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Lesson 1
The War Behind All Wars

Sabbath Afternoon, March 30
After the fall of our first parents, Christ declared that in order to save

man from the penalty of sin, He would come to the world to conquer Satan
on the enemy’s own battlefield. The controversy that began in heaven was
to be continued on the earth.

In this controversy much was to be involved. Vast interests were at stake.
Before the inhabitants of the heavenly universe were to be answered the
questions: “Is God’s law imperfect, in need of amendment or abrogation, or
is it immutable? Is God’s government in need of change, or is it stable?” . . .

The severity of the conflict through which Christ passed was
proportionate to the vastness of the interests involved in His success or
failure. . . . Satan sought to overthrow Christ, in order that he himself might
continue to reign in this world as supreme. . . . The Father, the Son, and
Lucifer have been revealed in their true relation to one another. God has
given unmistakable evidence of His justice and His love.—The Signs of the
Times, August 27, 1902.

The eye of Jesus is upon us every moment. The clouds which intervene
between the soul and the Sun of Righteousness are in the providence of God
permitted to arise that our faith may be strengthened to grasp the great
hopes, the sure promises, that shine undimmed through the darkness of
every storm. Faith must grow through conflict and suffering. We must
individually learn to suffer and be strong, and not sink down in
weakness. . . .

When we pass through trials and afflictions, it is no evidence that Jesus



does not love and bless us. The pitying Lamb of God identifies His interest
with that of His suffering ones. He guards them every moment. He is
acquainted with every grief; He knows every suggestion of Satan, every
doubt that tortures the soul. He is pleading the case of the tempted, the
erring, and the faithless. He is striving to lift them into companionship with
Himself. It is His work to sanctify His people, to cleanse, ennoble, and
purify them, and fill their hearts with peace. He is thus fitting them for
glory, honor, and eternal life; for an inheritance richer and more lasting
than that of any earthly prince.—Our High Calling, p. 327.

Very great troubles are coming upon the world, and the powers of Satan
are stirring with intensity the powers from beneath to work suffering,
disaster, and ruin. His work is to create all the misery upon human beings
that is possible. The earth is the scene of his action, but he is held in check.
He can go no farther than the Lord permits. . . .

Jesus lives to make intercession for us. While the blackness and darkness
are closing about the world, our lives are only secure as they are hid with
Christ in God. Precious Saviour! In Him alone are our hopes of eternal life
to be centered. . . . Faith must pierce the darkest cloud.—That I May Know
Him, p. 284.

Sunday, March 31: War in Heaven
Lucifer in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next

in honor to God’s dear Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels,
was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad,
showing a powerful intellect. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and
majestic. A special light beamed in his countenance and shone around him
brighter and more beautiful than around the other angels; yet Christ, God’s
dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic host. . . .

Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels
bowed to Jesus to acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and
rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his heart was filled with envy and
hatred. . . . He had been highly exalted, but this did not call forth from him
gratitude and praise to his Creator. He aspired to the height of God
Himself. . . .



The great God could at once have hurled this archdeceiver from heaven;
but this was not His purpose. He would give the rebellious an equal chance
to measure strength and might with His own Son and His loyal angels. In
this battle every angel would choose his own side and be manifested to all.
It would not have been safe to suffer any who united with Satan in his
rebellion to continue to occupy heaven. They had learned the lesson of
genuine rebellion against the unchangeable law of God, and this is
incurable. If God had exercised His power to punish this chief rebel,
disaffected angels would not have been manifested; hence, God took
another course, for He would manifest distinctly to all the heavenly host
His justice and His judgment.—The Story of Redemption, pp. 13, 14, 17.

The teaching of this parable [the wheat and the tares] is illustrated in
God’s own dealing with men and angels. Satan is a deceiver. When he
sinned in heaven, even the loyal angels did not fully discern his character.
This was why God did not at once destroy Satan. Had He done so, the holy
angels would not have perceived the justice and love of God. A doubt of
God’s goodness would have been as evil seed that would yield the bitter
fruit of sin and woe. Therefore the author of evil was spared, fully to
develop his character. Through long ages God has borne the anguish of
beholding the work of evil, He has given the infinite Gift of Calvary, rather
than leave any to be deceived by the misrepresentations of the wicked one;
for the tares could not be plucked up without danger of uprooting the
precious grain. And shall we not be as forbearing toward our fellow men as
the Lord of heaven and earth is toward Satan?—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 72.

Monday, April 1: Lucifer Deceives:
Christ Prevails

It was a being of wonderful power and glory that had set himself against
God. . . . Lucifer had been the covering cherub. He had stood in the light of
God’s presence. He had been the highest of all created beings, and had been
foremost in revealing God’s purposes to the universe. After he had sinned,
his power to deceive was the more deceptive, and the unveiling of his



character was the more difficult, because of the exalted position he had held
with the Father.—The Desire of Ages, p. 758.

When our first parents were placed in the beautiful garden of Eden, they
were tested in regard to their loyalty to God. They were free to choose the
service of God, or by disobedience to ally themselves with the enemy of
God and man. If they disregard God’s commands, and listened to the voice
of Satan, as he spoke through the serpent, they would not only forfeit their
claim to Eden, but to life itself. . . .

With what intense interest the whole universe watched the conflict that
was to decide the position of Adam and Eve. How attentively the angels
listened to the words of Satan, the originator of sin, as he sought to make of
none effect the law of God through his deceptive reasoning! How anxiously
they waited to see if the holy pair would be deluded by the tempter, and
yield to his arts! . . .

Adam and Eve persuaded themselves that in so small a matter as eating
of the forbidden fruit, there could not result such terrible consequences as
God had declared. But this small matter was sin, the transgression of God’s
immutable and holy law, and it opened the floodgates of death and untold
woe upon our world. Let us not esteem sin as a trivial thing.—That I May
Know Him, p. 14.

We are living in the last time, and Satan is now working with masterly
power in order that with subtle temptations he may overcome those who
believe in Jesus. But we are to be “kept by the power of God”; therefore, in
temptation give glory to God who is able and will keep the believing soul so
that he shall not be overcome by the wily foe.

The crafty deceiver has been found to be an accuser, a liar, a tormentor
and a murderer; but whatever he may have led others to say concerning
you, the Lord can say to him as He said to Peter, “Get thee behind me,
Satan.” He can say to him, “You shall not come in between this soul and Me.
You shall not interpose yourself between Me and the soul for whom I died a
ransom.” It is for you . . . to dismiss Satan with his temptations, and to take
Jesus. Press close to Jesus, and place your hand in His, and He will firmly
hold your hand, and never let go of the soul who maintains his faith in Him.
—The Upward Look, p. 42.



Tuesday, April 2: Planet Earth
Becomes Involved

Though created innocent and holy, our first parents were not placed
beyond the possibility of wrong-doing. God might have created them
without the power to transgress His requirements, but in that case there
could have been no development of character; their service would not have
been voluntary, but forced. Therefore He gave them the power of choice—
the power to yield or to withhold obedience. And before they could receive
in fullness the blessings He desired to impart, their love and loyalty must be
tested.

In the Garden of Eden was the “tree of knowledge of good and evil. . . .
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat.” Genesis 2:9-17. It was the will of God that Adam and
Eve should not know evil. The knowledge of good had been freely given
them; but the knowledge of evil,—of sin and its results, of wearing toil, of
anxious care, of disappointment and grief, of pain and death,—this was in
love withheld.—Education, p. 23.

With the sins of the world laid upon Him, [the Redeemer] would go over
the ground where Adam stumbled. He would bear a test infinitely more
severe than that which Adam failed to endure. He would overcome on
man’s account, and conquer the tempter, that, through His obedience, His
purity of character and steadfast integrity, His righteousness might be
imputed to man, that, through His name, man might overcome the foe on
his own account. . . .

In the plan of redemption there must be the shedding of blood, for death
must come in consequence of man’s sin. The beasts for sacrificial offerings
were to prefigure Christ. In the slain victim, man was to see the fulfillment
for the time being of God’s word, “Thou shalt surely die.” And the flowing
of the blood from the victim would also signify an atonement. There was no
virtue in the blood of animals; but the shedding of the blood of beasts was to
point forward to a Redeemer who would one day come to the world and die
for the sins of men. And thus Christ would fully vindicate His Father’s law.



—Confrontation, pp. 18, 22.

Satan frequently appears as an angel of light, arrayed in the livery of
heaven; he assumes friendly airs, manifesting great sanctity of character
and high regard for his victims, the souls whom he means to deceive and
destroy. Perils lie in the path which he invites souls to travel, but he
succeeds in concealing these and presents the attractions only. The great
Captain of our salvation has conquered in our behalf, that through Him we
might conquer, if we would, in our own behalf. But Christ saves none
against their choice; He compels none to obedience. He made the infinite
sacrifice that they might overcome in His name and His righteousness be
imputed unto them.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 456.

Wednesday, April 3: Love Finds a
Way

How unmistakably plain were Isaiah’s prophecies of Christ’s sufferings
and death!

Even the manner of His death had been shadowed forth. As the brazen
serpent had been uplifted in the wilderness, so was the coming Redeemer to
be lifted up, “that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16. . . .

But He who was to suffer death at the hands of evil men was to rise
again as a conqueror over sin and the grave. Under the inspiration of the
Almighty the Sweet Singer of Israel had testified of the glories of the
resurrection morn. “My flesh also,” he joyously proclaimed, “shall rest in
hope. For Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell [the grave]; neither wilt Thou
suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.” Psalm 16:9, 10.

Paul showed how closely God had linked the sacrificial service with the
prophecies relating to the One who was to be “brought as a lamb to the
slaughter.” The Messiah was to give His life as “an offering for sin.” Looking
down through the centuries to the scenes of the Saviour’s atonement, the
prophet Isaiah had testified that the Lamb of God “poured out His soul unto
death: and He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of



many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” Isaiah 53:7, 10, 12.—The
Acts of the Apostles, pp. 225–227.

The only begotten Son of God consented to leave the heavenly courts
and come to our world to live with an ungrateful people who refused His
gracious mercies. He consented to live a life of poverty, and to endure
suffering and temptation. He became a Man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief. And the Word declares, “We hid as it were our faces from him” (Isaiah
53:3). Of His own disciples, Peter, denied Him, and Judas betrayed Him. The
people whom He came to bless rejected Him. They put Him to shame and
caused Him untold suffering. They placed upon His head a crown of thorns
that pierced His holy temples. They beat Him with a scourge, and then they
nailed Him to the cross. Yet amid it all, no word of complaint escaped His
lips.

Christ bore all this suffering in order to obtain the right to confer eternal
righteousness upon as many as would believe on Him. O, when I think of
this, I feel that no complaint should ever escape my lips.—This Day With
God, p. 216.

At the crucifixion of Christ, those who had . . . been healed did not join
with the rabble throng in crying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him.” Their
sympathies were with Jesus; for they had felt His great sympathy and
wonderful power. They knew Him to be their Saviour; for He had given
them health of body and soul. They listened to the preaching of the
apostles, and the entrance of God’s word into their hearts gave them
understanding. They became agents of God’s mercy, and instruments of His
salvation.—The Desire of Ages, p. 163. 

Thursday, April 4: Our High Priest
He who took humanity upon Himself knows how to sympathize with the

sufferings of humanity. Not only does Christ know every soul, and the
peculiar needs and trials of that soul, but He knows all the circumstances
that chafe and perplex the spirit. His hand is outstretched in pitying
tenderness to every suffering child. Those who suffer most have most of His



sympathy and pity. He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and He
desires us to lay our perplexities and troubles at His feet and leave them
there. . . .

When temptations assail you, when care, perplexity, and darkness seem
to surround your soul, look to the place where you last saw the light. Rest
in Christ’s love and under His protecting care. When sin struggles for the
mastery in the heart, when guilt oppresses the soul and burdens the
conscience, when unbelief clouds the mind, remember that Christ’s grace is
sufficient to subdue sin and banish the darkness. Entering into communion
with the Saviour, we enter the region of peace.—The Ministry of Healing, pp.
249, 250.

In the mediatorial work of Christ, the love of God was revealed in its
perfection to men and angels.

He stands to mediate for you. He is the great High Priest who is pleading
in your behalf; and you are to come and present your case to the Father
through Jesus Christ. Thus you can find access to God; and though you sin,
your case is not hopeless. “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1. . . .

The work of Christ in the sanctuary above, presenting His own blood
each moment before the mercy seat, as He makes intercession for us, should
have its full impression upon the heart, that we may realize the worth of
each moment. Jesus ever liveth to make intercession for us; but one moment
carelessly spent can never be recovered.—The Faith I Live By, p. 205.

Christ represented His Father to the world, and He represents before God
the chosen ones in whom He has restored the moral image of God. They are
His heritage. To them He says, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”
“No man knoweth . . . the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the
Son will reveal him.” No priest, no religionist, can reveal the Father to any
son or daughter of Adam.

Men have only one Advocate, one Intercessor, who is able to pardon
transgression. Shall not our hearts swell with gratitude to Him who gave
Jesus to be the propitiation for our sins? Think deeply upon the love the
Father has manifested in our behalf, the love that He has expressed for us.
We cannot measure this love. Measurement there is none. We can only
point to Calvary, to the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. It is an



infinite sacrifice. Can we comprehend and measure infinity?—Ellen G.
White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p.
914.

Friday, April 5: For Further
Reading

Ellen G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, “Satan’s Rebellion of Long Standing,” vol. 4, p. 1143;

Early Writings, “God’s Love for His People,” pp. 39, 40.



Lesson 2
The Central Issue: Love or Selfishness?

Sabbath Afternoon, April 6
Amid national strife and ruin, the steps of the disciples would be beset

with perils, and often their hearts would be oppressed by fear. They were to
see Jerusalem a desolation, the temple swept away, its worship forever
ended, and Israel scattered to all lands, like wrecks on a desert shore. Jesus
said, “Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars.” “Nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of
sorrows.” Matthew 24:6-8. Yet Christ’s followers were not to fear that their
hope was lost or that God had forsaken the earth. The power and the glory
belong unto Him whose great purposes would still move on unthwarted
toward their consummation. In the prayer that breathes their daily wants,
the disciples of Christ were directed to look above all the power and
dominion of evil, unto the Lord their God, whose kingdom ruleth over all
and who is their Father and everlasting Friend.
—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 120.

The twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew gives an outline of what is to
come upon the world. We are living amid the perils of the last days. Those
who are perishing in sin must be warned. The Lord calls upon everyone to
whom He has entrusted the talent of means to act as His helping hand by
giving their money for the advancement of His work. Our money is a
treasure lent us by the Lord, and it is to be invested in the work of giving to
the world the last message of mercy.

He who looks at earthly things as the chief good, he who spends his life



in an effort to gain worldly riches, is indeed making a poor investment. Too
late he will see that in which he has trusted crumbling into dust. It is only
through self-denial, through the sacrifice of earthly riches, that the eternal
riches can be obtained. It is through much tribulation that the Christian
enters the kingdom of heaven. Constantly he is to war the good warfare,
not laying down his weapons until Christ bids him rest. Only by giving all
to Christ can he secure the inheritance that will endure through all eternity.
—This Day With God, p. 152.

To the believer, death is but a small matter. Christ speaks of it as if it
were of little moment. “If a man keep My saying, he shall never see death,”
“he shall never taste of death.” To the Christian, death is but a sleep, a
moment of silence and darkness. The life is hid with Christ in God, and
“when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
Him in glory.” John 8:51, 52; Colossians 3:4. . . .

The same power that raised Christ from the dead will raise His church,
and glorify it with Him, above all principalities, above all powers, above
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in the world to
come.—The Desire of Ages, p. 787.

Sunday, April 7: A Brokenhearted
Savior

Could it be that the magnificent temple, which was the nation’s glory,
was soon to be a heap of ruins? The foreboding of evil was shared by the
disciples, and they anxiously waited for some more definite statement from
Jesus. . . .

Jesus did not answer His disciples by taking up separately the destruction
of Jerusalem and the great day of His coming. He mingled the description of
these two events. Had He opened to His disciples future events as He beheld
them, they would have been unable to endure the sight. In mercy to them
He blended the description of the two great crises, leaving the disciples to
study out the meaning for themselves. When He referred to the destruction
of Jerusalem, His prophetic words reached beyond that event to the final



conflagration in that day when the Lord shall rise out of His place to punish
the world for their iniquity. . . . This entire discourse was given, not for the
disciples only, but for those who should live in the last scenes of this earth’s
history.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 627, 628.

The sin of the world today is the sin that brought destruction upon Israel.
Ingratitude to God, the neglect of opportunities and blessings, the selfish
appropriation of God’s gifts—these were comprised in the sin that brought
wrath upon Israel. They are bringing ruin upon the world today.

The tears which Christ shed upon Olivet as He stood overlooking the
chosen city were not for Jerusalem alone. In the fate of Jerusalem He beheld
the destruction of the world. . . .

In this crisis, where is the church to be found? . . .
Men are in peril. Multitudes are perishing. But how few of the professed

followers of Christ are burdened for these souls. The destiny of a world
hangs in the balance; but this hardly moves even those who claim to believe
the most far-reaching truth ever given to mortals. There is a lack of that
love which led Christ to leave His heavenly home and take man’s nature
that humanity might touch humanity and draw humanity to divinity. There
is a stupor, a paralysis, upon the people of God, which prevents them from
understanding the duty of the hour.—Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 302, 303.

[God] knows that in humanity we shall find no solace for our woe, and
He pities us because we are so needy, yet so unwilling to make Him our
confidant, our burden-bearer. He sees human beings slighting the love and
mercy provided for them, and He says sadly, “Ye will not come to me, that
ye might have life” (John 5:40). . . .

He will never neglect those who come to Him. Of the poor, fainting soul,
tired of looking to humanity only to be betrayed and forgotten, Christ says,
“Let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he
shall make peace with me” (Isaiah 27:5).—This Day With God, p. 23.

Monday, April 8: Christians
Providentially Preserved



The ruin of Jerusalem was a symbol of the final ruin that shall
overwhelm the world. The prophecies that received a partial fulfillment in
the overthrow of Jerusalem have a more direct application to the last days.
We are now standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. A crisis
is before us, such as the world has never witnessed. . . . The Majesty of
heaven has the destiny of nations, as well as the concerns of His church, in
His own charge. The divine Instructor is saying to every agent in the
accomplishment of His plans, as He said to Cyrus, “I girded thee, though
thou hast not known Me.” Isaiah 45:5.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing,
p. 120.

In the vision of the prophet Ezekiel there was the appearance of a hand
beneath the wings of the cherubim. This is to teach His servants that it is
divine power which gives them success. Those whom God employs as His
messengers are not to feel that His work is dependent upon them. Finite
beings are not left to carry this burden of responsibility. He who slumbers
not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, will
carry forward His own work. He will thwart the purposes of wicked men,
and will bring to confusion the counsels of those who plot mischief against
His people. He who is the King, the Lord of hosts, sitteth between the
cherubim, and amid the strife and tumult of nations He guards His children
still. He who ruleth in the heavens is our Saviour. He measures every trial,
He watches the furnace fire that must test every soul. When the strongholds
of kings shall be overthrown, when the arrows of wrath shall strike through
the hearts of His enemies, His people will be safe in His hands.—Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, p. 121.

Looking down through long centuries of darkness and superstition,
[John,] the aged exile saw multitudes suffering martyrdom because of their
love for the truth. But he saw also that He who sustained His early
witnesses would not forsake His faithful followers during the centuries of
persecution that they must pass through before the close of time. “Fear none
of those things which thou shalt suffer,” the Lord declared; “behold, the
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation: . . . be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life.” Revelation 2:10.

And to all the faithful ones who were striving against evil, John heard
the promises made: “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of



life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” “He that overcometh, the
same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out
of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before
His angels.” Verse 7; 3:5.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 588.

Tuesday, April 9: Faithful Amid
Persecution

The persecution that came upon the church in Jerusalem resulted in
giving a great impetus to the work of the gospel. Success had attended the
ministry of the word in that place, and there was danger that the disciples
would linger there too long, unmindful of the Saviour’s commission to go to
all the world. Forgetting that strength to resist evil is best gained by
aggressive service, they began to think that they had no work so important
as that of shielding the church in Jerusalem from the attacks of the enemy.
Instead of educating the new converts to carry the gospel to those who had
not heard it, they were in danger of taking a course that would lead all to be
satisfied with what had been accomplished. To scatter His representatives
abroad, where they could work for others, God permitted persecution to
come upon them. Driven from Jerusalem, the believers “went everywhere
preaching the word.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 105.

If the saints of the Old Testament bore so bright a testimony of loyalty,
should not those upon whom is shining the accumulated light of centuries,
bear a still more signal witness to the power of truth? The glory of the
prophecies sheds their light upon our pathway. Type has met antitype in
the death of God’s Son. Christ has risen from the dead, proclaiming over the
rent sepulcher, “I am the resurrection, and the life.” John 11:25. He has sent
His Spirit into the world to bring all things to our remembrance. By a
miracle of power He has preserved His written word through the ages.

