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Lesson 1 Study Help
Friday, January 6", 2023

The Faith I Live By, Chapter 2, pp. 43

The Three Dignitaries of Heaven

February 12th
“His Wonderful Love Expressed”

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore
the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 1 John 3:1

Love is the principle that underlies God's government in heaven and on earth, and this love must be interwoven in the
life of the Christian. . . . The heart that is influenced by this holy principle will be carried above everything of a selfish
nature. {FLB 43.2}

When we seek for appropriate language in which to describe the love of God, we find words too tame, too weak, too
far beneath the theme, and we lay down our pen and say, "No, it cannot be described." We can only do as did the
beloved disciple, and say, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God." 1 John 3:1. In attempting any description of this love, we feel that we are as infants lisping their first
words. Silently we may adore; for silence in this matter is the only eloquence. This love is past all language to describe.
{FLB 43.3}

All the paternal love which has come down from generation to generation through the channel of human hearts, all
the springs of tenderness which have opened in the souls of men, are but as a tiny rill to the boundless ocean when
compared with the infinite, exhaustless love of God. Tongue cannot utter it; pen cannot portray it. You may meditate
upon it every day of your life; you may search the Scriptures diligently in order to understand it; you may summon every
power and capability that God has given you, in the endeavor to comprehend the love and compassion of the heavenly
Father; and yet there is an infinity beyond. You may study that love for ages; yet you can never fully comprehend the
length and the breadth, the depth and the height, of the love of God in giving His Son to die for the world. Eternity itself
can never fully reveal it. Yet as we study the Bible and meditate upon the life of Christ and the plan of redemption, these
great themes will open to our understanding more and more. {FLB 43.4}
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Lesson 1 Study Help
Friday, January 6", 2023

This Day With God, Chapter 138, p. 146
May 18th
“Heart Holiness”

"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people." Jeremiah 31:33,
R.S.V. {TDG 146.1}

When the law of God is written in the heart it will be exhibited in a pure and holy life. The commandments of God
are no dead letter. They are spirit and life, bringing the imaginations and even the thoughts into subjection to the will of
Christ. The heart in which they are written will be kept with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. All who love
Jesus and keep the commandments will seek to avoid the very appearance of evil; not because they are constrained thus
to do, but because they are copying a pure model, and feel averse to everything contrary to the law written in their
hearts. They will not feel self-sufficient, but their trust will be in God, who alone is able to keep them from sin and
impurity. The atmosphere surrounding them is pure; they will not corrupt their own souls or the souls of others. It is
their pleasure to deal justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly before God. {TDG 146.2}

The danger that lies before those living in these last days, is the absence of pure religion, the absence of heart
holiness. The converting power of God has not wrought in transforming their characters. They profess to believe sacred
truths as did the Jewish nation; but in their failing to practice the truth, they are ignorant both of the Scriptures and the
power of God. The power and influence of God's law are around about, but not within the soul, renewing it in true
holiness. . .. {TDG 146.3}

God designs that the teacher of the Bible should in his character and home life be a specimen of the principles of the
truth which he is teaching to his fellow men. {TDG 146.4}

What a man is, has a greater influence than what he says. The quiet, consistent, godly life is a living epistle, known
and read of all men. A man may speak and write like an angel, but his practices may resemble a fallen fiend. . . . True
character is not something shaped from without, or put on, but it is something radiating from within. If true goodness,
purity, meekness, lowliness, and equity are dwelling in the heart, that fact will be reflected in the character; and such a
character is full of power.--Review and Herald, May 17, 1887. (Italics supplied.) {TDG 146.5}
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Lesson 2 Study Help
Friday, January 13", 2023

Counsels on Stewardship, Chapter 12, pp. 67

“For Every Dispensation”

Such [referring to the experience of Abraham and Jacob in paying tithe] was the practice of patriarchs and prophets
before the establishment of the Jews as a nation. But when Israel became a distinct people, the Lord gave them definite
instruction upon this point: "All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the
Lord's: it is holy unto the Lord." This law was not to pass away with the ordinances and sacrificial offerings that typified
Christ. As long as God has a people upon the earth, His claims upon them will be the same. {CS 67.1}

A tithe of all our increase is the Lord's. He has reserved it to Himself, to be employed for religious purposes. It is
holy. Nothing less than this has He accepted in any dispensation. A neglect or postponement of this duty, will provoke
the divine displeasure. If all professed Christians would faithfully bring their tithes to God, His treasury would be full.--
R. & H., May 16, 1882. {CS 67.2}

“Designed as a Great Blessing”

The special system of tithing was founded upon a principle which is as enduring as the law of God. This system of
tithing was a blessing to the Jews, else God would not have given it them. So also will it be a blessing to those who carry
it out to the end of time. Our heavenly Father did not originate the plan of systematic benevolence to enrich Himself, but
to be a great blessing to man. He saw that this system of beneficence was just what man needed.--3T 404, 405. {CS
67.3}
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Lesson 2 Study Help
Friday, January 13", 2023

Counsels on Stewardship, Chapter 2, pp. 18

“Continual Recipients to Give Continually”

We are sustained every moment by God's care, and upheld by His power. He spreads our tables with food. He gives
us peaceful and refreshing sleep. Weekly He brings to us the Sabbath, that we may rest from our temporal labors, and
worship Him in His own house. He has given us His word to be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. In its sacred
pages we find the counsels of wisdom; and as oft as we lift our hearts to Him in penitence and faith, He grants us the
blessings of His grace. Above all else is the infinite gift of God's dear Son, through whom flow all other blessings for
this life and for the life to come. {CS 18.1}

Surely goodness and mercy attend us at every step. Not till we wish the infinite Father to cease bestowing His gifts
on us, should we impatiently exclaim, Is there no end of giving? Not only should we faithfully render to God our tithes,
which He claims as His own, but we should bring a tribute to His treasury as an offering of gratitude. Let us with joyful
hearts bring to our Creator the first fruits of all His bounties,--our choicest possessions, our best and holiest service.--R.
& H., Feb. 9, 1886. {CS 18.2}

Only Way to Manifest Gratitude

The Lord does not need our offerings. We cannot enrich Him by our gifts. Says the psalmist: "All things come of
Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee." Yet God permits us to show our appreciation of His mercies by self-
sacrificing efforts to extend the same to others. This is the only way in which it is possible for us to manifest our
gratitude and love to God. He has provided no other.--R. & H., Dec. 6, 1887. {CS 18.3}
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Lesson 3 Study Help
Friday, January 20", 2023

Gospel Workers, Chapter 7, pp. 287, 288
“Effect of Receiving the Spirit”

