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OVERVIEW

The Great Controversy

If asked, “What central theme runs through all the Bible?”” how would you respond? Jesus? The plan of
salvation? The cross? Yes to all three, of course! But these three important topics unfold against an even more all-
encompassing theme: the great controversy. This theme pervades the Bible, from the book of Genesis to the book
of Revelation.

The great controversy began in heaven with Lucifer’s rebellion against God. At the heart of this cosmic conflict
is the issue of God’s love. Is He fully loving? Does He have the best interests of His creatures in view? Or is He an
authoritative dictator desiring only what is in His own self-interest?

This quarter’s lessons trace world history from God’s viewpoint, as prophecy reveals it, from the time of Christ
down through the centuries to our day and beyond. God’s very nature is love, and therefore, all His acts are loving,
though this fact may not always be evident to finite human beings or even angels. But God’s love is progressively
revealed as the great controversy unfolds. We see its height and depth most clearly through the Cross. At Calvary,
God’s love was displayed before the entire universe when Christ poured out His life to redeem humanity, and
Satan’s ultimate defeat was assured.

Yet, the battle rages on. Satan tried to destroy Jesus on the cross and, through the centuries, we see him trying to
destroy God’s people. Although Satan has viciously persecuted Christ’s church and slaughtered millions, God has
always been present with His people and will never leave them.

This quarter will trace the major developments in the great controversy, beginning with the rebellion in heaven.
We will explore the central issues of the conflict between Christ and Satan. We will see the indomitable courage of
the Waldenses despite fierce persecution, and the determination of the Reformers to follow Bible truth even in the
face of torture, chains, the stake, and martyrdom.

Commenting on the faith of these spiritual giants, Ellen G. White states, “The Bible was their authority, and by
its teaching they tested all doctrines and all claims. Faith in God and His word sustained these holy men as they
yielded up their lives at the stake.”—The Great Controversy, p. 249.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church was raised up by God to build on the foundation laid by the Reformers in
order to restore biblical truths that had been lost sight of through the centuries.

The Reformation kindled a torch of truth that still burns brightly. The Reformers’ bedrock faith in Scripture and
their steadfast assurance of salvation by grace through faith paved the way for the rise of the Advent movement,
championed by William Miller and a host of others around the world.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church was raised up by God to build on the foundation laid by the Reformers in
order to restore biblical truths that had been lost sight of through the centuries. Central to its mission is proclaiming
the three angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6—-12, God’s final warning to a world soon to come to an end.

This proclamation arouses the wrath of Satan, pictured as a dragon by the apostle John: “And the dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 12:17). We also will study the final events in the great
controversy, including the triumph of God’s love over all the principalities and powers of hell, that ushers in the
creation of new heavens and a new earth.

Though the basis of this quarter’s lessons is the Bible, we will use the book The Great Controversy, by Ellen G.
White, as our thematic outline in studying this tremendous topic. The chapters on which each lesson is based are
noted to facilitate its use as a companion book for further study and sharing that we all might more fully “know the
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love of Christ which passes knowledge” (Eph. 3:19, NKJV).

A native of Connecticut, USA, Mark Finley, an internationally known evangelist, was a vice president at the
General Conference from 2005 to 2010. After retiring from full-time employment, he became an assistant to the

president of the General Conference. Pastor Finley and his wife, Ernestine, have three children and five
grandchildren.
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LESSON 1

“THE WAR BEHIND ALL WARS”
March 30 - April 5

EGW Study Notes 1
Friday, April 5", 2024

SDA Bible Commentary, Volume 4,
Isaiah, Chapter 14, pp. 1143

“Satan’s Rebellion of Long Standing”

12-14 (see EGW on Ezekiel 28:13-15). Satan's Rebellion of Long Standing.--The records of some are similar
to that of the exalted angel who was given a position next to Jesus Christ in the heavenly courts. Lucifer was
enshrouded with glory as the covering cherub. Yet this angel whom God had created, and entrusted with power,
became desirous of being as God. He gained the sympathy of some of his associates by suggesting thoughts of
criticism regarding the government of God. This evil seed was scattered in a most seducing manner; and after it
had sprung up and taken root in the minds of many, he gathered the ideas that he himself had first implanted in the
minds of others, and brought them before the highest order of angels as the thoughts of other minds against the
government of God. Thus, by ingenious methods of his own devising, Lucifer introduced rebellion in heaven.

{ SDA Bible Commentary 4, 1143.1}

God desired that a change take place, and that the work of Satan be brought out in its genuine aspect. But the
exalted angel standing next to Christ was opposed to the Son of God. The underworking was so subtle that it could
not be made to appear before the heavenly host as the thing that it really was; and so there was war in heaven, and
Satan was expelled with all who would not stand on the side of loyalty to God's government. The Lord God stood
forth as Supreme Ruler. { SDA Bible Commentary 4, 1143.2}

This condition of things had existed a long period of time before Satan was unmasked and the evil ones
expelled (Letter 162, 1906). {SDA Bible Commentary 4, 1143.3}

Chapter 25

1-4. Hang His Mercies in Memory's Hall.--[Isaiah 25:1-4 quoted]. Wherein do we show our gratitude to God?
His benefits to us are inexpressibly great. Do we frame His mercies and blessings, and hang them in memory's hall,
where we can see them and be led to offer thanksgiving to God for His goodness and love? There are thousands
upon thousands who have no eyes to see, no ears to hear, no hearts to appreciate God's work in their behalf. They
pass by the goodness of the Lord as theirs by right (MS 145, 1899). {4BC 1143.4}

Chapter 26

19. Sleeping Saints Guarded as Precious Jewels.--[Isaiah 26:19 quoted]. The Life-giver will call up His
purchased possession in the first resurrection, and until that triumphant hour, when the last trump shall sound and
the vast army shall come forth to eternal victory, every sleeping saint will be kept in safety and will be guarded as a
precious jewel, who is known to God by name. By the power of the Saviour that dwelt in them while living and
because they were partakers of the divine nature, they are brought forth from the dead (Letter 65a, 1894). {4BC
1143.5}

20 (chapter 49:16). How to Prepare for Future Protection.--When tempted to sin, let us remember that Jesus
is pleading for us in the heavenly sanctuary. When we put away our sins and come to Him in faith, He takes our
names on His lips, and presents them to His Father, saying, "I have graven them upon the palms of my hands; |
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know them by name." And the command goes forth to the angels to protect them. Then in the day of fierce trial He
will say, "Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for
a little moment, until the indignation be overpast." What are the chambers in which they are to hide?-- They are the
protection of Christ and holy angels. The people of God are not at this time all in one place. They are in different
companies, and in all parts of the earth; and they will be tried singly, not in groups. Everyone must stand the test
for himself (Review and Herald Nov. 19, 1908). {4BC 1143.6}