The Reformers whose protest has given us the name of Protestant, felt
that God had called them to give the light of the gospel to the world; and in
the effort to do this they were ready to sacrifice their possessions, their
liberty, even life itself. In the face of persecution and death the gospel was



proclaimed far and near. The word of God was carried to the people; and all
classes, high and low, rich and poor, learned and ignorant, eagerly studied it
for themselves. Are we, in this last conflict of the great controversy, as
faithful to our trust as the early Reformers were to theirs?—Prophets and
Kings, pp. 626, 627.

The mysterious providence which permits the righteous to suffer
persecution at the hand of the wicked has been a cause of great perplexity
to many. . . . [But] God has given us sufficient evidence of His love, and we
are not to doubt His goodness because we cannot understand the workings
of His providence. Said the Saviour to His disciples, foreseeing the doubts
that would press upon their souls in days of trial and darkness: “Remember
the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If
they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” John 15:20. . . .
Those who are called to endure torture and martyrdom are but following in
the steps of God’s dear Son.—The Great Controversy, p. 47.

Wednesday, April 10: Caring for
the Community

There can be no such thing as a narrow life for any soul connected with
Christ. Those who love Jesus with heart and mind and soul and their
neighbor as themselves have a broad field in which to use their ability and
influence. There is no talent to be used for selfish gratification. Self must
die, and our lives be hid with Christ in God. . . .

Those who are emptied of self, the thoughtful and conscientious, cannot
raise their eyes to Christ, the living Saviour, without feelings of awe and the
deepest humility. To behold Jesus continually will make the soul alive unto
God. We shall love Jesus, we shall love the Father who sent Him into the
world, for we see Him in a wondrous light, full of grace and truth. Jesus
declares, “All things are delivered unto me of my Father” (Matthew 11:27);
. . . “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matthew 28:18).
What for? That He may give gifts unto men, that they may lay all their
powers under tribute to make known the wondrous love wherewith He



hath loved us.—In Heavenly Places, p. 60.

All around us are heard the wails of a world’s sorrow. On every hand are
the needy and distressed. It is ours to aid in relieving and softening life’s
hardships and misery.

Practical work will have far more effect than mere sermonizing. We are
to give food to the hungry, clothing to the naked, and shelter to the
homeless. And we are called to do more than this. The wants of the soul,
only the love of Christ can satisfy. If Christ is abiding in us, our hearts will
be full of divine sympathy. The sealed fountains of earnest, Christlike love
will be unsealed.— Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 417.

There are many from whom hope has departed. Bring back the sunshine
to them. Many have lost their courage. Speak to them words of cheer. Pray
for them. There are those who need the bread of life. Read to them from the
word of God. Upon many is a soul sickness which no earthly balm can reach
nor physician heal. Pray for these souls, bring them to Jesus. Tell them that
there is a balm in Gilead and a Physician there. . . .

It is the privilege of every soul to be a living channel through which God
can communicate to the world the treasures of His grace, the unsearchable
riches of Christ. There is nothing that Christ desires so much as agents who
will represent to the world His Spirit and character. There is nothing that
the world needs so much as the manifestation through humanity of the
Saviour’s love. All heaven is waiting for channels through which can be
poured the holy oil to be a joy and blessing to human hearts. . . .

He desires that we shall reveal His own joy in our lives.—Christ’s Object
Lessons, pp. 418, 419.

Thursday, April 11: A Legacy of
Love

During every hour of Christ’s sojourn upon the earth, the love of God
was flowing from Him in irrepressible streams. All who are imbued with
His Spirit will love as He loved. The very principle that actuated Christ will



actuate them in all their dealing one with another.
This love is the evidence of their discipleship. “By this shall all men know

that ye are my disciples,” said Jesus, “if ye have love one to another.” When
men are bound together, not by force or self-interest, but by love, they show
the working of an influence that is above every human influence. Where
this oneness exists, it is evidence that the image of God is being restored in
humanity, that a new principle of life has been implanted. It shows that
there is power in the divine nature to withstand the supernatural agencies
of evil, and that the grace of God subdues the selfishness inherent in the
natural heart.—Lift Him Up, p. 298.

This love, manifested in the church, will surely stir the wrath of Satan.
Christ did not mark out for His disciples an easy path. “If the world hate
you,” He said, “ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of
the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater
than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if
they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things
will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that
sent me.” The gospel is to be carried forward by aggressive warfare, in the
midst of opposition, peril, loss, and suffering. But those who do this work
are only following in their Master’s steps.—The Desire of Ages, p. 677.

Never should we pass by one suffering soul without seeking to impart to
him of the comfort wherewith we are comforted of God.

All this is but a fulfillment of the principle of the law,—the principle that
is illustrated in the story of the good Samaritan, and made manifest in the
life of Jesus. His character reveals the true significance of the law, and
shows what is meant by loving our neighbor as ourselves. And when the
children of God manifest mercy, kindness, and love toward all men, they
also are witnessing to the character of the statutes of heaven. They are
bearing testimony to the fact that “the law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul.” Psalm 19:7. And whoever fails to manifest this love is breaking the
law which he professes to revere. For the spirit we manifest toward our
brethren declares what is our spirit toward God. The love of God in the
heart is the only spring of love toward our neighbor.—The Desire of Ages, p.
505.



Friday, April 12: For Further
Reading

The Faith I Live By, “Jesus’ Resurrection and the New Life,” p. 51;
The Upward Look, “Christlike Love Blends Heart With Heart,” p. 104.



Lesson 3
Light Shines in the Darkness

Sabbath Afternoon, April 13
Satan is constantly presenting inducements to God’s chosen people to

attract their minds from the solemn work of preparation for the scenes just
in the future. He is in every sense of the word a deceiver, a skillful charmer.
He clothes his plans and snares with coverings of light borrowed from
heaven. He tempted Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit by making her believe
that she would be greatly advantaged thereby. . . . Satan has many finely
woven, dangerous nets which are made to appear innocent, but with which
he is skillfully preparing to infatuate God’s people.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 1, p. 550.

When, under the temptations of Satan, men fall into error, and their
words and deportment are not Christlike, they may not realize their
condition, because sin is deceptive and tends to deaden the moral
perceptions. But through self-examination, searching of the Scriptures, and
humble prayer, they will, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, be enabled to see
their mistake. If they then confess their sins and turn from them, the
tempter will not appear to them as an angel of light, but as a deceiver.

Those who acknowledge reproof and correction as from God, and are
thus enabled to see and correct their errors, are learning precious lessons,
even from their mistakes. Their apparent defeat is turned into victory. They
stand, trusting not to their own strength, but to the strength of God. They
have earnestness, zeal, and affection, united with humility and regulated by
the precepts of God’s Word. They walk not stumblingly, but safely, in a
path where the light of heaven shines.—That I May Know Him, p. 239.



Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
John 8:12.

All who are traveling the road to heaven need a safe guide. We must not
walk in human wisdom. It is our privilege to listen to the voice of Christ
speaking to us as we walk the journey of life, and His words are always
words of wisdom.

Satan is working with great diligence to compass the ruin of the souls of
men. He has come down with great power, knowing that he has but a short
time to work. Our only safety lies in following closely after Christ, walking
in His wisdom, and practicing His truth. We cannot always readily detect
the working of Satan; we do not know where he lays his traps. But Jesus
understands the subtle arts of the enemy, and He can keep our feet in safe
paths. “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) Christ declares.
—Our High Calling, p. 16.

Sunday, April 14: Compromise:
Satan’s Subtle Strategy

Christ is the author of all truth. Every brilliant conception, every thought
of wisdom, every capacity and talent of men, is the gift of Christ. He
borrowed no new ideas from humanity, for He originated all. But when He
came to earth He found the bright gems of truth which He had entrusted to
man all buried up in superstition and tradition. Truths of most vital
importance were placed in the framework of error, to serve the purpose of
the arch deceiver. But Christ swept away erroneous theories of every grade.
No one save the world’s Redeemer had power to present the truth in its
primitive purity, divested of the error that Satan had accumulated to hide its
heavenly beauty. The work of Christ was to take the truth of which the
people were in want, and separate it from error and present it free from the
superstitions of the world, that the people might accept it on its own
intrinsic and eternal merit. He dispersed the mists of doubt, that the truth
might be revealed and shed distinct rays of light into the darkness of men’s



hearts.—That I May Know Him, p. 207.

Satan is concentrating all his energies to bend your will to his, to make
you his agent in opposing the plans of Christ, that you may refuse to have
Jesus reign over you. . . . Satan will seek to draw you away from Christ, that
you may become his agent in drawing others away, and thus frustrate the
plans of God. He is the father of lies, and he weaves a net of falsehood in
which he binds you with cords of lies to his service. The more intelligent
you are, the more attractive, the harder he will work that he may persuade
you to lay your talents at his feet, and aid him to accomplish his ends in
alluring others under his black banner. . . . Satan is the bewitcher, and he
has wrought, that Christ may be expelled from the soul, and that he himself
may be there enthroned.

I beg of you, sons and daughters, to break from the infatuation of the evil
one. Flee to Jesus as your refuge, and lay hold upon eternal life.—Sons and
Daughters of God, p. 336.

The transforming influence of truth sanctifies the soul. . . . The love of
God flows into the soul, and gratitude springs up in the heart that was as
cold as a stone. Christ crucified, Christ our righteousness, wins the heart
and brings it to repentance. This theme is so simple that children can grasp
it, the wise and learned are charmed with it, while they behold it in its
depths of wisdom, love, and power which they can never fathom. We want
to present this precious truth to the people who are bound in sin. Let all see
that Christ was slain for their transgressions, that He desires to save
them. . . .

We should be pervaded with a deep, abiding sense of the value, sanctity,
and the authority of the truth.—My Life Today, p. 265.

Monday, April 15: Savage Wolves
Two great opposing powers are revealed in the last great battle. On one

side stands the Creator of heaven and earth. All on His side bear His signet.
They are obedient to His commands. On the other side stands the prince of
darkness, with those who have chosen apostasy and rebellion.



The present is a solemn, fearful time for the church. . . . for the Spirit of
God is gradually withdrawing from the world. Satan is also mustering his
forces of evil, going forth “unto the kings of the earth and of the whole
world,” to gather them under his banner, to be trained for “the battle of that
great day of God Almighty.” Satan is to make most powerful efforts for the
mastery in the last great conflict. Fundamental principles will be brought
out, and decisions made in regard to them. Skepticism is prevailing
everywhere. Ungodliness abounds. The faith of individual members of the
church will be tested as though there were not another person in the world.
—Ellen G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, pp. 982, 983.

When the deceiver commences his work of deception, he frequently finds
dissimilarity of tastes and habits; but by great pretensions to godliness he
gains the confidence, and when this is done, his wily, deceptive power is
exercised in his own way to carry out his devices. . . .

Men professing to have new light, claiming to be reformers, will have
great influence over a certain class who are convinced of the heresies that
exist in the present age and who are not satisfied with the spiritual
condition of the churches. With true, honest hearts, these desire to see a
change for the better, a coming up to a higher standard. If the faithful
servants of Christ would present the truth, pure and unadulterated, to this
class, they would accept it, and purify themselves by obeying it. But Satan,
ever vigilant, sets upon the track of these inquiring souls. Someone making
high profession as a reformer comes to them, as Satan came to Christ
disguised as an angel of light, and draws them still further from the path of
right.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp. 143, 144.

In every age since the fall of Adam the opposition of evil agencies has
made the lives of those who would be loyal and true to God’s
commandments a continual warfare. Those who would at last be victorious
must meet and conquer the forces of Satan, who with fierce determination
opposes every step of advance. They must meet a vigilant foe, a crafty
enemy who never sleeps and who tries untiringly to undermine the faith of
God’s servants.

Good and evil never harmonize. Between light and darkness there can be
no compromise. Truth is light revealed; error is darkness. Light has no



fellowship with darkness, righteousness no fellowship with
unrighteousness. . . .

God has provided the armor and the weapons with which each one is to
fight. Let the soldiers of Christ put on the whole armor of God and flinch
not at Satan’s attacks.—In Heavenly Places, p. 260.

Tuesday, April 16: Safeguarded by
the Word

The great and essential knowledge is the knowledge of God and His
Word. There should be a daily increasing of spiritual understanding; and the
Christian will grow in grace, just in proportion as he depends upon and
appreciates the teaching of the Word of God, and habituates himself to
meditate upon divine things. . . .

By partaking of this Word our spiritual strength is increased; we grow in
grace and in the knowledge of the truth. Habits of self-control are formed
and strengthened. The infirmities of childhood—fretfulness, willfulness,
selfishness, hasty words, passionate acts—disappear, and in their place are
developed the graces of Christian manhood and womanhood.—God’s
Amazing Grace, p. 303.

It [the Word of God] is a light shining in a dark place. As we search its
pages, light enters the heart, illuminating the mind. By this light we see
what we ought to be.

We see in the Word, warnings and promises, with God behind them all.
We are invited to search this Word for aid when brought into difficult
places. If we do not consult the Guidebook at every step, inquiring, Is this
the way of the Lord? our words and acts will be tainted by selfishness. We
shall forget God, and walk in paths that He has not chosen for us.

God’s Word is full of precious promises and helpful counsel. It is
infallible; for God cannot err. It has help for every circumstance and
condition of life, and God looks on with sadness when His children turn
from it to human aid.

He who through the Scriptures holds communion with God will be



ennobled and sanctified. As he reads the inspired record of the Saviour’s
love, his heart will melt in tenderness and contrition. He will be filled with a
desire to be like his Master, to live a life of loving service. By a miracle of
His power He has preserved His Written Word through the ages.—My Life
Today, p. 27.

The Lord, in His great mercy, has revealed to us in the Scriptures the
rules of holy living.

He has inspired holy men to record, for our benefit, instruction
concerning the dangers that beset the path, and how to escape them. Those
who obey His injunction to search the Scriptures will not be ignorant of
these things. Amid the perils of the last days, every member of the church
should understand the reasons of his hope and faith—reasons which are not
difficult of comprehension. There is enough to occupy the mind, if we
would grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Whenever the people of God are growing in grace, they will be
constantly obtaining a clearer understanding of His Word. They will discern
new light and beauty in its sacred truths. This has been true in the history
of the church in all ages, and thus it will continue to the end.—God’s
Amazing Grace, p. 303.



Wednesday, April 17: Human
Reasoning Apart From Scripture

The subject of Christ’s teaching and preaching was the word of God. He
met questioners with a plain, “It is written.” “What saith the Scriptures?”
“How readest thou?” At every opportunity, when an interest was awakened
by either friend or foe, He sowed the seed of the word. He who is the Way,
the Truth, and the Life, Himself the living Word, points to the Scriptures,
saying, “They are they which testify of Me,” John 5:39. . . .

Christ’s servants are to do the same work. In our day, as of old, the vital
truths of God’s word are set aside for human theories and speculations.
Many professed ministers of the gospel do not accept the whole Bible as the
inspired word. One wise man rejects one portion; another questions another
part. They set up their judgment as superior to the word; and the Scripture
which they do teach rests upon their own authority. . . . Christ rebuked
these practices in His day. . . . The Bible is to be presented as the word of
the infinite God, as the end of all controversy and the foundation of all faith.
—Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 38, 39.

It is one of Satan’s devices to lead the people to accept the fables of
infidelity; for he can thus obscure the law of God, in itself very plain, and
embolden men to rebel against the divine government. His efforts are
especially directed against the fourth commandment, because it so clearly
points to the living God, the Maker of the heavens and the earth.

. . . human reasoning is accepted even by professed Christians, in
opposition to plain Scripture facts. There are many who oppose the
investigation of the prophecies, especially those of Daniel and the
Revelation, declaring them to be so obscure that we cannot understand
them; yet these very persons eagerly receive the suppositions of geologists,
in contradiction of the Mosaic record. But if that which God has revealed is
so difficult to understand, how inconsistent it is to accept mere suppositions
in regard to that which He has not revealed!—Patriarchs and Prophets, p.
113.



Spiritual darkness has covered the earth and gross darkness the people.
There are in many churches skepticism and infidelity in the interpretation
of the Scriptures. Many, very many, are questioning the verity and truth of
the Scriptures. Human reasoning and the imaginings of the human heart are
undermining the inspiration of the Word of God, and that which should be
received as granted, is surrounded with a cloud of mysticism. Nothing
stands out in clear and distinct lines, upon rock bottom. This is one of the
marked signs of the last days.

This Holy Book has withstood the assaults of Satan, who has united with
evil men to make everything of divine character shrouded in clouds and
darkness. But the Lord has preserved this Holy Book by His own miraculous
power in its present shape—a chart or guidebook to the human family to
show them the way to heaven.
—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 15.

Thursday, April 18: Battle for the
Mind

Today men are eagerly seeking for earthly treasure. Their minds are
filled with selfish, ambitious thoughts. For the sake of gaining worldly
riches, honor, or power, they place the maxims, traditions, and
requirements of men above the requirements of God. From them the
treasures of His word are hidden. . . .

“If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; in whom the God of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them.” 2 Corinthians 4:3, 4.

The Saviour saw that men were absorbed in getting gain, and were losing
sight of eternal realities. He undertook to correct this evil. He sought to
break the infatuating spell that was paralyzing the soul. . . . He presents
before fallen humanity the nobler world they have lost sight of, that they
may behold eternal realities. He takes them to the threshold of the Infinite,
flushed with the indescribable glory of God, and shows them the treasure



there.—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 106.

Man through sin has been severed from the life of God. His soul is
palsied through the machinations of Satan, the author of sin. Of himself he
is incapable of sensing sin, incapable of appreciating and appropriating the
divine nature. Were it brought within his reach there is nothing in it that
his natural heart would desire it. The bewitching power of Satan is upon
him. All the ingenious subterfuges the devil can suggest are presented to his
mind to prevent every good impulse. . . .

But God will not be defeated by Satan. He sent His Son into the world,
that through His taking the human form and nature, humanity and divinity
combined in Him would elevate man in the scale of moral value with God.

There is no other way for man’s salvation. “Without me,” says Christ, “ye
can do nothing.” Through Christ, and Christ alone, the springs of life can
vitalize man’s nature, transform his tastes, and set his affections flowing
toward heaven. Through the union of the divine with the human nature,
Christ could enlighten the understanding and infuse His life-giving
properties through the soul dead in trespasses and sins.—Ellen G. White
Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1099.

Heaven, looking down and seeing the delusions into which men were
led, knew that a divine Instructor must come to the earth. Through the
misrepresentations of the enemy, many were so deceived that they
worshiped a false god, clothed with the attributes of the satanic character.
Those in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual light; for
the world knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding.
Truth looked down from heaven and saw not the reflection of her image;
for dense clouds of spiritual darkness and gloom enveloped the world. The
Lord Jesus alone was able to roll back the clouds; for He is the light of the
world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that Satan
had cast between man and God.—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students,
p. 28.

Friday, April 19: For Further



Reading
That I May Know Him, “Central Theme of the Scriptures,” p. 208;
The Upward Look, “Time to Wake Up,” p. 50.



Lesson 4
Standing for the Truth

Sabbath Afternoon, April 20
The brazen serpent was uplifted in the wilderness that those who looked

in faith might be made whole. In like manner God sends a restoring, healing
message to men, calling upon them to look away from man and earthly
things, and place their trust in God. He has given His people the truth with
power through the Holy Spirit. He opened His Word to those who were
searching and praying for truth. But when these messengers gave the truth
they had received to the people, they were as unbelieving as the Israelites.
Many are cavilling over the truth brought to them by humble messengers.—
Ellen G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary,
vol. 1, p. 1116.

The disciples still expected Christ to reign as a temporal prince. Although
He had so long concealed His design, they believed that He would not
always remain in poverty and obscurity; the time was near when He would
establish His kingdom. That the hatred of the priests and rabbis would
never be overcome, that Christ would be rejected by His own nation,
condemned as a deceiver, and crucified as a malefactor,—such a thought the
disciples had never entertained. But the hour of the power of darkness was
drawing on, and Jesus must open to His disciples the conflict before them.
He was sad as He anticipated the trial. . . .

Now the time has come for the veil that hides the future to be
withdrawn. “From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples,
how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third



day.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 415.

In comparison with the millions of the world, God’s people will be, as
they have ever been, a little flock; but if they stand for the truth as revealed
in His word, God will be their refuge. They stand under the broad shield of
Omnipotence. God is always a majority. When the sound of the last trump
shall penetrate the prison house of the dead, and the righteous shall come
forth with triumph, exclaiming, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55)—standing then with God, with
Christ, with the angels, and with the loyal and true of all ages, the children
of God will be far in the majority.

Christ’s true disciples follow Him through sore conflicts, enduring self-
denial and experiencing bitter disappointment; but this teaches them the
guilt and woe of sin, and they are led to look upon it with abhorrence.
Partakers of Christ’s sufferings, they are destined to be partakers of His
glory.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 590.