When one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out of the soul, the vacuum is filled by the inflowing
of the Spirit of Christ. Such a one has the faith that purifies the soul from defilement. He is conformed to the Spirit, and
he minds the things of the Spirit. He has no confidence in self. Christ is all and in all. He receives with meekness the
truth that is constantly being unfolded, and gives the Lord all the glory, saying, "God hath revealed them unto us by His
Spirit." "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God." [1 Corinthians 2:10, 12.] {GW 287.1}

The Spirit that reveals, also works in him the fruits of righteousness. Christ is in him, "a well of water springing up
into everlasting life." [John 4:14.] He is a branch of the True Vine, and bears rich clusters of fruit to the glory of God.
What is the character of the fruit borne?--The fruit of the Spirit is "love," not hatred; "joy," not discontent and mourning;
"peace," not irritation, anxiety, and manufactured trials. It is "long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance." [Galatians 5:22, 23.] {GW 287.2}

Those who have this Spirit are earnest workers together with God; the heavenly intelligences co-operate with them,
and they go weighted with the spirit of the message that they bear. They speak words of solid sense, and from the
treasury of the heart bring forth pure, sacred things, after the example of Christ. {GW 288.1}

The message that we have to bear is not one that we need cringe to declare. Its advocates are not to seek to cover it, to
conceal its origin and purpose. As those who have made solemn vows to God, and who have been commissioned as the
messengers of Christ, as stewards of the mysteries of grace, we are under obligation to declare faithfully the whole
counsel of God. {GW 288.2}

We are not to make less prominent the special truths that have separated us from the world, and made us what we are;
for they are fraught with eternal interests. God has given us light in regard to the things that are now taking place, and
with pen and voice we are to proclaim the truth to the world. But it is the life of Christ in the soul, it is the active
principle of love imparted by the Holy Spirit, that alone will make our words fruitful. The love of Christ is the force and
power of every message for God that ever fell from human lips. {GW 288.3}

Nearing the End

Day after day is passing into eternity, bringing us nearer to the close of probation. As never before we must pray for
the Holy Spirit to be more abundantly bestowed upon us, and we must look for its sanctifying influence to come upon
the workers, that those for whom they labor may know that they have been with Jesus and have learned of Him. {GW
288.4}
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Lesson 3 Study Help
Friday, January 20", 2023

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, Chapter 8, pp. 245-252
“Faithful Stewardship”

Christ has purchased us by the price of His own blood. He has paid the purchase money for our redemption, and if we
will lay hold upon the treasure, it is ours by the free gift of God. {9T 245.1}

"How much owest thou unto my Lord?" Luke 16:5. It is impossible to tell. All that we have is from God. He lays His
hand upon our possessions, saying: "I am the rightful owner of the whole universe; these are My goods. Consecrate to
Me the tithes and offerings. As you bring these specified goods as a token of your loyalty and your submission to My
sovereignty, My blessing shall increase your substance, and you will have abundance." {9T 245.2}

God is testing every soul that claims to believe in Him. All are entrusted with talents. The Lord has given men His
goods upon which to trade. He has made them His stewards, and has placed in their possession money, houses, and
lands. All these are to be regarded as the Lord's goods and used to advance His work, to build up His kingdom in the
world. In trading with the Lord's goods, we are to seek Him for wisdom, that we may not use His sacred trust to glorify
ourselves or to indulge selfish impulses. The amount entrusted varies, but those who have the smallest gifts must not feel
that because their talent of means is small, they can do nothing with it. {9T 245.3}

Every Christian is a steward of God, entrusted with His goods. Remember the words: "Moreover it is required in
stewards, that a man be found faithful." 1 Corinthians 4:2. Let us be sure that we are not robbing God in any jots or
tittles, for much is involved in this question. {9T 246.1}

All things belong to God. Men may ignore His claims. While He bountifully bestows His blessings upon them, they
may use His gifts for their own selfish gratification; but they will be called to give an account for their stewardship. {9T
246.2}

A steward identifies himself with his master. He accepts the responsibilities of a steward, and he must act in his
master's stead, doing as his master would do were he presiding. His master's interests become his. The position of a
steward is one of dignity because his master trusts him. If in any wise he acts selfishly and turns the advantages gained
by trading with his lord's goods to his own advantage, he has perverted the trust reposed in him. {9T 246.3}

The Support of the Gospel

The Lord has made the proclamation of the gospel dependent upon the labors and the voluntary gifts of all His
people. The one who proclaims the message of mercy to fallen men has another work also--to set before the people the
duty of sustaining the work of God with their means. He must teach them that a portion of their income belongs to God
and is to be sacredly bestowed to His work. This lesson he should present by both precept and example; he should
beware that he does not by his own course lessen the force of his teaching. {9T 246.4}

That which has been set apart according to the Scriptures as belonging to the Lord constitutes the revenue of the
gospel and is no longer ours. It is no better than sacrilege for a man to take from God's treasury in order to serve himself
or to serve others in their secular business. Some have been at fault in diverting from the altar of God that which has
been especially dedicated to Him. All should regard this matter in the right light. Let no one, when brought into a strait
place, take money consecrated to religious purposes and use it for his advantage, soothing his conscience by saying that
he will repay it at some future time. Far better cut down the expenses to correspond with the income, to restrict the
wants, and live within the means than to use the Lord's money for secular purposes. {9T 246.5}

The Use of the Tithe

God has given special direction as to the use of the tithe. He does not design that His work shall be crippled for want
of means. That there may be no haphazard work and no error, He has made our duty on these points very plain. The
portion that God has reserved for Himself is not to be diverted to any other purpose than that which He has specified.
Let none feel at liberty to retain their tithe, to use according to their own judgment. They are not to use it for themselves
in an emergency, nor to apply it as they see fit, even in what they may regard as the Lord's work. {9T 247.1}
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The minister should, by precept and example, teach the people to regard the tithe as sacred. He should not feel that he
can retain and apply it according to his own judgment because he is a minister. It is not his. He is not at liberty to devote
to himself whatever he thinks is his due. He should not give his influence to any plans for diverting from their legitimate
use the tithes and offerings dedicated to God. They are to be placed in His treasury and held sacred for His service as He
has appointed. {9T 247.2}

God desires all His stewards to be exact in following divine arrangements. They are not to offset the Lord's plans by
performing some deed of charity or giving some gift or some offering when or how they, the human agents, shall see fit.
It is a very poor policy for men to seek to improve on God's plan, and invent a makeshift, averaging up their good
impulses on this and that occasion, and offsetting them against God's requirements. God calls upon all to give their
influence to His own arrangement. He has made His plan known, and all who would co-operate with Him must carry out
this plan instead of daring to attempt an improvement on it. {9T 248.1}