21. Earth's Cup of Iniquity Soon Full.--The point is fast being reached when the iniquity of transgressors will
be to the full. God gives nations a certain time of probation. He sends light and evidence, that, if received, will save
them, but if refused as the Jews refused light, indignation and punishment will fall upon them. If men refuse to be
benefited, and choose darkness rather than light, they will reap the results of their choice. "Behold, the Lord
cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her
blood, and shall no more cover her slain." The professed Christian world is advancing, as did the Jewish nation,
from one degree of sinfulness to a greater degree, refusing warning after warning, and rejecting a Thus says the
Lord, while crediting the fables of men. The Lord God will soon arise in His wrath, and pour out His judgments
upon those who are repeating the sins of the inhabitants of the Noachic world. Those whose hearts are fully set in
them to do evil, as were the hearts of the inhabitants of Sodom, will like them be destroyed. The fact that God had
long forbearance, patience and mercy, the fact that His judgments have been long delayed, will not make the
punishment any less severe when it does come (Undated MS 145). {4BC 1143.7}
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EGW Study Notes 2
Friday, April 5, 2024

Early Writings, Chapter 1, pp. 39-40
“God’s Love for His People”

| have seen the tender love that God has for His people, and it is very great. | saw angels over the saints with
their wings spread about them. Each saint had an attending angel. If the saints wept through discouragement, or
were in danger, the angels that ever attended them would fly quickly upward to carry the tidings, and the angels in
the city would cease to sing. Then Jesus would commission another angel to descend to encourage, watch over, and
try to keep them from going out of the narrow path; but if they did not take heed to the watchful care of these
angels, and would not be comforted by them, but continued to go astray, the angels would look sad and weep. They
would bear the tidings upward, and all the angels in the city would weep, and then with a loud voice say, "Amen."
But if the saints fixed their eyes upon the prize before them and glorified God by praising Him, then the angels
would bear the glad tidings to the city, and the angels in the city would touch their golden harps and sing with a
loud voice, "Alleluia!" and the heavenly arches would ring with their lovely songs. {EW 39.1}

There is perfect order and harmony in the Holy City. All the angels that are commissioned to visit the earth hold
a golden card, which they present to the angels at the gates of the city as they pass in and out. Heaven is a good
place. | long to be there and behold my lovely Jesus, who gave His life for me, and be changed into His glorious
image. Oh, for language to express the glory of the bright world to come! I thirst for the living streams that make
glad the city of our God. {EW 39.2}

The Lord has given me a view of other worlds. Wings were given me, and an angel attended me from the city to
a place that was bright and glorious. The grass of the place was living green, and the birds there warbled a sweet
song. The inhabitants of the place were of all sizes; they were noble, majestic, and lovely. They bore the express
image of Jesus, and their countenances beamed with holy joy, expressive of the freedom and happiness of the
place. | asked one of them why they were so much more lovely than those on the earth. The reply was, "We have
lived in strict obedience to the commandments of God, and have not fallen by disobedience, like those on the
earth.” Then | saw two trees, one looked much like the tree of life in the city. The fruit of both looked beautiful, but
of one they could not eat. They had power to eat of both, but were forbidden to eat of one. Then my attending angel
said to me, "None in this place have tasted of the forbidden tree; but if they should eat, they would fall." Then |
was taken to a world which had seven moons. There | saw good old Enoch, who had been translated. On his right
arm he bore a glorious palm, and on each leaf was written "Victory." Around his head was a dazzling white wreath,
and leaves on the wreath, and in the middle of each leaf was written "Purity," and around the wreath were stones of
various colours, that shone brighter than the stars, and cast a reflection upon the letters and magnified them. On the
back part of his head was a bow that confined the wreath, and upon the bow was written "Holiness." Above the
wreath was a lovely crown that shone brighter than the sun. | asked him if this was the place he was taken to from
the earth. He said, "It is not; the city is my home, and | have come to visit this place." He moved about the place as
if perfectly at home. | begged of my attending angel to let me remain in that place. | could not bear the thought of
coming back to this dark world again. Then the angel said, "You must go back, and if you are faithful, you, with
the 144,000, shall have the privilege of visiting all the worlds and viewing the handiwork of God." {EW 39.3}
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LESSON 2

“THE CENTRAL ISSUE, LOVE OR SELFISHNESS”
April 6 - April 12

EGW Study Notes 1
Friday, April 12", 2024

The Faith | Live By, Chapter 2, p. 51

“The Three Dignitaries of Heaven”

February 14™

Jesus' Resurrection and the New L.ife

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly.

John 10:10

The resurrection of Jesus was a type of the final resurrection of all who sleep in Him. {FLB 51.2}

He who had said, "I lay down my life, that | might take it again," came forth from the grave to life that was in
Himself. Humanity died: divinity did not die. In His divinity, Christ possessed the power to break the bonds of
death. He declares that He has life in Himself to quicken whom He will. ... {FLB 51.3}

He is the spring, the fountain, of life. Only He who alone hath immortality, dwelling in light and life, could say,
"l have power to lay down my life, and | have power to take it again." ... {FLB 51.4}

Christ was invested with the right to give immortality. The life which He had laid down in humanity, He again
took up and gave to humanity. "l am come," He says, "that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.” {FLB 51.5}

Christ is life itself. He who passed through death to destroy him that had the power of death is the Source of all
vitality. There is balm in Gilead, and a Physician there. Christ endured an agonizing death under the most
humiliating circumstances that we might have life. He gave up His precious life that He might vanquish death. But
He rose from the tomb, and the myriads of angels who came to behold Him take up the life He had laid down heard
His words of triumphant joy as He stood above Joseph's rent sepulchre proclaiming: "I am the resurrection, and the
life." {FLB 51.6}

The resurrection and ascension of our Lord is a sure evidence of the triumph of the saints of God over death and
the grave, and a pledge that heaven is open to those who wash their robes of character and make them white in the
blood of the Lamb. Jesus ascended to the Father as a representative of the human race, and God will bring those
who reflect His image to behold and share with Him His glory. {FLB 51.7}

N
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EGW Study Notes 2
Friday, April 12", 2024

The Upward Look, Chapter 3, p. 104
Christlike Love Blends Heart With Heart

March 31%

Christlike Love Blends Heart With Heart

With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.