Sunday, April 21: Persecuted Yet
Triumphant

In the sixth century the Papacy had become firmly established. Its seat of
power was fixed in the imperial city, and the Bishop of Rome was declared
to be the head over the entire church. . . . And now began the 1260 years of
papal oppression foretold in the prophecies of Daniel and John. (Daniel 7:25;
Revelation 13:5-7.) Christians were forced to choose, either to yield their
integrity and accept the papal ceremonies and worship, or to wear away
their lives in dungeon cells, or suffer death by the rack, the fagot, or the
headsman’s ax.

Now were fulfilled the words of Jesus, “Ye shall be betrayed both by
parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they
cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for My name’s
sake.” Luke 21:16, 17. Persecution opened upon the faithful with greater
fury than ever before, and the world became a vast battlefield. For hundreds
of years the church of Christ found refuge in seclusion and obscurity. Thus



says the prophet: “The woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a
place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two
hundred and threescore days.” Revelation 12:6.—The Story of Redemption, p.
330.

More than eighteen centuries have passed since the apostles rested from
their labors, but the history of their toils and sacrifices for Christ’s sake is
still among the most precious treasures of the church. This history, written
under the direction of the Holy Spirit, was recorded in order that by it the
followers of Christ in every age might be impelled to greater zeal and
earnestness in the cause of the Saviour. . . .

Not in their own power did the apostles accomplish their mission, but in
the power of the living God. Their work was not easy. The opening labors
of the Christian church were attended by hardship and bitter grief. In their
work the disciples constantly encountered privation, calumny, and
persecution; but they counted not their lives dear unto themselves and
rejoiced that they were called to suffer for Christ. Irresolution, indecision,
weakness of purpose, found no place in their efforts. They were willing to
spend and be spent. The consciousness of the responsibility resting on them
purified and enriched their experience, and the grace of heaven was
revealed in the conquests they achieved for Christ.—The Acts of the Apostles,
pp. 593, 595.

We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecy
is fast fulfilling. The Lord is at the door. . . . A crisis is just upon us.

But God’s servants are not to trust to themselves in this great emergency.
In the visions given to Isaiah, to Ezekiel, and to John we see how closely
heaven is connected with the events taking place upon the earth and how
great is the care of God for those who are loyal to Him. The world is not
without a ruler. The program of coming events is in the hands of the Lord.
The Majesty of heaven has the destiny of nations, as well as the concerns of
His church, in His own charge.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 753.

Monday, April 22: Light
Vanquishes the Darkness



All who in that evil day would fearlessly serve God according to the
dictates of conscience, will need courage, firmness, and a knowledge of God
and His word; for those who are true to God will be persecuted, their
motives will be impugned, their best efforts misinterpreted, and their names
cast out as evil. Satan will work with all his deceptive power to influence
the heart and becloud the understanding, to make evil appear good, and
good evil. The stronger and purer the faith of God’s people, and the firmer
their determination to obey Him, the more fiercely will Satan strive to stir
up against them the rage of those who, while claiming to be righteous,
trample upon the law of God. It will require the firmest trust, the most
heroic purpose, to hold fast the faith.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 431.

Satan will bring in pleasing fables to meet the minds of all who love not
the truth. With angry zeal he will accuse commandment keepers. Satan
claims the world, but there is a little company who withstand his devices
and contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. Satan sets
himself to destroy this commandment-keeping company. But God is their
tower of defense. He will raise up for them a standard against the enemy.
He will be to them “as an hiding place from the wind,” and “as the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land” (Isaiah 32:2). He will say to them, “Come,
my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.
For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall
no more cover her slain” (Isaiah 26:20, 21).—That I May Know Him, p. 355.

Let no man flatter himself that he is a successful man unless he preserves
the integrity of his conscience, giving himself wholly to the truth and to
God. We should move steadily forward, never losing heart or hope in the
good work, whatever trials beset our path, whatever moral darkness may
encompass us. Patience, faith, and love for duty are the lessons we must
learn. Subduing self and looking to Jesus is an everyday work. The Lord will
never forsake the soul that trusts in Him and seeks His aid. The crown of
life is placed only upon the brow of the overcomer. There is, for everyone,
earnest, solemn work for God while life lasts. As Satan’s power increases
and his devices are multiplied, skill, aptness, and sharp generalship should
be exercised by those in charge of the flock of God. Not only have we each a
work to do for our own souls, but we have also a duty to arouse others to



gain eternal life.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 70.

Tuesday, April 23: Courage to
Stand

I saw that it is our duty in every case to obey the laws of our land, unless
they conflict with the higher law which God spoke with an audible voice
from Sinai, and afterward engraved on stone with His own finger. “I will
put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to Me a people.” He who has God’s law
written in the heart will obey God rather than men, and will sooner disobey
all men than deviate in the least from the commandment of God. God’s
people, taught by the inspiration of truth, and led by a good conscience to
live by every word of God, will take His law, written in their hearts, as the
only authority which they can acknowledge or consent to obey. The
wisdom and authority of the divine law are supreme.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 1, p. 361.

Do not let faith waver. Fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on
eternal life. It will be a severe fight, but fight it at any cost, for the promises
of God are yea and amen in Christ Jesus. Put your hand in the hand of
Christ. There are difficulties to be overcome, but angels that excel in
strength will cooperate with the people of God. Face Zion, press your way
to the city of solemnities. A glorious crown and a robe woven in the loom of
heaven await the overcomer. Though Satan would cast his hellish shadow
athwart your pathway and seek to hide from your view the mystic ladder
that stretches from earth to the throne of God, on which ascend and
descend the angels who are ministering spirits to those who shall be heirs of
salvation, yet press your way upward, plant your feet on one round after
another, and advance to the throne of the Infinite.—Mind, Character, and
Personality, vol. 2, p. 462.

Christ does not bid His followers strive to shine. He says, Let your light
shine. If you have received the grace of God, the light is in you. Remove the
obstructions, and the Lord’s glory will be revealed. The light will shine forth



to penetrate and dispel the darkness. You cannot help shining within the
range of your influence.

The revelation of His own glory in the form of humanity will bring
heaven so near to men that the beauty adorning the inner temple will be
seen in every soul in whom the Saviour dwells. Men will be captivated by
the glory of an abiding Christ. And in currents of praise and thanksgiving
from the many souls thus won to God, glory will flow back to the great
Giver.

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee.” Isaiah 60:1. To those who go out to meet the Bridegroom is this
message given. Christ is coming with power and great glory. He is coming
with His own glory and with the glory of the Father. He is coming with all
the holy angels with Him.
—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 420.

Wednesday, April 24: The Morning
Star of the Reformation

In the fourteenth century arose in England the “morning star of the
Reformation.” John Wycliffe was the herald of reform, not for England
alone, but for all Christendom. . . .

. . . In the Scriptures [Wycliffe] found that which he had before sought in
vain. Here he saw the plan of salvation revealed, and Christ set forth as the
only advocate for man. He saw that Rome had forsaken the Biblical paths
for human traditions. He gave himself to the service of Christ, and
determined to proclaim the truths which he had discovered.

The greatest work of his life was the translation of the Scriptures into the
English language. This was the first complete English translation ever made.
. . . [T]he people of England received the Bible in their own tongue. Thus
the light of God’s Word began to shed its bright beams athwart the
darkness. A divine hand was preparing the way for the Great Reformation.
—The Story of Redemption, p. 336.

The value of the human agent is estimated according to the capacity of



the heart to know and understand God. “Thou therefore, my son, be strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of
me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ.” The highest possible good is obtained through a
knowledge of God. “This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent.”

This knowledge is the secret spring from which flows all power. It is
through the exercise of the faculty of faith that we are enabled to receive
and practice the word of God.—Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 341.

Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me
the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O Lord God
of hosts. Jeremiah 15:16. . . .

. . . the Word of God was opened before me in a most beautiful, striking
light. Page after page was turned, and I read the gracious invitations and
words of entreaty to seek God’s glory and God’s will, and all other things
would be added. . . . Seek first to know God before any other thing. Search
the Scriptures. Feed on the words of Christ, which are spirit and life, and
your knowledge will enlarge and expand. Study your Bible. Study not the
philosophy contained in many books, but study the philosophy of the Word
of the living God. Other literature is of little consequence when compared
with this. Do not crowd into your minds so many things that are cheap and
unsatisfying. In the Word of God is spread before you the richest banquet. It
is the Lord’s table, abundantly provided, whereof you may eat and be
satisfied.—That I May Know Him, p. 201.

Thursday, April 25: Cheered by
Hope

What was the strength of those who in the past have suffered
persecution for Christ’s sake? It was union with God, union with the Holy
Spirit, union with Christ. Reproach and persecution have separated many
from earthly friends, but never from the love of Christ. Never is the



tempest-tried soul more dearly loved by his Saviour than when he is
suffering reproach for the truth’s sake. “I will love him,” Christ said, “and
will manifest Myself to him.” John 14:21.

When for the truth’s sake the believer stands at the bar of earthly
tribunals, Christ stands by his side. When he is confined within prison
walls, Christ manifests Himself to him and cheers his heart with His love.
When he suffers death for Christ’s sake, the Saviour says to him, They may
kill the body, but they cannot hurt the soul. “Be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world.” “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed;
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.” John 16:33; Isaiah
41:10.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 85.

The whole Bible is a manifestation of Christ.
The Scriptures are to be received as God’s word to us, not written

merely, but spoken. When the afflicted ones came to Christ, He beheld not
only those who asked for help, but all who throughout the ages should
come to Him in like need and with like faith. . . .

So with all the promises of God’s word. In them He is speaking to us
individually, speaking as directly as if we could listen to His voice. It is in
these promises that Christ communicates to us His grace and power. They
are leaves from that tree which is “for the healing of the nations.”
Revelation 22:2. Received, assimilated, they are to be the strength of the
character, the inspiration and sustenance of the life. Nothing else can have
such healing power. Nothing besides can impart the courage and faith
which give vital energy to the whole being.—The Ministry of Healing, p. 122.

I find that I have to fight the good fight of faith every day. I have to
exercise all my faith, and not rely upon feeling; I have to act as though I
knew the Lord heard me, and would answer me and bless me. Faith is not a
happy flight of feeling; it is simply taking God at His word—believing that
He will fulfill His promises because He said He would.

Hope in God, trust in Him, and rest in His promises, whether you feel
happy or not. A good emotion is no evidence that you are a child of God,
neither are disturbed, troubled, perplexing feelings an evidence that you are
not a child of God. Come to the Scriptures and intelligently take God at His
word. Comply with the conditions and believe He will accept you as His
child. Be not faithless, but believing.—Our High Calling, p. 119.



Friday, April 26: For Further
Reading

Gospel Workers, “A Season of Trust and Privilege,” p. 267;
The Desire of Ages, “The Crisis in Galilee,” pp. 385, 386.



Lesson 5
Faith Against All Odds

Sabbath Afternoon, April 27
Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has

sustained His church. Not one cloud has fallen upon it that He has not
prepared for; not one opposing force has risen to counterwork His work,
that He has not foreseen. All has taken place as He predicted. He has not
left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what
would occur, and that which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell has
been brought about. All His purposes will be fulfilled. His law is linked with
His throne, and no power of evil can destroy it. Truth is inspired and
guarded by God; and it will triumph over all opposition.—The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 11.

God calls for men and women of stability, of firm purpose, who can be
relied upon in seasons of danger and trial, who are as firmly rooted and
grounded in the truth as the eternal hills, who cannot be swayed to the right
or to the left, but who move straight onward and are always found on the
right side. . . .

We must come nearer to God, place ourselves in closer connection with
heaven, and carry out the principles of the law in the minutest actions of
our everyday lives in order to be spiritually whole.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 4, p. 75.

Reformers are not destroyers. They will never seek to ruin those who do
not harmonize with their plans and assimilate to them. Reformers must
advance, not retreat. They must be decided, firm, resolute, unflinching; but



firmness must not degenerate into a domineering spirit. God desires to have
all who serve Him firm as a rock where principle is concerned, but meek
and lowly of heart, as was Christ. Then, abiding in Christ, they can do the
work He would do were He in their place. A rude, condemnatory spirit is
not essential to heroism in the reforms for this time. All selfish methods in
the service of God are an abomination in His sight.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 6, p. 151.

We must not ask whether we are appreciated or unappreciated. With this
we have naught to do. Look at the way in which Christ worked. . . .

Take the Word. Live the Word. Preach the Word, as you have done in the
past. The Lord Jesus has given you the promise of His Presence. Take it;
appreciate it. It is not for you or me to measure the appreciation shown for
the self-denial and self-sacrifice made.

The work of reform will call for all the faith and tears and prayers that
human intelligence can bear. Our commission is, Lift the cross, and bear it
after Jesus, striving ever for the same spirit that led Jesus to yearn for His
anticipated baptism of suffering upon the cross.—This Day With God, p. 49.

Sunday, April 28: God’s Word
Alone

When the noble and eloquent Stephen was stoned to death at the
instigation of the Sanhedrin council, there was no loss to the cause of the
gospel. The light of heaven that glorified his face, the divine compassion
breathed in his dying prayer, were as a sharp arrow of conviction to the
bigoted Sanhedrist who stood by, and Saul, the persecuting Pharisee,
became a chosen vessel to bear the name of Christ before Gentiles and kings
and the children of Israel. . . . By the efforts of Satan to destroy it, the
“incorruptible” seed of the word of God, “which liveth and abideth forever”
(1 Peter 1:23), is sown in the hearts of men; through the reproach and
persecution of His children the name of Christ is magnified and souls are
saved.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 33.



The grand principle maintained by [the] Reformers—the same that had
been held by the Waldenses, by Wycliffe, by John Huss, by Luther, Zwingli,
and those who united with them—was the infallible authority of the Holy
Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice. . . . The Bible was their authority,
and by its teaching they tested all doctrines and all claims. Faith in God and
His word sustained these holy men as they yielded up their lives at the
stake. “Be of good comfort,” exclaimed Latimer to his fellow martyr as the
flames were about to silence their voices, “we shall this day light such a
candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put out.”—
Works of Hugh Latimer 1:8.—The Great Controversy, p. 249.

We all need a guide through the many straight places of life, as much as
the sailor needs a pilot over the sandy bar or up the rocky river.

The sailor who has in his possession chart and compass, and yet neglects
to use them, is responsible for placing the lives of those on board his vessel
in peril. The vessel may be lost by his neglect. We have a Guidebook, the
Word of God, and we are inexcusable if we miss the way to heaven, for
plain directions have been given us.

The Bible presents a perfect standard of character; it is an infallible guide
under all circumstances, even to the end of the journey of life.—My Life
Today, p. 25.

Jesus said of the Old Testament Scriptures,—and how much more is it
true of the New,—“They are they which testify of Me,” the Redeemer, Him
in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered. John 5:39. Yes, the whole
Bible tells of Christ. From the first record of creation . . . to the closing
promise, “Behold, I come quickly,” we are reading of His works and
listening to His voice. Revelation 22:12. If you would become acquainted
with the Saviour, study the Holy Scriptures.

Fill the whole heart with the words of God. They are the living water,
quenching your burning thirst. They are the living bread from heaven.
—Steps to Christ, p. 88.

Monday, April 29: Passing on God’s
Word



The sowing of the gospel seed will not be a success unless the seed is
quickened into life by the dew of heaven. Before one book of the New
Testament was written, before one gospel sermon had been preached after
Christ’s ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon the praying apostles. Then
the testimony of their enemies was, “Ye have filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine.” Acts 5:28.—The Desire of Ages, p. 671.

Great is the reward in heaven of those who are witnesses for Christ
through persecution and reproach. While the people are looking for earthly
good, Jesus points them to a heavenly reward. But He does not place it all in
the future life; it begins here. The Lord appeared of old time to Abraham
and said, “I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” Genesis 15:1.
This is the reward of all who follow Christ. Jehovah Immanuel—He “in
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” in whom dwells
“all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:3, 9)—to be brought
into sympathy with Him, to know Him, to possess Him, as the heart opens
more and more to receive His attributes; to know His love and power, to
possess the unsearchable riches of Christ, to comprehend more and more
“what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:18, 19)—“this is the heritage of the servants of
the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord.” Isaiah 54:17.
—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 34.

“It was in the language of Israel,” said [Tyndale], “that the psalms were
sung in the temple of Jehovah; and shall not the gospel speak the language
of England among us? Ought the church to have less light at noonday than
at the dawn? Christians must read the New Testament in their mother
tongue.”. . .

Driven from his home by persecution, he went to London, and there for a
time pursued his labors undisturbed. But again the violence of the papists
forced him to flee. All England seemed closed against him, and he resolved
to seek shelter in Germany. Here he began the printing of the English New
Testament. Twice the work was stopped; but when forbidden to print in one
city, he went to another. At last he made his way to Worms, where, a few
years before, Luther had defended the gospel before the Diet. In that ancient
city were many friends of the Reformation, and Tyndale there prosecuted



his work without further hindrance. Three thousand copies of the New
Testament were soon finished, and another edition followed in the same
year.

With great earnestness and perseverance he continued his labors.
Notwithstanding the English authorities had guarded their ports with the
strictest vigilance, the word of God was in various ways secretly conveyed
to London and thence circulated throughout the country. The papists
attempted to suppress the truth, but in vain.—The Great Controversy, pp.
246, 247.

Tuesday, April 30: Enlightened by
the Spirit

The student of the Bible should be taught to approach it in the spirit of a
learner. We are to search its pages, not for proof to sustain our opinions,
but in order to know what God says.

A true knowledge of the Bible can be gained only through the aid of that
Spirit by whom the word was given. And in order to gain this knowledge
we must live by it. All that God’s word commands, we are to obey. All that
it promises, we may claim. The life which it enjoins is the life that, through
its power, we are to live. Only as the Bible is thus held can it be studied
effectively.—Education, p. 189.

God committed the preparation of His divinely inspired Word to finite
man. This Word, arranged into books, the Old and New Testaments, is the
guidebook to the inhabitants of a fallen world, bequeathed to them that, by
studying and obeying the directions, not one soul would lose its way to
heaven.

Those who think to make the supposed difficulties of Scripture plain, in
measuring by their finite rule that which is inspired and that which is not
inspired, had better cover their faces, as Elijah when the still small voice
spoke to him; for they are in the presence of God and holy angels, who for
ages have communicated to men light and knowledge, telling them what to
do and what not to do, unfolding before them scenes of thrilling interest,



waymark by waymark in symbols and signs and illustrations. . . .
. . . [L]et not a mind or hand be engaged in criticizing the Bible. It is a

work that Satan delights to have any of you do, but it is not a work the Lord
has pointed out for you to do.

Men should let God take care of His own Book, His living oracles, as He
has done for ages. —Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 16, 17.

The preaching of the word will be of no avail without the continual
presence and aid of the Holy Spirit. This is the only effectual teacher of
divine truth. Only when the truth is accompanied to the heart by the Spirit
will it quicken the conscience or transform the life. One might be able to
present the letter of the word of God, he might be familiar with all its
commands and promises; but unless the Holy Spirit sets home the truth, no
souls will fall on the Rock and be broken. No amount of education, no
advantages, however great, can make one a channel of light without the co-
operation of the Spirit of God.—The Desire of Ages, p. 671.

Wednesday, May 1: Christ Alone
. . . Grace Alone

In the Garden of Gethsemane Christ suffered in man’s stead, and the
human nature of the Son of God staggered under the terrible horror of the
guilt of sin, until from His pale and quivering lips was forced the agonizing
cry, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:” but if there is
no other way by which the salvation of fallen man may be accomplished,
then “not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Human nature would then and there
have died under the horror of the sense of sin, had not an angel from
heaven strengthened Him to bear the agony.

The power that inflicted retributive justice upon man’s substitute and
surety, was the power that sustained and upheld the suffering One under
the tremendous weight of wrath that would have fallen upon a sinful world.
Christ was suffering the death that was pronounced upon the transgressors
of God’s law.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1103.



The gift of God is eternal life. The Lord desires all who receive His grace
to trust entirely in Him. He calls upon us to exercise pure, simple faith,
trusting in Him, without a question as to what recompense we shall receive.
We are to work heartily in His service, showing that we have perfect
confidence that He will judge righteously.

In the account of the judgment scene, when the reward is given to the
righteous, and sentence is passed on the wicked, the righteous are
represented as wondering what they have done that they should receive
such reward. But they cherished an abiding faith in Christ. They were
imbued with His Spirit, and, without conscious effort, they performed for
Christ, in the person of His saints, those services that bring a sure reward.
But their motive in working was not to receive compensation. They
regarded it as the highest honor to be allowed to work as Christ worked.
What they did was done from love to Christ and to their fellowmen, and He
who has identified Himself with suffering humanity accredited these acts of
compassion and love as though done to Himself.—Lift Him Up, p. 343.

By the wedding garment . . . is represented the pure, spotless character
which Christ’s true followers will possess. To the church it is given “that
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white,” “not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing.” The fine linen, says the Scripture, “is the
righteousness of saints.” It is the righteousness of Christ, His own
unblemished character, that through faith is imparted to all who receive
Him as their personal Saviour. . . . This covering, the robe of His own
righteousness, Christ will put upon every repenting, believing soul.—
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 311.