The Lord instructed Moses, for Israel: "Thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive
beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always." Exodus 27:20. This was to be a continual offering, that the house
of God might be properly supplied with that which was necessary for His service. His people today are to remember that
the house of worship is the Lord's property and that it is to be scrupulously cared for. But the funds for this work are not
to come from the tithe. {9T 248.2}

A very plain, definite message has been given to me for our people. I am bidden to tell them that they are making a
mistake in applying the tithe to various objects which, though good in themselves, are not the object to which the Lord
has said that the tithe should be applied. Those who make this use of the tithe are departing from the Lord's arrangement.
God will judge for these things. {9T 248.3}

One reasons that the tithe may be applied to school purposes. Still others reason that canvassers and colporteurs
should be supported from the tithe. But a great mistake is made when the tithe is drawn from the object for which it is to
be used--the support of the ministers. There should be today in the field one hundred well qualified laborers where now
there is but one. {9T 248.4}

A Solemn Obligation

The tithe is sacred, reserved by God for Himself. It is to be brought into His treasury to be used to sustain the gospel
laborers in their work. For a long time the Lord has been robbed because there are those who do not realize that the tithe
is God's reserved portion. {9T 249.1}

Some have been dissatisfied and have said: "I will not longer pay my tithe; for I have no confidence in the way things
are managed at the heart of the work." But will you rob God because you think the management of the work is not right?
Make your complaint, plainly and openly, in the right spirit, to the proper ones. Send in your petitions for things to be
adjusted and set in order; but do not withdraw from the work of God, and prove unfaithful, because others are not doing
right. {9T 249.2}

Read carefully the third chapter of Malachi and see what God says about the tithe. If our churches will take their
stand upon the Lord's word and be faithful in paying their tithe into His treasury, more laborers will be encouraged to
take up ministerial work. More men would give themselves to the ministry were they not told of the depleted treasury.
There should be an abundant supply in the Lord's treasury, and there would be if selfish hearts and hands had not
withheld the tithes or made use of them to support other lines of work. {9T 249.3}

God's reserved resources are to be used in no such haphazard way. The tithe is the Lord's, and those who meddle with
it will be punished with the loss of their heavenly treasure unless they repent. Let the work no longer be hedged up
because the tithe has been diverted into various channels other than the one to which the Lord has said it should go.
Provision is to be made for these other lines of work. They are to be sustained, but not from the tithe. God has not
changed; the tithe is still to be used for the support of the ministry. The opening of new fields requires more ministerial
efficiency than we now have, and there must be means in the treasury. {9T 249.4}

Those who go forth as ministers have a solemn responsibility devolving upon them which is strangely neglected.
Some enjoy preaching, but they do not give personal labor to the churches. There is great need of instruction concerning
the obligations and duties to God, especially in regard to paying an honest tithe. Our ministers would feel sadly
aggrieved if they were not promptly paid for their labor; but will they consider that there must be meat in the treasure
house of God wherewith to sustain the laborers? If they fail to do their whole duty in educating the people to be faithful
in paying to God His own, there will be a shortage of means in the treasury to carry forward the Lord's work. {9T
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250.1}

The overseer of the flock of God should faithfully discharge his duty. If he takes the position that because this is not
pleasant to him, he will leave it for someone else to do, he is not a faithful worker. Let him read in Malachi the words of
the Lord charging the people with robbery toward God in withholding the tithes. The mighty God declares: "Ye are
cursed with a curse." Malachi 3:9. When the one who ministers in word and doctrine sees the people pursuing a course
that will bring this curse upon them, how can he neglect his duty to give them instruction and warning? Every church
member should be taught to be faithful in paying an honest tithe. {9T 250.2}

"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now here with, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it." Verse 10. {9T 251.1}

I pray that my brethren may realize that the third angel's message means much to us and that the observance of the
true Sabbath is to be the sign that distinguishes those who serve God from those who serve Him not. Let those who have
become sleepy and indifferent, awake. We are called to be holy, and we should carefully avoid giving the impression
that it is of little consequence whether or not we retain the peculiar features of our faith. Upon us rests the golden
obligation of taking a more decided stand for truth and righteousness than we have taken in the past. The line of
demarcation between those who keep the commandments of God and those who do not is to be revealed with
unmistakable clearness. We are conscientiously to honor God, diligently using every means of keeping in covenant
relation with Him, that we may receive His blessings--the blessings so essential for a people who are to be so severely
tried. To give the impression that our faith, our religion, is not a dominating power in our lives is greatly to dishonor
God. Thus we turn from His commandments, which are our life, denying that He is our God and we His people. {9T
251.2}

"The Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him and
keep His commandments to a thousand generations; and repayeth them that hate Him to their face, to destroy them: He
will not be slack to him that hateth Him, He will repay him to his face." Deuteronomy 7:9, 10. {9T 251.3}

Where shall we be before the thousand generations mentioned in this scripture are ended? Our fate will have been
decided for eternity. Either we shall have been pronounced worthy of a home in the everlasting kingdom of God or we
shall have received sentence of eternal death. Those who have been true and faithful to their covenant with God; those
who, remembering Calvary, have stood firmly on the side of truth, ever striving to honor God, will hear the
commendation: "Well done, good and faithful servant." But those who have given God only halfhearted service,
allowing their lives to be conformed to the ways and practices of the world, will hear the sad words: "Depart from Me; |
know you not." {9T 252.1}
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Lesson 4 Study Help
Friday, January 27", 2023

Counsels on Stewardship, Chapter 7, pp. 40, 41
“Cheerful Liberality in the Closing Work”

The work must not stop for want of means. More means must be invested in it. Brethren in America, in the name of
my Master I bid you wake up! You that are placing your talents of means in a napkin, and hiding them in the earth, who
are building houses and adding land to land, God calls upon you, "Sell that ye have, and give alms." There is a time
coming when commandment keepers can neither buy nor sell. Make haste to dig out your buried talents. If God has
entrusted you with money, show yourselves faithful to your trust; unwrap your napkin, and send your talents to the
exchangers, that when Christ shall come, He may receive His own with interest. {CS 40.1}

In the last extremity, before this work shall close, thousands will be cheerfully laid upon the altar. Men and women
will feel it a blessed privilege to share in the work of preparing souls to stand in the great day of God, and they will give
hundreds as readily as dollars are given now. {CS 40.2}

If the love of Christ were burning in the hearts of His professed people, we would see the same spirit manifested
today. Did they but realize how near is the end of all work for the salvation of souls, they would sacrifice their
possessions as freely as did the members of the early church. They would work for the advancement of God's cause as
earnestly as worldly men labor to acquire riches. Tact and skill would be exercised, and earnest and unselfish labor put
forth to acquire means, not to hoard, but to pour into the treasury of the Lord. {CS 40.3}

