advocate, our High Priest, our Intercessor. Our present
position therefore is like that of the Israelites, standing in the outer court,
waiting and looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ...

When the high priest entered the holy place, representing the place
where our High Priest is now pleading, and offered sacrifice on the altar,
no propitiatory sacrifices were offered without. While the high priest was
interceding within, every heart was to be bowed in contrition before God,
pleading for the pardon of transgression. Type met antitype in the death
of Christ, the Lamb slain for the sins of the world. The great High Priest
has made the only sacrifice that will be of any value.—That I May Know
Him, p. 73.

Christ Jesus is represented as continually standing at the altar,
momentarily offering up the sacrifice for the sins of the world. He is a
minister of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched and not man. ... A
daily and yearly typical atonement is no longer to be made, but the
atoning sacrifice through a mediator is essential because of the constant
commission of sin. Jesus is officiating in the presence of God, offering up
His shed blood, as it had been a lamb slain.—Ellen G. White Comments, in
The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1077.

These lessons were taught to the chosen people of God thousands of
years ago, and repeated in various symbols and figures, that the work of
truth might be riveted in every heart, that without the shedding of blood
there is no remission of sins. The great lesson embodied in the sacrifice of
every bleeding victim, impressed in every ceremony, inculcated by God
Himself, was that through the blood of Christ alone is forgiveness of sins;
yet how many carry the galling yoke and how few feel the force of this
truth and act upon it personally, and derive the blessings they might
receive through a perfect faith in the blood of the Lamb of God. ...

Justice demanded the sufferings of man; but Christ rendered the
sufferings of a God. He needed no atonement of suffering for Himself; all



His sufferings were for us; all His merits and holiness were open to fallen
man, presented as a gift.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 913.



Wednesday, February 2: An Eternal Priest

The priest went through the ceremony of his official work. He took the
child in his arms, and held it up before the altar. After handing it back to
its mother, he inscribed the name “Jesus” on the roll of the first-born. Little
did he think, as the babe lay in his arms, that it was the Majesty of heaven,
the King of glory. ... He did not think that this babe was He whose glory
Moses had asked to see. But One greater than Moses lay in the priest’s
arms; and when he enrolled the child’s name, he was enrolling the name
of One who was the foundation of the whole Jewish economy. That name
was to be its death warrant; for the system of sacrifices and offerings was
waxing old; the type had almost reached its antitype, the shadow its
substance.

The Shekinah had departed from the sanctuary, but in the Child of
Bethlehem was veiled the glory before which angels bow. This
unconscious babe was the promised seed, to whom the first altar at the
gate of Eden pointed. ... This was He whom seers had long foretold. He
was the Desire of all nations, the Root and the Offspring of David, and the
Bright and Morning Star. The name of that helpless little babe, inscribed in
the roll of Israel, declaring Him our brother, was the hope of fallen hu-
manity. The child for whom the redemption money had been paid was He
who was to pay the ransom for the sins of the whole world. He was the
true “high priest over the house of God,” the head of “an unchangeable
priesthood,” the intercessor at “the right hand of the Majesty on high”
Hebrews 10:21; 7:24; 1:3.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 52, 55.

As you confess your sins, as you repent of your iniquity, Christ takes
your guilt upon Himself and imputes to you His own righteousness and
power. To those who are contrite in spirit He gives the golden oil of love
and the rich treasures of His grace. It is then that you may see that the
sacrifice of self to God through the merits of Christ makes you of infinite
value, for clothed in the robe of Christ’s righteousness you become the
sons and daughters of God. Those who ... ask forgiveness in the name of
Jesus will receive their request. At the very first expression of penitence
Christ presents the humble suppliant’s petition before the throne as His



own desire in the sinner’s behalf. He says, “I will pray the Father for
you.”—That I May Know Him, p. 77.

The Lord Jesus loves His people, and when they put their trust in Him,
depending wholly upon Him, He strengthens them. He will live through
them, giving them the inspiration of His sanctifying Spirit, imparting to
the soul a vital transfusion of Himself. He acts through their faculties and
causes them to choose His will and to act out His character. With the
apostle Paul they then may say, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me” [Galatians 2:20.]—Letter 13, September 27, 1894.



Thursday, February 3: A Sinless Priest

Jesus has given to childhood and youth a perfect example. Study the
Pattern, Christ Jesus, and copy it if you would be like Him—pure, holy,
sinless, and undefiled. Study the childhood of Christ. He was the Son of
God, yet the Bible record tells us He returned from Jerusalem and was
subject unto His parents. ...

Jesus, the world’s Redeemer, did as He was told even if the task was not
agreeable to His feelings. Obedience is an element of true greatness. No
one can be truly good and great who has not learned to obey with alacrity.

Remember your characters are not finished; you are building up day by
day a character. Weave all the kindness, obedience, thoughtfulness,
painstaking, and love into it you can. Make it after the divine model.
Educate yourselves that you may possess the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit which is in the sight of God of great price. You can make the
world better by living in it if you only do the very best you can.—Our High
Calling, p. 264.

The first four commandments enjoined upon man his duty to serve the
Lord our God with all the heart, and with all the soul, and with all the
mind, and with all the strength. This takes the whole man. This requires a
love so fervent, so intense, that man can cherish nothing in his mind or
affections in rivalry with God; and his works will bear the signature of
heaven. ...

Let men worship and serve the Lord God, and Him only. ... Anything
that is made the subject of undue thought and admiration, absorbing the
mind, is a [god] chosen before the Lord.

Jehovah, the eternal, self-existent, uncreated One, Himself the source
and sustainer of all, is alone entitled to supreme reverence and worship.
Man is forbidden to give to any other object the first place in his affections
or his service. Whatever we cherish that tends to lessen our love for God
or to interfere with the service due Him, of that do we make a god.—Sons
and Daughters of God, p. 56.


Haruto
Highlight


In His intercession as our Advocate, Christ needs no man’s virtue, no
man’s intercession. Christ is the only sin bearer, the only sin offering.
Prayer and confession are to be offered only to Him who has entered once
for all into the holy place.

Christ represented His Father to the world, and He represents before
God the chosen ones in whom He has restored the moral image of God.
They are His heritage. ... No priest, no religionist, can reveal the Father to
any son or daughter of Adam. Men have only one Advocate, one
Intercessor, who is able to pardon transgression. Shall not our hearts swell
with gratitude to Him who gave Jesus to be the propitiation for our sins?
Think deeply upon the love the Father has manifested in our behalf, the
love that He has expressed for us. We cannot measure this love.
Measurement there is none. We can only point to Calvary, to the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world. It is an infinite sacrifice. Can we
comprehend and measure infinity?—That I May Know Him, p. 73.
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Friday, February 4: For Further Reading

That I May Know Him, “A Bridge for the Gulf,” p. 82;
The SDA Bible Commentary, “The Terms of Our Election,” vol. 7, pp. 930,
931.



Lesson 7

Jesus, the Anchor of the Soul

Sabbath Afternoon, February 5

The loving Jesus is ready to bless abundantly; but we need to obtain an
experience in faith, in earnest prayer, and in rejoicing in the love of God.

We must study the warnings and corrections He has given His people
in past ages. We do not lack light. We know what works we should avoid
and what requirements He has given us to observe; so if we do not seek to
know and do that which is right, it is because wrongdoing suits the carnal
heart better than rightdoing,.

There will always be faithless ones, who wait to be carried forward by
the faith of others. They have not an experimental knowledge of the truth
and consequently have not felt its sanctifying power on their own souls. It
should be the work of every member of the church quietly and diligently
to search his own heart and see if his life and character are in harmony
with God’s great standard of righteousness.—Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 5, pp. 532, 533.

The great adversary of God, and the enemy of man, is watching to find
an opportunity to take us when we are off our guard. Jesus has told us of
our danger and warned us against the wily foe. He has repeatedly
enjoined upon us the duty of always watching and praying, lest we enter
into temptation. Believe in Jesus, trust in Jesus with living, constant faith,
and rely without doubt upon Jesus to keep and save you. One mighty to
save has hold upon you, and as long as you will submit to be led by Him,
to learn of Him, to confide in Him, He will keep you from falling. And,
when God engages to keep you, He is a sure defense.—The Upward Look, p.
19.

When we are burdened, when we are pressed with temptation, when
the feelings and desires of the natural heart are contending for the victory,



we should offer up fervent, importunate prayer to our heavenly Father in
the name of Christ, and this will bring Jesus to our help, so that through
His all-powerful and efficacious name we may gain the victory and banish
Satan from our side. But we should not flatter ourselves that we are safe
while we make but feeble efforts in our own behalf. ...

There is help for us only in God. We should not flatter ourselves that
we have any strength in wisdom of our own, for our strength is weakness,
our judgment foolishness. Christ conquered the foe in our behalf because
He pitied our weakness and knew that we would be overcome and would
perish if He did not come to our help. He clothed His divinity with
humanity, and thus was qualified to reach man with His human arm while
with His divine arm He grasped the throne of the Infinite. The merits of
Christ elevate and ennoble humanity, and through the name and grace of
Christ it is possible for man to overcome the degradation caused by the
Fall, and through the exalted, divine nature of Christ to be linked to the
Infinite.—That I May Know Him, p. 269.



Sunday, February 6: Tasting the Goodness of the Word

Christ came to this world to show that by receiving power from on
high, man can live an unsullied life. With unwearying patience and
sympathetic helpfulness He met men in their necessities. By the gentle
touch of grace He banished from the soul unrest and doubt, changing
enmity to love, and unbelief to confidence.

He could say to whom He pleased, “Follow Me,” and the one addressed
arose and followed Him. The spell of the world’s enchantment was broken.
At the sound of His voice the spirit of greed and ambition fled from the
heart, and men arose, emancipated, to follow the Saviour.—The Ministry of
Healing, p. 25.

The word of God is the seed. Every seed has in itself a germinating
principle. In it the life of the plant is enfolded. So there is life in God’s
word. Christ says, “The words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and
they are life” John 6:63. “He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him
that sent Me, hath everlasting life” John 5:24. In every command and in
every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God, by
which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He who by
faith receives the word is receiving the very life and character of God.

Every seed brings forth fruit after its kind. Sow the seed under right
conditions, and it will develop its own life in the plant. Receive into the
soul by faith the incorruptible seed of the word, and it will bring forth a
character and a life after the similitude of the character and the life of
God.—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 38.

Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness,—all depend upon our
union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly,—by
abiding in Him,—that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Author,
but the Finisher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to
be with us, not only at the beginning and the end of our course, but at
every step of the way. ...

A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of
feeling, but there should be an abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in



yourself; it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to His strength, your
ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are
not to look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but look to
Christ. Let the mind dwell upon His love, upon the beauty, the perfection,
of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His humiliation, Christ
in His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love—this is the subject
for the soul’s contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending
wholly upon Him, that you are to be transformed into His likeness.—Steps
to Christ, pp. 69-71.



Monday, February 7: Impossible to Restore

The proud heart strives to earn salvation; but both our title to heaven
and our fitness for it are found in the righteousness of Christ. The Lord
can do nothing toward the recovery of man until, convinced of his own
weakness, and stripped of all self-sufficiency, he yields himself to the
control of God. Then he can receive the gift that God is waiting to bestow.
From the soul that feels his need, nothing is withheld. He has unrestricted
access to Him in whom all fullness dwells. “For thus saith the high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones.” Isaiah 57:15.

—The Desire of Ages, p. 300.

The scenes of the betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion of Christ have
been reenacted, and will again be reenacted on an immense scale. People
will be filled with the attributes of Satan. The delusions of the archenemy
of God and man will have great power. Those who have given their
affections to any leader but Christ will find themselves under the control,
body, soul, and spirit of an infatuation that is so entrancing that under its
power souls turn away from hearing the truth to believe a lie. They are
ensnared and taken, and by their every action, they cry, “Release unto us
Barabbas, but crucify Christ.” ...

In the churches which have departed from truth and righteousness, it is
being revealed what human nature will be and do when the love of God is
not an abiding principle in the soul. We need not be surprised at anything
that may take place now. We need not marvel at any developments of
horror. Those who trample under their unholy feet the law of God have
the same spirit as had the men who insulted and betrayed Jesus.—Selected
Messages, book 3, pp. 415, 416.