Ephesians 4:12

God is love. The love of the Father and the Son is an attribute of every believer. The Word of God is the
channel through which divine love is communicated to man. God's truth is the medium by which the intellect is
reached. The Holy Spirit is given to the human agent who works in cooperation with divine agencies. It transforms
mind and character, enabling man to endure as seeing Him who is invisible. Perfect love can be enjoyed only
through the belief of the truth and the reception of the Holy Spirit. . .. {UL 104.2}

Christ prayed that His disciples might realize the importance of the love that He expressed by giving His life for
the world. He desired them to understand something in regard to His infinite sacrifice. If they had more fully
understood His self-sacrificing love, they would never have engaged in alienation and strife. {UL 104.3}

I urge all who claim to believe present truth to practice that truth. If they do this, they will have a stronger and
more powerful influence for good. The world will see that the love expressed by believers is the central and
controlling principle of Christ's followers. Christlike love blends heart with heart. The truth draws men together. It
brings into harmony and unity all who have an earnest, living faith in the Saviour. Christ designs those who believe
in Him to develop and become strong by association with one another. All who work unselfishly in the Master's
service bear credentials to the world that God has sent His Son to this earth. {UL 104.4}

Although a company of Christians united in church capacity have not all the same talents, yet it is the duty of
everyone to work. Talents differ, but to every man is given his work. All are dependent upon Christ in God. He is
the glorious Head of all grades and classes of people associated through faith in the Word of God. Bound together
by a common belief in heavenly principles, they are all dependent on Him who is the Author and Finisher of their
faith. He has created the principles that produce universal oneness, universal love. His followers should meditate
upon His love. They should not stop short of reaching the standard set before them. If the principles of Christianity
are lived, they will produce universal harmony and perfect peace. When the heart is imbued with the Spirit of
Christ, there is no quarrelling, no seeking for the supremacy, no striving to be reigning lords.--Manuscript 46,
March 31, 1902, "Unity a Sign of Discipleship.” {UL 104.5}
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LESSON 3

“LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS”
April 13 - April 19

EGW Study Notes 1
Friday, April 19", 2024

That I May Know Him, Chapter 7, pp. 208

“The Central Theme of the Scriptures”

July 21%

The Central Theme of the Scriptures

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself.

Luke 24:27

There is one great central truth to be kept ever before the mind in the searching of the Scriptures--Christ and
Him crucified. Every other truth is invested with influence and power corresponding to its relation to this theme. It
is only in the light of the cross that we can discern the exalted character of the law of God. The soul palsied by sin
can be endowed with life only through the work wrought out upon the cross by the Author of our salvation. The
love of Christ constrains man to unite with Him in His labours and sacrifice. The revelation of divine love awakens
in them a sense of their neglected obligation to be light bearers to the world, and inspires them with a missionary
spirit. This truth enlightens the mind and sanctifies the soul. It will banish unbelief and inspire faith. . . . When
Christ in His work of redemption is seen to be the great central truth of the system of truth, a new light is shed
upon all the events of the past and the future. They are seen in a new relation, and possess a new and deeper
significance.

The Old Testament is as verily the gospel in types and shadows as the New Testament is in its unfolding power.
The New Testament does not present a new religion; the Old Testament does not present a religion to be
superseded by the New. The New Testament is only the advancement and unfolding of the Old. Abel was a
believer in Christ and was as verily saved by His power as was Peter or Paul. Enoch was a representative of Christ
as surely as was the beloved disciple John. . . . That God who walked with Enoch was our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ. He was the light of the world then, just as He is now.

The truth for this time is broad in its outlines, far reaching, embracing many doctrines, but these doctrines are
not detached items which mean little; they are united by golden threads, forming a complete whole, with Christ as
the living centre.

11




—

The Great Controversy 2" Quarter 2024

EGW Study Notes 2
Friday, April 19", 2024

The Upward Look, Chapter 2, pp. 50
“Time to Wake Up”

February 5™

Time to Wake Up!
Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. Awake to righteousness, and sin not.
1 Corinthians 15:33, 34

Brethren and sisters, wake up, wake up! Proclaim the gospel in its simplicity. Listen as for your life to "what
says the Scriptures.” It is of supreme importance that you hear aright, that you purify your hearts from selfishness,
for your eternal welfare is at stake. Are you seeking for the Pearl of Great Price? Are you guarding yourselves
against the deceptions of Satan, or do you stand ready to receive the suggestions of those who have departed from
the faith, and given heed to seducing spirits? Your salvation depends on your hearing aright, and receiving with
meekness the engrafted Word.

Will you be reconciled to God, and obey His commandments, that you may be sanctified, body, soul, and
spirit? You have been bought with a price, by the death of the only begotten Son of God. Your heart beats on. On
that pulsation depends your life. Its beating is independent of your will. You eat and sleep in careless indifference.
But God's guardian care over you is unceasing. He controls the ebb and flow of the vital current. Where is the
gratitude that should rise from human lips for His preserving care? Where is the recognition of His unceasing
watchfulness?. . .

Wake up, wake up! Put away your pride, and forsake your noncommittal position. Your testing time has
come, and you must take sides with Christ or against Him. On which side are you standing? With the world, or
with Christ? Are you receiving the truth and preparing to speak a word in season to arrest the attention of the
careless and the indifferent? God demands decided changes in your attitude. The truth you possess is the word of
the living God. What are you doing to meet the claims of the gospel? Is it your highest desire to learn the will of
Him who gave Himself for you in self-denial and sacrifice, that you might become sons and daughters of God? Are
you seeking to arouse souls to take an interest in eternal realities?

Now is your time to learn how to work earnestly and intelligently for the salvation of those ready to perish.
Make no compromise with the powers of darkness. Learn the claims of the law of God, and obey them heartily.
Then your life will shine forth brightly amidst the spiritual darkness of the world.--Letter 32, Feb. 5, 1907, to the
church members in and about Melbourne, Australia.
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LESSON 4

“STANDING FOR THE TRUTH”
April 20 - April 26

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, April 26", 2024

Gospel Workers,
Chapter 7, Helps in Gospel Work, p. 267
“A Season of Trust and Privilege”

The present is a season of solemn privilege and sacred trust. If the servants of God keep faithfully the trust
given to them, great will be their reward when the Master shall say, "Give an account of thy stewardship." [Luke
16:2.] The earnest toil, the unselfish work, the patient, persevering effort, will be abundantly rewarded. Jesus will
say, Henceforth I call you not servants, but friends. [See John 15:15.] The approval of the Master is not given
because of the greatness of the work performed, but because of fidelity in all that has been done. It is not the results
we attain, but the motives from which we act, that weigh with God. He prizes goodness and faithfulness above all
else. {GW 267.1}

| entreat the heralds of the gospel of Christ never to become discouraged, never to regard the most hardened
sinner as beyond the reach of the grace of God. The one apparently hopeless may accept the truth in the love of it.
He who turns the hearts of men as the rivers of water are turned, can bring the most selfish, sin-hardened soul to
Christ. Is anything too hard for God to do? "My word," He declares, "shall not return unto Me void, but it shall
accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto | sent it." [Isaiah 55:11.] {GW 267.2}

Those who are endeavouring to build up the work in new territory will often find themselves in great need of
better facilities. Their work will seem to be hindered for lack of these facilities; but let them not lose their faith and
courage. Often they are obliged to go to the limit of their resources. At times it may seem as if they could advance
no farther. But if they pray and work in faith, God will answer their petitions, sending them means for the
advancement of the work. Difficulties will arise; they will wonder how they are going to accomplish what must be
done. At times the future will look very dark. But let the workers bring to God the promises He has made, and
thank Him for what He has done. Then the way will open before them, and they will be strengthened for the duty
of the hour. {GW 267.3}

Few realize the significance of the words of Luke, that when Paul saw his brethren, "he thanked God, and took
courage." [Acts 28:15.] In the midst of the weeping, sympathizing company of believers, who were not ashamed of
his bonds, the apostle praised God aloud. The cloud of sadness that had rested upon his spirit was swept away. His
Christian life had been a succession of trials, sufferings, and disappointments, but in that hour he felt abundantly
repaid. With firmer step and joyful heart he continued on his way. He would not complain of the past, nor fear for
the future. Bonds and afflictions awaited him, he knew; but he knew also that it had been his to deliver souls from a
bondage infinitely more terrible, and he rejoiced in his sufferings for Christ's sake.--"The Acts of the Apostles,"
page 449.