What if some become poor in investing their means in the work? Christ for your sakes became poor; but you are
securing for yourselves eternal riches, a treasure in heaven that faileth not. Your means is far safer there than if
deposited in the bank, or invested in houses and lands. It is laid up in bags that wax not old. No thief can approach it, no
fire consume it. . . . {CS 41.1}

In obeying the Saviour's injunction, our example will preach louder than words. The highest display of the power of
truth is seen when those who profess to believe it give evidence of their faith by their works. Those who believe this
solemn truth should possess such a spirit of self-sacrifice as will rebuke the worldly ambition of the money worshiper.--
"Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day Adventists," pp. 291-293. {CS 41.2}
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Lesson 4 Study Help
Friday, January 27", 2023

Conflict and Courage, Chapter 214, p. 220
“The Work Lying Nearest”

August 2nd
He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much. Luke 16:10. {CC 220.1}

God had bidden Elijah anoint another to be prophet in his stead. "Elisha the son of Shaphat . . . shalt thou anoint to be
prophet in thy room," He had said; and in obedience to the command, Elijah went to find Elisha. . .. {CC 220.2}

Elisha's father was a wealthy farmer, a man whose household were among the number that in a time of almost univer-
sal apostasy had not bowed the knee to Baal. Theirs was a home where God was honored and where allegiance to the
faith of ancient Israel was the rule of daily life. In such surroundings the early years of Elisha were passed. In the quie-
tude of country life, under the teaching of God and nature and the discipline of useful work, he received the training in
habits of simplicity and of obedience to his parents and to God that helped to fit him for the high position he was after-
ward to occupy. {CC 220.3}

The prophetic call came to Elisha while, with his father's servants, he was plowing in the field. He had taken up the
work that lay nearest. He possessed both the capabilities of a leader among men and the meekness of one who is ready to
serve. Of a quiet and gentle spirit, he was nevertheless energetic and steadfast. Integrity, fidelity, and the love and fear of
God were his, and in the humble round of daily toil he gained strength of purpose and nobleness of character, constantly
increasing in grace and knowledge. While co-operating with his father in the home-life duties, he was learning to co-
operate with God. {CC 220.4}

By faithfulness in little things, Elisha was preparing for weightier trusts. Day by day, through practical experience, he
gained a fitness for a broader, higher work. . . . None can know what may be God's purpose in His discipline; but all may
be certain that faithfulness in little things is the evidence of fitness for greater responsibilities. Every act of life is a reve-
lation of character, and he only who in small duties proves himself "a workman that needeth not to be ashamed" can be
honored by God with higher service. {CC 220.5}
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Selected Messages, book 2, Chapter 36, pp. 329, 330
“Providing for the Day of Need”

Systematic Savings Advised

Every week you should lay by in some secure place five or ten dollars not to be used up unless in case of sickness.
With economy you may place something at interest. With wise management you can save something after paying your
debts.--Letter 29, 1884. {2SM 329.1}

I have known a family receiving twenty dollars a week to spend every penny of this amount, while another family of
the same size, receiving but twelve dollars a week, laid aside one or two dollars a week, managing to do this by refrain-
ing from purchasing things which seemed to be necessary but which could be dispensed with.--Letter 156, 1901. {2SM
329.2}%

Preparing for the Day of Reduced Income

You might today have had a capital of means to use in case of emergency and to aid the cause of God, if you had
economized as you should. Every week a portion of your wages should be reserved and in no case touched unless suffer-
ing actual want, or to render back to the Giver in offerings to God. . .. {2SM 329.3}

The means you have earned has not been wisely and economically expended so as to leave a margin, should you be
sick and your family deprived of the means you bring to sustain them. Your family should have something to rely upon
if you should be brought into straitened places.--Letter 5, 1877. {2SM 329.4}

A Young Man Counselled to Economize and Save

It is certain you have not economized in everything or you would now have something to show as the result of that
wise economy which is praiseworthy in any young man. To carefully reserve a portion of each week's wages and lay by
a certain sum every week which is not to be touched, should be your rule. ... {2SM 330.1}

Diligence in business, abstinence from pleasure, even privation, so long as health is not endangered, should be cheer-
fully maintained by a young man in your circumstances, and you would have a little competency untouched should you
become sick, that the charities of others would not be your dependence. You have needlessly expended much means
which now might be on interest, and you be having some returns. . .. {2SM 330.2}

You might have had, even from your limited wages, means in reserve for any demand. It might have been invested in
a lot of land which would be increasing in value. But for a young man to live up to the last dollar he earns shows a great
lack of calculation and discernment. {2SM 330.3}

Since mortals have bodies and heads and hearts to be provided for, some provision for the body must be made in or-
der to hold a proper position in the world. Not to meet the world's standards--oh, no, no indeed; but to be of influence in
the world for good. Love and sympathy may be exercised, and the tenderness of common brotherhood. --Letter 41,
1877. {2SM 330.4}
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The Ministry of Healing, Chapter 12, pp. 187, 188

“Business Principles”

None need fear that their liberality would bring them to want. Obedience to God's commandments would surely re-
sult in prosperity. "For this thing," God said, "the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou
puttest thine hand unto." "Thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou shalt reign over many
nations, but they shall not reign over thee." Deuteronomy 15:10, 6. {MH 187.1}

God's word sanctions no policy that will enrich one class by the oppression and suffering of another. In all our busi-
ness transactions it teaches us to put ourselves in the place of those with whom we are dealing, to look not only on our
own things, but also on the things of others. He who would take advantage of another's misfortunes in order to benefit
himself, or who seeks to profit himself through another's weakness or incompetence, is a transgressor both of the princi-
ples and of the precepts of the word of God. {MH 187.2}

"Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take a widow's raiment to pledge."
"When thou dost lend thy brother anything, thou shalt not go into his house to fetch his pledge. Thou shalt stand abroad,
and the man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out the pledge abroad unto thee. And if the man be poor, thou shalt not
sleep with his pledge." "If thou at all take thy neighbor's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun
goeth down: for that is his covering only: . . . wherein shall he sleep? and it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto Me,
that I will hear; for I am gracious." "If thou sell aught unto thy neighbor, or buyest aught of thy neighbor's hand, ye shall
not oppress one another" Deuteronomy 24:17, 10-12; Exodus 22:26, 27; Leviticus 25:14. {MH 187.3}

"Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in measures of length, of weight, or of quantity." "Thou shalt not have
in thy bag diverse weights, a great and a small. Thou shalt not have in thy house diverse measures, a great and a small."
"Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have." Leviticus 19:35, A.R.V.; Deuteronomy 25:13,
14, A.R.V.; Leviticus 19:36, A.R.V. {MH 188.1}

"Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away." "The wicked borroweth,
and payeth not again: but the righteous showeth mercy, and giveth." Matthew 5:42; Psalm 37:21. {MH 188.2}