Heaven will be cheap enough, if we obtain it through suffering. We
must deny self all along the way, die to self daily, let Jesus alone appear,
and keep His glory continually in view. I saw that those who of late have



embraced the truth would have to know what it is to suffer for Christ’s
sake, that they would have trials to pass through that would be keen and
cutting, in order that they may be purified and fitted through suffering to
receive the seal of the living God. ...

As I saw what we must be in order to inherit glory, and then saw how
much Jesus had suffered to obtain for us so rich an inheritance, I prayed
that we might be baptized into Christ’s sufferings, that we might not
shrink at trials. ... Said the angel, “Deny self; ye must step fast” Some of us
have had time to get the truth and to advance step by step, and every step
we have taken has given us strength to take the next. But now time is
almost finished, and what we have been years learning, they will have to
learn in a few months.—Early Writings, p. 67.



Tuesday, February 8: No Sacrifice for Sins Left

Some souls who claim to be believers have slighted, and turned from,
the Word of God. They have neglected the Bible, the wonderful
Guidebook, the true Tester of all ideas, and claim that they have the Spirit
to teach them, that this renders searching the Scriptures unnecessary. All
such are heeding the sophistry of Satan. ...

The Lord loves you, and His guardian angels are round about you. If
you are doers of the Word you will obey the instructions of Jesus Christ.
... In our own strength we are perfect weakness, but, when we put our
whole trust in Jesus Christ, we are kept by His power, for He is fully able
to keep every soul that puts his trust in Him. The peril to which every soul
is exposed is very great.—The Upward Look, p. 19.

Many today stand where Peter stood, when in self-confidence he
declared that he would not deny his Lord. And because of their self-
sufficiency, they fall an easy prey to Satan’s devices. Those who realize
their weakness trust in a power higher than self. And, while they look to
God, Satan has no power against them. But those who trust in self are
easily defeated. Let us remember that, if we do not heed the cautions that
God gives us, a fall is before us. Christ will not save from wounds the one
who places himself unbidden on the enemy’s ground. He lets the self-
sufficient one, who acts as if he knew more than his Lord, go on in his
supposed strength. Then comes suffering and a crippled life, or perhaps
defeat and death.

In the warfare, the enemy takes advantage of the weakest points in the
defence of those he is attacking. Here he makes his fiercest assaults. The
Christian should have no weak points in his defence. He should be
barricaded by the support that the Scriptures give to the one who is doing
God’s will. The tempted soul will bear away the victory, if he follows the
example of Him who met the tempter with the word, “It is written” He
can stand securely in the protection of a “Thus saith the Lord”—This Day
With God, p. 259.



Sanctification is a daily work. Let none deceive themselves with the
belief that God will pardon and bless them while they are trampling upon
one of His requirements. The willful commission of a known sin silences
the witnessing voice of the Spirit, and separates the soul from God.
Whatever may be the ecstasies of religious feeling, Jesus cannot abide in
the heart that disregards the divine law. God will honor those only who
honor Him. ...

... “No man can serve two masters.” If we serve sin, we cannot serve
Christ. The Christian will feel the promptings of sin, for the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit; but the Spirit striveth against the flesh, keeping up a
constant warfare. Here is where Christ’s help is needed. Human weakness
becomes united to divine strength, and faith exclaims, “Thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!”—Messages to
Young People, p. 114.



Wednesday, February 9: Better Things

In [his] letter to the Corinthians Paul endeavored to show them
Christ’s power to keep them from evil. He knew that if they would comply
with the conditions laid down, they would be strong in the strength of the
Mighty One. As a means of helping them to break away from the
thralldom of sin and to perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord, Paul urged
upon them the claims of Him to whom they had dedicated their lives at
the time of their conversion. “Ye are Christ’s,” he declared. “Ye are not
your own. ... Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your

body, and in your spirit, which are God’s”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 306.

Every moment is freighted with eternal consequences. We are to stand
as minute men, ready for service at a moment’s notice. The opportunity
that is now ours to speak to some needy soul the word of life may never
offer again. God may say to that one, “This night thy soul shall be required
of thee,” and through our neglect he may not be ready. (Luke 12:20.) In the
great judgment day, how shall we render our account to God?

Life is too solemn to be absorbed in temporal and earthly matters, in a
treadmill of care and anxiety for the things that are but an atom in
comparison with the things of eternal interest. Yet God has called us to
serve Him in the temporal affairs of life. Diligence in this work is as much
a part of true religion as is devotion. The Bible gives no indorsement to
idleness. It is the greatest curse that afflicts our world. Every man and
woman who is truly converted will be a diligent worker.—Christ’s Object
Lessons, p. 343.

Cultivate a disposition to esteem others better than yourself. Be less
self-sufficient, less confident; cherish patience, forbearance, and brotherly
love. Be ready to help the erring, and have pity and tender sympathy
toward those who are weak. You need not leave your business in order to
glorify the Lord; but you may, from day to day, in every deed and word,
while pursuing your usual avocations, honor Him whom you serve,
thereby influencing for the right those with whom you are brought in
contact.



Be courteous, tenderhearted, forgiving toward others. Let self sink in
the love of Jesus, that you may honor your Redeemer and do the work that
He has appointed for you to do. How little you know of the heart trials of
poor souls who have been bound in the chains of darkness and who lack
resolution and moral power. Strive to understand the weakness of others.
Help the needy, crucify self, and let Jesus take possession of your soul, in
order that you may carry out the principles of truth in your daily life.
Then will you be, as never before, a blessing to the church and to all those
with whom you come in contact.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, pp.
133, 134.



Thursday, February 10: Jesus, the Anchor of the Soul

On Mount Moriah, God again renewed His covenant, confirming with a
solemn oath the blessing to Abraham and to his seed through all coming
generations: “By myself have I sworn, saith Jehovah, for because thou hast
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, that in
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore; and thy
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My voice”

Abraham’s great act of faith stands like a pillar of light, illuminating
the pathway of God’s servants in all succeeding ages. Abraham did not
seek to excuse himself from doing the will of God. During that three days’
journey he had sufficient time to reason, and to doubt God, if he was
disposed to doubt. He might have reasoned that the slaying of his son
would cause him to be looked upon as a murderer, a second Cain; that it
would cause his teaching to be rejected and despised; and thus destroy his
power to do good to his fellow men. He might have pleaded that age
should excuse him from obedience. But the patriarch did not take refuge in
any of these excuses. Abraham was human; his passions and attachments
were like ours; but he did not stop to question how the promise could be
fulfilled if Isaac should be slain. He did not stay to reason with his aching
heart. He knew that God is just and righteous in all His requirements, and
he obeyed the command to the very letter.

—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 153.

To the omnipotence of the King of Kings, our covenant-keeping God
unites the gentleness and care of a tender shepherd. Nothing can stand in
His way. His power is absolute, and it is the pledge of the sure fulfillment
of His promises to His people. He can remove all obstructions to the
advancement of His work. He has means for the removal of every
difficulty, that those who serve Him and respect the means He employs
may be delivered. His goodness and love are infinite, and His covenant is
unalterable.



The plans of the enemies of His work may seem to be firm and well
established, but He can overthrow the strongest of these plans, and in His
own time and way He will do this, when He sees that our faith has been
sufficiently tested and that we are drawing near to Him and making Him
our counselor.

In the darkest days, when appearances seem so forbidding, fear not.
Have faith in God. He is working out His will, doing all things well in
behalf of His people. The strength of those who love and serve Him will be
renewed day by day. His understanding will be placed at their service, that
they may not err in the carrying out of His purposes.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 8, pp. 10, 11.



Friday, February 11: For Further Reading

The Desire of Ages, “Judas,” pp. 716-722;
That I May Know Him, “Life Not to Be Trifled With,” p. 93.



Lesson 8

Jesus, the Mediator of the New
Covenant

Sabbath Afternoon, February 12

Even before He took humanity upon Him, He saw the whole length of
the path He must travel in order to save that which was lost. Every pang
that rent His heart, every insult that was heaped upon His head, every
privation that He was called to endure, was open to His view before He
laid aside His crown and royal robe, and stepped down from the throne, to
clothe His divinity with humanity. The path from the manger to Calvary
was all before His eyes. He knew the anguish that would come upon Him.
He knew it all, and yet He said, “Lo, I come: in the volume of the Book it is
written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within
My heart.” Psalm 40:7, 8.

Ever before Him He saw the result of His mission. His earthly life, so
full of toil and self-sacrifice, was cheered by the prospect that He would
not have all this travail for nought. By giving His life for the life of men,
He would win back the world to its loyalty to God. Although the baptism
of blood must first be received; although the sins of the world were to
weigh upon His innocent soul; although the shadow of an unspeakable
woe was upon Him; yet for the joy that was set before Him, He chose to
endure the cross, and despised the shame.—The Desire of Ages, p. 410.

Christ came to magnify the law and to make it honorable; He came to
extol the old commandment which ye had from the beginning. Then we
need the law and the prophets. We need the Old Testament to bring us
down along the line to the New Testament, which does not take the place
of the Old Testament, but more distinctly reveals to us the plan of
salvation, giving significance to the whole system of sacrifices and
offerings, and to the word which we had from the beginning. Perfect



obedience is enjoined upon every soul, and obedience to the expressed
will of God will make you one with Christ. ... Of Him it is written, “Lo, I
come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will,
O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart”—Sons and Daughters of God,
p. 48.

So deep was the Lord’s interest in the beings He had created, so great
His love for the world, that He “gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16). Christ came to bring moral power to man, to elevate, ennoble,
and strengthen him, enabling him to be a partaker of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. He proved
to the inhabitants of the unfallen worlds and to human beings that the law
can be kept. While possessing the nature of man, He obeyed the law of
God, vindicating God’s justice in demanding that it be obeyed. In the
judgment His life will be an unanswerable argument in favor of God’s law.
—In Heavenly Places, p. 38.



Sunday, February 13: The Need of a New Covenant

The sins of the people were transferred in figure to the officiating
priest, who was a mediator for the people. The priest could not himself
become an offering for sin, and make an atonement with his life, for he
was also a sinner. Therefore, instead of suffering death himself, he killed a
lamb without blemish; the penalty of sin was transferred to the innocent
beast, which thus became his immediate substitute, and typified the
perfect offering of Jesus Christ. Through the blood of this victim, man
looked forward by faith to the blood of Christ which would atone for the
sins of the world.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible
Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1111.

Paul endeavored to direct the minds of his hearers to the one great
Sacrifice for sin. He pointed to the sacrifices that were shadows of good
things to come, and then presented Christ as the antitype of all those
ceremonies—the object to which they pointed as the only source of life
and hope for fallen man. Holy men of old were saved by faith in the blood
of Christ. As they saw the dying agonies of the sacrificial victims they
looked across the gulf of ages to the Lamb of God that was to take away
the sin of the world.

God justly claims the love and obedience of all His creatures. He has
given them in His law a perfect standard of right. But many forget their
Maker and choose to follow their own way in opposition to His will. They
return enmity for love that is as high as heaven and as broad as the
universe. God cannot lower the requirements of His law to meet the
standard of wicked men; neither can man in his own power meet the
demands of the law. Only by faith in Christ can the sinner be cleansed
from guilt and be enabled to render obedience to the law of his Maker.—
The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 424, 425.

So great has been the spiritual blindness of men that they have sought
to make of none effect the Word of God. They have declared by their
traditions that the great plan of redemption was devised in order to
abolish and make of none effect the law of God, when Calvary is the



mighty argument that proves the immutability of the precepts of Jehovah.
... The state of the character must be compared with the great moral
standard of righteousness. There must be a searching out of the peculiar
sins which have been offensive to God, which have dishonored His name
and quenched the light of His Spirit and killed the first love from the soul.
Victory is assured through faith and obedience. ... The work of
overcoming is not restricted to the age of the martyrs. The conflict is for
us, in these days of subtle temptation to worldliness, to self-security, to
indulgence of pride, covetousness, false doctrines, and immorality of life.
... Shall we stand before the proving of God?
—That I May Know Him, p. 256.



Monday, February 14: New and Renewed

The sacrificial service that had pointed to Christ passed away; but the
eyes of men were turned to the true sacrifice for the sins of the world. The
earthly priesthood ceased; but we look to Jesus, the minister of the new
covenant, and “to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than
that of Abel” “The way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest,
while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: ... but Christ being come an
high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, ... by His own blood He entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” Hebrews
12:24; 9:8-12.

“Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them”
Hebrews 7:25. Though the ministration was to be removed from the
earthly to the heavenly temple; though the sanctuary and our great high
priest would be invisible to human sight, yet the disciples were to suffer
no loss thereby. They would realize no break in their communion, and no
diminution of power because of the Saviour’s absence. While Jesus
ministers in the sanctuary above, He is still by His Spirit the minister of
the church on earth. He is withdrawn from the eye of sense, but His
parting promise is fulfilled, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world” Matthew 28:20. While He delegates His power to inferior
ministers, His energizing presence is still with His church.—The Desire of
Ages, p. 166.

[Paul] desired those to whom he was writing to remember that they
must reveal in their lives the glorious change wrought in them by Christ’s
transforming grace. They were to be lights in the world, by their purified,
sanctified characters exerting an influence counter to the influence of
satanic agencies. They were ever to remember the words, “Not of
yourselves.” They could not change their own hearts. And when by their
efforts souls were led from the ranks of Satan to take their stand for
Christ, they were not to claim any credit for the transformation wrought.



The great change that is seen in the life of a sinner after conversion is
not brought about by any human goodness.

He who is rich in mercy has imparted His grace to us. Then let praise
and thanksgiving ascend to Him, because He has become our Saviour. Let
His love, filling our hearts and minds, flow forth from our lives in rich
currents of grace. When we were dead in trespasses and sins, He
quickened us into spiritual life. He brought grace and pardon, filling the
soul with new life.—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 319.



Tuesday, February 15: The New Covenant Has a Better Mediator

The law of God’s government was to be magnified by the death of
God’s only begotten Son. Christ bore the guilt of the sins of the world. Our
sufficiency is found only in the incarnation and death of the Son of God.
He could suffer, because sustained by divinity. He could endure, because
He was without one taint of disloyalty or sin. Christ triumphed in man’s
behalf in thus bearing the justice of punishment. He secured eternal life to
men, while He exalted the law, and made it honorable.

Every soul is under obligation to follow in the footsteps of Christ, the
great example for the human family. He said, “T have kept my Father’s
commandments.” The Pharisees thought that He was seeking to lessen the
claims of the law of God, but His voice rang out upon their ears saying,
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not
come to destroy but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and

earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled”—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 48.

To the apostle John on the Isle of Patmos were revealed the things
which God desired him to give to the people. Study these revelations. Here
are themes worthy of our contemplation, large and comprehensive lessons
which all the angelic host are now seeking to communicate. Behold the
life and character of Christ, and study His mediatorial work. Here is
infinite wisdom, infinite love, infinite justice, infinite mercy. Here are
depths and heights, lengths and breadths, for our consideration.
Numberless pens have been employed in presenting to the world the life,
the character, and the mediatorial work of Christ, and yet every mind
through which the Holy Spirit has worked has presented these themes in a
light that is fresh and new.

We desire to lead the people to understand what Christ is to them and
what are the responsibilities they are called upon to accept in Him. As His
representatives and witnesses, we ourselves need to come to a full
understanding of the saving truths gained by an experimental knowledge.
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 59.



Wednesday, February 16: The New Covenant Has Better
Promises

Of special value to God’s church on earth today—the keepers of His
vineyard—are the messages of counsel and admonition given through the
prophets who have made plain His eternal purpose in behalf of mankind.
In the teachings of the prophets, His love for the lost race and His plan for
their salvation are clearly revealed. The story of Israel’s call, of their
successes and failures, of their restoration to divine favor, of their
rejection of the Master of the vineyard, and of the carrying out of the plan
of the ages by a goodly remnant to whom are to be fulfilled all the
covenant promises—this has been the theme of God’s messengers to His
church throughout the centuries that have passed. ...

Let Israel hope in God. The Master of the vineyard is even now
gathering from among men of all nations and peoples the precious fruits
for which He has long been waiting. Soon He will come unto His own;
and in that glad day His eternal purpose for the house of Israel will finally
be fulfilled.—Prophets and Kings, p. 22.

The precious Bible is the garden of God, and His promises are the lilies,
and the roses, and the pinks.

How I wish that we might all believe in the promises of God. ... We are
not to look into our hearts for a joyful emotion as an evidence of our
acceptance with Heaven, but we are to take God’s promises and say, “They
are mine. The Lord is letting His Holy Spirit rest upon me. I am receiving
the light; for the promise is, ‘Believe that ye receive the things ye ask for,
and ye shall have them. By faith I reach within the veil and lay hold of
Christ, my strength. I thank God that I have a Saviour” ...

... [In the] promises of God’s Word ... He is speaking to us individually,
speaking as directly as if we could listen to His voice. It is in these
promises that Christ communicates to us His grace and power. They are
leaves from that tree which is “for the healing of the nations” Received,
assimilated, they are to be the strength of the character, the inspiration
and sustenance of the life.—The Faith I Live By, p. 9.



Christ came to the earth and stood before the children of men with the
hoarded love of eternity, and this is the treasure that, through our
connection with Him, we are to receive, to reveal, and to impart.

Human effort will be efficient in the work of God just according to the
consecrated devotion of the worker—by revealing the power of the grace
of Christ to transform the life. We are to be distinguished from the world
because God has placed His seal upon us, because He manifests in us His
own character of love. Our Redeemer covers us with His righteousness.—
The Ministry of Healing, p. 37.



Thursday, February 17: The New Covenant Has Solved the
Problem of the Heart

In the Bible the will of God is revealed. The truths of the Word of God
are the utterances of the Most High. He who makes these truths a part of
his life becomes in every sense a new creature. He is not given new
mental powers, but the darkness that through ignorance and sin has
clouded the understanding is removed. The words, “A new heart also will I
give you,” mean, “A new mind will I give you” A change of heart is always
attended by a clear conviction of Christian duty, an understanding of
truth. He who gives the Scriptures close, prayerful attention will gain clear
comprehension and sound judgment, as if in turning to God he had
reached a higher plane of intelligence.—My Life Today, p. 24.

[Jesus] came to give to men new hearts. He said, “A new heart also will
I give you.” But the self-righteous of that day and of this day feel no need
of having a new heart. Jesus passed by the scribes and the Pharisees, for
they felt no need of a Saviour. They were wedded to forms and
ceremonies. These services had been instituted by Christ; they had been
full of vitality and spiritual beauty; but the Jews had lost the spiritual life
from their ceremonies, and clung to the dead forms after spiritual life was
extinct among them. When they departed from the requirements and
commandments of God, they sought to supply the place of that which
they had lost, by multiplying their own requirements, and making more
rigorous demands than had God; and the more rigid they grew, the less of
the love and Spirit of God they manifested.—Selected Messages, book 1, pp.
386, 387.

One of the most earnest prayers recorded in the Word of God is that of
David when he pleaded, “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” Psalm 51:10.
God’s response to such a prayer is, A new heart will I give you. This is a
work that no finite man can do. Men and women are to begin at the
beginning, seeking God most earnestly for a true Christian experience.
They are to feel the creative power of the Holy Spirit. They are to receive
the new heart, that is kept soft and tender by the grace of heaven. The



selfish spirit is to be cleansed from the soul. They are to labor earnestly
and with humility of heart, each one looking to Jesus for guidance and
encouragement. Then the building, fitly framed together, will grow into a
holy temple in the Lord.—Our High Calling, p. 159.

How, then, are we to be saved? “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness,” so the Son of man has been lifted up, and everyone who has
been deceived and bitten by the serpent may look and live. “Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1:29. The light
shining from the cross reveals the love of God. His love is drawing us to
Himself. If we do not resist this drawing, we shall be led to the foot of the
cross in repentance for the sins that have crucified the Saviour. Then the
Spirit of God through faith produces a new life in the soul. The thoughts
and desires are brought into obedience to the will of Christ. The heart, the
mind, are created anew in the image of Him who works in us to subdue all
things to Himself. Then the law of God is written in the mind and heart,
and we can say with Christ, “I delight to do Thy will, O my God.” Psalm
40:8.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 175, 176.



Friday, February 18: For Further Reading

This Day With God, “Assurance of Victory, p. 84;
Our High Calling, “Feeling and Faith Distinct,” p. 120.



Lesson 9

Jesus, the Perfect Sacrifice

Sabbath Afternoon, February 19

It was the cross, that instrument of shame and torture, which brought
hope and salvation to the world. The disciples were but humble men,
without wealth, and with no weapon but the word of God; yet in Christ’s
strength they went forth to tell the wonderful story of the manger and the
cross, and to triumph over all opposition. Without earthly honor or
recognition, they were heroes of faith. From their lips came words of
divine eloquence that shook the world.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 77.

[Iln Paul’s day the cross was regarded with feelings of repulsion and
horror. To uphold as the Saviour of mankind one who had met death on
the cross, would naturally call forth ridicule and opposition. ...

But to Paul the cross was the one object of supreme interest. Ever since
he had been arrested in his career of persecution against the followers of
the crucified Nazarene he had never ceased to glory in the cross. At that
time there had been given him a revelation of the infinite love of God, as
revealed in the death of Christ; and a marvelous transformation had been
wrought in his life, bringing all his plans and purposes into harmony with
heaven. From that hour he had been a new man in Christ. He knew by
personal experience that when a sinner once beholds the love of the
Father, as seen in the sacrifice of His Son, and yields to the divine
influence, a change of heart takes place, and henceforth Christ is all and in
all. —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 245.

The cross of Calvary appeals to us in power, affording a reason why we
should love our Saviour, and why we should make Him first and last and
best in everything. We should take our fitting place in humble penitence
at the foot of the cross. Here, as we see our Saviour in agony, the Son of
God dying, the just for the unjust, we may learn lessons of meekness and
lowliness of mind. Behold Him who with one word could summon legions



of angels to His assistance, a subject of jest and merriment, of reviling and
hatred. He gives Himself a sacrifice for sin. When reviled, He threatens
not; when falsely accused, He opens not His mouth. He prays on the cross
for His murderers. He is dying for them; He is paying an infinite price for
every one of them. He bears the penalty of man’s sins without a murmur.
And this uncomplaining victim is the Son of God. His throne is from
everlasting, and His kingdom shall have no end.—Lift Him Up, p. 233.



Sunday, February 20: Why Were Sacrifices Needed?

The covenant of grace was first made with man in Eden, when after the
Fall there was given a divine promise that the seed of the woman should
bruise the serpent’s head. To all men this covenant offered pardon and the
assisting grace of God for future obedience through faith in Christ. It also
promised them eternal life on condition of fidelity to God’s law. Thus the
patriarchs received the hope of salvation.

This same covenant was renewed to Abraham in the promise, “In thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed” Genesis 22:18. This
promise pointed to Christ. So Abraham understood it (see Galatians 3:8,
16), and he trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sins. It was this faith
that was accounted unto him for righteousness. The covenant with
Abraham also maintained the authority of God’s law. ...

Though this covenant was made with Adam and renewed to Abraham,
it could not be ratified until the death of Christ. It had existed by the
promise of God since the first intimation of redemption had been given; it
had been accepted by faith; yet when ratified by Christ, it is called a new
covenant. The law of God was the basis of this covenant, which was
simply an arrangement for bringing men again into harmony with the
divine will, placing them where they could obey God’s law.—Patriarchs
and Prophets, pp. 370, 371.

Christ is our Mediator and officiating High Priest in the presence of the
Father. He was shown to John as a Lamb that had been slain, as in the
very act of pouring out His blood in the sinner’s behalf. When the law of
God is set before the sinner, showing him the depth of his sins, he should
then be pointed to the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.
He should be taught repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ. Thus will the labor of Christ’s representative be in harmony
with His work in the heavenly sanctuary.—Testimonies for the Church, vol.
4, p. 395.

Cain came before God with murmuring and infidelity in his heart in
regard to the promised sacrifice and the necessity of the sacrificial



offerings. His gift expressed no penitence for sin. He felt, as many now
feel, that it would be an acknowledgment of weakness to follow the exact
plan marked out by God, of trusting his salvation wholly to the atonement
of the promised Saviour. He chose the course of self-dependence. He
would come in his own merits. He would not bring the lamb, and mingle
its blood with his offering, but would present his fruits, the products of his
labor. He presented his offering as a favor done to God, through which he
expected to secure the divine approval. Cain obeyed in building an altar,
obeyed in bringing a sacrifice; but he rendered only a partial obedience.
The essential part, the recognition of the need of a Redeemer, was left out.
—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 72.