13
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EGW Study Notes 2
Preparation Day, April 26", 2024

The Desire of Ages,
Chapter 41, p. 385-386
“The Crisis in Galilee”

For the moment the interest of the hearers was awakened. They exclaimed, "What shall we do, that we
might work the works of God?" They had been performing many and burdensome works in order to recommend
themselves to God; and they were ready to hear of any new observance by which they could secure greater merit.
Their question meant, What shall we do that we may deserve heaven? What is the price we are required to pay in
order to obtain the life to come? {DA 385.1}

"Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent."
The price of heaven is Jesus. The way to heaven is through faith in "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world." John 1:29. {DA 385.2}

But the people did not choose to receive this statement of divine truth. Jesus had done the very work which
prophecy had foretold that the Messiah would do; but they had not witnessed what their selfish hopes had pictured
as His work. Christ had indeed once fed the multitude with barley loaves; but in the days of Moses Israel had been
fed with manna forty years, and far greater blessings were expected from the Messiah. Their dissatisfied hearts
gueried why, if Jesus could perform so many wondrous works as they had witnessed, could He not give health,
strength, and riches to all His people, free them from their oppressors, and exalt them to power and honour? The
fact that He claimed to be the Sent of God, and yet refused to be Israel's king, was a mystery which they could not
fathom. His refusal was misinterpreted. Many concluded that He dared not assert His claims because He Himself
doubted as to the divine character of His mission. Thus they opened their hearts to unbelief, and the seed which
Satan had sown bore fruit of its kind, in misunderstanding and defection. {DA 385.3}

Now, half mockingly, a rabbi questioned, "What sign shows Thou then, that we may see, and believe Thee?
what dost Thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to
eat." {DA 385.4}

The Jews honoured Moses as the giver of the manna, ascribing praise to the instrument, and losing sight of
Him by whom the work had been accomplished. Their fathers had murmured against Moses, and had doubted and
denied his divine mission. Now in the same spirit the children rejected the One who bore the message of God to
themselves. "Then said Jesus unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from
heaven." The giver of the manna was standing among them. It was Christ Himself who had led the Hebrews
through the wilderness, and had daily fed them with the bread from heaven. That food was a type of the real bread
from heaven. The life-giving Spirit, flowing from the infinite fullness of God, is the true manna. Jesus said, "The
bread of God is that which cometh down out of heaven, and giveth life unto the world."” John 6:33, R. V. {DA
385.5}

Still thinking that it was temporal food to which Jesus referred, some of His hearers exclaimed, "Lord,
evermore give us this bread.” Jesus then spoke plainly: "I am the bread of life." {DA 386.1}

The figure which Christ used was a familiar one to the Jews. Moses, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
had said, "Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord." And the
prophet Jeremiah had written, "Thy words were found, and | did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of mine heart.” Deuteronomy 8:3; Jeremiah 15:16. The rabbis themselves had a saying, that the eating of
bread, in its spiritual significance, was the study of the law and the practice of good works; and it was often said
that at the Messiah's coming all Israel would be fed. The teaching of the prophets made plain the deep spiritual
lesson in the miracle of the loaves. This lesson Christ was seeking to open to His hearers in the synagogue. Had
they understood the Scriptures, they would have understood His words when He said, "I am the bread of life." Only
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the day before, the great multitude, when faint and weary, had been fed by the bread which He had given. As from
that bread they had received physical strength and refreshment, so from Christ they might receive spiritual strength
unto eternal life. "He that cometh to Me," He said, "shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never
thirst."” But He added, "Ye also have seen Me, and believe not." {DA 386.2}

They had seen Christ by the witness of the Holy Spirit, by the revelation of God to their souls. The living
evidences of His power had been before them day after day, yet they asked for still another sign. Had this been
given, they would have remained as unbelieving as before. If they were not convinced by what they had seen and
heard, it was useless to show them more marvellous works. Unbelief will ever find excuse for doubt, and will
reason away the most positive proof. {DA 386.3}

Again Christ appealed to those stubborn hearts. "Him that cometh
to Me | will in nowise cast out." All who received Him in faith, He said, should have eternal life. Not one could
be lost. No need for Pharisees and Sadducees to dispute concerning the future life. No longer need men mourn in
hopeless grief over their dead. "This is the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone which sees the Son, and
believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and | will raise him up at the last day." {DA 386.4}
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LESSON 5

“FAITH AGAINST ALL ODDS”

April 27 - May 3
EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, May 3", 2024
Sons and Daughters of God,
Chapter 2, pp. 45
“We Obey The Father’s Law of Love”
February 8"

Rejoices the Heart and Enlightens the Eyes

The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening
the eyes.

Psalm 19:8

We have only glimmering light in regard to the exceeding breadth of the law of God.... Many of those who
claim to believe the testing truths for these last days, act as though God took no note of their disrespect of, and
manifest disobedience to, the principles of His holy law. The law is the expression of His will, and it is through
obedience to that law that God proposes to accept the children of men as His sons and daughters.... An infinite
sacrifice has been made that the moral image of God may be restored to man, through willing obedience to all the
commandments of God. Exceeding great is our salvation for ample provision has been made through the
righteousness of Christ, that we may be pure, entire, wanting nothing.... If man will keep God's law through faith in
Christ, the treasures of heaven will be at his disposal.

Open the eyes of your understanding; see the beautiful harmony in the laws of God in nature, and be awed, and
reverence your Creator, the Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth. See Him, by the eye of faith, bending over you in
love.... Your faith in Jesus will give strength to every purpose, consistency to the character. All your happiness,
peace, joy, and success in this life are dependent upon genuine, trusting faith in God. This faith will prompt true
obedience to the commandments of God. Your knowledge and faith in God is the strongest restraint from every
evil practice, and the motive to all good. Believe in Jesus as one who pardons your sins, one who wants you to be
happy in the mansions He has gone to prepare for you. He wants you to live in His presence; to have eternal life
and a crown of glory.

In keeping God's commandments there is great reward, even in this life. Our conscience does not condemn us.
Our hearts are not at enmity with God, but at peace with Him.
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EGW Study Notes 2
Preparation Day, May 3, 2024

Lift Him Up,
Chapter 11, p. 345

“Lift Him Up as Our Advocate and Infallible Judge”

Our Merciful and Faithful High Priest

Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood he entered the Most Holy Place once for all,
having obtained eternal redemption.

Hebrews 9:12, NKJV

As the sin bearer, and priest and representative of man before God, He entered into the life of humanity,
bearing our flesh and blood. The life is in the living, vital current of blood, which blood was given for the life of
the world. Christ made a full atonement, giving His life as a ransom for us. He was born without a taint of sin, but
came into the world in like manner as the human family. He did not have a mere semblance of a body, but He took
human nature, participating in the life of humanity. . . .