"Give counsel, execute justice; make thy shade as the night in the midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; betray not
the fugitive." "Let Mine outcasts dwell with thee; . . . be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler." Isaiah 16:3
(AR.V.),4. {MH 188.3}

The plan of life that God gave to Israel was intended as an object lesson for all mankind. If these principles were car-
ried out today, what a different place this world would be! {MH 188.4}

Within the vast boundaries of nature there is still room for the suffering and needy to find a home. Within her bosom
there are resources sufficient to provide them with food. Hidden in the depths of the earth are blessings for all who have
courage and will and perseverance to gather her treasures. {MH 188.5}
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This Day With God, Chapter 87, pp. 95

“Settling Into Salvation”

March 28th

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Ephesians 6:10. {TDG 95.1}

If you are closely connected with Jesus Christ, the Source of light and wisdom, you may become strong men and
women in Christ. We are so willing to be content without any special evidence of our nearness to God that we fail where
we might make a success. Every provision has been made by Jesus that we might not only believe an unpopular truth but
that we might have joy in Him. The truth works by love and faith works by love, and it purifies the soul. . .. {TDG
95.2}

Now the question is, Are you gaining in the knowledge of the truth? Have you a living connection with Jesus Christ?
You see Abraham had, and he talked with angels, and he could ask a favor of them. You see that Moses had a living
connection with God, and his earnest petition was that he might see the glory of God. "Show me Thy glory," was his
petition. Well now, the Lord did not rebuke him for making that request; he was not presumptuous in trying to know
more of God and His glory. But we see that that mighty man of faith was hid in a cleft of the rock, and the hand of God
was placed over the rock, and then He revealed to him His glory. {TDG 95.3}

We have not earnestness enough in our faith or in our experience. . . . [ hope there is not one of you that will settle
down with a contented position because you believe the truth. Just as long as there is a soul to save in all the world you
want to press yourselves to the Source of all light and power that you may save these souls. You do not care to have an
earthly, worldly mold upon your experience. You have souls to save or to lose and you want a great deal more of Jesus
brought into your lives, into your character, and into your experience. You can be a help and blessing to one another by
being true in every position where you are, by feeling that you are God's representative upon the earth. . .. {TDG 95.4}

Do not allow the truth, because it is so often repeated to you, to become a matter of no special benefit; but let it be
fitting us day by day for the society of heavenly angels in the kingdom of God.--Manuscript 19a, March 27, 1886,
"Lessons From the Life of Abraham." {TDG 95.5}



— Index

Lesson 6 Study Help
Friday, February 10", 2023

The Story of Redemption, Chapter 13, pp. 95,96
“Jacob and the Angel”

“Prevailing Faith”

But when he saw that he prevailed not against Jacob, to convince him of his supernatural power, he touched his
thigh, which was immediately out of joint. But Jacob would not give up his earnest efforts for bodily pain. His object
was to obtain a blessing, and pain of body was not sufficient to divert his mind from his object. His determination was
stronger in the last moments of the conflict than at the beginning. His faith grew more earnest and persevering until the
very last, even till the breaking of the day. He would not let go his hold of the angel until he blessed him. "And he said,
Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." The angel then inquired,
"What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince
hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed." {SR 95.1}

Jacob's persevering faith prevailed. He held fast the angel until he obtained the blessing he desired, and the
assurance of the pardon of his sins. His name was then changed from Jacob, the supplanter, to Israel, which signifies a
prince of God. "And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou
dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God
face to face, and my life is preserved." It was Christ that was with Jacob through that night, with whom he wrestled, and
whom he perseveringly held until He blessed him. {SR 95.2}

The Lord heard the supplications of Jacob, and changed the purposes of Esau's heart. He did not sanction any wrong
course which Jacob pursued. His life had been one of doubt, perplexity, and remorse because of his sin, until his earnest
wrestling with the angel, and the evidence he there obtained that God had pardoned his sins. {SR 96.1}

"Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed. He wept, and made supplication unto Him: He found him in
Bethel, and there He spake with us; even the Lord God of hosts; the Lord is his memorial." Hosea 12:4, 5. {SR 96.2}

Esau was marching against Jacob with an army, for the purpose of killing his brother. But while Jacob was wrestling
with the angel that night, another angel was sent to move upon the heart of Esau in his sleeping hours. In his dream he
saw Jacob in exile from his father's house for twenty years, because he was afraid of his life. And he marked his sorrow
to find his mother dead. He saw in his dream Jacob's humility and angels of God around about him. He dreamed that
when they met he had no mind to harm him. When Esau awoke he related his dream to his four hundred men and told
them that they must not injure Jacob, for the God of his father was with him. And when they should meet Jacob, not one
of them should do him harm. {SR 96.3}

"And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. . . . And he
passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. And Esau ran
to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him; and they wept." Jacob entreated Esau to accept a
peace offering, which Esau declined, but Jacob urged him: "Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee;
because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it." {SR 96.4}
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Sons and Daughters of God, Chapter 5, pp. 147

“In Love for Others”
May 20th

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. Ephesians 5:1, 2. {SD 147.1}

You are to follow God as dear children, to be obedient to all His requirements, walking in love as Christ also hath
loved us. . . . Love was the element in which Christ moved and walked and worked. He came to embrace the world in
the arms of His love. ... {SD 147.2}

We are to follow the example set by Christ, and make Him our pattern, until we shall have the same love for others as
He has manifested for us. He seeks to impress us with this profound lesson of love. . . . If your hearts have been given to
selfishness, let Christ imbue you with His love. He desires that we shall love Him fully, and encourages, yes, even
commands, that we shall love others as He has given us an example. He has made love the badge of our discipleship. . . .
This is the measurement to which you are to reach,-- "Love one another; as [ have loved you." What height, what depth
and breadth of love! This love is not simply to embrace a few favourites, it is to reach to the lowliest and humblest of
God's creatures. Jesus says, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me." ... {SD 147.3}

The love and sympathy which Jesus would have us give to others does not savour of sentimentalism, which is a snare
to the soul; it is a love that is of heavenly extraction, which Jesus exemplifies by both precept and example. But instead
of manifesting this love, how often we are alienated and estranged one from another. . . . The result is estrangement from
God, a dwarfed experience, a blighting of Christian growth. . .. {SD 147.4}

The love of Jesus is an active principle, uniting heart with heart in bonds of Christian fellowship. Every one who
enters heaven will on earth have been perfected in love; for in heaven the Redeemer and the redeemed will be objects of
our interest. {SD 147.5}
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The Upward Look, Chapter 250, pp. 264
“Witnessing to Others”

September 7th

Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the
oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor
that are cast out to thy house? Isaiah 58:6, 7. {UL 264.1}