Monday, February 21: Diverse Kinds of Sacrifices

It is not only the privilege but the duty of every Christian to maintain a
close union with Christ and to have a rich experience in the things of God.
... When we read the lives of men who have been eminent for their piety
we often regard their experiences and attainments as far beyond our
reach. But this is not the case. Christ died for all; and we are assured in
His word that He is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. The
prophets and apostles did not perfect Christian character by a miracle.
They used the means which God had placed within their reach; and all
who will put forth the same effort will secure the same results.

In his letter to the church at Ephesus, Paul ... assures them of his
earnest prayers for their spiritual prosperity:

“I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ... that he
would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that
ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” (Ephesians 3:14-19).—The
Sanctified Life, pp. 83, 84.

[Jesus] “was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as
a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death” He
voluntarily assumed human nature. It was His own act, and by His own
consent. He clothed His divinity with humanity. He was all the while as
God, but He did not appear as God. He veiled the demonstrations of Deity,
which had commanded the homage, and called forth the admiration, of the
universe of God. He was God while upon earth, but He divested Himself
of the form of God, and in its stead took the form and fashion of a man.
He walked the earth as a man. For our sakes He became poor, that we
through His poverty might be made rich. He laid aside His glory and His
majesty. He was God, but the glories of the form of God He for a while
relinquished. Though He walked among men in poverty, scattering His



blessings wherever He went, at His word legions of angels would
surround their Redeemer, and do Him homage. But He walked the earth
unrecognized, unconfessed, with but few exceptions, by His creatures. The
atmosphere was polluted with sin and curses, in place of the anthem of
praise. His lot was poverty and humiliation. As He passed to and fro upon
His mission of mercy to relieve the sick, to lift up the depressed, scarce a
solitary voice called Him blessed, and the very greatest of the nation
passed Him by with disdain.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible
Commentary, vol. 5, pp. 1126, 1127.



Tuesday, February 22: Jesus’ Perfect Sacrifice

While God has desired to teach men that from His own love comes the
Gift which reconciles them to Himself, the archenemy of mankind has
endeavored to represent God as one who delights in their destruction.
Thus the sacrifices and ordinances designed of Heaven to reveal divine
love have been perverted.

In word and in deed the Messiah, during His earthly ministry, was to
reveal to mankind the glory of God the Father. Every act of His life, every
word spoken, every miracle wrought, was to make known to fallen
humanity the infinite love of God. ...

Thus, through patriarchs and prophets, as well as through types and
symbols, God spoke to the world concerning the coming of a Deliverer
from sin.—Lift Him Up, p. 26.

The foundation of our hope in Christ is the fact that we recognize
ourselves as sinners in need of restoration and redemption. It is because
we are sinners that we have courage to claim Him as our Saviour. Then let
us take heed lest we deal with the erring in a way that would say to others
that we have no need of redemption. Let us not denounce, condemn, and
destroy as though we were faultless. It is the work of Christ to mend, to
heal, to restore. God is love. ... He ... gives Satan no occasion for
triumphing by making the worst appear or by exposing our weaknesses to
our enemies.

Christ came to bring salvation within the reach of all. ... The most
erring, the most sinful, were not passed by; His labors were especially for
those who most needed the salvation He came to bring. The greater their
need of reform, the deeper was His interest, the greater His sympathy, and
the more earnest His labors. His great heart of love was stirred to its
depths for the ones whose condition was most hopeless and who most
needed His transforming grace.—In Heavenly Places, p. 291.

There is no rest for the living Christian this side of the eternal world.
To obey God’s commandments is to do right and only right. This is
Christian manliness. But many need to take frequent lessons from the life
of Christ, who is the Author and Finisher of our faith. “Consider Him that



endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied
and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin” You are to show a growth in the Christian graces. By
manifesting meekness under provocation and growing away from low
earthliness you give evidence that you have an indwelling Saviour, and
every thought, word, and deed attracts men to Jesus rather than to self.
There is a great amount of work to be done and but little time in which to
do it. Let it be your lifework to inspire all with the thought that they have
a work to do for Christ. Wherever there are duties to be done which
others do not understand because they do not wish to see their lifework,
accept them and do them.

The standard of morality is not exalted high enough among God’s
people.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 597.



Wednesday, February 23: The Cross and the Cost of
Forgiveness

Only once a year could the high priest enter into the most holy place,
after the most careful and solemn preparation. No mortal eye but that of
the high priest could look upon the sacred grandeur of that apartment,
because it was the especial dwelling place of God’s visible glory. The high
priest always entered it with trembling, while the people waited his return
with solemn silence. Their earnest desires were to God for His blessing.
Before the mercy seat God conversed with the high priest. If he remained
an unusual time in the most holy, the people were often terrified, fearing
that because of their sins or some sin of the priest, the glory of the Lord
had slain him. But when the sound of the tinkling of the bells upon his
garments was heard, they were greatly relieved. He then came forth and
blessed the people.—The Story of Redemption, pp. 155, 156.

The spotless Son of God hung upon the cross, His flesh lacerated with
stripes; those hands so often reached out in blessing, nailed to the wooden
bars; those feet so tireless on ministries of love, spiked to the tree; that
royal head pierced by the crown of thorns; those quivering lips shaped to
the cry of woe. And all that He endured—the blood drops that flowed from
His head, His hands, His feet, the agony that racked His frame, and the
unutterable anguish that filled His soul at the hiding of His Father’s face—
speaks to each child of humanity, declaring, It is for thee that the Son of
God consents to bear this burden of guilt; for thee He spoils the domain of
death, and opens the gates of Paradise. He who stilled the angry waves
and walked the foam-capped billows, who made devils tremble and
disease flee, who opened blind eyes and called forth the dead to life,—
offers Himself upon the cross as a sacrifice, and this from love to thee. He,
the Sin Bearer, endures the wrath of divine justice, and for thy sake
becomes sin itself.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 755, 756.

In this life we can only begin to understand the wonderful theme of
redemption. With our finite comprehension we may consider most
earnestly the shame and the glory, the life and the death, the justice and



the mercy, that meet in the cross; yet with the utmost stretch of our
mental powers we fail to grasp its full significance. The length and the
breadth, the depth and the height, of redeeming love are but dimly
comprehended. The plan of redemption will not be fully understood, even
when the ransomed see as they are seen and know as they are known; but
through the eternal ages new truth will continually unfold to the
wondering and delighted mind. Though the griefs and pains and
temptations of earth are ended and the cause removed, the people of God
will ever have a distinct, intelligent knowledge of what their salvation has
cost.—The Great Controversy, p. 651.



Thursday, February 24: Judgment and the Character of God

Christ humbled Himself to stand at the head of humanity, to meet the
temptations and endure the trials that humanity must meet and endure.
He must know what humanity has to meet from the fallen foe, that He
might know how to succor those who are tempted.

And Christ has been made our Judge. The Father is not the Judge. The
angels are not. He who took humanity upon Himself, and in this world
lived a perfect life, is to judge us. He only can be our Judge. Will you
remember this, brethren? Will you remember it, ministers? Will you
remember it, fathers and mothers? Christ took humanity that He might be
our Judge. No one of you has been appointed to be a judge of others. It is
all that you can do to discipline yourselves. In the name of Christ I entreat
you to heed the injunction that He gives you never to place yourselves on
the judgment seat. From day to day this message has been sounded in my
ears: “Come down from the judgment seat. Come down in humility”—
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, pp. 185, 186.

“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” Here is language that
expresses His mind toward a corrupt and idolatrous people: “How shall I
give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? ... Mine heart is
turned within Me, My repentings are kindled together” Must He give up
the people for whom such a provision has been made, even His only-
begotten Son, the express image of Himself? God permits His Son to be
delivered up for our offenses. He Himself assumes toward the Sin Bearer
the character of a judge, divesting Himself of the endearing qualities of a
father.

Herein His love commends itself in the most marvelous manner to the
rebellious race. What a sight for angels to behold! What a hope for man,
“that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”! The just suffered for
the unjust; He bore our sins in His own body on the tree. “He that spared
not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things?”—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel
Workers, pp. 245, 246.



We need to have higher and more distinct views of the character of
Christ. ... We are not to think of God only as a judge and to forget Him as
a loving Father. Nothing can do our souls greater harm than this, for our
whole spiritual life is molded from our conceptions of God’s character. We
have lessons to learn of Jesus’ love.

“Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, as
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” Ephesians 5:1, 2. This is the
height of the love we are required to reach. And the texture of this love is
not tainted with selfishness.—Our High Calling, p. 176.



Friday, February 25: For Further Reading

The Desire of Ages, “Calvary,” pp. 741-757,
The Great Controversy, “God’s People Delivered,” pp. 651, 652.



Lesson 10
Jesus Opens the Way Through
the Vell

Sabbath Afternoon, February 26

What a source of joy to the disciples to know that they had ... a Friend
in heaven to plead in their behalf! Through the visible ascension of Christ
all their views and contemplation of heaven are changed. ... Now heaven
was connected with the thought of Jesus, whom they had loved and
reverenced above all others. ...

... They now looked upon it as their future home, where mansions were
being prepared for them by their loving Redeemer. Prayer was clothed
with a new interest, since it was a communion with their Saviour. With
new and thrilling emotions and a firm confidence that their prayer would
be answered, they gathered in the upper chamber to offer their petitions
and to claim the promise of the Saviour, who had said, “Ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full” They prayed in the name of Jesus.—
Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1054.

Jesus stands in the holy of holies, now to appear in the presence of God
for us. There He ceases not to present His people moment by moment,
complete in Himself. But because we are thus represented before the
Father, we are not to imagine that we are to presume upon His mercy and
become careless, indifferent, and self-indulgent. Christ is not the minister
of sin. We are complete in Him, accepted in the Beloved, only as we abide
in Him by faith.

Perfection through our own good works we can never attain. The soul
who sees Jesus by faith repudiates his own righteousness. He sees himself
as incomplete, his repentance insufficient, his strongest faith but
feebleness, his most costly sacrifice as meager, and he sinks in humility at
the foot of the cross. But a voice speaks to him from the oracles of God’s



Word. In amazement he hears the message, “Ye are complete in him”
(Colossians 2:10). Now all is at rest in his soul. No longer must he strive to
find some worthiness in himself, some meritorious deed by which to gain
the favor of God.—Reflecting Christ, p. 76.

The beloved John, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, speaks with
great plainness and assurance: “If we ask anything according to His will,
He heareth us: and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.” 1 John 5:14, 15.
Then press your petition to the Father in the name of Jesus. God will
honor that name.

The rainbow round about the throne is an assurance that God is true,
that in Him is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. We have sinned
against Him, and are undeserving of His favor; yet ... when we come to
him confessing our unworthiness and sin, He has pledged Himself to give
heed to our cry. The honor of His throne is staked for the fulfillment of His
word unto us.

Like Aaron, who symbolized Christ, our Saviour bears the names of all
His people on His heart in the holy place. Our great High Priest
remembers all the words by which He has encouraged us to trust. He is
ever mindful of His covenant.—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 148.



Sunday, February 27: Jesus Before the Father

The slaying of the Passover lamb was a shadow of the death of Christ.
Says Paul: “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us” 1 Corinthians 5:7. The
sheaf of first fruits, which at the time of the Passover was waved before
the Lord, was typical of the resurrection of Christ. Paul says, in speaking
of the resurrection of the Lord and of all His people: “Christ the first fruits;
afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming.” 1 Corinthians 15:23. Like
the wave sheaf, which was the first ripe grain gathered before the harvest,
Christ is the first fruits of that immortal harvest of redeemed ones that at
the future resurrection shall be gathered into the garner of God.

These types were fulfilled, not only as to the event, but as to the time.
On the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month, the very day and month
on which for fifteen long centuries the Passover lamb had been slain,
Christ, having eaten the Passover with His disciples, instituted that feast
which was to commemorate His own death as “the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world” That same night He was taken by
wicked hands to be crucified and slain. And as the antitype of the wave
sheaf our Lord was raised from the dead on the third day, “the first fruits
of them that slept,] a sample of all the resurrected just.—The Great
Controversy, p. 399.