Jesus Christ laid off His royal robe, His kingly crown, and clothed His divinity with humanity, in order to
become a substitute and surety for humanity, that dying in humanity He might by his death destroy him who had
the power of death. He could not have done this as God, but by coming as man Christ could die. By death He
overcame death. The death of Christ bore to the death him who had the power of death, and opened the gates of the
tomb for all who receive Him as their personal Saviour.

Christ proclaimed over the rent sepulchre of Joseph, "I am the resurrection, and the life." He, the world's
Redeemer, has bruised the serpent's head, depriving him of all power ever to make men feel his scorpion sting; for
He has brought life and immortality to light. The gates of eternal life are thrown open to all who believe on Jesus
Christ. . . . In dying, Jesus has made it impossible for those who believe on Him to die eternally. . . .

Christ lived and died as a man, that He might be God both of the living and of the dead. It was to make it
impossible for men to lose eternal life if they believe on Him. The life of men and women is precious in the sight
of God; for Christ has purchased that life by being executed in their stead. Thus He made it possible for us to attain
to immortality.

In Christ were united the divine and the human--the Creator and the creature. The nature of God, whose law
had been transgressed, and the nature of Adam, the transgressor, meet in Jesus--the Son of God, and the Son of
man. And having with His own blood paid the price of redemption, having passed through man's experience,
having in man's behalf met and conquered temptation, having, though Himself sinless, borne the shame and guilt
and burden of sin, He becomes man's Advocate and Intercessor. What an assurance here to the tempted and
struggling soul, what an assurance to the witnessing universe, that Christ will be "a merciful and faithful high
priest"! (The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White comments, vol. 7, pp. 925, 926).
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LESSON 6

“THE TWO WITNESSES”

February 3 - February 9

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, May 10", 2024
Lift Him Up,
Chapter 4, pp. 130
“Lift Him Up as the Bread of Life”
April 12th

Our Only Safeguard in Trial and Temptation
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
Psalm 119:105

God has given us His Word as a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Its teachings have a vital bearing on our
prosperity in all the relations of life. Even in our temporal affairs it will be a wiser guide than any other counsellor.
Its divine instruction is the only way to success. There is no social position, no phase of human experience, for
which the study of the Bible is not an essential preparation. {LHU 130.2}

The Bible is the great standard of right and wrong, clearly defining sin and holiness. Its living principles,
running through our lives like threads of gold, are our only safeguard in trial and temptation. {LHU 130.3}

The Bible is a chart, showing us the waymarks of truth. Those who are acquainted with this chart will be
enabled to tread with certainty in the path of duty, wherever they may be called to go. {LHU 130.4}

The Bible contains a simple and complete system of theology and philosophy. It is the book that makes us wise
unto salvation. It tells us how to reach the abodes of eternal happiness. It tells us of the love of God as shown in the
plan of redemption, imparting the knowledge essential for all—the knowledge of Christ. He is the Sent of God; He
is the Author of our salvation. But apart from the Word of God, we could have no knowledge that such a person as
the Lord Jesus ever visited our world, nor any knowledge of His divinity, as indicated by His previous existence
with the Father. {LHU 130.5}

The Bible was not written for the scholar alone; on the contrary, it was designed for the common people. The
great truths necessary for our salvation are made as clear as noonday, and none will mistake and lose their way
except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of God. {LHU 130.6}

The Word of God strikes at every wrong trait of character, moulding the whole man, internally and externally,
abasing his pride and self-exaltation, leading him to bring the Spirit of Christ into the smaller as well as the larger
duties of life. It teaches him to be unswerving in his allegiance to justice and purity, and at the same time always to
be kind and compassionate. {LHU 130.7}

The appreciation of the Bible grows with its study. Whichever way the student may turn, he will find displayed
the infinite wisdom and love of God. To him who is truly converted, the Word of God is the joy and consolation of

19

D




—‘—

The Great Controversy 2" Quarter 2024

the life. The Spirit of God speaks to him, and his heart becomes like a watered garden (The Signs of the Times,
June 25, 1902). {LHU 130.8}

The heart that is stored with the precious truths of God’s Word is fortified against the temptations of Satan,
against impure thoughts and unholy actions (Youth’s Instructor, July 28, 1892). {LHU 130.9}
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EGW Study Notes 2
Preparation Day, May 10", 2024

The Faith I Live By,
Chapter, 3, pp. 80

“Satan and the Great Rebellion”

March 15"
God’s Commandments Are Sure
The Contest Over God’s Law

The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure. They stand fast for ever
and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.

Psalm 111:7, 8

The law of God existed before the creation of man or else Adam could not have sinned. After the transgression
of Adam the principles of the law were not changed, but were definitely arranged and expressed to meet man in his
fallen condition. {FLB 80.2}

The angels were governed by it [the law]. Satan fell because he transgressed the principles of God’s
government. After Adam and Eve were created, God made known to them His law. It was not then written, but was
rehearsed to them by Jehovah. {FLB 80.3}

In love, with a desire to elevate and ennoble us, God provided for us a standard of obedience. In awful majesty,
amid thundering and lightning, He proclaimed from Mount Sinai His ten holy precepts. This law reveals the whole
duty of the human family; the first four precepts define our duty to God, and the last six our duty to man. {FLB
80.4}

The law of God, being a revelation of His will, a transcript of His character, must forever endure, “as a faithful
witness in heaven.” Not one command has been annulled; not a jot or tittle has been changed. Says the psalmist:
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” Psalm 119:89. {FLB 80.5}

From the first, the great controversy had been upon the law of God. Satan had sought to prove that God was
unjust, that His law was faulty, and that the good of the universe required it to be changed. In attacking the law, he
aimed to overthrow the authority of its Author. {FLB 80.6}

Through Satan’s temptations the whole human race have become transgressors of God’s law; but by the
sacrifice of His Son a way is opened whereby they may return to God. Through the grace of Christ they may be
enabled to render obedience to the Father’s law. {FLB 80.7}

When we trust God fully, when we rely upon the merits of Jesus as a sin-pardoning Saviour, we shall receive all
the help that we can desire. {FLB 80.8}
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LESSON 7

“MOTIVATED BY HOPE”

February 10 - February 16

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, May 17", 2024
Lift Him Up
Chapter 3, pp. 102
“Lift Him Up as the Son of Man”
March 29™

Glorified Before the Universe
I have glorified thee on the earth: | have finished the work which thou gave me to do.
John 17:4

By raising Christ from the dead, the Father glorified His Son before the Roman guard, before the
satanic host, and before the heavenly universe. A mighty angel, clothed with the panoply of heaven,
descended, scattering the darkness from his track, and, breaking the Roman seal, rolled back the stone
from the sepulchre as if it had been a pebble, undoing in a moment the work that the enemy had done.
The voice of God was heard, calling Christ from His prison house. The Roman guard saw heavenly
angels falling in reverence before Him whom they had crucified, and He proclaimed above the rent
sepulchre of Joseph, “I am the resurrection, and the life.” Can we be surprised that the soldiers fell as
dead men to the earth?