We are living in the last days of this earth's history, and it is time we understood what we must do to be saved. The
Lord will work intelligently for all who will work intelligently for Him. My brethren and sisters, there is something
more for you to do than to sit in your churches Sabbath after Sabbath and to listen to the preaching of the Word. You
have a work to do for [your] friends and neighbors. God requires . . . that you visit these families and seek to create an
interest in the truth for this time. You are not laboring together with God if you neglect the work of helping others to
take hold upon eternal realities. {UL 264.2}

Our ministers are not to be encouraged to hover about the churches to repeat to the believers week after week the
same truths. We have a truth that is saving and precious. The Word of God must be planted in many hearts; the bread of
life must be dealt out to many hungering souls. . . . It is a blessed work to lift up Christ before the world. {UL 264.3}

When the work of the judgment is finished and decisions have been made for eternity, it will be seen that it is those
who have given themselves wholeheartedly to the service of God who will stand right with heaven. Some of these may
not have been able to leave their families to go to some mission field, but they have been missionaries in their own
neighborhood. Their hearts have been so filled with the love of God that their great anxiety has been to win souls for
Him. This has been more to them than silver and gold and the precious things of this world. And as they have labored in
simplicity to minister the Word of truth, the Spirit of God has sent home the Word to the hearts of the people. {UL
264.4}

My brethren and sisters, let us study the simplicity there is in the Word of God. Let us see what we can do to advance
the cause of Christ in the earth. Christ was in this world as a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. There were
many who set themselves against His work. There will be those who will oppose you. But your work is to preach Christ
and Him crucified; and when you do this, the salvation of God will be revealed in the conversion of souls. . .. {UL
264.5}

Let the light shine where you are. Lay hold of the power that there is in Christ, and learn to overcome through the
merits of His blood and the word of your testimony.--Manuscript 93, Sept. 7, 1909, "Address to the Church at Salt Lake
City." {UL 264.6}
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In Heavenly Places, Chapter 167, pp. 173
“The Gold of Christian Character”

June 16th

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold. Proverbs 22:1.
{HP 173.1}

Men may aspire to renown. They may desire to possess a great name. With some the possession of houses and lands
and plenty of money, that which will make them great according to the measure of the world, is the height of their
ambition. They desire to reach the place where they can look down with a sense of superiority upon those who are poor.
All such are building on the sand, and their house will fall suddenly. Superiority of position is not true greatness. That
which does not increase the value of the soul is of no real value in itself. That which alone is worth obtaining is
greatness of soul in the sight of Heaven. The true and exalted nature of your work you may never know. The value of
your own being you can only measure by the value of that Life given to save all who will receive it. {HP 173.2}

Every man will have some estimate of his own worth when he becomes a laborer together with Christ, doing the
work that Christ did, filling the world with Christ's righteousness, bearing a commission from the Most High. . . . The
commission given to the disciples is given to all who are connected with Christ. They are to make any and every
sacrifice for the joy of seeing souls saved who are perishing out of Christ. . .. {HP 173.3}

The highest honor that can be conferred upon human beings, be they young or old, rich or poor, is to be permitted to
lift up the oppressed, to comfort the feeble-minded. The world is full of suffering. Go, and preach the gospel to the poor;
heal the sick. This is the work to be connected with the gospel message. "The poor have the gospel preached to
them" (Matthew 11:5). Colaborers with God are to fill the space they occupy in the world with the love of Jesus. . . . The
love of Christ in the heart is expressed in the actions. If love for Christ is dull the love for those for whom Christ died
will degenerate. . .. {HP 173.4}

True riches are genuine faith and genuine love. These make the character complete in Christ. If there were more faith,
simple, trusting faith in Jesus, there would be love, pure love, which is the gold of Christian character. {HP 173.5}
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My Life Today, Chapter 4, pp. 113

“A Progressive Life”
April 19th

“He Multiplies My Talents”

Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Matthew 25:21 {ML 113.1}

God has given us talents to use for Him. To one He gives five talents, to another two, and to another one. Let not him
who has but one talent think to hide it from God. The Lord knows where it is hidden. He knows that it is doing nothing
for Him. When the Lord comes, He will ask His servants, What have you done with the talents I entrusted to you? And
as he who received five and he who received two tell Him that by trading they have doubled their talents, He will say to
them, "Well done, good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things. . . . Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." Thus He will say also to him who has improved the one talent lent him. .
.. {ML 113.2}

To him who has but one talent I would say, Do you know that one talent, rightly used and improved, will bring to the
Lord one hundred talents? How? you ask. Use your gift in the conversion of one man of intellect, who sees what God is
to him, and what he should be to God. Let him place himself on the side of the Lord, and as he imparts the light to
others, he will be the means of bringing many souls to the Saviour. Through the right use of one talent one hundred souls
may receive the truth. It is not to those who have the greatest number of talents to whom the "Well done" is spoken, but
to those who in sincerity and faithfulness have used their gifts for the Master. ... {ML 113.3}

There is a great work to be done in our world, and we are accountable for every ray of light that shines upon our
pathway. Impart that light, and you will receive more light to impart. Great blessing will come to those who use their
talents aright. {ML 113.4}
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Our High Calling, Chapter 32, pp. 38
“Let Jesus Lead”

February 1st

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. John 14:6. {OHC
38.1}

Oh, that we who are pilgrims and strangers in this foreign country . . . might comprehend Christ, the way, the truth,
and the life. He says, "No man cometh unto the Father, but by me." The path He has marked out is so plain and distinct
that the veriest sinner, loaded with guilt, need not miss his way. Not one trembling seeker need fail of finding the true
path, and of walking in pure and holy light, for Jesus leads the way. {OHC 38.2}

The path is so narrow, so holy, that sin cannot be tolerated therein, yet access to the path has been made for all, and
not one desponding, doubting, trembling soul needs to say, "God cares nought for me." Every soul is precious in His
sight. . . . When Satan was triumphing as the prince of the world, when he claimed the world as his kingdom, when we
were all marred and corrupted with sin, God sent His messenger from heaven, even His only begotten Son, to proclaim
to all the inhabitants of the world, "I have found a ransom. I have made a way of escape for all the perishing. I have your
emancipation papers provided for you, sealed by the Lord of heaven and earth." ... {OHC 38.3}

It is not because there is any flaw in the title which has been purchased for you that you do not accept it. It is not
because the mercy, the grace, the love of the Father and the Son is not ample, and has not been freely bestowed, that you
do not rejoice in pardoning love. . . . If you are lost, it will be because you will not come unto Christ that you might have
life. {OHC 38.4}