Beholding the perfection of Christ’s character, contemplating His
mission, His love, His grace, His truth, [believers] are charmed; the great
want of the soul is met, and they will say with the psalmist, “I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness” (Psalm 17:15). The divine object
of faith and love they see to be Jesus Christ. With them the love of the
world, the worshiping of earthly treasures, have come to an end.

Such a soul appropriates the Word of God to himself. He sees that the
miracles, the self-denial, the self-sacrifice of Christ, His being lifted up on
the cross, were for him. The language of the heart will be, “He died for me.
He triumphed in death that I should not perish but believe in Him as my
personal Saviour, and have that life which measures with the life of God.
In the riches of His grace I am possessed of treasures that are as enduring
as eternity.”—That I May Know Him, p. 216.



At times a deep sense of our unworthiness will send a thrill of terror
through the soul, but this is no evidence that God has changed toward us,
or we toward God. No effort should be made to rein the mind up to a
certain intensity of emotion. We may not feel today the peace and joy
which we felt yesterday; but we should by faith grasp the hand of Christ,
and trust Him as fully in the darkness as in the light.—The Sanctified Life,
p- 90.



Monday, February 28: God’s Invitation

By His mighty power, notwithstanding the opposition of Pharaoh, God
delivered His people from Egypt, that they might keep the law which had
been given in Eden. He brought them to Sinai to hear the proclamation of
this law.

By proclaiming the Ten Commandments to the children of Israel with
His own voice, God demonstrated their importance. In awful grandeur He
made known His majesty and authority as Ruler of the world. This He did
to impress the people with the sacredness of His law and the importance
of obeying it. The power and glory with which the law was given reveal
its importance. It is the faith once delivered to the saints by Christ our
Redeemer speaking from Sinai.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, pp. 197,
198.

Most earnestly [David] studied the ways of God, expressed by Christ
when enshrouded in the pillar of cloud, and given to Moses to be faithfully
repeated to all Israel. ... As David considered His pledges and promises to
them, knowing they were for all who need them as much as for Israel, he
appropriated them to himself, saying, “I will remember the works of the
Lord: surely I will remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate also of all
thy work, and talk of thy doing.”

His faith laid hold of God, and he was strengthened and encouraged;
although he recognized God’s ways as mysterious, yet he knew they were
merciful and good; for this was His character as revealed to Moses: “The
Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed
the name of the Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed,
The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth”

—Ellen G. White Comments, in The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 3, p. 1149.

The Captain of our salvation strengthens His followers, not with
scientific falsehoods, but with genuine faith in the word of a personal God.
This word is repeated over and over and over again with deeper
affirmative power. Satan brings all his powers to the assault in the last



close conflict, and the endurance of the follower of Christ is taxed to the
utmost. At times it seems that he must yield. But a word of prayer to the
Lord Jesus goes like an arrow to the throne of God, and angels of God are
sent to the field of battle. The tide is turned ... and the oppressed are
delivered. The believing, harassed souls are borne up as on eagles’ wings,
and the victory is gained. ...

What wonderful lessons we shall learn as the result of depending
constantly on the sufficiency of Christ. He who is learning these lessons
need not depend on another’s experience. He has the witness in himself,
and his experience is the actual knowledge that Christ is all-sufficient,
faithful, and powerful. He has the realization of the promise, “My grace is
sufficient for thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9).—In Heavenly Places, p. 297.



Tuesday, March 1: The Need for a Veil

In the sanctuary of the wilderness tabernacle and of the temple that
were the earthly symbols of God’s dwelling place, one apartment was
sacred to His presence. The veil inwrought with cherubim at its entrance
was not to be lifted by any hand save one. To lift that veil, and intrude
unbidden into the sacred mystery of the most holy place, was death. For
above the mercy seat dwelt the glory of the Holiest—glory upon which no
man might look and live. On the one day of the year appointed for
ministry in the most holy place, the high priest with trembling entered
God’s presence, while clouds of incense veiled the glory from his sight.
Throughout the courts of the temple every sound was hushed. No priests
ministered at the altars. The host of worshipers, bowed in silent awe,
offered their petitions for God’s mercy.—The Ministry of Healing, pp. 437,
438.

It is not the highest work of education to communicate knowledge
merely, but to impart that vitalizing energy which is received through the
contact of mind with mind, and soul with soul. It is only life that can beget
life. What privilege, then, was theirs who for three years were in daily
contact with that divine life from which has flowed every life-giving
impulse that has blessed the world! Above all his companions, John the
beloved disciple yielded himself to the power of that wondrous life. He
says, The life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and
show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was
manifested unto us” “Of His fullness have all we received, and grace for
grace.” 1 John 1:2; John 1:16.

In the apostles of our Lord there was nothing to bring glory to
themselves. It was evident that the success of their labors was due only to
God. The lives of these men, the characters they developed, and the
mighty work that God wrought through them, are a testimony to what He
will do for all who are teachable and obedient.—The Desire of Ages, p. 250.

The soul that has given himself to Christ is more precious in His sight
than the whole world. The Saviour would have passed through the agony



of Calvary that one might be saved in His kingdom. He will never
abandon one for whom He has died. Unless His followers choose to leave
Him, He will hold them fast.

Through all our trials we have a never-failing Helper. He does not leave
us alone to struggle with temptation, to battle with evil, and be finally
crushed with burdens and sorrow. Though now He is hidden from mortal
sight, the ear of faith can hear His voice saying, Fear not; I am with you. “I
am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore”
Revelation 1:18. I have endured your sorrows, experienced your struggles,
encountered your temptations. I know your tears; I also have wept. The
griefs that lie too deep to be breathed into any human ear, I know. Think
not that you are desolate and forsaken. Though your pain touch no
responsive chord in any heart on earth, look unto Me, and live.—The Desire
of Ages, p. 483.


Haruto
Highlight


Wednesday, March 2: The New and Living Way Through the Veil

Those who truly believe in Christ sit together with Him in heavenly
places. Let us accept the badge of Christianity. This is not an outward sign,
not the wearing of a cross or a crown, but it is something that reveals the
union of man with God. ...

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over
the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) and let us consider
one another to provoke unto love and to good works: not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching”
(Hebrews 10:19-25).—The Upward Look, p. 233.

The intercession of Christ in our behalf is that of presenting His divine
merits in the offering of Himself to the Father as our substitute and surety;
for He ascended up on high to make an atonement for our transgressions.
... "He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

From [this] it is evident that it is not God’s will that you should be
distrustful, and torture your soul with the fear that God will not accept
you because you are sinful and unworthy. ... Present your case before
Him, pleading the merits of the blood shed for you upon Calvary’s cross.
Satan will accuse you of being a great sinner, and you must admit this, but
you can say: ‘I know I am a sinner, and that is the reason I need a Saviour.
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. “The blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin. ... I have no merit or goodness whereby I
may claim salvation, but I present before God the all-atoning blood of the
spotless Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is my
only plea. The name of Jesus gives me access to the Father. His ear, His



heart, is open to my faintest pleading, and He supplies my deepest
necessities.”—Reflecting Christ, p. 75.

Christ came to give to the world an example of what perfect humanity
might be when united with divinity. He presented to the world a new
phase of greatness in His exhibition of mercy, compassion, and love. He
gave to men a new interpretation of God. As head of humanity, He taught
men lessons in the science of divine government, whereby He revealed the
righteousness of the reconciliation of mercy and justice.—Selected
Messages, book 1, p. 260.



Thursday, March 3: They Will See His Face

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Have we not proved this in the past as we have
moved out in faith to produce the things now seen? ... Faith is not only to
look forward to things unseen; it is to be confirmed by looking at past
experience, at tangible results, the verification of God’s Word. ... Pray,
“Lord, increase my faith.” Faith quickens the senses to work diligently to
produce results. Faith elevates and ennobles the powers of the soul,
enabling it to lay hold upon the unseen. ...

Looking unto Jesus, not only as our Example, but as the Author and
Finisher of our faith, let us go forward, having confidence that He will
supply us with all the strength that is needed for every duty.—The Upward
Look, p. 72.

Faith is needed in the smaller no less than in the greater affairs of life.
In all our daily interests and occupations the sustaining strength of God
becomes real to us through an abiding trust. ...

Only the sense of God’s presence can banish the fear that, for the timid
child, would make life a burden. Let him fix in his memory the promise,
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and
delivereth them. Let him read that wonderful story of Elisha in the
mountain city, and, between him and the hosts of armed foemen, a mighty
encircling band of heavenly angels. Let him read how to Peter, in prison
and condemned to death, God’s angel appeared; how, past the armed
guards, the massive doors and great iron gateway with their bolts and
bars, the angel led God’s servant forth in safety. ...

In no less marked a manner than He wrought then will He work now
wherever there are hearts of faith to be channels of His power.

—Reflecting Christ, p. 127.

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting
life” Through the beloved John, who listened to these words, the Holy
Spirit declared to the churches, “This is the record, that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life” 1



John 5:11, 12. And Jesus said, “I will raise him up at the last day.” Christ
became one flesh with us, in order that we might become one spirit with
Him. It is by virtue of this union that we are to come forth from the grave,
—not merely as a manifestation of the power of Christ, but because,
through faith, His life has become ours. Those who see Christ in His true
character, and receive Him into the heart, have everlasting life. It is
through the Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the Spirit of God, received
into the heart by faith, is the beginning of the life eternal.—The Desire of
Ages, p. 388.



Friday, March 4: For Further Reading

God’s Amazing Grace, “Christ the Mediator,” p. 154;
Selected Messages, “Christ Our High Priest,” book 1, pp. 341, 342.



Lesson 11

Jesus, Author and Perfecter of
Our Faith

Sabbath Afternoon, March 5

It was ... singlehearted purpose to win the race for eternal life that Paul
longed to see revealed in the lives of the Corinthian believers. He knew
that in order to reach Christ’s ideal for them, they had before them a life
struggle from which there would be no release. He entreated them to
strive lawfully, day by day seeking for piety and moral excellence. He
pleaded with them to lay aside every weight and to press forward to the
goal of perfection in Christ.

Paul pointed the Corinthians to the experience of ancient Israel, to the
blessings that rewarded their obedience, and to the judgments that
followed their transgressions. He reminded them of the miraculous way in
which the Hebrews were led from Egypt under the protection of the cloud
by day and the pillar of fire by night. ... By these acts God had
acknowledged Israel as His church. ... The Hebrews, in all their travels,
had Christ as a leader. The smitten rock typified Christ, who was to be
wounded for men’s transgressions, that the stream of salvation might flow
to all.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 315.

Just as surely as we have a personal Saviour, we have also a personal
adversary, cruel and cunning, who ever watches our steps, and plots to
lead us astray. He can work most effectually in disguise. Wherever the
opinion is entertained that he does not exist, there he is most busy. ...

Aim to be faithful students in the school of Christ, learning daily to
conform your life to the divine Pattern. Set your faces heavenward, and
press toward the mark for the prize of your high calling in Christ Jesus.
Run the Christian race with patience, and rise superior to every
temptation, however grievous it may be, that shall come to you. Resist the



devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God; and if you are desirous
of taking the first upward step, you will find His hand stretched out to
help you. It remains with you, individually, as to whether you walk in the
light of the Sun of Righteousness, or in the darkness of error. The truth of
God can be a blessing to you only as you permit its influence to purify and
refine your soul.—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 79.

The competitors in the ancient games, after they had submitted to self-
denial and rigid discipline, were not even then sure of the victory...

Such is not the case in the Christian warfare. Not one who complies
with the conditions will be disappointed at the end of the race. Not one
who is earnest and persevering will fail of success. The race is not to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong. The weakest saint, as well as the
strongest, may wear the crown of immortal glory. All may win who,
through the power of divine grace, bring their lives into conformity to the
will of Christ.—The Faith I Live By, p. 369.



Sunday, March 6: The Righteous Will Live By Faith

[The] Christian life is more than many take it to be. It does not consist
wholly in gentleness, patience, meekness, and kindliness. These graces are
essential; but there is need also of courage, force, energy, and
perseverance. The path that Christ marks out is a narrow, self-denying
path. To enter that path and press on through difficulties and
discouragements requires men who are more than weaklings.