Christ’s ascension to heaven, amid the cloud of heavenly angels, glorified Him. His concealed glory
shone forth with all the brightness that mortal man could endure and live. He came to our world as a man;
He ascended to His heavenly home as God. His human life was full of sorrow and grief, because of His
cruel rejection by those He came to save; but men were permitted to see Him strengthened, to behold
Him ascending in glory and triumph, surrounded by a convoy of angels. The same holy beings that
announced His advent to the world were permitted to attend Him at His ascension, and to demand a
triumphal entrance for the royal and glorified Being. “Lift your heads, O ye gates,” they cry as they near
the heavenly portals.... “Who is this King of glory?”” And from thousands and ten thousands of voices the
answer comes: “The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.” ...

Thus the prayer of Christ was answered. He was glorified with the glory which He had with His Father
before the world was. But amid this glory, Christ does not lose sight of His toiling, struggling ones upon
earth. He has a request to make of His Father. He waves back the heavenly host until He is in the direct
presence of Jehovah, and then He presents His petition in behalf of His chosen ones.

“Father,” He says, “I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am.” And then
the Father declares, “Let all the angels of God worship him.” The heavenly host prostrate themselves
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before Him, and raise their song of triumph and joy. Glory encircles the King of heaven, and was beheld
by all the heavenly intelligences. No words can describe the scene which took place as the Son of God
was publicly reinstated in the place of honour and glory which He voluntarily left when He became a
man (The Signs of the Times, May 10, 1899).
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EGW Study Notes 2
Preparation Day, May 17", 2024

Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 6,

Section 6, Cautions and Counsels, pp. 403-410

“Preparation for the Final Crisis”
God's Word to be Supreme

The people of God will recognize human government as an ordinance of divine appointment and will teach
obedience to it as a sacred duty within its legitimate sphere. But when its claims conflict with the claims of God,
the word of God must be recognized as above all human legislation. "Thus saith the Lord" is not to be set aside for
Thus saith the church or the state. The crown of Christ is to be uplifted above the diadems of earthly potentates.

The principle we are to uphold at this time is the same that was maintained by the adherents of the gospel in the
great Reformation. When the princes assembled at the Diet of Spires in 1529, it seemed that the hope of the world
was about to be crushed out. To this assembly was presented the emperor's decree restricting religious liberty and
prohibiting all further dissemination of the reformed doctrines. Would the princes of Germany accept the decree?
Should the light of the gospel be shut out from the multitudes that were still in darkness? Mighty issues for the
world were at stake. Those who had accepted the reformed faith met together, and the unanimous decision was:
"Let us reject the decree. In matters of conscience the majority has no power."

The banner of truth and religious liberty which these Reformers held aloft has in this last conflict been
committed to us. The responsibility for this great gift rests with those whom God has blessed with a knowledge of
His word. We are to receive God's word as supreme authority. We must accept its truths for ourselves. And we can
appreciate these truths only as we search them out by personal study. Then, as we make God's word the guide of
our lives, for us is answered the prayer of Christ: "Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.” [John
17:17]. The acknowledgment of the truth in word and deed is our confession of faith. Only thus can others know
that we believe the Bible.

Those Reformers whose protest has given us the name Protestant felt that God had called them to give the
gospel to the world, and in doing this they were ready to sacrifice their possessions, their liberty, and their lives.
Are we in this last conflict of the great controversy as faithful to our trust as were the early Reformers to theirs?

In the face of persecution and death, the truth for that time was spread far and near. The word of God was
carried to the people; all classes, high and low, rich and poor, learned and ignorant, studied it eagerly, and those
who received the light became in their turn its messengers. In those days the truth was brought home to the people
through the press. Luther's pen was a power, and his writings, scattered broadcast, stirred the world. The same
agencies are at our command, with facilities multiplied a hundredfold. Bibles, publications in many languages,
setting forth the truth for this time, are at our hand and can be swiftly carried to all the world. We are to give the
last warning of God to men, and what should be our earnestness in studying the Bible, and our zeal in spreading the
light!

Preparation for the Final Crisis

The great crisis is just before us. To meet its trials and temptations, and to perform its duties, will require
persevering faith. But we may triumph gloriously; not one watching, praying, believing soul will be ensnared by
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the enemy.

In the time of trial before us God's pledge of security will be placed upon those who have kept the word of His
patience. Christ will say to His faithful ones: "Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.” [Isaiah 26:20]. The Lion
of Judah, so terrible to the rejectors of His grace, will be the Lamb of God to the obedient and faithful. The pillar of
cloud which speaks wrath and terror to the transgressor of God's law is light and mercy and deliverance to those
who have kept His commandments. The arm strong to smite the rebellious will be strong to deliver the loyal. Every
faithful one will surely be gathered. "He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” [Matthew 24:31].

Brethren, to whom the truths of God's word have been opened, what part will you act in the closing scenes of
this world's history? Are you awake to these solemn realities? Do you realize the grand work of preparation that is
going on in heaven and on earth? Let all who have received the light, who have had the opportunity of reading and
hearing the prophecy, take heed to those things that are written therein; "for the time is at hand." Let none now
tamper with sin, the source of every misery in our world. No longer remain in lethargy and stupid indifference. Let
not the destiny of your soul hang upon an uncertainty. Know that you are fully on the Lord's side. Let the inquiry
go forth from sincere hearts and trembling lips, "Who shall be able to stand?" Have you, in these last precious
hours of probation, been putting the very best material into your character building? Have you been purifying your
souls from every stain? Have you followed the light? Have you works corresponding to your profession of faith?

Is the softening, subduing influence of the grace of God working upon you? Have you hearts that can feel, eyes
that can see, ears that can hear? Is it in vain that the declaration of eternal truth has been made concerning the
nations of the earth? They are under condemnation, preparing for the judgments of God; and in this day which is
big with eternal results, the people chosen to be the depositaries of momentous truth ought to be abiding in Christ.
Are you letting your light shine to illumine the nations that are perishing in their sins? Do you realize that you are
to stand in defense of God's commandments before those who are treading them underfoot?

It is possible to be a partial, formal believer, and yet be found wanting and lose eternal life. It is possible to
practice some of the Bible injunctions and be regarded as a Christian, and yet perish because you lack
gualifications essential to Christian character. If you neglect or treat with indifference the warnings that God has
given, if you cherish or excuse sin, you are sealing your soul's destiny. You will be weighed in the balance and
found wanting. Grace, peace, and pardon will be forever withdrawn; Jesus will have passed by, never again to
come within reach of your prayers and entreaties. While mercy lingers, while the Saviour is making intercession,
let us make thorough work for eternity.

The return of Christ to our world will not be long delayed. Let this be the keynote of every message.

The blessed hope of the second appearing of Christ, with its solemn realities, needs to be often presented to the
people. Looking for the soon appearing of our Lord will lead us to regard earthly things as emptiness and
nothingness.

The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose vesture is written the name, King of kings, and
Lord of lords, is soon to lead forth the armies of heaven.