Thursday, May 2: Obedience: The
Fruit of Faith

Because the law of the Lord is perfect, and therefore changeless, it is
impossible for sinful men, in themselves, to meet the standard of its
requirement. This was why Jesus came as our Redeemer. It was His mission,
by making men partakers of the divine nature, to bring them into harmony



with the principles of the law of heaven. When we forsake our sins and
receive Christ as our Saviour, the law is exalted. The apostle Paul asks, “Do
we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the
law.” Romans 3:31.

The new-covenant promise is, “I will put My laws into their hearts, and
in their minds will I write them.” Hebrews 10:16. While the system of types
which pointed to Christ as the Lamb of God that should take away the sin
of the world was to pass away at His death, the principles of righteousness
embodied in the Decalogue are as immutable as the eternal throne. Not one
command has been annulled, not a jot or tittle has been changed. Those
principles that were made known to man in Paradise as the great law of life
will exist unchanged in Paradise restored. When Eden shall bloom on earth
again, God’s law of love will be obeyed by all beneath the sun.—Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, p. 50.

The purity, the holiness, of the life of Jesus as presented from the Word
of God possess more power to reform and transform the character than do
all the efforts put forth in picturing sins and crimes of men and the sure
results. One steadfast look to the Saviour uplifted upon the cross will do
more to purify the mind and heart from every defilement than will all the
scientific explanations by the ablest tongue.

Before the cross the sinner sees his unlikeness of character to Christ. He
sees the terrible consequences of transgression; he hates the sin that he has
practiced, and he lays hold upon Jesus by living faith. He has judged his
position of uncleanness in the light of the presence of God and the heavenly
intelligence. He has measured it by the standard of the cross. He has
weighed it in the balances of the sanctuary. The purity of Christ has
revealed to him his own impurity in its odious colors. He turns from the
defiling sin; he looks to Jesus and lives.—Lift Him Up, p. 297.

Some seem to feel that they must be on probation, and must prove to the
Lord that they are reformed, before they can claim His blessing. But they
may claim the blessing of God even now. They must have His grace, the
Spirit of Christ, to help their infirmities, or they cannot resist evil. Jesus
loves to have us come to Him just as we are, sinful, helpless, dependent. We
may come with all our weakness, our folly, our sinfulness, and fall at His
feet in penitence. It is His glory to encircle us in the arms of His love and to



bind up our wounds, to cleanse us from all impurity. . . .
None are so sinful that they cannot find strength, purity, and

righteousness in Jesus, who died for them. He is waiting to strip them of
their garments stained and polluted with sin, and to put upon them the
white robes of righteousness; He bids them live and not die.—Steps to Christ,
p. 52.

Friday, May 3: For Further
Reading

Sons and Daughters of God, “Rejoices the Heart and Enlightens the Eyes,”
p. 45;

Lift Him Up, “Our Merciful and Faithful High Priest,” p. 345.



Lesson 6
The Two Witnesses

Sabbath Afternoon, May 4
Like the builders of [the] houses on the rock, said Jesus, is he who shall

receive the words that I have spoken to you, and make them the foundation
of his character and life. Centuries before, the prophet Isaiah had written,
“The word of our God shall stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8); and Peter, long after
the Sermon on the Mount was given, quoting these words of Isaiah added,
“This is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 Peter 1:25).
The word of God is the only steadfast thing our world knows. It is the sure
foundation. “Heaven and earth shall pass away,” said Jesus, “but My words
shall not pass away.” Matthew 24:35.

The great principles of the law, of the very nature of God, are embodied
in the words of Christ on the mount. Whoever builds upon them is building
upon Christ, the Rock of Ages. In receiving the word, we receive Christ.
And only those who thus receive His words are building upon Him. “Other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
1 Corinthians 3:11. “There is none other name under heaven, given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4:12. Christ, the Word, the
revelation of God,—the manifestation of His character, His law, His love,
His life,—is the only foundation upon which we can build a character that
will endure.—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 148.

We need to study the working out of God’s purpose in the history of
nations and in the revelation of things to come, that we may estimate at
their true value things seen and things unseen; that we may learn what is
the true aim of life; that, viewing the things of time in the light of eternity,



we may put them to their truest and noblest use. . . .
The day is at hand. For the lessons to be learned, the work to be done,

the transformation of character to be effected, the time remaining is but too
brief a span.

“Behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for
many days to come, and he prophesieth of the times that are far off.
Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; There shall none of My
words be prolonged any more, but the word which I have spoken shall be
done, saith the Lord God.” Ezekiel 12:27, 28.—Education, p. 184.

Those who study the word of God with hearts open to the enlightenment
of the Holy Spirit, will not remain in darkness as to the meaning of the
word. “If any man willeth to do His will,” Christ said, “he shall know of the
teaching whether it be of God, or whether I speak from Myself.” John 7:17,
R.V. All who come to Christ for a clearer knowledge of the truth will
receive it. He will unfold to them the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,
and these mysteries will be understood by the heart that longs to know the
truth.—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 35.

Sunday, May 5: Two Witnesses
When Christ desired to open to His disciples the truth of His

resurrection, He began “at Moses and all the prophets” and “expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.” Luke 24:27.
But it is the light which shines in the fresh unfolding of truth that glorifies
the old. He who rejects or neglects the new does not really possess the old.
For him it loses its vital power and becomes but a lifeless form. . . .

[Many] set aside the Old Testament Scriptures, of which Christ declared,
“They are they which testify of Me.” John 5:39. In rejecting the Old, they
virtually reject the New; for both are parts of an inseparable whole. No man
can rightly present the law of God without the gospel, or the gospel without
the law. The law is the gospel embodied, and the gospel is the law unfolded.
The law is the root, the gospel is the fragrant blossom and fruit which it
bears.

The Old Testament sheds light upon the New, and the New upon the Old.



Each is a revelation of the glory of God in Christ. Both present truths that
will continually reveal new depths of meaning to the earnest seeker.—
Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 127, 128.

“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life.” Every
position of truth taken by our people will bear the criticism of the greatest
minds; the highest of the world’s great men will be brought in contact with
truth, and therefore every position we take should be critically examined
and tested by the Scriptures. Now we seem to be unnoticed, but this will not
always be. Movements are at work to bring us to the front, and if our
theories of truth can be picked to pieces by historians or the world’s
greatest men, it will be done.

We must individually know for ourselves what is truth, and be prepared
to give a reason of the hope that we have with meekness and fear, not in a
proud, boasting, self-sufficiency, but with the spirit of Christ. We are
nearing the time when we shall stand individually alone to answer for our
belief. Religious errors are multiplying and entwining themselves with
Satanic power about the people. There is scarcely a doctrine of the Bible
that has not been denied.—Evangelism, p. 69.

The Holy Spirit is beside every true searcher of God’s Word, enabling
him to discover the hidden gems of truth. Divine illumination comes to his
mind, stamping the truth upon him with a new, fresh importance. He is
filled with a joy never before felt. The peace of God rests upon him. The
preciousness of truth is realized as never before. A heavenly light shines
upon the Word, making it appear as though every letter were tinged with
gold. God Himself speaks to the heart, making His Word spirit and life.
—Reflecting Christ, p. 128.

Monday, May 6: Prophetic Time
Periods

The history of nations speaks to us today. To every nation and to every
individual God has assigned a place in His great plan. Today men and



nations are being tested by the plummet in the hand of Him who makes no
mistake. All are by their own choice deciding their destiny, and God is
overruling all for the accomplishment of His purposes.

The prophecies which the great I AM has given in His word, uniting link
after link in the chain of events, from eternity in the past to eternity in the
future, tell us where we are today in the procession of the ages and what
may be expected in the time to come. All that prophecy has foretold as
coming to pass, until the present time, has been traced on the pages of
history, and we may be assured that all which is yet to come will be fulfilled
in its order. . . .

The Bible, and the Bible only, gives a correct view of these things. Here
are revealed the great final scenes in the history of our world, events that
already are casting their shadows before, the sound of their approach
causing the earth to tremble and men’s hearts to fail them for fear.
—Prophets and Kings, pp. 536, 537.

The prophecies of Daniel and John are to be diligently studied.
There are those now living who, in studying the prophecies of Daniel

and John, received great light from God as they passed over the ground
where special prophecies were in process of fulfillment in their order. They
bore the message of time to the people. The truth shone out clearly as the
sun at noonday. Historical events, showing the direct fulfillment of
prophecy, were set before the people, and the prophecy was seen to be a
figurative delineation of events leading down to the close of this earth’s
history. The scenes connected with the working of the man of sin are the
last features plainly revealed in this earth’s history. The people now have a
special message to give to the world, the third angel’s message.—Selected
Messages, book 2, pp. 101, 102.

The substitution of the precepts of men for the commandments of God
has not ceased. . . . Men cling to their traditions, and revere their customs,
and cherish hatred against those who seek to show them their error. In this
day, when we are bidden to call attention to the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus, we see the same enmity as was manifested in the days of
Christ. . . .

Let all who accept human authority, the customs of the church, or the
traditions of the fathers, take heed to the warning conveyed in the words of
Christ, “In vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the



commandments of men.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 398.

Tuesday, May 7: The Two
Witnesses Are Killed

The war against the Bible, carried forward for so many centuries in
France, culminated in the scenes of the Revolution. That terrible
outbreaking was but the legitimate result of Rome’s suppression of the
Scriptures. It presented the most striking illustration which the world has
ever witnessed of the working out of the papal policy—an illustration of the
results to which for more than a thousand years the teaching of the Roman
Church had been tending.

The suppression of the Scriptures during the period of papal supremacy
was foretold by the prophets; and the Revelator points also to the terrible
results that were to accrue especially to France from the domination of the
“man of sin.”—The Great Controversy, pp. 265, 266.

[This event took place during a visit by Ellen White to Nimes, France,
where she assisted D. T. Bourdeau in speaking at evangelistic tent
meetings.]

That afternoon [November 2] he [Elder Bourdeau] had us accompany
him to the Cathedral [in Valence, France] and look upon the bust of Pius VI
who was noted in prophecy, who was led into captivity and died in
captivity. Here was the one marked in history who received the deadly
wound. His heart is encased in the marble monument beneath where the
bust is located. We felt rather solemn as we looked upon the monument of
this man noted in prophecy.—Manuscript Releases, vol. 8, p. 354.

The very same difficulties which were created to hinder the restoration
and upbuilding of the work of God, the great mountains of difficulty which
loomed in Zerubbabel’s way, will be met by all who today are loyal to God
and to His work. Many human inventions are used to carry out plans after
the mind and will of men with whom God is not working. But it is not
boastful words nor a multitude of ceremonies that show that the Lord is



working with His people. The assumed power of the human agent does not
decide this question. Those who place themselves in opposition to the
Lord’s work may hinder for a time, but the same Spirit that has guided the
Lord’s work all the way through will guide it today. “Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”—Ellen G. White
Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1179.

We are engaged in a mighty conflict, and it will become more close and
determined, as we near the final struggle. We have a sleepless adversary,
and he is constantly at work upon human minds that have not had a
personal experience in the teachings of the people of God for the past fifty
years. Some will take the truth applicable to their time, and place it in the
future. Events in the train of prophecy that had their fulfillment away in the
past are made future, and thus by these theories the faith of some is
undermined.—Selected Messages, book 2, p. 102.

Wednesday, May 8: The Two
Witnesses Resurrected

Concerning the two witnesses the prophet declares further: “And they
heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And
they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.”
Revelation 11:12. Since France made war upon God’s two witnesses, they
have been honored as never before. In 1804 the British and Foreign Bible
Society was organized. This was followed by similar organizations, with
numerous branches, upon the continent of Europe. In 1816 the American
Bible Society was founded. When the British Society was formed, the Bible
had been printed and circulated in fifty tongues. It has since been translated
into many hundreds of languages and dialects.—The Great Controversy, p.
287.

For the fifty years preceding 1792, little attention was given to the work
of foreign missions. No new societies were formed, and there were but few
churches that made any effort for the spread of Christianity in heathen



lands. But toward the close of the eighteenth century a great change took
place. Men became dissatisfied with the results of rationalism and realized
the necessity of divine revelation and experimental religion. From this time
the work of foreign missions attained an unprecedented growth.

The improvements in printing have given an impetus to the work of
circulating the Bible. The increased facilities for communication between
different countries, the breaking down of ancient barriers of prejudice and
national exclusiveness, and the loss of secular power by the pontiff of Rome
have opened the way for the entrance of the word of God. For some years
the Bible has been sold without restraint in the streets of Rome, and it has
now been carried to every part of the habitable globe.—The Great
Controversy, pp. 287, 288.

The great plan of redemption results in fully bringing back the world
into God’s favor. All that was lost by sin is restored. Not only man but the
earth is redeemed, to be the eternal abode of the obedient. For six thousand
years Satan has struggled to maintain possession of the earth. Now God’s
original purpose in its creation is accomplished. “The saints of the Most
High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever
and ever.” Daniel 7:18.

“From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord’s
name is to be praised.” Psalm 113:3. “In that day shall there be one Lord, and
His name one.” “And Jehovah shall be king over all the earth.” Zechariah
14:9. Says the Scripture, “Forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven.”
“All His commandments are sure. They stand fast forever and ever.” Psalm
119:89; 111:7, 8. The sacred statutes which Satan has hated and sought to
destroy, will be honored throughout a sinless universe. And “as the earth
bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown
in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth before all nations.” Isaiah 61:11.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p.
342.

Thursday, May 9: Truth
Triumphant



When the Saviour was about to be separated from His disciples, He
comforted them in their sorrow with the assurance that He would come
again: “Let not your heart be troubled. . . . In My Father’s house are many
mansions. . . . I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself.” John 14:1-3. “The
Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him.”
“Then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: and before Him shall be
gathered all nations.” Matthew 25:31, 32. . . .

Then the long-continued rule of evil shall be broken; “the kingdoms of
this world” will become “the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and
He shall reign for ever and ever.” Revelation 11:15. “The glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.” “The Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.” He
shall be “for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue
of His people.” Isaiah 40:5; 61:11; Isaiah 28:5.—The Great Controversy, p. 301.

Christ says, “I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it” (Revelation 3:8). How hard men work to close
that door; but they are not able. John’s testimony is, “And the temple of God
was opened in heaven, and there was seen in His temple the ark of His
testament” (Revelation 11:19). Beneath the mercy seat, within the ark, were
the two tables of stone, containing the law of Jehovah. God’s faithful ones
saw the light that shone forth to them from the law, to be given to the
world. And now Satan’s intense activity is to close that door of light; but
Jesus says that no man can shut it. Men will turn from the light, denounce
it, and despise it, but it still shines forth in clear, distinct rays to cheer and
bless all who will see it.

God’s children will have a fierce conflict with the adversary of souls, and
it will become more exceedingly bitter as we approach the close of the
conflict. But the Lord will help those who stand in defense of His truth.
—Faith and Works, p. 46.

We build on Christ by obeying His word. It is not he who merely enjoys
righteousness, that is righteous, but he who does righteousness. Holiness is
not rapture; it is the result of surrendering all to God; it is doing the will of
our heavenly Father. When the children of Israel were encamped on the
borders of the Promised Land, it was not enough for them to have a
knowledge of Canaan, or to sing the songs of Canaan. This alone would not



bring them into possession of the vineyards and olive groves of the goodly
land. They could make it theirs in truth only by occupation, by complying
with the conditions, by exercising living faith in God, by appropriating His
promises to themselves, while they obeyed His instruction.—Thoughts From
the Mount of Blessing, p. 149.

Friday, May 10: For Further
Reading

Lift Him Up, “Our Only Safeguard in Trial and Temptation,” p. 130;
The Faith I Live By, “God’s Commandments Are True,” p. 80.



Lesson 7
Motivated by Hope

Sabbath Afternoon, May 11
Jesus is coming, but not as at His first advent, a babe in Bethlehem; not

as He rode into Jerusalem, when the disciples praised God with a loud voice
and cried, “Hosanna”; but in the glory of the Father and with all the retinue
of holy angels to escort Him on His way to earth. All heaven will be
emptied of the angels, while the waiting saints will be looking for Him and
gazing into heaven, as were the men of Galilee when He ascended from the
Mount of Olivet. Then only those who are holy, those who have followed
fully the meek Pattern, will with rapturous joy exclaim as they behold Him,
“Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us.”. . .

With such a prospect as this before us, such a glorious hope, such a
redemption that Christ has purchased for us by His own blood, shall we
hold our peace? Shall we not praise God even with a loud voice, as did the
disciples when Jesus rode into Jerusalem? Is not our prospect far more
glorious than was theirs? Who dare then forbid us glorifying God, even
with a loud voice, when we have such a hope, big with immortality, and full
of glory? We have tasted of the powers of the world to come, and long for
more.—Early Writings, p. 110.

Jesus is coming! But not to listen to the woes of mankind, and to hear the
guilty sinner confess his sins, and to speak pardon to him; for every one’s
case will then be decided for life or death. Those who have lived in sin will
remain sinners forever. Those who have confessed their sins to Jesus in the
sanctuary, have made Him their friend and have loved His appearing, will
have pardon written for all their sins.



Jesus is coming as He ascended into heaven, only with additional
splendor. He is coming with the glory of His Father, and all the holy angels
with Him, to escort Him on His way. Instead of the cruel crown of thorns to
pierce His holy temples, a crown of dazzling glory will deck His sacred
brow.—The Faith I Live By, p. 351.

More than eighteen hundred years have passed since the Saviour gave
the promise of His coming. Throughout the centuries His words have filled
with courage the hearts of His faithful ones. The promise has not yet been
fulfilled; but none the less sure is the word that has been spoken. . . .

The time of tarrying is almost ended. The pilgrims and strangers who
have so long been seeking a better country are almost home. I feel as if I
must cry aloud, Homeward bound! “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look
for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without
spot, and blameless.” 2 Peter 3:14.—Our High Calling, p. 367.

Sunday, May 12: The Promise of
His Return

One of the most solemn and yet most glorious truths revealed in the
Bible is that of Christ’s second coming to complete the great work of
redemption. To God’s pilgrim people, so long left to sojourn in “the region
and shadow of death,” a precious, joy-inspiring hope is given in the promise
of His appearing, who is “the resurrection and the life,” to “bring home
again His banished.” The doctrine of the second advent is the very keynote
of the Sacred Scriptures. From the day when the first pair turned their
sorrowing steps from Eden, the children of faith have waited the coming of
the Promised One to break the destroyer’s power and bring them again to
the lost Paradise. Holy men of old looked forward to the advent of the
Messiah in glory, as the consummation of their hope.—The Great
Controversy, p. 299.

This great truth [of Christ’s return has] been the consolation of God’s
faithful ones through all the ages. . . . It was our Lord Himself who promised



His disciples: “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself.” John 14:3. It was the compassionate Saviour, who,
anticipating the loneliness and sorrow of His followers, commissioned
angels to comfort them with the assurance that He would come again in
person, even as He went into heaven.

As the disciples stood gazing intently upward to catch the last glimpse of
Him whom they loved, their attention was arrested by the words: “Ye men
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven.” Acts 1:11. Hope was kindled afresh by the
angels’ message. The disciples “returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and
were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.” Luke 24:52, 53.
They were not rejoicing because Jesus had been separated from them and
they were left to struggle with the trials and temptations of the world, but
because of the angels’ assurance that He would come again.—The Great
Controversy, p. 339.

In the lowering of the moral standard among the Corinthian believers,
there were those who had given up some of the fundamental features of
their faith. Some had gone so far as to deny the doctrine of the resurrection.
Paul met this heresy with a very plain testimony regarding the
unmistakable evidence of the resurrection of Christ. He declared that Christ,
after His death, “rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,” after
which “He was seen of Cephas, then of the Twelve: after that, He was seen
of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain
unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, He was seen of
James; then of all the apostles. And last of all He was seen of me also.”. . .

The apostle carried the minds of the Corinthian brethren forward to the
triumphs of the resurrection morn, when all the sleeping saints are to be
raised, henceforth to live forever with their Lord.—The Acts of the Apostles,
pp. 319, 320.

Monday, May 13: Anticipating the
Time



Unbelief is closing their eyes [the believers] so that they are ignorant of
their true condition. The True Witness thus describes their blindness: “And
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked.”

Faith in the soon coming of Christ is waning. “My Lord delayeth His
coming” is not only said in the heart, but expressed in words and most
decidedly in works. Stupidity in this watching time is sealing the senses of
God’s people as to the signs of the times. The terrible iniquity which
abounds calls for the greatest diligence and for the living testimony, to keep
sin out of the church. Faith has been decreasing to a fearful degree, and it is
only by exercise that it can increase.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p.
255.

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Matthew 24:27. . . .

Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half the size of a
man’s hand. It is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and which seems in
the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The people of God know this to be
the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws
nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious, until it is a great
white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow
of the covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. Not now a “man of
sorrows,” to drink the bitter cup of shame and woe, He comes, victor in
heaven and earth, to judge the living and the dead. “Faithful and True,” “in
righteousness he doth judge and make war.” And “the armies which were in
heaven” (Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him.

With anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered
throng, attend Him on His way. The firmament seems filled with radiant
forms—“ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.” No
human pen can portray the scene; no mortal mind is adequate to conceive
its splendor. “His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his
praise. And his brightness was as the light.” Habakkuk 3:3, 4. As the living
cloud comes still nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life. No crown of
thorns now mars that sacred head; but a diadem of glory rests on His holy
brow. His countenance outshines the dazzling brightness of the noonday
sun. “And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords.” Revelation 19:16.—Maranatha, p. 288.



All we have to do with is this one day. Today we must be faithful to our
trust. Today we must love God with all the heart and our neighbor as
ourselves. Today we must resist the temptations of the enemy, and through
the grace of Christ gain the victory. Thus we shall watch and wait for
Christ’s coming.—In Heavenly Places, p. 355.

Tuesday, May 14: William Miller
and the Bible

God sent His angel to move upon the heart of a farmer [William Miller]
who had not believed the Bible, to lead him to search the prophecies. Angels
of God repeatedly visited that chosen one, to guide his mind and open to his
understanding prophecies which had ever been dark to God’s people. The
commencement of the chain of truth was given to him, and he was led on to
search for link after link, until he looked with wonder and admiration upon
the Word of God. He saw there a perfect chain of truth. That Word, which
he had regarded as uninspired, now opened before his vision in its beauty
and glory. He saw that one portion of Scripture explains another, and when
one passage was closed to his understanding, he found in another part of
the Word that which explained it. He regarded the sacred Word of God with
joy, and with the deepest respect and awe.—The Story of Redemption, p. 356.

The Bible points to God as its author; yet it was written by human hands;
and in the varied style of its different books it presents the characteristics of
the several writers. The truths revealed are all “given by inspiration of God”
(2 Timothy 3:16); yet they are expressed in the words of men. The Infinite
One by His Holy Spirit has shed light into the minds and hearts of His
servants. He has given dreams and visions, symbols and figures; and those
to whom the truth was thus revealed, have themselves embodied the
thought in human language.

The Ten Commandments were spoken by God Himself, and were written
by His own hand. They are of divine, and not human composition. But the
Bible, with its God-given truths expressed in the language of men, presents
a union of the divine and the human. Such a union existed in the nature of



Christ, who was the Son of God and the Son of man. Thus it is true of the
Bible, as it was of Christ, that “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us” (John 1:14).
—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 25.

We should ask the Lord to open our understanding, that we may
comprehend divine truth. If we humble our hearts before God, empty them
of vanity and pride and selfishness, through the grace abundantly bestowed
upon us; if we sincerely desire and unwaveringly believe, the bright beams
of the Sun of Righteousness will shine into our minds, and illuminate our
darkened understanding. Jesus is the Light that lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. He is the Light of the world, and He bids us come
unto Him, and learn of Him.—Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 183.

Wednesday, May 15: The 2,300
Days of Daniel 8:14

Through nature, through types and symbols, through patriarchs and
prophets, God had spoken to the world. Lessons must be given to humanity
in the language of humanity. The Messenger of the covenant must speak.
His voice must be heard in His own temple. Christ must come to utter
words which should be clearly and definitely understood. He, the author of
truth, must separate truth from the chaff of man’s utterance, which had
made it of no effect. The principles of God’s government and the plan of
redemption must be clearly defined. The lessons of the Old Testament must
be fully set before men. . . .

The fulness of time had come.—The Desire of Ages, p. 34.

“Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.” Following his rule of making Scripture its own interpreter, Miller
learned that a day in symbolic prophecy represents a year (Numbers 14:34;
Ezekiel 4:6); he saw that the period of 2300 prophetic days, or literal years,
would extend far beyond the close of the Jewish dispensation, hence it could
not refer to the sanctuary of that dispensation. Miller accepted the generally



received view that in the Christian age the earth is the sanctuary, and he
therefore understood that the cleansing of the sanctuary foretold in Daniel
8:14 represented the purification of the earth by fire at the second coming of
Christ. If, then, the correct starting point could be found for the 2300 days,
he concluded that the time of the second advent could be readily
ascertained. Thus would be revealed the time of that great consummation,
the time when the present state, with “all its pride and power, pomp and
vanity, wickedness and oppression, would come to an end;” when the curse
would be “removed from off the earth, death be destroyed, reward be given
to the servants of God, the prophets and saints, and them who fear His
name, and those be destroyed that destroy the earth.”—Bliss, page 76.—The
Great Controversy, p. 324.

The beginning of the seventy weeks is fixed beyond question at 457 B.C.,
and their expiration in A.D. 34. The seventy weeks (490 days) having been
cut off from the 2300, there were 1810 days remaining. After the end of the
490 days, the 1810 days were still to be fulfilled. From A.D. 34, 1810 years
extend to 1844. Consequently the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14 terminate in
1844. At the expiration of this great prophetic period, “the sanctuary shall
be cleansed.” Thus the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary—almost
universally believed to take place at the second advent—was pointed out. . . .

In 1818 [Miller] reached the solemn conviction that in about twenty-five
years Christ would appear for the redemption of His people. “I need not
speak,” says Miller, “of the joy that filled my heart in view of the delightful
prospect, nor of the ardent longings of my soul for a participation in the
joys of the redeemed. . . . Oh, how bright and glorious the truth appeared!”
—From Here to Forever, p. 206.

Thursday, May 16: The Longest
Prophetic Time Line

In the seventh chapter of Ezra the decree is found, issued by Artaxerxes,
king of Persia, in 457 B.C. Three kings, in originating and completing the



decree, brought it to the perfection required by the prophecy to mark the
beginning of the 2300 years. Taking 457 B.C., when the decree was
completed, as the date of the “commandment,” every specification of the
seventy weeks was seen to have been fulfilled.

“From the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore
and two weeks”—sixty-nine weeks, or 483 years. The decree of Artaxerxes
went into effect in the autumn of 457 B.C. From this date, 483 years extend to
the autumn of A.D. 27. At that time this prophecy was fulfilled. In the
autumn of A.D. 27 Christ was baptized by John and received the anointing of
the Spirit. After His baptism He went into Galilee, “preaching the gospel of
the kingdom of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled.” Mark 1:14, 15.—From
Here to Forever, pp. 204, 205.

The one week—seven years—ended in A.D. 34. Then by the stoning of
Stephen the Jews finally sealed their rejection of the gospel; the disciples
who were scattered abroad by persecution “went everywhere preaching the
word” (Acts 8:4); and shortly after, Saul the persecutor was converted and
became Paul the apostle to the Gentiles.

The many prophecies concerning the Saviour’s advent led the Hebrews
to live in an attitude of constant expectancy. Many died in the faith, not
having received the promises. But having seen them afar off, they believed
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. From the
days of Enoch the promises repeated through patriarchs and prophets had
kept alive the hope of His appearing.—Prophets and Kings, p. 699.

All heaven is interested for our salvation. Will we be interested for our
own salvation? Let us cast away every doubt, everything that would shroud
our souls in darkness. We know that the world is filled with iniquity, but
shall we think and talk of that only? Shall we look here and there for defects
and evils? Shall we look critically at the characters of our brethren? O let us
think of the goodness of God! Let us tell of his power, sing of his love. Let
us commit our souls unto God as unto a faithful Creator, and stop worrying
and fretting. God will help us to live above the things of this life, and give
us an abundance of good things to think about and to talk about. Let us
come into the presence of Christ. He is cleansing the heavenly sanctuary.
Let us enter there by faith. Provision has been made for our cleansing. A
fountain has been opened for sin and uncleanness. Ask in faith for the grace



of God, and you will not ask in vain.—The Review and Herald, May 28, 1889,
par. 11.

Friday, May 17: For Further
Reading

Lift Him Up, “Glorified Before the Universe,” p. 102;
Testimonies for the Church, “Preparation for the Final Crisis,” vol. 6, pp.

403–410.



Lesson 8
Light From the Sanctuary

Sabbath Afternoon, May 18
Mr. Miller and those who were in union with him supposed that the

cleansing of the sanctuary spoken of in Daniel 8:14 meant the purifying of
the earth by fire prior to its becoming the abode of the saints. This was to
take place at the advent of Christ; therefore we looked for that event at the
end of the 2300 days, or years. But after our disappointment the Scriptures
were carefully searched with prayer and earnest thought, and after a period
of suspense, light poured in upon our darkness; doubt and uncertainty were
swept away.

Instead of the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 referring to the purifying of the
earth, it was now plain that it pointed to the closing work of our High Priest
in heaven, the finishing of the atonement, and the preparing of the people
to abide the day of His coming.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 58.

Think of Jesus. He is in His holy place, not in a state of solitude, but
surrounded by ten thousand times ten thousand of heavenly angels who
wait to do His bidding. And He bids them go and work for the weakest saint
who puts his trust in God. High and low, rich and poor, have the same help
provided.

Consider this great fact that Christ ceases not to engage in His solemn
work in the heavenly sanctuary, and if you wear Christ’s yoke, if you lift
Christ’s burden, you will be engaged in a work of like character with that of
your living Head.—The Faith I Live By, p. 205.

The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment should be



clearly understood by the people of God. All need a knowledge for
themselves of the position and work of their great High Priest. Otherwise it
will be impossible for them to exercise the faith which is essential at this
time or to occupy the position which God designs them to fill. Every
individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at the bar of
God. Each must meet the great Judge face-to-face.

The sanctuary in heaven is the very center of Christ’s work in behalf of
men. It concerns every soul living upon the earth. It opens to view the plan
of redemption, bringing us down to the very close of time and revealing the
triumphant issue of the contest between righteousness and sin. It is of the
utmost importance that all should thoroughly investigate these subjects and
be able to give an answer to everyone that asketh them a reason of the hope
that is in them.—Lift Him Up, p. 329.

Sunday, May 19: The Heavenly
Sanctuary

What is the cleansing of the sanctuary? That there was such a service in
connection with the earthly sanctuary, is stated in the Old Testament
Scriptures. But can there be anything in heaven to be cleansed? In Hebrews
9 the cleansing of both the earthly and the heavenly sanctuary is plainly
taught.

The cleansing, both in the typical and in the real service, must be
accomplished with blood: in the former, with the blood of animals; in the
latter, with the blood of Christ.

The cleansing was not a removal of physical impurities, for it was to be
accomplished with blood, and therefore must be a cleansing from sin.—The
Faith I Live By, p. 206.

Christ was the foundation of the whole Jewish economy. In the service of
the Jewish priesthood we are continually reminded of the sacrifice and
intercession of Christ. All who come to Christ today are to remember that
His merit is the incense that mingles with the prayers of those who repent
of their sins and receive pardon and mercy and grace. Our need of Christ’s



intercession is constant. Day by day, morning and evening, the humble
heart needs to offer up prayers to which will be returned answers of grace
and peace and joy. “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But
to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifice God is
well pleased.”

Yes, Christ has become the medium of prayer between man and God. He
also has become the medium of blessing between God and man. He has
combined divinity and humanity. Men are to be co-laborers with God in the
salvation of their own souls, and then make earnest, persevering, untiring
efforts to save those who are ready to perish.—Ellen G. White Comments, in
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1078.

After the fall Christ became Adam’s instructor. He acted in God’s stead
toward humanity, saving the race from immediate death. He took upon him
the office of mediator. Adam and Eve were given a probation in which to
return to their allegiance, and in this plan all their posterity were embraced.

Without the atonement of the Son of God there could have been no
communication of blessing or salvation from God to man. God was jealous
for the honor of His law. The transgression of that law had caused a fearful
separation between God and man. To Adam in his innocence was granted
communion, direct, free, and happy, with his Maker. After his transgression,
God would communicate to man only through Christ and angels.—Conflict
and Courage, p. 20.

Having suffered the full penalty for a guilty world, Jesus became the
Mediator between God and man, to restore the repenting soul to favor with
God by giving him grace to keep the law of the Most High. Christ came not
to destroy the law or the prophets, but to fulfill them to the very letter. The
atonement of Calvary vindicated the law of God as holy, just, and true, not
only before the fallen world but before heaven and before the worlds
unfallen. Christ came to magnify the law and to make it honorable.—Faith
and Works, p. 118.

Monday, May 20: In the Holy of



Holies
On the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering for

the congregation, went into the most holy place with the blood and
sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, above the tables of the law. Thus the
claims of the law, which demanded the life of the sinner, were satisfied.
Then in his character of mediator the priest took the sins upon himself, and,
leaving the sanctuary, he bore with him the burden of Israel’s guilt. At the
door of the tabernacle he laid his hands upon the head of the scapegoat and
confessed over him “all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their
transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat.”
And as the goat bearing these sins was sent away, they were, with him,
regarded as forever separated from the people. Such was the service
performed “unto the example and shadow of heavenly things.” Hebrews
8:5. . . .

Thus in the ministration of the tabernacle, and of the temple that
afterward took its place, the people were taught each day the great truths
relative to Christ’s death and ministration, and once each year their minds
were carried forward to the closing events of the great controversy between
Christ and Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin and sinners.
—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 355, 358.

We are in the great day of atonement, and the sacred work of Christ for
the people of God that is going on at the present time in the heavenly
sanctuary should be our constant study. We should teach our children what
the typical Day of Atonement signified and that it was a special season of
great humiliation and confession of sins before God. The antitypical day of
atonement is to be of the same character. Everyone who teaches the truth
by precept and example will give the trumpet a certain sound. . . . The great
work is before us of leading the people away from worldly customs and
practices, up higher and higher, to spirituality, piety, and earnest work for
God. It is [our] work to proclaim the message of the third angel, to sound
the last note of warning to the world. May the Lord bless [us] with spiritual
eyesight.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 520.

We are now standing in the outer court, waiting and looking for that



blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
No sacrifices are to be offered without, for the great High Priest is
performing His work in the Most Holy Place. In His intercession as our
advocate, Christ needs no man’s virtue, no man’s intercession. He is the
only sin-bearer, the only sin-offering. Prayer and confession are to be
offered only to Him who has entered once for all into the Most Holy Place.
He will save to the uttermost all who come to Him in faith. He ever liveth to
make intercession for us.—Lift Him Up, p. 319.

Tuesday, May 21: The Judgment
Has Come

In the day of judgment men will see what they might have become
through the power of Christ. . . . They knew the claims of God, but they
refused to comply with the conditions laid down in His Word. . . .

As plainly as in the light of the noonday sun, they all see what they
might have been had they cooperated with God instead of opposing Him.
The picture cannot be changed. Their cases are forever decided. They must
perish with the one whose ways and works they followed.

A flash of light will come to all lost souls. They will see clearly the
mystery of godliness, which during their lifetime they despised and hated.
And the fallen angels, endowed with higher intelligence than man, will
realize what they have done in using their powers to lead human beings to
choose deception and falsehood. All who have united with the deceiver, all
who have learned his ways and practiced his deceptions, must perish with
him. The Lord Jesus looks pityingly upon them and says, “Depart.”—The
Upward Look, p. 203.

None need be deceived. The law of God is as sacred as His throne, and by
it every man who cometh into the world is to be judged. There is no other
standard by which to test character. “If they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.” Now, shall the case be decided
according to the Word of God, or shall man’s pretensions be credited? Says
Christ, “By their fruits ye shall know them.”—Ellen G. White Comments, in



The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1099.

God does not compel anyone to love Him and obey His law. He has
manifested unutterable love toward man in the plan of redemption. He has
poured out the treasures of His wisdom, and has given the most precious
gift of heaven that we might be constrained to love Him, and come into
harmony with His will. If we refuse such love, and will not have Him to rule
over us, we are working our own ruin, and we shall sustain an eternal loss
at last. . . .

When the cases of all come in review before God, the question, What did
they profess? is never asked, but, What have they done? Have they been
doers of the word? Have they lived for themselves? or have they been
exercised in works of benevolence, in deeds of kindness, in love, preferring
others before themselves, and denying themselves that they might bless
others?

If the record shows that this has been their life, that their characters have
been marked with tenderness, self-denial, and benevolence, they will
receive the blessed assurance and benediction from Christ, “Well done,”
“Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.”—Counsels on Stewardship, pp. 127, 129.

Wednesday, May 22: The Good
News of the Most Holy Place

We have one who is fully able, and always willing, to give us the very
help that we require in the time of need. We have been invited to ask help,
to come boldly to the throne of grace, to ask what we will, that it may be
done unto us. And if the words of Christ abide in us, we are the elect of
God, and will bring forth fruit in steady faith, cherishing the faith that
works by love and purifies the soul from every moral defilement. “Much
fruit” is the evidence that the words of Christ abide and work in the soul.
—The Signs of the Times, February 20, 1896, par. 3.

Those who possess that faith that works by love and purifies the soul,



will be sanctified body, soul, spirit, and intellect. There will be an effectual
ministry when the servant of God makes it the business of his life to grasp
the word of God with a determination that nothing can release, to hold fast
to that word, to eat it, and impart it to others as the word of life.

When Jesus is our abiding trust, our offering to God will be ourselves.
Our dependence will be on the righteousness and intercession of Christ
Jesus as our only hope. There is no confusion, no distrust, because by faith
we see Jesus ordained of God for this very purpose, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the world. He stands engaged by solemn covenant to mediate
in behalf of all who come to God by Him, and to accomplish their salvation
if they will only believe. The privilege is granted us to come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in every
time of need.
—Letter 153, 1897.

In Christ’s name our petitions ascend to the Father. He intercedes in our
behalf, and the Father lays open all the treasures of His grace for our
appropriation, to enjoy and communicate to others. Ask in My name, Christ
says. I do not say that I will pray the Father for you, for the Father Himself
loveth you, because you have loved Me. Make use of My name. This will
give your prayers efficiency, and the Father will give you the riches of His
grace. Wherefore ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.

What condescension! What a privilege is granted us! Christ is the
connecting link between God and man. As we approach God through the
virtue of Christ’s merits, we are clothed with His priestly vestments. He
places us close by His side, encircling us with His human arm, while with
His divine arm He grasps the throne of the Infinite. He puts His merits as
sweet incense in a censer in our hands in order to encourage our petitions.
He promises to hear and answer our supplications. Yes; Christ has become
the medium of prayer between man and God. He also has become the
medium of blessing between God and man. He has combined divinity and
humanity.
—In Heavenly Places, p. 77.

Thursday, May 23: Jesus, Our



Advocate in the Judgment
[Jesus] walked once a man on earth, His divinity clothed with humanity,

a suffering, tempted man, beset with Satan’s devices. . . . Now He is at the
right hand of God, He is in heaven as our advocate, making intercession for
us. We must always take comfort and hope as we think of this. He is
thinking of those who are subject to temptations in this world. He thinks of
us individually, and knows our every necessity. When tempted, just say, He
cares for me, He makes intercession for me, He loves me, He has died for
me. I will give myself unreservedly to Him.

We grieve the heart of Christ when we go mourning over ourselves as
though we were our own saviour. No; we must commit the keeping of our
souls to God as unto a faithful Creator. He ever lives to make intercession
for the tried, tempted ones. Open your heart to the bright beams of the Sun
of Righteousness, and let no one breath of doubt, one word of unbelief,
escape your lips, lest you sow the seeds of doubt. There are rich blessings
for us; let us grasp them by faith. I entreat you to have courage in the Lord.
Divine strength is ours, and let us talk courage and strength and faith.
—Reflecting Christ, p. 109.

The temple of God is opened in heaven, and the threshold is flushed with
the glory that is for every church that will love God and keep His
commandments. We need to study, to meditate, and to pray. Then we shall
have spiritual eyesight to discern the inner courts of the celestial temple.
We shall catch the themes of song and thanksgiving of the heavenly choir
round about the throne. When Zion shall arise and shine, her light will be
most penetrating, and precious songs of praise and thanksgiving will be
heard in the assembly of the saints. Murmurings, complainings, and
lamentations over little disappointments and difficulties will be lost sight of.
As we apply the golden eyesalve we shall see the glories beyond. Faith will
cut through the hellish shadow of Satan, and we shall see our Advocate
offering up the incense of His own merits in our behalf.—That I May Know
Him, p. 273.

In this life we can only begin to understand the wonderful theme of
redemption. With our finite comprehension we may consider most



earnestly the shame and the glory, the life and the death, the justice and the
mercy, that meet in the cross; yet with the utmost stretch of our mental
powers we fail to grasp its full significance. The length and the breadth, the
depth and the height, of redeeming love are but dimly comprehended. The
plan of redemption will not be fully understood, even when the ransomed
see as they are seen and know as they are known; but through the eternal
ages new truth will continually unfold to the wondering and delighted
mind. Though the griefs and pains and temptations of earth are ended and
the cause removed, the people of God will ever have a distinct, intelligent
knowledge of what their salvation has cost.—The Great Controversy, p. 651.

Friday, May 24: For Further
Reading

The Faith I Live By, “The Heavenly Things Purified,” p. 206;
Testimonies for the Church, “No Time to Lose,” vol. 8, pp. 314, 315.