Men of stamina are wanted, men who will not wait to have their way
smoothed and every obstacle removed, men who will inspire with fresh
zeal the flagging efforts of dispirited workers, men whose hearts are warm
with Christian love and whose hands are strong to do their Master’s work.
—The Ministry of Healing, p. 497.

“Although I have been twice disappointed,” wrote [William Miller], “I
am not yet cast down or discouraged. ... My hope in the coming of Christ
is as strong as ever. I have done only what, after years of solemn
consideration, I felt it my solemn duty to do.” ... “One thing I do know, I
have preached nothing but what I believed; and God has been with me;
His power has been manifested in the work, and much good has been
effected.” ...

God did not forsake His people; His Spirit still abode with those who
did not rashly deny the light which they had received, and denounce the
advent movement. In the Epistle to the Hebrews are words of
encouragement and warning for the tried, waiting ones at this crisis: “Cast
not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of
reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of
God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and He that shall
come will come, and will not tarry” Hebrews 10:35-37.—The Great
Controversy, p. 407.

[God] has given to every man his work, and He calls upon all to begin
to work just where they are. He cannot do what He desires to do until the
human agent acts his part.



At times the arm of faith seems too short even to touch the Saviour’s
garment, but there stands the promise, with God behind it: “Then shalt
thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here
[ am.” (Isaiah 58:9). ...

It is not our efforts that bring victory. It is seeing God behind the
promise, and believing and trusting Him. Grasp by faith the hand of
infinite power. The Lord is faithful who hath promised.

Questions will arise that cannot be settled by any amount of thinking.
Do not spend time trying to settle them. Take up the work waiting to be
done, trusting in God as your wisdom. His righteousness will go before
you, and the questions that have troubled you will answer themselves.—
The Upward Look, p. 133.



Monday, March 7: By Faith, Abraham ...

Abraham’s unquestioning obedience was one of the most striking
instances of faith and reliance upon God to be found in the Sacred Record.
With only the naked promise that his descendants should possess Canaan,
without the least outward evidence, he followed on where God should
lead, fully and sincerely complying with the conditions on his part, and
confident that the Lord would faithfully perform His word. The patriarch
went wherever God indicated his duty; he passed through wildernesses
without terror; he went among idolatrous nations, with the one thought:
“God has spoken; I am obeying His voice; He will guide, He will protect
me.”

Just such faith and confidence as Abraham had the messengers of God
need today. But many whom the Lord could use will not move onward,
hearing and obeying the one Voice above all others. ... The Lord would do
much more for His servants if they were wholly consecrated to Him,
esteeming His service above the ties of kindred and all other earthly
associations.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 524.

It is Satan’s purpose to destroy men’s confidence in God, to make them
dissatisfied with their condition in life, and to lead them to seek a
knowledge of what God has wisely veiled from them, and to despise what
He has revealed in His Holy Word.

There are many who become restless when they cannot know the
definite outcome of affairs. They cannot endure uncertainty, and in their
impatience they refuse to wait to see the salvation of God. ... If they would
but trust in God, and watch unto prayer, they would find divine
consolation. Their spirit would be calmed by communion with God. The
weary and the heavy-laden would find rest unto their souls if they would
only go to Jesus.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 687.

A deeper and wider experience in religious things is to come to God’s
people. Christ is our example. If through living faith and sanctified
obedience to God’s word we reveal the love and grace of Christ, if we
show that we have a true conception of God’s guiding providences in the



work, we shall carry to the world a convincing power. A high position
does not give us value in the sight of God. Man is measured by his
consecration and faithfulness in working out the will of God. If the
remnant people of God will walk before Him in humility and faith, He will
carry out through them His eternal purpose, enabling them to work
harmoniously in giving to the world the truth as it is in Jesus. He will use
all-men, women, and children—in making the light shine forth to the
world and calling out a people that will be true to His commandments.
Through the faith that His people exercise in Him, God will make known
to the world that He is the true God, the God of Israel.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 9, p. 274.



Tuesday, March 8—Moses: Believing in the Unseen

All who occupied the throne of the Pharaohs must become members of
the priestly caste; and Moses, as the heir apparent, was to be initiated into
the mysteries of the national religion. ... But while he was an ardent and
untiring student, he could not be induced to participate in the worship of
the gods. He was threatened with the loss of the crown, and warned that
he would be disowned by the princess should he persist in his adherence
to the Hebrew faith. But he was unshaken in his determination to render
homage to none save the one God.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 245.

In the upbuilding of His work the Lord does not always make
everything plain before His servants. He sometimes tries the confidence of
His people by having them move forward in faith. Often He brings them
into strait and trying places, bidding them go forward when their feet
seem to be touching the waters of the Red Sea. It is at such times, when
the prayers of His servants ascend to Him in earnest faith, that He opens
the way before them and brings them out into a large place.

The Lord wants His people in these days to believe that He will do as
great things for them as He did for the children of Israel in their journey
from Egypt to Canaan. We are to have an educated faith that will not
hesitate to follow His instructions in the most difficult experiences. “Go
forward” is the command of God to His people.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 9, p. 271.

All who will turn from the pleasures of earth, and with Moses choose
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures of the world, will, with faithful Moses, receive
the unfading crown of immortality and the far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory. ...

The work of salvation is not child’s play, to be taken hold of at will and
let alone at pleasure. It is the steady purpose, the untiring effort, that will
gain the victory at last. It is he who endureth to the end that shall be
saved. It is they who patiently continue in well-doing that shall have



eternal life and the immortal reward. ... All who are engaged in this
warfare with Satan and his host have a close work before them. They must
not be as impressible as wax, that the fire can melt into any form. They
must endure hardness as faithful soldiers, stand at their post, and be true
every time.— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, pp. 101, 102.



Wednesday, March 9: By Faith, Rahab and the Rest ...

The advancing hosts of Israel found that knowledge of the mighty
workings of the God of the Hebrews had gone before them, and that some
among the heathen were learning that He alone was the true God. In
wicked Jericho the testimony of a heathen woman was, “The Lord your
God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.” Joshua 2:11. The
knowledge of Jehovah that had thus come to her, proved her salvation. By
faith “Rahab perished not with them that believed not” Hebrews 11:31.
And her conversion was not an isolated case of God’s mercy toward
idolaters who acknowledged His divine authority. In the midst of the land
a numerous people—the Gibeonites—renounced their heathenism and
united with Israel, sharing in the blessings of the covenant. ...

Christ came to demolish every wall of partition, to throw open every
compartment of the temple courts, that every soul may have free access to
God. His love is so broad, so deep, so full, that it penetrates everywhere. It
lifts out of Satan’s influence those who have been deluded by his
deceptions, and places them within reach of the throne of God, the throne
encircled by the rainbow of promise.—Prophets and Kings, pp. 369, 370.

Christianity promises no exemption from sorrow. “We must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). Faith is
needed, strong, trusting faith, which believes that God will bring His
children into no temptation greater than they are able to bear. What such
faith has power to do is told by Paul in his letter to the Hebrews. Speaking
of those who in the face of persecution and death had maintained an
unshaken trust in God, he says:

“Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. ... And
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a
better resurrection” (Hebrews 11:33-35).

In this world these heroes of faith were counted unworthy of life; but
in heaven they are enrolled as sons of God, worthy of the highest honor.—



In Heavenly Places, p. 268.

It will require a sacrifice to give yourself to God; but it is a sacrifice of
the lower for the higher, the earthly for the spiritual, the perishable for the
eternal. God does not design that our will should be destroyed, for it is
only through its exercise that we can accomplish what He would have us
do. Our will is to be yielded to Him, that we may receive it again, purified
and refined, and so linked in sympathy with the Divine that He can pour
through us the tides of His love and power. However bitter and painful
this surrender may appear to the willful, wayward heart, yet “it is
profitable for thee”—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 62.



Thursday, March 10: Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of Our
Faith

In the heavenly race we can all run and all receive the prize. There is no
uncertainty, no risk, in the matter. We must put on the heavenly graces,
and, with the eye directed upward to the crown of immortality, keep the
Pattern ever before us. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief. The humble, self-denying life of our divine Lord we are to keep
constantly in view. And then as we seek to imitate Him, keeping our eye
upon the mark of the prize, we can run this race with certainty, knowing
that if we do the very best we can, we shall certainly secure the prize.

When we have this great inducement before us, cannot we “run with
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author and
Finisher of our faith®? He has pointed out the way for us, and marked it all
along by His own footsteps. It is the path that He traveled, and we may,
with Him, experience the self-denial and the suffering, and walk in this
pathway imprinted by His own blood.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2,
pp. 358, 359.

Without His grace, our efforts cannot bring lasting benefit. It is through
the grace of Christ that we are to be overcomers; through the merits of His
blood we are to be of that number whose names will not be blotted out of
the book of life. Those who are final overcomers will have the life that
runs parallel with the life of God, and wear the crown of the victor. When
such great and eternal reward awaits us, we should run the race with
patience, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. ...

... Everything that blots and stains the soul must be removed, must be
cleansed from the heart. We must know what it means to be a partaker of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruptions that are in the world
through lust. ... Will you accept the great provision of salvation, and
through the merits of the Infinite Sacrifice made in your behalf, become a
partaker of the divine nature? God has given His only-begotten Son, that
through His shame, suffering, and death, you might have glory, honor, and
immortality.—Signs of the Times, June 15, 1891.



Give up your self-confidence and self-sufficiency, brethren, and follow
the meek Pattern. Ever keep Jesus in your mind that He is your example
and you must tread in His footsteps. Look unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame. He endured the contradiction of sinners
against Himself. He for our sins was once the meek, slain lamb, wounded,
bruised, smitten, and afflicted.

Let us, then, cheerfully suffer something for Jesus’ sake, crucify self
daily, and be partakers of Christ’s sufferings here, that we may be made
partakers with Him of His glory, and be crowned with glory, honor,
immortality, and eternal life.—Early Writings, pp. 113, 114.



Friday, March 11: For Further Reading

The Upward Look, “The Great Exemplar,” p. 134;
My Life Today, “O God! Help Me to Higher Levels,” p. 105.



Lesson 12

Receiving an Unshakable
Kingdom

Sabbath Afternoon, March 12

God is speaking to us in these last days. We hear His voice in the
storm, in the rolling thunder. We hear of calamities He permits in the
earthquakes, the breaking forth of waters, and the destructive elements
sweeping all before them.

In these perilous times, those who profess to be God’s commandment--
keeping people should guard against the tendency to lose the spirit of
reverence and godly fear. The Scriptures teach men how to approach their
Maker—with humility and awe, through faith in a divine Mediator. Let
man come on bended knee, as a subject of grace, a suppliant at the
footstool of mercy. Thus he is to testify that the whole soul, body, and
spirit are in subjection to his Creator.—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 91.

An earthquake marked the hour when Christ laid down His life, and
another earthquake witnessed the moment when He took it up in triumph.
He who had vanquished death and the grave came forth from the tomb
with the tread of a conqueror, amid the reeling of the earth, the flashing of
lightning, and the roaring of thunder. When He shall come to the earth
again, He will shake “not the earth only, but also heaven.” “The earth shall
reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage.” “The
heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll;” “the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned
up.” But “the Lord will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the
children of Israel” Hebrews 12:26; Isaiah 24:20; 34:4; 2 Peter 3:10; Joel 3:16.
—The Desire of Ages, p. 780.



Those who study the Bible, counsel with God, and rely upon Christ will
be enabled to act wisely at all times and under all circumstances. Good
principles will be illustrated in actual life. Only let the truth for this time
be cordially received and become the basis of character, and it will
produce steadfastness of purpose, which the allurements of pleasure, the
fickleness of custom, the contempt of the world-loving, and the heart’s
own clamors for self-indulgence are powerless to influence. Conscience
must be first enlightened, the will must be brought into subjection. The
love of truth and righteousness must reign in the soul, and a character will
appear which heaven can approve.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p.
43.