It cannot now be said by the Lord's servants, as it was by the prophet Daniel: "The time appointed was long."
[Daniel 10:1]. It is now but a short time till the witnesses for God will have done their work in preparing the way of
the Lord.

We are to throw aside our narrow, selfish plans, remembering that we have a work of the largest magnitude and
highest importance. In doing this work we are sounding the first, second, and third angel's messages, and are thus
being prepared for the coming of that other angel from heaven who is to lighten the earth with his glory.

The day of the Lord is approaching with stealthy tread; but the supposed great and wise men know not the signs
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of Christ's coming or of the end of the world. Iniquity abounds, and the love of many has waxed cold.

There are thousands upon thousands, millions upon millions, who are now making their decision for eternal life
or eternal death. The man who is wholly absorbed in his counting room, the man who finds pleasure at the gaming
table, the man who loves to indulge perverted appetite, the amusement lover, the frequenters of the theatre and the
ballroom, put eternity out of their reckoning. The whole burden of their life is: What shall we eat? what shall we
drink? and wherewithal shall we be clothed? They are not in the procession that is moving heavenward. They are
led by the great apostate, and with him will be destroyed.

Unless we understand the importance of the moments that are swiftly passing into eternity, and make ready to
stand in the great day of God, we shall be unfaithful stewards. The watchman is to know the time of night.
Everything is now clothed with a solemnity that all who believe the truth for this time should realize. They should
act in reference to the day of God. The judgments of God are about to fall upon the world, and we need to be
preparing for that great day.

Our time is precious. We have but few, very few days of probation in which to make ready for the future,
immortal life. We have no time to spend in haphazard movements. We should fear to skim the surface of the word
of God.

It is as true now as when Christ was upon the earth, that every inroad made by the gospel upon the enemy's
dominion is met by fierce opposition from his vast armies. The conflict that is right upon us will be the most
terrible ever witnessed. But though Satan is represented as being as strong as the strong man armed, his overthrow
will be complete, and everyone who unites with him in choosing apostasy rather than loyalty will perish with him.

The restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, fire
and flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick succession. Science seeks to explain all these. The
signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son of God, are attributed to any other than the true
cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels restraining the four winds that they shall not blow until the servants
of God are sealed; but when God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen
can picture.

To those who are indifferent at this time Christ's warning is: "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, | will spew thee out of My mouth." [Revelation 3:16]. The figure of spewing out of His mouth means that He
cannot offer up your prayers or your expressions of love to God. He cannot endorse your teaching of His word or
your spiritual work in anywise. He cannot present your religious exercises with the request that grace be given you.

Could the curtain be rolled back, could you discern the purposes of God and the judgments that are about to fall
upon a doomed world, could you see your own attitude, you would fear and tremble for your own souls and for the
souls of your fellow men. Earnest prayers of heart-rending anguish would go up to heaven. You would weep
between the porch and the altar, confessing your spiritual blindness and backsliding.

"Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the people, sanctify the congregation,
assemble the elders, gather the children: . . . let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her
closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare Thy
people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach."” [Joel 2:15-17].

"Turn ye even to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your
heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
of great kindness, and repents Him of the evil. Who knows if He will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind
Him?" [Verses 12-14. ]

After Israel's apostasy and bitter retribution, God's message of grace for the repentant people was: "Behold, |
will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. And I will give her, her
vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her
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youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt." [Hosea 2:14, 15].

"And it shall be at that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call Me my husband; and shalt call Me no more my
lord. . .. And | will betroth thee unto Me forever; yea, | will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in
judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. | will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou shalt
know the Lord." [Verses 16-20, margin.]

"And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that | am the Lord your God, and none else: and My
people shall never be ashamed.” [Joel 2:27].

Warning, admonition, promise, all are for us, upon whom the ends of the world are come. "Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” [1 Thessalonians 5:6].

"Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” [Luke 21:34].

"Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.” [Mark 14:38]. Watch against the stealthy approach of the
enemy, watch against old habits and natural inclinations, lest they assert themselves; force them back, and watch.
Watch the thoughts, watch the plans, lest they become self-centred. Watch over the souls whom Christ has
purchased with His own blood. Watch for opportunities to do them good.

Watch, "lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping." [Mark 13:36]
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LESSON 8

“LIGHT FROM THE SANCTUARY”

February 17 - February 23

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, May 24™, 2024
The Faith I Live By,
Chapter 7, pp. 206
“The Sanctuary of God”
July 19"

The Heavenly Things Purified

And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. It
was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

Hebrews 9:22, 23

What is the cleansing of the sanctuary? That there was such a service in connection with the earthly sanctuary,
is stated in the Old Testament Scriptures. But can there be anything in heaven to be cleansed? In Hebrews 9 the
cleansing of both the earthly and the heavenly sanctuary is plainly taught. . . .

The cleansing, both in the typical and in the real service, must be accomplished with blood: in the former, with
the blood of animals; in the latter, with the blood of Christ.

The cleansing was not a removal of physical impurities, for it was to be accomplished with blood, and therefore
must be a cleansing from sin.

But how could there be sin connected with the sanctuary, either in heaven or upon the earth?

As the sins of the people were anciently transferred, in figure, to the earthly sanctuary by the blood of the sin
offering, so our sins are, in fact, transferred to the heavenly sanctuary by the blood of Christ. And as the typical
cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual
cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins which are there
recorded. This necessitates an examination of the books of record to determine who, through repentance of sin and
faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His atonement.

Then [in the great day of final award] by virtue of the atoning blood of Christ, the sins of all the truly penitent
will be blotted from the books of heaven.

He [Christ] asks for His people not only pardon and justification, full and complete, but a share in His glory and
a seat upon His throne.
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EGW Study Notes 2
Preparation Day, May 24", 2024

Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 8
Section 5, pp. 314-315
“The Essential Knowledge”

The Science to be Mastered

There is a science of Christianity to be mastered,--a science as much deeper, broader, higher than any human
science as the heavens are higher than the earth. The mind is to be disciplined, educated, trained; for we are to do
service for God in ways that are not in harmony with inborn inclination. There are hereditary and cultivated
tendencies to evil that must be overcome. Often the training and education of a lifetime must be discarded, that one
may become a learner in the school of Christ. Our hearts must be educated to become steadfast in God. We are to
form habits of thought that will enable us to resist temptation. We must learn to look upward. The principles of the
word of God--principles that are as high as heaven, and that compass eternity--we are to understand in their bearing
upon our daily life. Every act, every word, every thought, is to be in accord with these principles. {8T 314.1}

The precious graces of the Holy Spirit are not developed in a moment. Courage, fortitude, meekness, faith,
unwavering trust in God's power to save, are acquired by the experience of years. By a life of holy endeavour and
firm adherence to the right the children of God are to seal their destiny. {8T 314.2}

No Time to Lose

We have no time to lose. We know not how soon our probation may close. Eternity stretches before us. The
curtain is about to be lifted. Christ is soon to come. The angels of God are seeking to attract us from ourselves and
from earthly things. Let them not labour in vain. {8T 314.3}