Lesson 9
The Foundation of God’s Government

Sabbath Afternoon, May 25
The germ in the seed grows by the unfolding of the life-principle which

God has implanted. Its development depends upon no human power. So it is
with the kingdom of Christ. It is a new creation. Its principles of
development are the opposite of those that rule the kingdoms of this world.
Earthly governments prevail by physical force; they maintain their
dominion by war; but the founder of the new kingdom is the Prince of
Peace. The Holy Spirit represents worldly kingdoms under the symbol of
fierce beasts of prey; but Christ is “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world.” John 1:29. In His plan of government there is no
employment of brute force to compel the conscience. The Jews looked for
the kingdom of God to be established in the same way as the kingdoms of
the world. To promote righteousness they resorted to external measures.
They devised methods and plans. But Christ implants a principle. By
implanting truth and righteousness, He counterworks error and sin.—
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 77.

It was not merely to accomplish the redemption of man that Christ came
to the earth to suffer and to die. He came to “magnify the law” and to “make
it honorable.” Not alone that the inhabitants of this world might regard the
law as it should be regarded; but it was to demonstrate to all the worlds of
the universe that God’s law is unchangeable. Could its claims have been set
aside, then the Son of God need not have yielded up His life to atone for its
transgression. The death of Christ proves it immutable. And the sacrifice to
which infinite love impelled the Father and the Son, that sinners might be



redeemed, demonstrates to all the universe—what nothing less than this
plan of atonement could have sufficed to do—that justice and mercy are the
foundation of the law and government of God.—The Great Controversy, p.
503.

Satan is constantly at work, with intense energy and under a thousand
disguises, to misrepresent the character and government of God. With
extensive, well-organized plans and marvelous power, he is working to hold
the inhabitants of the world under his deceptions. God, the One infinite and
all-wise, sees the end from the beginning, and in dealing with evil His plans
were far-reaching and comprehensive. It was His purpose, not merely to put
down the rebellion, but to demonstrate to all the universe the nature of the
rebellion. God’s plan [unfolds], showing both His justice and His mercy,
and fully vindicating His wisdom and righteousness in His dealings with
evil. . . .

By the facts unfolded in the progress of the great controversy, God will
demonstrate the principles of His rules of government, which have been
falsified by Satan and by all whom he has deceived. His justice will finally
be acknowledged by the whole world.—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 78, 79.

Sunday, May 26: The Sanctuary
and the Law

In the Revelation, John says, “The temple of God was opened in heaven,
and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament.” Revelation 11:19.
John saw in vision the Lord’s people looking for His coming and searching
for truth. As the temple of God was opened unto His people, the light of the
law of God, which was in the ark, shone forth. Those who receive this light
are brought to view in the proclamation of the third angel’s message.—Ellen
G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4,
p. 1152.

As we prayed the Holy Ghost fell upon us. . . . Soon I was lost to earthly
things and was wrapped in a vision of God’s glory. I saw an angel flying



swiftly to me. He quickly carried me from the earth to the Holy City. In the
city I saw a temple, which I entered. I passed through a door before I came
to the first veil. This veil was raised, and I passed into the holy place. . . .

In the holiest I saw an ark; on the top and sides of it was purest gold. On
each end of the ark was a lovely cherub, with its wings spread out over it.
. . . In the ark was the golden pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and
the tables of stone which folded together like a book. Jesus opened them,
and I saw the ten commandments written on them with the finger of God.
On one table were four, and on the other six. The four on the first table
shone brighter than the other six. But the fourth, the Sabbath
commandment, shone above them all; for the Sabbath was set apart to be
kept in honor of God’s holy name. The holy Sabbath looked glorious—a halo
of glory was all around it.

I saw that the Sabbath commandment was not nailed to the cross. If it
was, the other nine commandments were; and we are at liberty to break
them all, as well as to break the fourth. I saw that God had not changed the
Sabbath, for He never changes. But the pope had changed it from the
seventh to the first day of the week; for he was to change times and laws.
—Early Writings, p. 32.

The seventh-day Sabbath is in no uncertainty. It is God’s memorial of His
work of creation. It is set up as a heaven-given memorial, to be observed as
a sign of obedience. God wrote the whole law with His finger on two tables
of stone. . . .

. . . [L]et not your faith fail. We are to stand fast by our colors, the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. All those who hold the
beginning of their confidence firm unto the end will keep the seventh-day
Sabbath, which comes to us as marked by the sun.—Selected Messages, book
3, p. 318.

Monday, May 27: The Immutability
of God’s Law

When men broke the law of God, and defied His will, Satan exulted. It



was proved, he declared, that the law could not be obeyed; man could not be
forgiven. Because he, after his rebellion, had been banished from heaven,
Satan claimed that the human race must be forever shut out from God’s
favor. God could not be just, he urged, and yet show mercy to the sinner.

But even as a sinner, man was in a different position from that of Satan.
Lucifer in heaven had sinned in the light of God’s glory. To him as to no
other created being was given a revelation of God’s love. Understanding the
character of God, knowing His goodness, Satan chose to follow his own
selfish, independent will. This choice was final. There was no more that God
could do to save him. But man was deceived; his mind was darkened by
Satan’s sophistry. The height and depth of the love of God he did not know.
For him there was hope in a knowledge of God’s love. By beholding His
character he might be drawn back to God.

Through Jesus, God’s mercy was manifested to men; but mercy does not
set aside justice. The law reveals the attributes of God’s character, and not a
jot or tittle of it could be changed to meet man in his fallen condition. God
did not change His law, but He sacrificed Himself, in Christ, for man’s
redemption.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 761, 762.

When the judgment shall sit, and the books shall be opened, and every
man shall be judged according to the things written in the books, then the
tables of stone, hidden by God until that day, will be presented before the
world as the standard of righteousness. Then men and women will see that
the prerequisite of their salvation is obedience to the perfect law of God.
None will find excuse for sin. By the righteous principles of that law, men
will receive their sentence of life or of death.—Ellen G. White Comments, in
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1109.

The law of God in the sanctuary in heaven is the great original, of which
the precepts inscribed upon the tables of stone and recorded by Moses in
the Pentateuch were an unerring transcript. Those who arrived at an
understanding of this important point were thus led to see the sacred,
unchanging character of the divine law. They saw, as never before, the force
of the Saviour’s words: “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law.” Matthew 5:18. The law of God, being a
revelation of His will, a transcript of His character, must forever endure, “as
a faithful witness in heaven.” Not one command has been annulled; not a jot
or tittle has been changed. Says the psalmist: “Forever, O Lord, Thy word is



settled in heaven.” “All His commandments are sure. They stand fast for
ever and ever.” Psalm 119:89; 111:7, 8.—The Great Controversy, p. 434.

Tuesday, May 28: The Sabbath and
the Law

Do not place your influence against God’s commandments. That law is
just as Jehovah wrote it in the temple of heaven. Man may trample upon its
copy here below, but the original is kept in the ark of God in heaven; and on
the cover of this ark, right above that law, is the mercy seat. Jesus stands
right there before that ark to mediate for man. . . .

Nothing written on those tables could be blotted out. The precious record
of the law was placed in the ark of the testament and is still there, safely
hidden from the human family. But in God’s appointed time He will bring
forth these tables of stone to be a testimony to all the world against the
disregard of His commandments and against the idolatrous worship of a
counterfeit Sabbath.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1109.

“The importance of the Sabbath as the memorial of creation is that it
keeps ever present the true reason why worship is due to God”—because He
is the Creator, and we are His creatures. “The Sabbath therefore lies at the
very foundation of divine worship, for it teaches this great truth in the most
impressive manner, and no other institution does this. The true ground of
divine worship, not of that on the seventh day merely, but of all worship, is
found in the distinction between the Creator and His creatures. This great
fact can never become obsolete, and must never be forgotten.”—J. N.
Andrews, History of the Sabbath, chapter 27. It was to keep this truth ever
before the minds of men, that God instituted the Sabbath in Eden; and so
long as the fact that He is our Creator continues to be a reason why we
should worship Him, so long the Sabbath will continue as its sign and
memorial.—The Great Controversy, pp. 437, 438.

[The Sabbath] points to Him [Christ] as both the Creator and the



Sanctifier. It declares that He who created all things in heaven and in earth,
and by whom all things hold together, is the head of the church, and that by
His power we are reconciled to God. For, speaking of Israel, He said, “I gave
them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between Me and them, that they might
know that I am the Lord that sanctify them,”—make them holy. Ezekiel
20:12. Then the Sabbath is a sign of Christ’s power to make us holy. And it
is given to all whom Christ makes holy. As a sign of His sanctifying power,
the Sabbath is given to all who through Christ become a part of the Israel of
God. . . .

To all who receive the Sabbath as a sign of Christ’s creative and
redeeming power, it will be a delight. Seeing Christ in it, they delight
themselves in Him. The Sabbath points them to the works of creation as an
evidence of His mighty power in redemption. While it calls to mind the lost
peace of Eden, it tells of peace restored through the Saviour.—The Desire of
Ages, pp. 288, 289.

Wednesday, May 29: The Mark of
the Beast

The great controversy between good and evil will increase in intensity to
the very close of time. In all ages the wrath of Satan has been manifested
against the church of Christ; and God has bestowed His grace and Spirit
upon His people to strengthen them to stand against the power of the evil
one. When the apostles of Christ were to bear His gospel to the world and
to record it for all future ages, they were especially endowed with the
enlightenment of the Spirit. But as the church approaches her final
deliverance, Satan is to work with greater power. He comes down “having
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” Revelation
12:12. He will work “with all power and signs and lying wonders.”
2 Thessalonians 2:9.

For six thousand years that mastermind that once was highest among the
angels of God has been wholly bent to the work of deception and ruin. And
all the depths of satanic skill and subtlety acquired, all the cruelty



developed, during these struggles of the ages, will be brought to bear
against God’s people in the final conflict. And in this time of peril the
followers of Christ are to bear to the world the warning of the Lord’s
second advent; and a people are to be prepared to stand before Him at His
coming, “without spot, and blameless.” 2 Peter 3:14. At this time the special
endowment of divine grace and power is not less needful to the church than
in apostolic days.—The Great Controversy, Introduction, p. ix.

The duty to worship God is based upon the fact that He is the Creator
and that to Him all other beings owe their existence. And wherever, in the
Bible, His claim to reverence and worship, above the gods of the heathen, is
presented, there is cited the evidence of His creative power. “All the gods of
the nations are idols: but the Lord made the heavens.” Psalm 96:5. “To
whom then will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up
your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things.”. . . [Say the
psalmist], “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the
Lord our Maker.” Psalm 100:3; 95:6.

And the holy beings who worship God in heaven state, as the reason
why their homage is due to Him: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory
and honor and power: for Thou hast created all things.” Revelation 4:11.
—The Great Controversy, p. 436.

Had the Sabbath been universally kept, man’s thoughts and affections
would have been led to the Creator as the object of reverence and worship,
and there would never have been an idolater, an atheist, or an infidel. The
keeping of the Sabbath is a sign of loyalty to the true God, “Him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” It follows that
the message which commands men to worship God and keep His
commandments will especially call upon them to keep the fourth
commandment.
—The Great Controversy, p. 437.

Thursday, May 30: The Three
Angels’ Messages



[The third] angel is seen flying in the midst of heaven, “saying with a
loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his
mark in his forehead or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb. . . . Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus.”

This is the people that are repairing the breach in the law of God. They
see that the Sabbath of the fourth commandment has been supplanted by a
spurious sabbath, a day that has no sanction in the Word of God. Amid
great opposition they become loyal to their God, and take their position
under the standard of the third angel.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1152.

If we would have the spirit and power of the third angel’s message, we
must present the law and the gospel together, for they go hand in hand. As
a power from beneath is stirring up the children of disobedience to make
void the law of God, and to trample upon the truth that Christ is our
righteousness, a power from above is moving upon the hearts of those who
are loyal, to exalt the law, and to lift up Jesus as a complete Saviour. Unless
divine power is brought into the experience of the people of God, false
theories and ideas will take minds captive, Christ and His righteousness will
be dropped out of the experience of many, and their faith will be without
power or life.

Ministers are to present Christ in His fulness both in the churches and in
new fields, that the hearers may have an intelligent faith. The people must
be instructed that Christ is unto them salvation and righteousness. . . .

The burden of our message is not only the commandments of God, but
the faith of Jesus. A bright light shines upon our pathway today, and it leads
to increased faith in Jesus. We must receive every ray of light, and walk in
it.—Gospel Workers, pp. 161, 162.

When the world makes void the law of God, what will be the effect upon
the truly obedient and righteous? Will they be carried away by the strong
current of evil? Because so many rank themselves under the banner of the
prince of darkness, will God’s commandment-keeping people swerve from



their allegiance? Never! Not one who is abiding in Christ will fail or fall. His
followers will bow in obedience to a higher authority than that of any
earthly potentate. While the contempt placed upon God’s commandments
leads many to suppress the truth and show less reverence for it, the faithful
ones will with greater earnestness hold aloft its distinguishing truths.
—Maranatha, p. 28.

Friday, May 31: For Further
Reading

The Faith I Live By, “The People Who Keep God’s Law,” p. 307;
Maranatha, “The Remnant and the Sealing,” p. 213.



Lesson 10
Spiritualism Exposed

Sabbath Afternoon, June 1
The belief in communion with the dead is still held, even in professedly

Christian lands. Under the name of spiritualism the practice of
communicating with beings claiming to be the spirits of the departed has
become widespread. It is calculated to take hold of the sympathies of those
who have laid their loved ones in the grave. Spiritual beings sometimes
appear to persons in the form of their deceased friends, and relate incidents
connected with their lives and perform acts which they performed while
living. In this way they lead men to believe that their dead friends are
angels, hovering over them and communicating with them. Those who thus
assume to be the spirits of the departed are regarded with a certain idolatry,
and with many their word has greater weight than the word of God.
—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 684.

It is an undeniable fact that the hope of immortal blessedness at death
has led to a widespread neglect of the Bible doctrine of the resurrection.
This tendency was remarked by Dr. Adam Clarke, who said: “The doctrine
of the resurrection appears to have been thought of much more
consequence among the primitive Christians than it is now! How is this?
The apostles were continually insisting on it, and exciting the followers of
God to diligence, obedience, and cheerfulness through it. And their
successors in the present day seldom mention it! So apostles preached, and
so primitive Christians believed; so we preach, and so our hearers
believe.”—Commentary, remarks on 1 Corinthians 15, paragraph 3 . . .

. . . [W]hen about to leave His disciples, Jesus did not tell them that they



would soon come to Him. “I go to prepare a place for you,” He said. “And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
Myself.” John 14:2, 3. And Paul . . . points his brethren to the future coming
of the Lord, when the fetters of the tomb shall be broken, and the “dead in
Christ” shall be raised to eternal life.—The Great Controversy, pp. 547, 548.

Christ claims all those as His who have believed in His name. The
vitalizing power of the Spirit of Christ dwelling in the mortal body binds
every believing soul to Jesus Christ. Those who believe in Jesus are sacred
to His heart; for their life is hid with Christ in God. The command will come
from the Life-giver, “Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is
as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead” (Isaiah 26:19).

The Life-giver will call up His purchased possession in the first
resurrection, and until that triumphant hour, when the last trump shall
sound and the vast army shall come forth to eternal victory, every sleeping
saint will be kept in safety and will be guarded as a precious jewel, who is
known to God by name. By the power of the Saviour that dwelt in them
while living and because they were partakers of the divine nature, they are
brought forth from the dead.—Selected Messages, book 2, p. 271.

Sunday, June 2: The Deadly
Consequences of Spiritualism

The mysterious rapping with which modern Spiritualism began was not
the result of human trickery or cunning, but the direct work of evil angels,
who thus introduced one of the most successful of soul-destroying
delusions. Many will be ensnared through the belief that Spiritualism is a
merely human imposture; when brought face to face with manifestations
which they can but regard as supernatural, they will be deceived, and will
be led to accept them as the great power of God.

These persons overlook the testimony of the Scriptures concerning the
wonders wrought by Satan and his agents. It was by Satanic aid that
Pharaoh’s magicians were enabled to counterfeit the work of God. The
apostle John, describing the miracle-working power that will be manifested



in the last days, declares: “He doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire
come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth
them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had
power to do.” Revelation 13:13, 14. No mere impostures are here brought to
view. Men are deceived by the miracles which Satan’s agents have power to
do, not which they pretend to do.—The Story of Redemption, pp. 394, 395.

Says the prophet Isaiah: “When they shall say unto you, Seek unto them
that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter:
should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? To the
law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:19, 20. If men had been willing to
receive the truth so plainly stated in the Scriptures, that the dead know not
anything, they would see in the claims and manifestations of Spiritualism
the working of Satan with power and signs and lying wonders.—The Story
of Redemption, p. 397.

[The saints] must understand the state of the dead; for the spirits of
devils will yet appear to them, professing to be beloved relatives or friends,
who will declare to them unscriptural doctrines. They will do all in their
power to excite sympathy and will work miracles before them to confirm
what they declare. The people of God must be prepared to withstand these
spirits with the Bible truth that the dead know not anything, and that they
who thus appear are the spirits of devils.

We must examine well the foundation of our hope; for we shall have to
give a reason for it from the Scriptures. This delusion will spread, and we
shall have to contend with it face to face; and unless we are prepared for it,
we shall be ensnared and overcome. But if we do what we can on our part
to be ready for the conflict that is just before us, God will do His part, and
His all-powerful arm will protect us. He would sooner send every angel out
of glory to make a hedge about faithful souls, than have them deceived and
led away by the lying wonders of Satan.—Early Writings, p. 262.

Monday, June 3: Death in the Old
Testament



Nowhere in the Sacred Scriptures is found the statement that the
righteous go to their reward or the wicked to their punishment at death.
The patriarchs and prophets have left no such assurance. Christ and His
apostles have given no hint of it. The Bible clearly teaches that the dead do
not go immediately to heaven. They are represented as sleeping until the
resurrection. 1 Thessalonians 4:14; Job 14:10-12. In the very day when the
silver cord is loosed and the golden bowl broken (Ecclesiastes 12:6), man’s
thoughts perish. They that go down to the grave are in silence. They know
no more of anything that is done under the sun. Job 14:21. Blessed rest for
the weary righteous! Time, be it long or short, is but a moment to them.
They sleep; they are awakened by the trump of God to a glorious
immortality. . . . As they are called forth from their deep slumber they begin
to think just where they ceased. The last sensation was the pang of death;
the last thought, that they were falling beneath the power of the grave.
When they arise from the tomb, their first glad thought will be echoed in
the triumphal shout: “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?”—The Great Controversy, p. 549.

Christ became one with humanity, that humanity might become one in
Spirit and life with Him. By virtue of this union in obedience to the Word of
God, His life becomes their life. He says to the penitent, “I am the
resurrection, and the life.” Death is looked upon by Christ as sleep—silence,
darkness, sleep. He speaks of it as if it were of little moment. “Whosoever
liveth and believeth in Me,” He says, “shall never die.” And to the believing
one, death is but a small matter. With him to die is but to sleep.

The same power that raised Christ from the dead will raise His church,
and glorify it with Christ, as His bride, above all principalities, above all
powers, above every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in
the heavenly courts, the world above. The victory of the sleeping saints will
be glorious on the morning of the resurrection.—My Life Today, p. 295.

The voice that cried from the cross, “It is finished,” was heard among the
dead. It pierced the walls of sepulchers, and summoned the sleepers to arise.
Thus will it be when the voice of Christ shall be heard from heaven. That
voice will penetrate the graves and unbar the tombs, and the dead in Christ
shall arise. At the Saviour’s resurrection a few graves were opened, but at
His second coming all the precious dead shall hear His voice, and shall come



forth to glorious, immortal life.—The Desire of Ages, p. 787.

Tuesday, June 4: Death in the New
Testament

As Paul’s epistle was opened and read, great joy and consolation was
brought to the church by the words revealing the true state of the dead.
Paul showed that those living when Christ should come would not go to
meet their Lord in advance of those who had fallen asleep in Jesus. The
voice of the Archangel and the trump of God would reach the sleeping ones,
and the dead in Christ should rise first, before the touch of immortality
should be given to the living. “Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and
so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with
these words.”

The hope and joy that this assurance brought to the young church at
Thessalonica can scarcely be appreciated by us. They believed and
cherished the letter sent to them by their father in the gospel, and their
hearts went out in love to him. He had told them these things before; but at
that time their minds were striving to grasp doctrines that seemed new and
strange, and it is not surprising that the force of some points had not been
vividly impressed on their minds. But they were hungering for truth, and
Paul’s epistle gave them new hope and strength, and a firmer faith in, and a
deeper affection for, the One who through His death had brought life and
immortality to light.—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 258, 259.

With convincing power the apostle [Paul] set forth the great truth of the
resurrection. “If there be no resurrection of the dead,” he argued, “then is
Christ not risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God;
because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ: whom He raised
not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not
Christ raised: and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in
your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in



this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that
slept.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 320.

“Even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him,” Paul
wrote. Many interpret this passage to mean that the sleeping ones will be
brought with Christ from heaven; but Paul meant that as Christ was raised
from the dead, so God will call the sleeping saints from their graves and
take them with Him to heaven. Precious consolation! glorious hope! not
only to the church of Thessalonica, but to all Christians wherever they may
be.—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 259.