Sunday, March 13: “You Have Come to Mount Zion”

Jesus is coming ... in the glory of the Father and with all the retinue of
holy angels to escort Him on His way to earth. All heaven will be emptied
of the angels, while the waiting saints will be looking for Him and gazing
into heaven, as were the men of Galilee when He ascended from the
Mount of Olivet. Then only those who are holy, those who have followed
fully the meek Pattern, will with rapturous joy exclaim as they behold
Him, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us”
And they will be changed “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump”—that trump which wakes the sleeping saints, and calls them
forth from their dusty beds, clothed with glorious immortality, and
shouting, “Victory! Victory over death and the grave!” The changed saints
are then caught up together with the angels to meet the Lord in the air,
never more to be separated from the object of their love.

With such a prospect as this before us, such a glorious hope, such a
redemption that Christ has purchased for us by His own blood, shall we
hold our peace? Shall we not praise God even with a loud voice, as did the
disciples when Jesus rode into Jerusalem? Is not our prospect far more
glorious than was theirs? Who dare then forbid us glorifying God, even
with a loud voice, when we have such a hope, big with immortality, and
full of glory? We have tasted of the powers of the world to come, and long
for more. My whole being cries out after the living God, and I shall not be
satisfied until I am filled with all His fullness.—Early Writings, p. 110.

Even here Christians may have the joy of communion with Christ; they
may have the light of His love, the perpetual comfort of His presence.
Every step in life may bring us closer to Jesus, may give us a deeper
experience of His love, and may bring us one step nearer to the blessed
home of peace. Then let us not cast away our confidence, but have firm
assurance, firmer than ever before. “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us,” and
He will help us to the end. 1 Samuel 7:12. Let us look to the monumental
pillars, reminders of what the Lord has done to comfort us and to save us
from the hand of the destroyer. Let us keep fresh in our memory all the
tender mercies that God has shown us,—the tears He has wiped away, the



pains He has soothed, the anxieties removed, the fears dispelled, the wants
supplied, the blessings bestowed,—thus strengthening ourselves for all
that is before us through the remainder of our pilgrimage. ...

And by and by the gates of heaven will be thrown open to admit God’s
children, and from the lips of the King of glory the benediction will fall on
their ears like richest music, “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” Matthew
25:34.—Steps to Christ, pp. 125, 126.



Monday, March 14: You Have Come to God, the Judge of All

The gospel message proclaimed by Christ’s disciples ... pointed forward
to His second coming in glory to redeem His people, and it set before men
the hope, through faith and obedience, of sharing the inheritance of the
saints in light. This message is given to men today, and at this time there is
coupled with it the announcement of Christ’s second coming as at hand.
The signs which He Himself gave of His coming have been fulfilled, and
by the teaching of God’s word we may know that the Lord is at the door.

John in the Revelation foretells the proclamation of the gospel message
just before Christ’s second coming. He beholds an angel flying “in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the
hour of His judgment is come.” Revelation 14:6, 7.

In the prophecy this warning of the judgment, with its connected
messages, is followed by the coming of the Son of man in the clouds of
heaven. The proclamation of the judgment is an announcement of Christ’s
second coming as at hand. And this proclamation is called the everlasting
gospel. Thus the preaching of Christ’s second coming, the announcement
of its nearness, is shown to be an essential part of the gospel message.—
Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 226—228.

John saw the mercy, the tenderness, and the love of God blending with
His holiness, justice, and power. He saw sinners finding a Father in Him of
whom their sins had made them afraid. And looking beyond the
culmination of the great conflict, he beheld upon Zion “them that had
gotten the victory ... stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God,
and singing “the song of Moses” and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2, 3.

The Saviour is presented before John under the symbols of “the Lion of
the tribe of Judah” and of “a Lamb as it had been slain.” Revelation 5:5, 6.
These symbols represent the union of omnipotent power and self-
sacrificing love. The Lion of Judah, so terrible to the rejectors of His grace,
will be the Lamb of God to the obedient and faithful. The pillar of fire that
speaks terror and wrath to the transgressor of God’s law is a token of light



and mercy and deliverance to those who have kept His commandments.
The arm strong to smite the rebellious will be strong to deliver the loyal.
Everyone who is faithful will be saved. “He shall send His angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other” Matthew 24:31.—The
Acts of the Apostles, pp. 589, 590.



Tuesday, March 15: Shake the Heavens and the Earth

[On] December 16, 1848, the Lord gave me a view of the shaking of the
powers of the heavens. I saw that when the Lord said “heaven,” in giving
the signs recorded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, He meant heaven, and
when He said “earth” He meant earth. The powers of heaven are the sun,
moon, and stars. They rule in the heavens. The powers of earth are those
that rule on the earth. The powers of heaven will be shaken at the voice of
God. Then the sun, moon, and stars will be moved out of their places. They
will not pass away, but be shaken by the voice of God.

Dark, heavy clouds came up and clashed against each other. The
atmosphere parted and rolled back; then we could look up through the
open space in Orion, whence came the voice of God. The Holy City will
come down through that open space. I saw that the powers of earth are
now being shaken and that events come in order. War, and rumors of war,
sword, famine, and pestilence are first to shake the powers of earth, then
the voice of God will shake the sun, moon, and stars, and this earth also.—
Early Writings, p. 41.

It will not be long until the gathering storm will burst upon the world
that is so asleep in sin. ... When the earth is reeling to and fro like a
drunkard, when the heavens are shaking, and the great day of the Lord
has come, who shall be able to stand? One object they behold in trembling
agony from which they will try in vain to escape. “Behold, he cometh with
clouds; and every eye shall see him” (Revelation 1:7). ...

That Lamb whose wrath will be so terrible to the scorners of His grace
will be grace and righteousness and love and blessing to all who have
received Him. The pillar of cloud that was dark with terror and avenging
wrath to the Egyptians, was to the people of God a pillar of fire for
brightness. So will it be to the Lord’s people in these last days. The light
and glory of God to His commandment-keeping people are darkness to
the unbelieving. They see that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God. The arm, long stretched, strong to save all who come unto
Him, is strong to execute His judgment upon all who would not come
unto Him that they might have life. God grant that while mercy still



lingers, while the voice of invitation is still heard, there will be a turning
unto the Lord. The sure provision has been made to shelter every soul and
shield those who have kept His commandments until the indignation be
overpast.—That I May Know Him, p. 356.

In mercy to the world, God blotted out its wicked inhabitants in Noah’s
time. In mercy He destroyed the corrupt dwellers in Sodom. Through the
deceptive power of Satan the workers of iniquity obtain sympathy and
admiration, and are thus constantly leading others to rebellion. It was so
in Cain’s and in Noah’s day, and in the time of Abraham and Lot; it is so
in our time. It is in mercy to the universe that God will finally destroy the
rejecters of His grace.—The Great Controversy, p. 543.



Wednesday, March 16: An Unshakable Kingdom

The follower of Christ will meet with ... spiritualistic interpretations of
the Scriptures, but he is not to accept them. His voice is to be heard in
clear affirmation of the eternal truths of the Scriptures. Keeping his eyes
fixed on Christ, he is to move steadily forward in the path marked out,
discarding all ideas that are not in harmony with His teaching. The truth
of God is to be the subject for his contemplation and meditation. He is to
regard the Bible as the voice of God speaking directly to him. Thus he will
find the wisdom which is divine.

The knowledge of God as revealed in Christ is the knowledge that all
who are saved must have. This is the knowledge that works
transformation of character. Received into the life, it will re-create the soul
in the image of Christ. This is the knowledge that God invites His children
to receive, beside which all else is vanity and nothingness.

In every generation and in every land the true foundation for character
building has been the same—the principles contained in the word of God.
The only safe and sure rule is to do what God says. “The statutes of the
Lord are right,” and “he that doeth these things shall never be moved.”
Psalms 19:8; 15:5.—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 474, 475.

Those who are partakers of the divine nature will not give way to
temptation. The enemy is working with all his might to overcome those
who are striving to live the Christian life. He comes to them with
temptations, in the hope that they will yield. Thus he hopes to discourage
them. But those who have planted their feet firmly on the Rock of Ages
will not yield to his devices. They will remember that God is their Father
and Christ their Helper. The Saviour came to our world to bring to every
tried, tempted soul strength to overcome even as He overcame. I know the
power of temptation; I know the dangers that are in the way; but I know,
too, that strength sufficient for every time of need is provided for those
who are struggling against temptation.—Messages to Young People, p. 81.

He that is to come says, “Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is
with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be” Every good



deed done by the people of God as the fruit of their faith, will have its
corresponding reward. As one star differeth from another star in glory, so
will believers have their different spheres assigned them in the future life.

When a man dies, his influence does not die with him; but it lives on,
reproducing itself. The influence of the man who was good and pure and
holy lives on after his death, like the glow of the descending sun, casting
its glories athwart the heavens, lighting up the mountain peaks long after
the sun has sunk behind the hill. So will the works of the pure and the
holy and the good reflect their light when they no longer live to speak and
act themselves. Their works, their words, their example will forever live.
“The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance”—Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 428, 429.



Thursday, March 17: Let Us Be Grateful

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly
fear. Hebrews 12:28. ...

The Christian is to be prepared for the doing of a work that reveals
kindness, forbearance, long-suffering, gentleness, patience. The cultivation
of these precious gifts is to come into the life of the Christian, that, when
called into service by the Master, he may be ready to use his highest
powers in helping and blessing those around him.—In Heavenly Places, p.
330.

There are many who profess to be Christ’s followers and yet are not
doers of His Word. They do not relish this Word because it presents
service which is not agreeable to them. ...

The essence and flavor of all obedience is the outworking of a principle
within—the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence
of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer, doing right because it is
right. ...

... When the love of Christ enters the heart we strive to imitate the
character of Christ. ... The more we study the life of Christ with a heart to
learn, the more Christlike we become. Into the heart of every true doer of
the Word the Holy Spirit infuses clear understanding. The more we crucify
selfish practices by imparting our blessings to others and by exercising our
God-given ability, the more the heavenly graces will be strengthened and
increased in us. We will grow in spirituality, in patience, in fortitude, in
meekness, in gentleness.—That I May Know Him, p. 118.

Our God is a tender, merciful Father. His service should not be looked
upon as a heart-saddening, distressing exercise. It should be a pleasure to
worship the Lord and to take part in His work. God would not have His
children, for whom so great salvation has been provided, act as if He were
a hard, exacting taskmaster. He is their best friend; and when they
worship Him, He expects to be with them, to bless and comfort them,
filling their hearts with joy and love. The Lord desires His children to take



comfort in His service and to find more pleasure than hardship in His
work. He desires that those who come to worship Him shall carry away
with them precious thoughts of His care and love, that they may be
cheered in all the employments of daily life, that they may have grace to
deal honestly and faithfully in all things. ...

The soul may ascend nearer heaven on the wings of praise. God is
worshiped with song and music in the courts above, and as we express our
gratitude we are approximating to the worship of the heavenly hosts.
“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth” God. Psalm 50:23. Let us with reverent
joy come before our Creator, with “thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.”
Isaiah 51:3.—Steps to Christ, pp. 103, 104.



Friday, March 18: For Further Reading

The Faith I Live By, “Unmoved in the Shaking Time,” p. 336;
Early Writings, “The Shaking,” pp. 269-272.



Lesson 13

“Let Brotherly Love Continue”

Sabbath Afternoon, March 19

Christ was to identify Himself with the interests and needs of
humanity. He who was one with God has linked Himself with the children
of men by ties that are never to be broken. Jesus is “not ashamed to call
them brethren” (Hebrews 2:11); He is our Sacrifice, our Advocate, our
Brother, bearing our human form before the Father’s throne, and through
eternal ages one with the race He has redeemed—the Son of man. And all
this that man might be uplifted from the ruin and degradation of sin that
he might reflect the love of God and share the joy of holiness. ...

Such love is without a parallel. Children of the heavenly King! Precious
promise! Theme for the most profound meditation! The matchless love of
God for a world that did not love Him! The thought has a subduing power
upon the soul and brings the mind into captivity to the will of God. The
more we study the divine character in the light of the cross, the more we
see mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness blended with equity and justice,
and the more clearly we discern innumerable evidences of a love that is
infinite and a tender pity surpassing a mother’s yearning sympathy for
her wayward child.—Steps to Christ, pp. 14, 15.