God waits to bestow the blessing of forgiveness of sins, of pardon for iniquity, of the gift of righteousness upon all
who will believe in His love, and accept of His salvation. Christ is ready to say to the repenting sinner, ". . . Behold, I
have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee. . . ." Zechariah 3:4-7. Christ is the connecting link between God and man.
The blood of Jesus Christ is the eloquent plea that speaks in behalf of sinners. {OHC 38.5}
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Reflecting Christ, Chapter 23, pp. 37
“Christ a Perfect Example for All”

January 23rd
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. Luke 2:52. {RC 37.1}

Man has fallen. God's image in him is defaced. By disobedience he is depraved in inclination and weakened in
power, unable, apparently, to look forward to anything but tribulation and wrath. But God, through Christ, has wrought
out a way of escape, and He says to everyone, "Be ye therefore perfect." It is His purpose that man shall stand before
Him upright and noble, and He will not be defeated. He sent His Son to this world to bear the penalty of sin, and to show
man how to live a sinless life. {RC 37.2}

Christ is our ideal. He has left a perfect example for childhood, youth, and manhood. He came to this earth, and
passed through the different phases of human experience. In His life sin found no place. From the beginning to the close
of His earthly life, He preserved unsullied His loyalty to God. The Word says of Him, "The child grew, and waxed
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon Him." He "increased in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man." {RC 37.3}

The Saviour lived not to please Himself. . . . He had no home in this world, only as the kindness of His friends
provided Him one, yet it was heaven to be in His presence. Day by day He met trials and temptations, yet He did not fail
or become discouraged. He was always patient and cheerful, and the afflicted hailed Him as a messenger of life and
peace and health. His life held nothing that was not pure and noble. . .. {RC 37.4}

God's promise is, "Ye shall be holy; for I am holy." Holiness is the reflection of God's glory. But in order to reflect
this glory, we must cooperate with God. Heart and mind must be emptied of all that leads to wrong. The Word of God
must be read and studied with a sincere desire to gain from it spiritual strength. This Word is the Bread of heaven. Those
who receive it, and make it a part of their lives, grow strong in the strength of God. Our sanctification is God's object in
all His dealing with us. He has chosen us from eternity, that we may be holy. Christ declares, "This is the will of God,
even your sanctification." Is it your will, also, that your desires and inclinations shall be brought into conformity to the
divine will? . . . {RC 37.5}

Living the life of the Saviour, overcoming every selfish desire, fulfilling bravely and cheerfully our duty to God and
to those around us--this makes us more than conquerors. This prepares us to stand before the great white throne free
from spot or wrinkle, having washed our robes of character, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.--Signs of
the Times, March 30, 1904. {RC 37.6}
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Our High Calling, Chapter 189, pp. 195
“A Bank that Never Fails”

July 8th

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Matthew 6:20, 21. {OHC 195.1}

Here is portrayed the value of eternal riches, in contrast with the treasures of earth. If the purpose and aim of your
life is to lay up treasure in heaven, you will be lifted above the base, sordid, demoralizing influence of an inordinate de-
sire to obtain wealth in this life. Laying up treasure in heaven will give nobility to the character; it will strengthen be-
nevolence, encourage mercy; cultivate sympathy, brotherly kindness, and charity. It will unite the soul of man with
Christ, by links that can never be broken. You may lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven by being rich in good works
--rich in imperishable and spiritual things. {OHC 195.2}

The instruction is to "lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." It is for our own interest that we secure heavenly
riches. God is not benefited by our benevolence. The cattle upon a thousand hills are His. "The earth is the Lord's, and
the fulness thereof." Psalm 24:1. But in using the gifts that He has entrusted to our care for the salvation of souls, we
transfer our wealth to the treasury of heaven. When we are seeking the glory of God, and hasting unto the day of God,
we are colaborers with Christ, and our joy is not a base and fleeting emotion; but it is the joy of our Lord. We are ele-
vated above the corroding, perplexing cares of this frail, fickle world. {OHC 195.3}

While we are in this world, we are subject to losses and disappointments. Thieves break through and steal; moth and
rust corrupt; fire and storm sweep away our possessions. . . . How many have devoted life and soul to acquiring wealth,
but were not rich toward God; and when adversity came upon them, and their possessions were swept away, they had
nothing laid up in heaven. They had lost all--both temporal and eternal riches. . . . {OHC 195.4}

Everything that is laid up upon earth may be swept away in a moment; but nothing can disturb the treasure that is laid
up in heaven. {OHC 195.5}
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The Upward Look Chapter 313, pp. 327
“Worship Nature’s God”

November 9th
The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. Psalm 24:1. {UL 327.1}

God speaks to us in nature. It is His voice we hear as we gaze upon the beauty and richness of the natural world. We
view His glory in the beauteous things His hand has made. We stand and behold His works without a veil between. God
has given us these things that in beholding the works of His hands we may learn of Him. {UL 327.2}

God has given us these precious things as an expression of His love. The Lord is a lover of the beautiful, and to
please and gratify us He has spread before us the beauties of nature, even as an earthly parent seeks to place beautiful
things before the children that He loves. The Lord is always pleased to see us happy. Sinful as it is with all its imperfec-
tions, the Lord has lavished upon this earth the useful and the beautiful. The beautiful, tinted flowers tell of His tender-
ness and love. They have a language of their own, reminding us of the Giver. {UL 327.3}

We may look up through nature to nature's God. In the beautiful, lofty trees, the shrubs, the flowers, God reveals His
character. He is to be compared to the most beautiful lilies and roses and pinks. I love to look upon the things of God in
nature, for the Lord impresses upon them His character. In love to us He has given them, and He means that we shall
have pleasure in them. Then let us not worship the beautiful things in nature, but let us look up through them to nature's
God, and be led to worship the Giver. Let these beautiful ministries of love answer the purpose of God, and draw our
hearts to Him, to be filled with the beauties of His character, and adore His goodness, His compassion, His inexpressible
love. {UL 327.4}

God is good, and greatly to be praised. His mercies have been freely bestowed upon us. He has surrounded us with
tokens of His love. The heathen may rage and imagine vain things, but the Lord is unchangeable. He has made the
strength of the everlasting hills to be a safe retreat for His people. He has prepared the mountains and the caves for His
oppressed and persecuted children. We may sing, God is our refuge and strength in time of trial. He who made the tow-
ering mountains, the everlasting hills--to Him we may look. And He will look from His high and holy place upon those
who love and fear Him. ... {UL 327.5}

In the things of nature we are given symbols of the kingdom of heaven. Thank God, we have a city that is pure,
whose Builder and Maker is God. That city cannot be moved. It is as firm as the throne of God.--Manuscript 153, Nov.
9, 1903. "Through Nature to Nature's God." {UL 327.6}
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Lesson 11 Study Help
Friday, March 17", 2023

Lift Him Up, Chapter 11, pp. 332

“Faith in the Atonement”
November 14th

“The Atonement—Our Foundation of Peace”