Wednesday, June 5: Spiritualism in
the Last Days: Part 1

Modern spiritualism . . . is but a revival in a new form of the witchcraft
and demon worship that God condemned and prohibited of old. It is foretold
in the Scriptures, which declare that “in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”
1 Timothy 4:1. Paul, in his second letter to the Thessalonians, points to the
special working of Satan in spiritualism as an event to take place
immediately before the second advent of Christ. Speaking of Christ’s second
coming, he declares that it is “after the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9.

And Peter, describing the dangers to which the church was to be exposed
in the last days, says that as there were false prophets who led Israel into
sin, so there will be false teachers, “who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies . . .” 2 Peter 2:1. Here the apostle has pointed out one of the marked
characteristics of spiritualist teachers. They refuse to acknowledge Christ as
the Son of God. . . . Spiritualism, by denying Christ, denies both the Father
and the Son, and the Bible pronounces it the manifestation of antichrist.
—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 686.

To us, as to Peter, the word is spoken, “Satan hath desired to have you,
that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail
not.” Luke 22:31, 32. Thank God, we are not left alone. He who “so loved the
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16), will not desert
us in the battle with the adversary of God and man. “Behold,” He says, “I
give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” Luke 10:19.

Live in contact with the living Christ, and He will hold you firmly by a
hand that will never let go. Know and believe the love that God has to us,
and you are secure; that love is a fortress impregnable to all the delusions
and assaults of Satan. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the



righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” Proverbs 18:10.—Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, p. 119.

Those who oppose the teachings of Spiritualism are assailing, not men
alone, but Satan and his angels. They have entered upon a contest against
principalities and powers and wicked spirits in high places. Satan will not
yield one inch of ground except as he is driven back by the power of
heavenly messengers. The people of God should be able to meet him, as did
our Saviour, with the words, “It is written.” Satan can quote Scripture now
as in the days of Christ, and he will pervert its teachings to sustain his
delusions. But the plain statements of the Bible will furnish weapons
powerful in every conflict.—The Story of Redemption, p. 397.



Thursday, June 6: Spiritualism in
the Last Days: Part 2

Some poor souls who have been fascinated with the eloquent words of
the teachers of spiritualism, and have yielded to its influence, afterward find
out its deadly character, and would renounce and flee from it, but cannot.
Satan holds them by his power, and is not willing to let them go free. . . .
The only way for such poor souls to overcome Satan, is to discern between
pure Bible truth and fables. As they acknowledge the claims of truth, they
place themselves where they can be helped.

They should entreat those who have had a religious experience, and who
have faith in the promises of God, to plead with the mighty Deliverer in
their behalf. It will be a close conflict. Satan will reinforce his evil angels
who have controlled these persons; but if the saints of God with deep
humility fast and pray, their prayers will prevail. Jesus will commission holy
angels to resist Satan, and he will be driven back and his power broken from
off the afflicted ones.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 343.

The experience of the past will be repeated. In the future, Satan’s
superstitions will assume new forms. Errors will be presented in a pleasing
and flattering manner. False theories, clothed with garments of light, will be
presented to God’s people. Thus Satan will try to deceive, if possible, the
very elect. Most seducing influences will be exerted; minds will be
hypnotized. . . .

He will employ the power of mind over mind to carry out his designs.
The most sorrowful thought of all is that under his deceptive influence men
will have a form of godliness, without having a real connection with
God. . . .

I say to all: Be on your guard; for as an angel of light Satan is walking in
every assembly of Christian workers, and in every church, trying to win the
members to his side. I am bidden to give to the people of God the warning:
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked.” Galatians 6:7.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 8, pp. 293, 294.



Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ’s advent. The
Saviour has warned His people against deception upon this point, and has
clearly foretold the manner of His second coming. . . . “For as the lightning
cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.” Matthew 24:27. This coming there is no
possibility of counterfeiting. It will be universally known—witnessed by the
whole world. . . .

Are the people of God now so firmly established upon His word that
they would not yield to the evidence of their senses? Would they, in such a
crisis, cling to the Bible and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevent
them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He will so arrange
affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle them with earthly treasures, cause
them to carry a heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts may be
overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come upon
them as a thief.—The Great Controversy, p. 625.

Friday, June 7: For Further
Reading

This Day With God, “Beware the Occult,” p. 247;
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, “Not Judging, But Doing,” pp. 139,

140.



Lesson 11
The Impending Conflict

Sabbath Afternoon, June 8
Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.

Psalm 119:127.
In these days of peril shall we show less devotion to the truth of God,

and less fervent attachment to His law, than in former years? . . . Now is the
time for Christ’s chosen to show their devotion to His service,—the time for
all His followers to bear the noblest testimony for their Master by standing
firm against the prevailing current of evil. . . .

When the divine law is set aside, the greatest misery will result, both to
families and to society. Our only hope of better things is to be found in a
faithful adherence to the precepts of Jehovah. . . . [T]he surest way to
undermine the foundation of order and government, is to set at naught the
law of God.—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 54.

Since his fall from Heaven, it has been Satan’s only joy and constant
employment to thwart the plan of God by preventing the salvation of
perishing men. He has carried on this work with marked success, and will
continue it until Christ shall bring his career to an end. He has tried to
induce men to aid him in treading the honor of God into the dust, and many
have become co-laborers with him, and have encouraged his rebellion.
Those who do this, who glory in their skepticism, and lead others to despise
the law of Jehovah, place themselves in the ranks of the enemies of Christ,
and use their influence to destroy rather than to save souls. They second
Satan in his efforts to undermine the law of God by assuring the sinner that
he will be saved while transgressing that law. They serve Satan, and will



share his terrible fate.—The Signs of the Times, April 3, 1884, par. 8.

It is the Christian’s duty not to permit surroundings and circumstances
to mold him; but to live above surroundings, fashioning his character
according to the divine Model. He is to be faithful in whatever place he is
found. He is to do his duty with fidelity, improving the opportunities given
him of God, making the most of his capabilities. With an eye single to the
glory of God, he is to work for Jesus wherever he may be. We are to
surrender the will, the heart, to God, and become acquainted with Christ.
We must deny self, take up the cross, and follow Jesus. Not one of us can
reach heaven, save by the narrow, cross-bearing way. But how many wear
the cross as an ornament on the person, but fail to bear the cross in
practical, everyday life. . . .

The thing essential for successful work is a knowledge of Christ; for this
knowledge will give sound principles of right, impart a noble, unselfish
spirit, like that of our Saviour whom we profess to serve. Faithfulness,
economy, care-taking, thoroughness, should characterize all our work,
wherever we may be, whether in the kitchen, in the workshop, or wherever
we may be stationed in the vineyard of the Lord.—Lift Him Up, p. 245.

Sunday, June 9: Revelation’s Final
Conflict

Says the psalmist: “Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath
made us, and not we ourselves.” “O come, let us worship and bow down: let
us kneel before the Lord our maker” (Psalm 100:3; 95:6). And the holy
beings who worship God in heaven state, as the reason why their homage is
due to Him: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all things” (Revelation 4:11).

In Revelation 14, men are called upon to worship the Creator; and the
prophecy brings to view a class that, as the result of the threefold message,
are keeping the commandments of God. One of these commandments
points directly to God as the Creator. The fourth precept declares: “The
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: . . . for in six days the Lord



made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it”
(Exodus 20:10, 11). Concerning the Sabbath, the Lord says, further, that it is
“a sign, . . . that ye may know that I am the Lord your God” (Ezekiel
20:20). . . .

So long as the fact that He is our Creator continues to be a reason why
we should worship Him, so long the Sabbath will continue as its sign and
memorial.—Lift Him Up, p. 51.

There are only two parties upon this earth—those who stand under the
bloodstained banner of Jesus Christ and those who stand under the black
banner of rebellion. In the twelfth chapter of Revelation is represented the
great conflict between the obedient and the disobedient. . . .

. . . Satanic agencies have made the earth a stage for horrors, which no
language can describe. War and bloodshed are carried on by nations
claiming to be Christian. A disregard for the law of God has brought its sure
result.

The great conflict now being waged is not merely a strife of man against
man. On one side stands the Prince of life, acting as man’s substitute and
surety; on the other, the prince of darkness, with the fallen angels under his
command.—Ellen G. White Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 974.

The work of conquering evil is to be done through faith. Those who go
into the battlefield will find that they must put on the whole armor of God.
The shield of faith will be their defense and will enable them to be more
than conquerors. Nothing else will avail but this—faith in the Lord of hosts,
and obedience to His orders. . . . Living faith alone will make them
invincible and enable them to stand in the evil day, steadfast, unmovable,
holding the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end.—Counsels to
Parents, Teachers, and Students, p. 182.

Monday, June 10: The Coming
Crisis



They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. John 16:2.

Every individual in our world will be arrayed under one of two banners.
The two armies will stand distinct and separate, and this distinction will

be so marked that many who shall be convinced of truth will come on the
side of God’s commandment-keeping people. When this grand work is to
take place in the battle, prior to the last closing conflict, many will be
imprisoned, many will flee for their lives from cities and towns, and many
will be martyrs for Christ’s sake in standing in defense of the truth.

By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation of the
law of God, our nation [the United States] will disconnect herself fully from
righteousness.—Maranatha, p. 199.

As we approach the perils of the last days, the temptations of the enemy
become stronger and more determined. Satan has come down in great
power, knowing that his time is short; and he is working “with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish.” The warning comes
to us through God’s Word, that, if it were possible, he would deceive the
very elect.

Wonderful events are soon to open before the world. The end of all
things is at hand. The time of trouble is about to come upon the people of
God. Then it is that the decree will go forth forbidding those who keep the
Sabbath of the Lord to buy or sell, and threatening them with punishment,
and even death, if they do not observe the first day of the week as the
Sabbath. . . .

Could our eyes be opened, as were those of the servant of Elisha at
Dothan, we should see evil angels all around us, urging their presence upon
us, and watching for an opportunity to tempt and overthrow us; we should
also see holy angels guarding us, and with their light and power pressing
back the evil angels.—Historical Sketches, pp. 155, 156.

In the last great conflict of the controversy with Satan those who are
loyal to God will see every earthly support cut off. Because they refuse to
break His law in obedience to earthly powers, they will be forbidden to buy
or sell. It will finally be decreed that they shall be put to death. See
Revelation 13:11-17. But to the obedient is given the promise, “He shall
dwell on high: his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks: bread



shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.” Isaiah 33:16. By this promise
the children of God will live. When the earth shall be wasted with famine,
they shall be fed. “They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the
days of famine they shall be satisfied.” Psalm 37:19.—The Desire of Ages, p.
121.



Tuesday, June 11: Identifying the
Beast: Part 1

The line of prophecy [which] begins with Revelation 12, [reveals] the
dragon that sought to destroy Christ at His birth. The dragon is said to be
Satan (Revelation 12:9); he it was that moved upon Herod to put the Saviour
to death. But the chief agent of Satan in making war upon Christ and His
people during the first centuries of the Christian Era was the Roman
Empire, in which paganism was the prevailing religion. Thus while the
dragon, primarily, represents Satan, it is, in a secondary sense, a symbol of
pagan Rome.—The Great Controversy, p. 438.

By this first beast is represented the Roman Church, an ecclesiastical
body clothed with civil power, having authority to punish all dissenters.
The image to the beast represents another religious body clothed with
similar powers. The formation of this image is the work of that beast whose
peaceful rise and mild professions render it so striking a symbol of the
United States. Here is to be found an image of the Papacy. When the
churches of our land, uniting upon such points of faith as are held by them
in common, shall influence the State to enforce their decrees and sustain
their institutions, then will Protestant America have formed an image of the
Roman hierarchy. Then the true church will be assailed by persecution, as
were God’s ancient people.—The Story of Redemption, p. 381.

God’s word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be
unheeded, and the Protestant world will learn what the purposes of Rome
really are, only when it is too late to escape the snare. She is silently
growing into power. Her doctrines are exerting their influence in legislative
halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her lofty
and massive structures in the secret recesses of which her former
persecutions will be repeated. Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is
strengthening her forces to further her own ends when the time shall come
for her to strike. All that she desires is vantage ground, and this is already



being given her. We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the
Roman element is. Whoever shall believe and obey the word of God will
thereby incur reproach and persecution.—The Great Controversy, p. 581.

Let none deceive themselves. The papacy that Protestants are now so
ready to honor is the same that ruled the world in the days of the
Reformation, when men of God stood up, at the peril of their lives, to
expose her iniquity. She possesses the same pride and arrogant assumption
that lorded it over kings and princes, and claimed the prerogatives of God.
Her spirit is no less cruel and despotic now than when she crushed out
human liberty and slew the saints of the Most High. . . .

It is a part of her policy to assume the character which will best
accomplish her purpose; but beneath the variable appearance of the
chameleon she conceals the invariable venom of the serpent.
—The Great Controversy, p. 571.



Wednesday, June 12: Identifying
the Beast: Part 2

The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of Christ
in his day. “That day shall not come,” he says, “except there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3. Not till
after the great apostasy, and the long period of the reign of the “man of sin,”
can we look for the advent of our Lord. The “man of sin,” which is also
styled “the mystery of iniquity,” “the son of perdition,” and “that wicked,”
represents the papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to maintain its
supremacy for 1260 years. This period ended in 1798. The coming of Christ
could not take place before that time. Paul covers with his caution the
whole of the Christian dispensation down to the year 1798. It is this side of
that time that the message of Christ’s second coming is to be proclaimed.
—The Great Controversy, p. 356.

Satan as a powerful general has taken the field, and in this last remnant
of time he is working through all conceivable methods to close the door
against light that God would have come to his people. He is sweeping the
whole world into his ranks, and the few who are faithful to God’s
requirements are the only ones who can ever withstand him, and even these
he is trying to overcome.

Go to God for yourselves; pray for divine enlightenment, that you may
know that you do know what is truth, that when the wonderful miracle-
working power shall be displayed, and the enemy shall come as an angel of
light, you may distinguish between the genuine work of God and the
imitative work or the powers of darkness.

A world is to be warned, and when the third angel’s message goes forth
with a loud cry, minds will be fully prepared to make decisions for or
against the truth.—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 389.

The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord there will exist a
state of religious declension similar to that in the first centuries. “In the last



days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5. . . . Satan will work “with all
power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness.” And all that “received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved,” will be left to accept “strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. When this state of ungodliness shall
be reached, the same results will follow as in the first centuries.—The Great
Controversy, p. 444.

Thursday, June 13: The Beast from
the Earth

As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies relating to
the last days especially demand our study. The last book of the New
Testament Scriptures is full of truth that we need to understand. Satan has
blinded the minds of many so that they have been glad of any excuse for not
making the Revelation their study. But Christ through His servant John has
here declared what shall be in the last days; and He says, “Blessed is he that
readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein.”. . .

The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to warn
the people of the danger they are in. Let not the solemn scenes which
prophecy has revealed be left untouched. If our people were half awake, if
they realized the nearness of the events portrayed in the Revelation, a
reformation would be wrought in our churches, and many more would
believe the message. We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to watch
for souls as they that must give an account. . . . Let Daniel speak, let the
Revelation speak, and tell what is truth. But whatever phase of the subject is
presented, uplift Jesus as the center of all hope, “the Root and the Offspring



of David, and the bright and morning Star.”—Testimonies to Ministers and
Gospel Workers, pp. 116, 118.

In order for the United States to form an image of the beast, the religious
power must so control the civil government that the authority of the state
will also be employed by the church to accomplish her own ends.

The “image to the beast” represents that form of apostate Protestantism
which will be developed when the Protestant churches shall seek the aid of
the civil power for the enforcement of their dogmas. . . .

Although church and state will unite their power to compel “all, both
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond” (Revelation 13:16), to receive
“the mark of the beast,” yet the people of God will not receive it. The
prophet of Patmos beholds “them that had gotten the victory over the beast,
and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name,
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God” and singing the song of
Moses and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2, 3.—Maranatha, p. 169.

Heretofore those who presented the truths of the third angel’s message
have often been regarded as mere alarmists. Their predictions that religious
intolerance would gain control in the United States, that church and state
would unite to persecute those who keep the commandments of God, have
been pronounced groundless and absurd. It has been confidently declared
that this land could never become other than what it has been—the defender
of religious freedom. But as the question of enforcing Sunday observance is
widely agitated, the event so long doubted and disbelieved is seen to be
approaching, and the third message will produce an effect which it could
not have had before.—The Great Controversy, p. 605.

Friday, June 14: For Further
Reading

From Heaven With Love, “Satan Remains a Defeated Foe,” pp. 79, 80;
Maranatha, “Wisdom Needed by Sabbathkeepers,” p. 177.



Lesson 12
Earth’s Closing Events

Sabbath Afternoon, June 15
Truth refines the taste and sanctifies the judgment. It elevates and

ennobles, and is silently and constantly doing its leavening work till the
whole being is cleansed and made a vessel unto honor, under the operation
of the Holy Spirit, to make the receiver of truth fit for the society of pure
and sinless angels. . . .

Truth as it is in Jesus is not cold and lifeless and formal. Truth is full of
warmth, of evidence from the presence of Jesus.

We have a message to bear to the world. It involves a cross. The truths
are unpleasant because they require self-denial and self-sacrifice. Then how
essential that those who bear the truth, as they speak the truth faithfully,
shall by every word and act show that the love of Christ moves them. Truth
is always lovely, and those who live the truth as it is in Jesus should study
how to present the truth so that its loveliness may appear.—Our High
Calling, p. 34.

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In
My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also.” John 14:1-3.

Long have we waited for our Saviour’s return. But nonetheless sure is
the promise. Soon we shall be in our promised home. There Jesus will lead
us beside the living stream flowing from the throne of God and will explain
to us the dark providences through which on this earth He brought us in



order to perfect our characters. There we shall behold with undimmed
vision the beauties of Eden restored. Casting at the feet of the Redeemer the
crowns that He has placed on our heads, and touching our golden harps, we
shall fill all heaven with praise to Him that sitteth on the throne.
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 254.

The world is ripening for its destruction. God can bear with sinners but a
little longer. They must drink the dregs of the cup of His wrath unmixed
with mercy. Those who will be heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ to
the immortal inheritance, will be peculiar [distinct]. Yes, so peculiar
[distinct] that God places a mark upon them as His, wholly His. Think ye
that God will receive, honor, and acknowledge a people so mixed up with
the world that they differ from them only in name? Read again Titus 2:13-
15. It is soon to be known who is on the Lord’s side, who will not be
ashamed of Jesus. Those who have not moral courage to conscientiously
take their position in the face of unbelievers, leave the fashions of the
world, and imitate the self-denying life of Christ, are ashamed of Him, and
do not love His example.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 287.

Sunday, June 16: Loyalty to God
and His Word

The soul that cherishes the love of Christ is full of freedom, light, and
joy. In such a soul there are no divided thoughts. The whole man yearns
after God. He does not go to men to know his duty, but to Christ, the source
of all wisdom. He searches the Word of God, that he may find out what
standard he must reach.

Can we ever find a surer guide than Jesus? True religion consists in
being under the guidance of the Holy One in thought, word, and deed. He,
who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, takes the humble, earnest,
wholehearted seeker, and says, Follow Me. He leads him in the narrow way
to holiness and heaven. Christ has opened this path for us at great cost to
Himself, and we are not left to stumble our way along in the darkness. Jesus
is at our right hand, proclaiming, I am the way; and all who decide to follow



the Lord will be led in the royal path cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to
walk in.—Reflecting Christ, p. 114.

The Psalmist says: “The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it giveth
understanding to the simple.” . . .

The Bible is the most instructive and comprehensive history that has
ever been given to the world. Its sacred pages contain the only authentic
account of the creation. Here we behold the power that “stretched forth the
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth.” Here we have a truthful
history of the human race, one that is unmarred by human prejudice or
human pride.

In the word of God we find subject for the deepest thought; its truths
arouse to the loftiest aspiration. Here we hold communion with patriarchs
and prophets, and listen to the voice of the Eternal as He speaks with men.
Here we behold what the angels contemplate with wonder,—the Son of God,
as He humbled Himself to become our substitute and surety, to cope single-
handed with the powers of darkness, and to gain the victory in our behalf.
—Fundamentals of Christian Education, pp. 84, 85.

It is not enough for us to believe that Jesus is not an impostor, and that
the religion of the Bible is no cunningly devised fable. We may believe that
the name of Jesus is the only name under heaven whereby man may be
saved, and yet we may not through faith make Him our personal Saviour. It
is not enough to believe the theory of truth. It is not enough to make a
profession of faith in Christ and have our names registered on the church
roll. “He that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him.
And hereby we know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath
given us.” “Hereby we do know that we know Him if we keep His
commandments.” 1 John 3:24; 1 John 2:3. This is the genuine evidence of
conversion. Whatever our profession, it amounts to nothing unless Christ is
revealed in works of righteousness.—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 312.