We call God our Father; we claim to be children of one family, and
when there is a disposition to lessen the respect and influence of another
to build up ourselves, we please the enemy and grieve Him whom we
profess to follow. The tenderness and mercy that Jesus has revealed in His
own precious life should be an example to us of the manner in which we
should treat our fellow beings and especially those who are our brethren
in Christ.

God is continually benefiting us, but we are too indifferent to His
favors. We have been loved with an infinite tenderness, and yet many of
us have little love for one another. We are too severe upon those we



suppose to be in error, and are very sensitive to the least blame or
question in regard to our own course. ...

... We are daily recipients of the bounties of heaven and should have
loving gratitude springing up in our hearts to God, which should cause us
to sympathize with our neighbors and make their interests our own.
Thoughts and meditations upon the goodness of God to us would close the
avenues of the soul to Satan’s suggestions.

— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 222.

The union between Christ and His people is to be living, true, and
unfailing, resembling the union that exists between the Father and the
Son. This union is the fruit of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. All true
children of God will reveal to the world their union with Christ and with
their brethren. Those in whose hearts Christ abides will bear the fruit of
brotherly love. They will realize that as members of God’s family they are
pledged to cultivate, cherish, and perpetuate Christian love and fellowship,
in spirit, words, and action.—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 293.



Sunday, March 20: Caring for God’s People

God conferred great honor upon Abraham. Angels of heaven walked
and talked with him as friend with friend. When judgments were about to
be visited upon Sodom, the fact was not hidden from him, and he became
an intercessor with God for sinners. His interview with the angels
presents also a beautiful example of hospitality.

In the hot summer noontide the patriarch was sitting in his tent door,
looking out over the quiet landscape, when he saw in the distance three
travelers approaching. ... He hastened after them, and with the utmost
courtesy urged them to honor him by tarrying for refreshment. With his
own hands he brought water that they might wash the dust of travel from
their feet. He himself selected their food, and while they were at rest
under the cooling shade, an entertainment was made ready, and he stood
respectfully beside them while they partook of his hospitality. This act of
courtesy God regarded of sufficient importance to record in His word; and
a thousand years later it was referred to by an inspired apostle: “Be not
forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares.” Hebrews 13:2.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 138.

There are many others to whom we might make our homes a blessing.
Our social entertainments should not be governed by the dictates of
worldly custom, but by the Spirit of Christ and the teaching of His word.
The Israelites, in all their festivities, included the poor, the stranger, and
the Levite, who was both the assistant of the priest in the sanctuary, and a
religious teacher and missionary. These were regarded as the guests of the
people, to share their hospitality on all occasions of social and religious
rejoicing, and to be tenderly cared for in sickness or in need. It is such as
these whom we should make welcome to our homes. How much such a
welcome might do to cheer and encourage the missionary nurse or the
teacher, the care-burdened, hard-working mother, or the feeble and aged,
so often without a home, and struggling with poverty and many
discouragements.— The Ministry of Healing, pp. 352, 353.



Think it not lowering to your dignity to minister to suffering humanity.
Look not with indifference and contempt upon those who have laid the
temple of the soul in ruins. These are objects of divine compassion. He
who created all, cares for all. Even those who have fallen the lowest are
not beyond the reach of His love and pity. If we are truly His disciples, we
shall manifest the same spirit. The love that is inspired by our love for
Jesus will see in every soul, rich or poor, a value that cannot be measured
by human estimate. Let your life reveal a love that is higher than you can
possibly express in words.

Often the hearts of men will harden under rebuke, but they cannot
withstand the love expressed toward them in Christ. ... Let your message
be: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”—
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 279. Jonn 4:29


Haruto
Typewriter
John 1:29


Monday, March 21: Covetousness and Sexual Immorality

Although made in the image of God, man has, through intemperance,
violated principle and God’s law in his physical nature. Intemperance of
any kind benumbs the perceptive organs and so weakens the brain-nerve
power that eternal things are not appreciated, but placed upon a level with
the common. The higher powers of the mind, designed for elevated
purposes, are brought into slavery to the baser passions. If our physical
habits are not right, our mental and moral powers cannot be strong; for
great sympathy exists between the physical and the moral. The apostle
Peter understood this and raised his voice of warning to his brethren:
“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul”

There is but little moral power in the professed Christian world. Wrong
habits have been indulged, and physical and moral laws have been
disregarded, until the general standard of virtue and piety is exceedingly
low. Habits which lower the standard of physical health enfeeble mental
and moral strength. The indulgence of unnatural appetites and passions
has a controlling influence upon the nerves of the brain. The animal
organs are strengthened, while the moral are depressed. It is impossible
for an intemperate man to be a Christian, for his higher powers are
brought into slavery to the passions.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3,
pp- 50, 51.

Those who have the Lord’s talents of means are placed under a heavy
responsibility. They are not to invest money merely for the gratification of
selfish desires, for whatever is spent in this way is just that much kept
from the Lord’s treasury. Through the sovereign goodness of God, the
Holy Spirit works through the human agent, and causes him to make
smaller or larger investments in the cause of God, to make them redound
to the glory of God.

Whenever you think of using the Lord’s money for your own selfish
gratification, remember that there are many who are in deep poverty who
cannot purchase either food or clothing, and [that] they are God’s
heritage. We are to do good to all men, and especially to those who are of



the household of faith. If those who have abundant means are God’s
agents in dealing in truth, they will use their treasures wisely, so that none
of the household of faith need to go hungry or naked.—7The Upward Look,
p- 29.

The deepest and truest philosophy of life and faith is to bring ourselves
into the most intimate relation with God. ...

Keep fast hold on Jesus. ... Keep your soul in the love of God whatever
may betide, and you will grow spiritually strong. Jesus is your loving
friend, He will take your hand and help you over every hard and trying
place. A grateful, trustful, habitual recognition of God lies at the very
foundation of all right conduct, all true character. You must never lose
confidence in God.—Letter 22, September 19, 1886.



Tuesday, March 22: Remember Your Leaders

The higher the position a man occupies, the greater the responsibility
that he has to bear, the wider will be the influence that he exerts and the
greater his need of dependence on God. Ever should he remember that
with the call to work comes the call to walk circumspectly before his
fellow men. He is to stand before God in the attitude of a learner. Position
does not give holiness of character. It is by honoring God and obeying His
commands that a man is made truly great. ...

The path of men who are placed as leaders is not an easy one. But they
are to see in every difficulty a call to prayer. Never are they to fail of
consulting the great Source of all wisdom. Strengthened and enlightened
by the Master Worker, they will be enabled to stand firm against unholy
influences and to discern right from wrong, good from evil. They will
approve that which God approves, and will strive earnestly against the
introduction of wrong principles into His cause.—Prophets and Kings, pp.
30, 31.

Peter had been restored to his apostleship, but the honor and authority
he received from Christ had not given him supremacy over his brethren. ...
Peter was not honored as the head of the church. The favor which Christ
had shown him in forgiving his apostasy, and entrusting him with the
feeding of the flock, and Peter’s own faithfulness in following Christ, won
for him the confidence of his brethren. He had much influence in the
church. But the lesson which Christ had taught him by the Sea of Galilee
Peter carried with him throughout his life.—The Desire of Ages, p. 817.

God wants us to do much more praying and much less talking. The
threshold of heaven is flooded with the light of His glory, and He will let
this light shine into the heart of everyone who will stand in right relation
to Him. ...

Do not criticize those who carry the burdens of responsibility. Let not
the conversation in your homes be poisoned with criticism of the Lord’s
workers. Parents who indulge this criticizing spirit are not bringing before
their children that which will make them wise unto salvation. Their words



tend to unsettle the faith and confidence not only of the children, but of
those older in years. All have little enough of respect and reverence for
sacred things. Satan will unite most zealously with the criticizer in
fostering unbelief, envy, jealousy, and disrespect. Satan is always at work
to imbue men with his spirit, to quench the love which should be sacredly
cherished between brethren, to discourage confidence, to excite envy, evil
surmisings, and the strife of tongues. Let us not be found acting as his co-
workers.— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, pp. 183, 184.



Wednesday, March 23: Beware of Diverse and Strange
Teachings

Penances, mortifications of the flesh, constant confession of sin,
without sincere repentance; fasts, festivals, and outward observances,
unaccompanied by true devotion—all these are of no value whatever. The
sacrifice of Christ is sufficient; He made a whole, efficacious offering to
God; and human effort without the merit of Christ, is worthless. We not
only dishonor God by taking this course but we destroy our present and
future usefulness. A failure to appreciate the value of the offering of
Christ, has a debasing influence; it blights our expectations, and makes us
fall short of our privileges; it leads us to receive unsound and perilous
theories concerning the salvation that has been purchased for us at
infinite cost. The plan of salvation is not understood to be that through
which divine power is brought to man in order that his human effort may
be wholly successful.—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 190.

“A new heart also will I give you.” Christ must dwell in your hearts, as
the blood is in the body, and circulate there as a vitalizing power. On this
subject we cannot be too urgent. While truth must be our panoply, our
convictions need to be strengthened by the living sympathies that
characterized the life of Christ. If the truth, living truth, is not exemplified
in the character, no man can stand. There is only one power that can
either make us steadfast or keep us so—the grace of God, in truth. He who
confides in aught else is already tottering, ready to fall.

The Lord desires you to rely on Him. Make the most of every
opportunity to come to the light. If you remain apart from the holy
influences that come from God, how can you discern spiritual things?—
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p. 189.

Come to Jesus, and receive rest and peace. You may have the blessing
even now. Satan suggests that you are helpless, and cannot bless yourself.
It is true; you are helpless. But lift up Jesus before him: “I have a risen
Saviour. In Him I trust, and He will never suffer me to be confounded. In
His name I triumph. He is my righteousness, and my crown of rejoicing.”



Let no one here feel that his case is hopeless; for it is not. You may see that
you are sinful and undone; but it is just on this account that you need a
Saviour. If you have sins to confess, lose no time. These moments are
golden. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness will be filled; for Jesus has promised
it. Precious Saviour! His arms are open to receive us, and His great heart
of love is waiting to bless us.—Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 352, 353.



Thursday, March 24: Go to Jesus Outside the Camp

The light that shines forth from the life of the true Christian testifies to
his union with Christ. Self is hidden from view, and Christ is revealed. ...
“Now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). Then those whose lives have been hidden
with Christ, those who on this earth have fought the good fight of faith,
will shine forth with the Redeemer’s glory in the kingdom of God.

... God’s purpose for you is that you shall live a life that will make
others better—a life which will show that Christ is formed within, the
hope of glory. It is His purpose that you shall be able to say with the
apostle Paul, “T live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20).—
Reflecting Christ, p. 107.

As I looked in the faces of the tried ones who are precious in the sight
of the Lord, and saw that some of them seemed almost ready to lay off
their armor, ... the question arose in my mind: Who are coming up to take
the places of these aged, worn soldiers of the cross? Who will consecrate
themselves to the work of God? ... Where are those who have the
knowledge of the truth, and who love Jesus and the souls for whom He
died well enough to deny self, to choose the suffering part of religion, and
to go without the camp, bearing the reproach of Christ? ...

... Brethren and sisters, let the earnest prayer of faith ascend to God
that He will raise up laborers, and send them into the harvest field; for the
harvest is great, and the laborers are few.—Life Sketches, pp. 276, 277,

“The Lord is coming,” should be the testimony borne, not only by the
lips, but by the life and character; but many to whom God has given light
and knowledge, talents of influence and means, are men who do not love
the truth and do not practice it. They have drunk so deeply from the
intoxicating cup of selfishness and worldliness that they have become
drunken with the cares of this life. Brethren, if you continue to be as idle,
as worldly, as selfish as you have been, God will surely pass you by, and
take those who are less self-caring, less ambitious for worldly honor, and



who will not hesitate to go, as did their Master, without the camp, bearing
the reproach. The work will be given to those who will take it, those who
prize it, who weave its principles into their everyday experience. God will
choose humble men who are seeking to glorify His name and advance His
cause rather than to honor and advance themselves. He will raise up men
who have not so much worldly wisdom, but who are connected with Him,
and who will seek strength and counsel from above.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 5, p. 461.



Friday, March 25: For Further Reading

Sons and Daughters of God, “All Nations Are Gathered in Judgment,” p.
361;
Lift Him Up, “Surrender to Christ,” p. 245.
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