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be trou-
bled, neither let it be afraid. John 14:27. {LHU 332.1}

Jesus says, "My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give [ unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, nei-
ther let it be afraid." The peace spoken of by the great Teacher is larger and fuller than we have imagined. Christ is ready
to do large things for us, to restore our natures by making us partakers of His divine nature. He waits to link our hearts
with His heart of infinite love, in order that we may be fully reconciled to God; but it is our privilege to understand that
God loves us as He loves His Son. When we believe in Christ as our personal Saviour, the peace of Christ is ours. The
reconciliation provided for us in the atonement of Christ is the foundation of our peace; but gloomy feelings are no evi-
dence that the promises of God are of no effect. You look at your feelings, and because your outlook is not all bright-
ness, you begin to draw more closely the garment of heaviness about your soul. You look within yourself, and think that
God is forsaking you. You are to look to Christ. In me, Christ says, ye shall have peace. Entering into communion with
our Saviour, we enter the region of peace. {LHU 332.2}

Satan is our destroyer, but Christ is our restorer. We must put faith into constant exercise, and trust in God, whatever
our feelings may be. Isaiah says: "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." You can say with
the psalmist, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord for ever." "Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so
shall ye prosper. And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should praise
the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever.
And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord sent ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and
mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten." "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious."
Consider the fact that the Lord has given His only begotten Son, "that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life" (Review and Herald, May 19, 1896). {LHU 332.3}
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Friday, March 17", 2023

This Day with God, Chapter 86, pp. 94

“Separating From Sin”

March 27th

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set
your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. Colossians 3:1, 2. {TDG 94.1}

The requirements of God are set plainly before us, and the question to be settled is, Will we comply with them? Will
we accept the conditions laid down in His Word--separation from the world? This is not the work of a moment or of a
day. It is not accomplished by bowing at the family altar, and offering up lip service, neither by public exhortation and
prayer. It is a lifelong work. Our consecration to God must be a living principle, interwoven with the life, and leading to
self-denial and self-sacrifice. It must underlie all our thoughts and be the spring of every action. This will elevate us
above the world, and separate us from its polluting influence. {TDG 94.2}

All our actions are affected by our religious experience, and if this experience is founded on God and we understand
the mysteries of godliness, if we are daily receiving of the power of the world to come, and hold communion with God,
and have the fellowship of the Spirit, if we are each day holding with a firmer grasp the higher life, and drawing closer
and still closer to the bleeding side of the Redeemer, we shall have inwrought in us principles that are holy and elevat-
ing. Then it will be as natural for us to seek purity and holiness and separation from the world, as it is for the angels of
glory to execute the mission of love assigned them in saving mortals from the corrupting influence of the world. Every
one who enters the pearly gates of the city of God will be a doer of the Word. He will be a partaker of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. It is our privilege to realize the fulness there is in Christ,
and be blessed by the provision made through Him. Ample provision has been made that we should be raised from the
lowlands of earth, and have our affections fastened upon God and heavenly things. {TDG 94.3}

Will this separation from the world in obedience to the divine command, unfit us for doing the work the Lord has left
us? Will it hinder us from doing good to those around us? No; the firmer hold we have on heaven, the greater will be our
power of usefulness in the world.--Manuscript 1, March 26, 1869, "Diligence in the Work of Preparation." {TDG 94.4}
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God’s Amazing Grace, Chapter 109, pp. 117
“For Each Day’s Need”

April 19th
My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19. {AG 117.1}

All blessings are bestowed upon those who have a vital connection with Jesus Christ. Jesus calls them to Himself not
simply to refresh us with His grace and presence for a few hours, and then to send us forth from His light to walk apart
from Him in sadness and gloom. No, no. He tells us that we must abide with Him and He with us. . . . Trust in Him con-
tinually, and doubt not His love. He knows all our weakness and that which we need. He will give us grace sufficient for
our day. {AG 117.2}

Those only who are constantly receiving fresh supplies of grace, will have power proportionate to their daily need
and their ability to use that power. Instead of looking forward to some future time when, through a special endowment of
spiritual power, they will receive a miraculous fitting up for soul-winning, they are yielding themselves daily to God,
that He may make them vessels meet for His use. Daily they are improving the opportunities for service that lie within
their reach. Daily they are witnessing for the Master wherever they may be, whether in some humble sphere of labor in
the home, or in a public field of usefulness. {AG 117.3}

To the consecrated worker there is wonderful consolation in the knowledge that even Christ during His life on earth
sought His Father daily for fresh supplies of needed grace; and from this communion with God He went forth to
strengthen and bless others. ... {AG 117.4}

Every worker who follows the example of Christ will be prepared to receive and use the power that God has prom-
ised to His church for the ripening of earth's harvest. Morning by morning, as the heralds of the gospel kneel before the
Lord and renew their vows of consecration to Him, He will grant them the presence of His Spirit, with its reviving, sanc-
tifying power. As they go forth to the day's duties, they have the assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit ena-
bles them to be "laborers together with God" (1 Corinthians 3:9). {AG 117.5}
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That I May Know Him, Chapter 218, pp. 224

“God’s Treasure House of Supplies”
August 6th
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19. {TMK 224.1}

The children of God are called upon to be representatives of Christ, showing forth the goodness and mercy of the
Lord. If they but revealed His goodness from day to day, barriers would be raised around their souls against the tempta-
tions of the evil one. . .. {TMK 224.2}

God knows our wants, and has provided for them. The Lord has a treasure house of supplies for His children, and can
give them what they need under all circumstances. Then why do we not trust Him? He has made precious promises to
His children on condition of faithful obedience to His precepts. There is not a burden but He can remove, no darkness
but He can dispel, no weakness but He can change to power, no fears but He can calm, no worthy aspiration but He can
guide and justify. {TMK 224.3}

We are not to look at ourselves. The more we dwell upon our own imperfections, the less strength we shall have to
overcome them. We are to render a cheerful service to God. It is the work of Satan to present the Lord as lacking in
compassion and pity.... We fasten our minds upon the misrepresentations of Satan and dishonor God by mistrusting Him
and by murmuring against Him. When we act like culprits under sentence of death we bear false witness against God.
The Father gave His only begotten and well-beloved Son to die for us, and in so doing He placed great honor upon hu-
manity, for in Christ the link that was broken through sin was reunited and man again connected with Heaven. {TMK
224.4}

You who doubt the mercy of God, look at the Lamb of God, look at the Man of sorrows, who bore your grief and
suffered for your sin. He is your friend. He died on the cross because He loved you. He is touched with the feeling of
your infirmities and bears you up before the throne. In view of His unspeakable love should not hope, love, and gratitude
be cherished in your heart? Should not gladness fill your service to God? {TMK 224.5}
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