Monday, June 17: Sealed for
Heaven



The Sabbath is not introduced as a new institution but as having been
founded at creation. It is to be remembered and observed as the memorial of
the Creator’s work. Pointing to God as the Maker of the heavens and the
earth, it distinguishes the true God from all false gods. All who keep the
seventh day signify by this act that they are worshipers of Jehovah. Thus
the Sabbath is the sign of man’s allegiance to God as long as there are any
upon the earth to serve Him. The fourth commandment is the only one of
all the ten in which are found both the name and the title of the Lawgiver. It
is the only one that shows by whose authority the law is given. Thus it
contains the seal of God, affixed to His law as evidence of its authenticity
and binding force.—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 307.

The angel with the writer’s ink horn is to place a mark upon the
foreheads of all who are separated from sin and sinners. . . .

(Revelation 7:2.) . . . Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their
foreheads—it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the
truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved—just as
soon as God’s people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come.
Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the land,
to give us warning, that we may know what is coming.—Ellen G. White
Comments, in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1161.

I entreat you to move with an eye single to the glory of God. Let His
power be your dependence, His grace your strength. By study of the
Scriptures and earnest prayer seek to obtain clear conceptions of your duty,
and then faithfully perform it. It is essential that you cultivate faithfulness
in little things, and in so doing you will acquire habits of integrity in greater
responsibilities. The little incidents of everyday life often pass without our
notice, but it is these things that shape the character. Every event of life is
great for good or for evil. The mind needs to be trained by daily tests, that it
may acquire power to stand in any difficult position. In the days of trial and
of peril you will need to be fortified to stand firmly for the right,
independent of every opposing influence.

God is willing to do much for you, if you will only feel your need of Him.
Jesus loves you. Ever seek to walk in the light of God’s wisdom, and
through all the changing scenes of life do not rest unless you know that
your will is in harmony with the will of your Creator. Through faith in Him



you may obtain strength to resist every temptation of Satan and thus
increase in moral power with every test from God.—Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 4, p. 561.

Tuesday, June 18: Whom Do We
Worship?

In the counsels of the synagogue of Satan it was determined to obliterate
the sign of allegiance to God in the world. Antichrist, the man of sin,
exalted himself as supreme in the earth, and through him Satan has worked
in a masterly way to create rebellion against the law of God and against the
memorial of his created works. Is this not sin and iniquity? What greater
contempt could be cast upon the Lord God, the Creator of the heavens and
the earth, than is cast upon him by ignoring the Sabbath, which he
instituted, sanctified, and blessed, that it might ever be a memorial of his
power as Creator? How dare men change and profane the day which God
has sanctified? How dare the Christian world accept the spurious sabbath,
the child of the Papacy? The Christian world has nourished and cherished
the spurious sabbath, as though it had a divine origin, when the fact is that
it originated with the father of lies, and was introduced to the world by his
human agent, the man of sin. The false sabbath has been upheld through
superhuman agency in order that God might be dishonored. It is a sign of
Satan’s supremacy in the earth, for men are worshiping the God of this
world.—The Signs of the Times, March 12, 1894, par. 3.

When [the] time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there is no
longer probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. The seal of the living
God is upon His people. This small remnant, unable to defend themselves in
the deadly conflict with the powers of earth that are marshaled by the
dragon host, make God their defense. The decree has been passed by the
highest earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive his
mark under pain of persecution and death. . . .

Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in God’s power to save do not
come in a moment. These heavenly graces are acquired by the experience of



years. By a life of holy endeavor and firm adherence to the right the
children of God were sealing their destiny. Beset with temptations without
number, they knew they must resist firmly or be conquered. They felt that
they had a great work to do, and at any hour they might be called to lay off
their armor; and should they come to the close of life with their work
undone, it would be an eternal loss. They eagerly accepted the light from
heaven, as did the first disciples from the lips of Jesus.

When those early Christians were exiled to mountains and deserts, when
left in dungeons to die with hunger, cold, and torture, when martyrdom
seemed the only way out of their distress, they rejoiced that they were
counted worthy to suffer for Christ, who was crucified for them. Their
worthy example will be a comfort and encouragement to the people of God
who will be brought into the time of trouble such as never was.
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp. 212, 213.

Wednesday, June 19: The Early and
Latter Rain

Just before His ascension, He gave to His disciples the commission. “Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world.”

Thus was given to the disciples a most precious trust. They were to be
the executors of the will in which Christ has bequeathed to the world the
treasure of eternal life. They realized the responsibility of their work. They
knew that they held in their hands the bread of life for a famishing world,
and they went everywhere preaching the word. The love of Christ
constrained them, and they could not forbear breaking the bread of life to
all who were in need.—The Review and Herald, January 7, 1902.

The apostles spoke by the power of the Holy Ghost; and their words
could not be controverted, for they were confirmed by mighty miracles,
wrought by them through the outpouring of the Spirit of God. The disciples



were themselves astonished at the results of this visitation, and the quick
and abundant harvest of souls. . . .

The arguments of the apostles alone, although clear and convincing,
would not have removed the prejudice of the Jews which had withstood so
much evidence. But the Holy Ghost sent those arguments home with divine
power to their hearts.—The Story of Redemption, p. 245.

We should pray as earnestly for the descent of the Holy Spirit as the
disciples prayed on the Day of Pentecost. If they needed it at that time, we
need it more today.

The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the church is looked forward to as in
the future, but it is the privilege of the church to have it now. Seek for it,
pray for it, believe for it. We must have it, and Heaven is waiting to bestow
it.

The measure of the Holy Spirit we receive will be proportioned to the
measure of our desire and the faith exercised for it, and the use we shall
make of the light and knowledge that shall be given to us.

We are not willing enough to trouble the Lord with our petitions, and to
ask Him for the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Lord wants us to trouble Him in
this matter. He wants us to press our petitions to the throne.—Last Day
Events, p. 188.

We need not worry about the latter rain. All we have to do is to keep the
vessel clean and right side up and prepared for the reception of the
heavenly rain, and keep praying, “Let the latter rain come into my vessel.
Let the light of the glorious angel which unites with the third angel shine
upon me; give me a part in the work; let me sound the proclamation; let me
be a colaborer with Jesus Christ.” Thus seeking God, let me tell you, He is
fitting you up all the time, giving you His grace.—The Upward Look, p. 283.

Thursday, June 20: The Loud Cry
Christ is saying, “Why stand ye here all the day idle?” and He adds, “Go

ye also into the vineyard.” Matthew 20:6, 7. Why is it that many more do
not respond to the call? Is it because they think themselves excused in that



they do not stand in the pulpit? Let them understand that there is a large
work to be done outside the pulpit by thousands of consecrated lay
members.

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the
whole church so that everyone shall be working for Him according to his
ability. When the members of the church of God do their appointed work in
the needy fields at home and abroad, in fulfillment of the gospel
commission, the whole world will soon be warned and the Lord Jesus will
return to this earth with power and great glory. “This gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come.” Matthew 24:14.—The Acts of the Apostles, pp.
110, 111.

As the rays of the sun penetrate to the remotest corners of the globe, so
God designs that the light of the gospel shall extend to every soul upon the
earth. At this time, when the enemy is working as never before to engross
the minds of men and women, we should be laboring with increasing
activity. Diligently, disinterestedly, we are to proclaim the last message of
mercy in the cities—in the highways and byways. All classes are to be
reached. As we labor we shall meet with different nationalities. None are to
be passed by unwarned. The Lord Jesus was the gift of God to the entire
world—not to the higher classes alone, and not to one nationality, to the
exclusion of others. His saving grace encircles the world. Whosoever will,
may drink of the water of life. A world is waiting to hear the message of
present truth.—In Heavenly Places, p. 340.

As the third angel’s message swells into a loud cry, great power and
glory will attend its proclamation. The faces of God’s people will shine with
the light of heaven.

The Lord will fit men and women—yes, and children, as He did Samuel—
for His work, making them His messengers. He who never slumbers or
sleeps watches over each worker, choosing his sphere of labor. All heaven is
watching the warfare which, under apparently discouraging circumstances,
God’s servants are carrying on. New conquests are being achieved, new
honors won, as the Lord’s servants, rallying round the banner of their
Redeemer, go forth to fight the good fight of faith. All the heavenly angels
are at the service of the humble, believing people of God; and as the Lord’s



army of workers here below sing their songs of praise, the choir above join
with them in thanksgiving, ascribing praise to God and to His Son.
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p. 17.

Friday, June 21: For Further
Reading

Sons and Daughters of God, “We Are Presented to the Father,” p. 369;
Maranatha, “Confusion of Many Voices,” p. 189.



Lesson 13
The Triumph of God’s Love

Sabbath Afternoon, June 22
Christ assured His disciples that He went to prepare mansions for them.

Those who accept the teachings of God’s Word will not be wholly ignorant
concerning the heavenly abode. And yet the apostle Paul declares, “Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9.
Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. It
will be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind can comprehend
the glory of the Paradise of God.

In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called a country. (Hebrews
11:14-16.) There the great Shepherd leads His flock to fountains of living
waters. The tree of life yields its fruit every month, and the leaves of the
tree are for the service of the nations. There are ever-flowing streams, clear
as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the paths
prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There the wide-spreading plains
swell into hills of beauty, and the mountains of God rear their lofty
summits. On those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God’s
people, so long pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home.—The Story of
Redemption, pp. 430, 431.

Let us consider most earnestly the blessed hereafter. Let our faith pierce
through every cloud of darkness and behold him who died for the sins of
the world. He has opened the gates of Paradise to all who receive and
believe on Him. Let the afflictions which pain us so grievously become
instructive lessons, teaching us to press forward toward the mark of the



prize of our high calling in Christ. Let us be encouraged by the thought that
the Lord is soon to come. Let this hope gladden our hearts.

We are homeward bound. He who loved us so much as to die for us hath
builded for us a city. The New Jerusalem is our place of rest. There will be
no sadness in the city of God. No wail of sorrow, no dirge of crushed hopes
and buried affections, will evermore be heard. Soon the garments of
heaviness will be changed for the wedding garment. Soon we shall witness
the coronation of our King. Those whose lives have been hidden with
Christ, those who on this earth have fought the good fight of faith, will
shine forth with the Redeemer’s glory in the kingdom of God.—The Faith I
Live By, p. 362.

Living faith in the merits of a crucified Redeemer will carry them [God’s
children] through the fiery furnace of affliction and trial. The form of the
Fourth will be with them in the fierce heat of the furnace, which will not
leave even the smell of fire upon their garments. . . . [B]ecome Bible
students and . . . have firm religious principles that will stand the test of the
perils sure to be experienced by all who live upon the earth during the last
days in the closing history of the world.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4,
p. 212.

Sunday, June 23: Hope in the Time
of Trouble

As we approach the perils of the last days, the temptations of the enemy
become stronger and more determined. Satan has come down in great
power, knowing that his time is short; and he is working “with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish” (2 Thessalonians
2:10). . . .

The end of all things is at hand. The time of trouble is about to come
upon the people of God. Then it is that the decree will go forth forbidding
those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord to buy or sell, and threatening them
with punishment, and even death, if they do not observe the first day of the
week as the Sabbath. . . .



In the time of trouble Satan stirs up the wicked, and they encircle the
people of God to destroy them. But he does not know that “pardon” has
been written opposite their names in the books of heaven.
—In Heavenly Places, p. 344.

The period of probation is the time granted to all to prepare for the day
of God. If any neglect the preparation, and heed not the faithful warnings
given, they will be without excuse. Jacob’s earnest, persevering wrestling
with the angel should be an example for Christians. Jacob prevailed, because
he was persevering and determined. All who desire the blessing of God, as
did Jacob, and will lay hold of the promises, as he did, and be as earnest and
persevering as he was, will succeed, as he succeeded. Why there is so little
exercise of true faith, and so little of the weight of truth resting upon many
professed believers is because they are indolent, in spiritual things. They are
unwilling to make exertions, to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray
long and earnestly for the blessing, and therefore they do not obtain it. That
faith which will live through the time of trouble must be in daily exercise
now. Those who do not make strong efforts now to exercise persevering
faith will be wholly unprepared to exercise that faith which will enable
them to stand in the day of trouble.—Spiritual Gifts, vol. 3, p. 135.

True faith lays hold of and claims the promised blessing before it is
realized and felt. We must send up our petitions in faith within the second
veil and let our faith take hold of the promised blessing and claim it as ours.
. . . “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. Here is faith, naked faith, to
believe that we receive the blessing, even before we realize it. . . . When
thick clouds of darkness seem to hover over the mind, then is the time to let
living faith pierce the darkness and scatter the clouds. True faith rests on
the promises contained in the Word of God, and those only who obey that
Word can claim its glorious promises.—Early Writings, p. 72.

Monday, June 24: Hope in Jesus’
Soon Return



The coming of the Lord has been in all ages the hope of His true
followers. The Saviour’s parting promise upon Olivet, that He would come
again, lighted up the future for His disciples, filling their hearts with joy and
hope that sorrow could not quench nor trials dim. Amid suffering and
persecution, the “appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”
was the “blessed hope.”. . . [Paul points] to the resurrection, to take place at
the Saviour’s advent. Then the dead in Christ should rise, and together with
the living be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. “And so,” he said, “shall
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these
words.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.—The Great Controversy, p. 302.

When Christ shall come in His glory and the glory of His Father, with all
the heavenly angels surrounding Him, escorting Him on His way with
voices of triumph, while strains of the most enchanting music fall upon the
ear, all will then be interested. . . .

Then kings and nobles, the mighty man, and the poor man, and the mean
man, alike, cry there most bitterly. They who in the days of their prosperity
despised Christ and the humble ones who followed in His footsteps, men
who would not humble their dignity to bow to Christ, who hated His
despised cross, are now prostrate in the mire of the earth. . . .

They then realize with terrible bitterness that they are eating the fruit of
their own way, and are filled with their own devices. In their supposed
wisdom they turned away from the high, eternal reward, rejected the
heavenly inducement, for earthly gain. The glitter and tinsel of earth
fascinated them, and in their supposed wisdom they became fools. They
exulted in their worldly prosperity as though their worldly advantages were
so great that they could through them be recommended to God, and thus
secure heaven.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 41.

No language can describe the glory of the scene [the Second Coming].
The living cloud of majesty and unsurpassed glory came still nearer, and we
could clearly behold the lovely person of Jesus. He did not wear a crown of
thorns, but a crown of glory rested upon His holy brow. Upon His vesture
and thigh was a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords. . . . The
earth trembled before Him, the heavens departed as a scroll when it is rolled
together, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. . . .

Those who a short time before would have destroyed God’s faithful



children from the earth, now witnessed the glory of God which rested upon
them. And amid all their terror they heard the voices of the saints in joyful
strains, saying, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will
save us.” Isaiah 25:9.—The Story of Redemption, pp. 411, 412.

Tuesday, June 25: The Millennium
on Earth

[During the millennium the] earth looked like a desolate wilderness.
Cities and villages, shaken down by the earthquake, lay in heaps. Mountains
had been moved out of their places, leaving large caverns. Ragged rocks,
thrown out by the sea, or torn out of the earth itself, were scattered all over
its surface. Large trees had been uprooted and were strewn over the land.
Here is to be the home of Satan with his evil angels for a thousand years.
Here he will be confined, to wander up and down over the broken surface of
the earth and see the effects of his rebellion against God’s law.

For a thousand years he can enjoy the fruit of the curse which he has
caused. Limited alone to the earth, he will not have the privilege of ranging
to other planets, to tempt and annoy those who have not fallen. During this
time, Satan suffers extremely. Since his fall his evil traits have been in
constant exercise. But he is then to be deprived of his power, and left to
reflect upon the part which he has acted since his fall, and to look forward
with trembling and terror to the dreadful future, when he must suffer for all
the evil that he has done and be punished for all the sins that he has caused
to be committed.—Early Writings, p. 290.

The rest of the earth will not be cleansed until the end of the one
thousand years, when the wicked dead are raised, and gather up around the
city. The feet of the wicked will never desecrate the earth made new. Fire
will come down from God out of heaven and devour them—burn them up
root and branch. Satan is the root, and his children are the branches. The
same fire that will devour the wicked will purify the earth.—Early Writings,
p. 51.



In the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is finished,” the death knell of Satan was
rung. The great controversy which had been so long in progress was then
decided, and the final eradication of evil was made certain. . . .

The whole universe will have become witnesses to the nature and results
of sin. And its utter extermination, which in the beginning would have
brought fear to angels and dishonor to God, will now vindicate His love and
establish His honor before the universe of beings who delight to do His will,
and in whose heart is His law. Never will evil again be manifest. Says the
word of God: “Affliction shall not rise up the second time.” Nahum 1:9. The
law of God, which Satan has reproached as the yoke of bondage, will be
honored as the law of liberty. A tested and proved creation will never again
be turned from allegiance to Him whose character has been fully manifested
before them as fathomless love and infinite wisdom.—The Great Controversy,
pp. 503, 504.

Wednesday, June 26: Judgment in
the Millennium

Jesus and the redeemed saints sat upon [the thrones]; and the saints
reigned as kings and priests unto God. Christ, in union with His people,
judged the wicked dead, comparing their acts with the statute book, the
Word of God, and deciding every case according to the deeds done in the
body. Then they meted out to the wicked the portion which they must
suffer, according to their works; and it was written against their names in
the book of death. Satan also and his angels were judged by Jesus and the
saints. Satan’s punishment was to be far greater than that of those whom he
had deceived. His suffering would so far exceed theirs as to bear no
comparison with it. After all those whom he had deceived had perished,
Satan was still to live and suffer on much longer.—Early Writings, p. 290.

At the end of one thousand years, Jesus, the king of glory, descends from
the holy city, clothed with brightness like the lightning, upon the mount of
olives—the same mount from whence he ascended after his resurrection. As
his feet touch the mountain, it parts asunder, and becomes a very great



plain, and is prepared for the reception of the holy city in which is the
paradise of God, the garden of Eden, which was taken up after man’s
transgression. Now it descends with the city, more beautiful, and gloriously
adorned than when removed from the earth. The city of God comes down
and settles upon the mighty plain prepared for it.—Spiritual Gifts, vol. 3, p.
83.

God is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he
separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. He is “alienated
from the life of God.” Christ says, “All they that hate Me love death.”
Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36. God gives them existence for a time that they
may develop their character and reveal their principles. This accomplished,
they receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and
all who unite with him place themselves so out of harmony with God that
His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love
will destroy them.—The Desire of Ages, p. 764.

As the bow in the cloud is formed by the union of the sunlight and the
shower, so the rainbow encircling the throne represents the combined
power of mercy and justice. It is not justice alone that is to be maintained;
for this would eclipse the glory of the rainbow of promise above the throne;
men could see only the penalty of the law. Were there no justice, no
penalty, there would be no stability to the government of God. It is the
mingling of judgment and mercy that makes salvation complete.—The
Review and Herald, December 13, 1892.

Thursday, June 27: Two Eternities
[After the thousand years] Jesus leaves the city surrounded by the

redeemed host, and is escorted on his way by the angelic throng. In fearful
majesty he calls forth the wicked dead. They are wakened from their long
sleep. What a dreadful waking! They behold the Son of God in his stern
majesty and resplendent glory. All, as soon as they behold him, know that
he is the crucified one who died to save them, whom they had despised and
rejected. They are in number like the sand upon the sea-shore. At the first



resurrection all come forth in immortal bloom, but at the second, the marks
of the curse are visible upon all. All come up as they went down into their
graves. Those who lived before the flood, come forth with their giant-like
stature, more than twice as tall as men now living upon the earth, and well
proportioned. . . . A mighty host of kings, warriors, statesmen and nobles,
down to the most degraded, came up together upon the desolate earth.
When they behold Jesus in his glory they are affrighted, and seek to hide
from his terrible presence.—Spiritual Gifts, vol. 3, p. 83.

At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not understand
[the sinfulness of sin]. Had Satan and his host then been left to reap the full
result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would not have been
apparent to heavenly beings that this was the inevitable result of sin. A
doubt of God’s goodness would have remained in their minds as evil seed,
to produce its deadly fruit of sin and woe.

But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of
redemption having been completed, the character of God is revealed to all
created intelligences. The precepts of His law are seen to be perfect and
immutable. Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his character. Then
the extermination of sin will vindicate God’s love and establish His honor
before a universe of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is
His law.

Well, then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the Saviour’s
cross; for though they did not then understand all, they knew that the
destruction of sin and Satan was forever made certain, that the redemption
of man was assured, and that the universe was made eternally secure. Christ
Himself fully comprehended the results of the sacrifice made upon Calvary.
To all these He looked forward when upon the cross He cried out, “It is
finished.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 764.

It will not be long till we shall see Him in whom our hopes of eternal life
are centered. And in His presence, all the trials and sufferings of this life
will be as nothingness. Look up, look up, and let your faith continually
increase. Let this faith guide you along the narrow path that leads through
the gates of the city of God into the great beyond, the wide, unbounded
future of glory that is for the redeemed.—The Faith I Live By, p. 362.



Friday, June 28: For Further
Reading

Sons and Daughters of God, “Defenders of the Faith,” p. 269;
Sons and Daughters of God, “Christ Comes With Power and Great Glory,”

p. 357.
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