When Jesus rises up in the most holy place, lays off His mediatorial robes, and clothes Himself with the
garments of vengeance, the mandate will go forth: "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: . . . and he that is
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, | come quickly; and My
reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be." Revelation 22:11, 12. {8T 315.1}

A storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we prepared to meet it? {8T 315.2}

We need not say: The perils of the last days are soon to come upon us. Already they have come. We need
now the sword of the Lord to cut to the very soul and marrow of fleshly lusts, appetites, and passions. {8T 315.3}

Minds that have been given up to loose thought need to change. "Girding up the loins of your mind, be sober
and set your hope perfectly on the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as children
of obedience, not fashioning yourselves according to your former lusts in the time of your ignorance: but like as He
who called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living; because it is written, Ye shall be holy;
for I am holy." 1 Peter 1:13-16, A. R. V. The thoughts must be centered upon God. Now is the time to put forth
earnest effort to overcome the natural tendencies of the carnal heart. {8T 315.4}

Our efforts, our self-denial, our perseverance, must be proportionate to the infinite value of the object of
which we are in pursuit. Only by overcoming as Christ overcame shall we win the crown of life. {8T 315.5}

The Need for Self-Renunciation

Man's great danger is in being self-deceived, indulging self-sufficiency, and thus separating from God, the
source of his strength. Our natural tendencies, unless corrected by the Holy Spirit of God, have in them the seeds of
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moral death. Unless we become vitally connected with God, we cannot resist the unhallowed effects of self-love,
self-indulgence, and temptation to sin. {8T 315.6}
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LESSON 9

“THE FOUNDATION OF GOD’S GOVERNMENT”

February 24 - March 1

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, May 31%, 2024
The Faith I Live By,
Chapter 10, pp. 307
“A People Who Keep God’s Law”
October 28"

The Church Militant
Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
Revelation 14:12

We are standing upon the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecies are fulfilling. Strange, eventful
history is being recorded in the books of heaven. Everything in our world is in agitation.... Only a moment of time,
as it were, yet remains....

Satan is busily laying his plans for the last mighty conflict, when all will take sides....

Men in their blindness boast of wonderful progress and enlightenment; but to the eye of Omniscience are
revealed the inward guilt and depravity. The heavenly watchers see the earth filled with violence and crime. Wealth
is obtained by every species of robbery, not robbery of men only, but of God. Men are using His means to gratify
their selfishness. Everything they can grasp is made to minister to their greed. Avarice and sensuality prevail. Men
cherish the attributes of the first great deceiver. They ... have become imbued with his spirit.

But the cloud of judicial wrath hangs over them, containing the elements that destroyed Sodom. In his visions of
things to come the prophet John beheld this scene. This demon worship was revealed to him, and it seemed to him
as if the whole world were standing on the brink of perdition. But as he looked with intense interest he beheld the
company of God’s commandment-keeping people. They had upon their foreheads the seal of the living God, and
he said: “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.”

This distinctive banner ... [Revelation 14:12 quoted] is to be borne through the world to the close of probation.
This is not a time to haul down our colours, to be ashamed of our faith.105

Every man is to stand in his lot and place, thinking, speaking, and acting in harmony with the Spirit of God.
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Maranatha, The LORD is Coming!
Chapter 7, pp. 213
“Fiery Trial and Witness of the Church”

July 24™
The Remnant and the Sealing

And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?

Zechariah 3:2

The remnant church will be brought into great trial and distress. Those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus, will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world as his subjects; he has
gained control of the apostate churches. But here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy. If he could
blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so
in the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people of God. All will be required to
render obedience to human edicts in violation of the divine law. Those who will be true to God and to duty will be
menaced, denounced, and proscribed. They will be betrayed “both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and
friends.”

Their only hope is in the mercy of God; their only defense will be prayer. As Joshua was pleading before the
Angel, so the remnant church, with brokenness of heart and earnest faith, will plead for pardon and deliverance
through Jesus their Advocate....

Satan urges before God his accusations against them, declaring that they have by their sins forfeited the divine
protection, and claiming the right to destroy them as transgressors....

But while the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given themselves to the control of evil. They have
put away their sins, and have sought the Lord in humility and contrition, and the divine Advocate pleads in their
behalf....

The people of God are sighing and crying for the abominations done in the land. With tears they warn the
wicked of their danger in trampling upon the divine law, and with unutterable sorrow they humble themselves
before the Lord on account of their own transgressions. The wicked mock their sorrow, ridicule their solemn
appeals, and sneer at what they term their weakness. But the anguish and humiliation of God’s people is
unmistakable evidence that they are regaining the strength and nobility of character lost in consequence of sin....

While Satan was urging his accusations, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon them the
seal of the living God.
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LESSON 10

“SPIRITUALISM EXPOSED”
March 2 - March 8

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, June 7™, 2024

This Day With God,
Chapter 8, pp. 247

August 26"
Beware the Occult

And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep,
and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?

Isaiah 8:19

Spiritualism is the masterpiece of deception. It is Satan’s most successful and fascinating delusion—one
calculated to take hold of the sympathies of those who have laid their loved ones in the grave. Evil angels come in
the form of those loved ones, and relate incidents connected with their lives, and perform acts which they
performed while living. In this way they lead persons to believe that their dead friends are angels, hovering over
them, and communicating with them. These evil angels, who assume to be the deceased friends, are regarded with
a certain idolatry, and with many their word has greater weight than the Word of God. Thus men and women are
led to reject the truth, and give “heed to seducing spirits.”

The Word of God declares in positive terms that “the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not
anything, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their
hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in anything that is done
under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6). This plain scripture directly contradicts the teaching of Spiritualism, and if it
were heeded would save souls from the snare of the enemy.

Many are investigating Spiritualism simply from curiosity. They have no real faith in it, and would start back
horrified at the idea of becoming mediums; but they are venturing on forbidden and dangerous ground. When they
are fast in the toils of the deceiver, they find they are in the power of him who makes the most abject slaves of his
servants, and nothing can deliver them but the power of God. The only safety for us is in trusting implicitly and
following faithfully the instruction of the Word of God. The Bible is the only chart that marks out the narrow path
which shuns the pitfalls of destruction....

What love, what wonderful love, that God bears with the perversity of His people, and sends help to every soul
that desires to do His will, and forsake sin! If man will but cooperate with the agencies of Heaven, he may come
off more than conqueror. Fallen creatures as we are, capable of the most revolting crimes, yet we may become
victors.—The Signs of the Times, August 26, 1889
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Preparation Day, June 7™, 2024

Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing,
Chapter 95, pp. 139-140

“Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life.”—Matthew 7:14

“Not Judging, But Doing”

Yet do not therefore conclude that the upward path is the hard and the downward road the easy way.
All along the road that leads to death there are pains and penalties, there are sorrows and
disappointments, there are warnings not to go on. God’s love has made it hard for the heedless and
headstrong to destroy themselves. It is true that Satan’s path is made to appear attractive, but it is all a
deception; in the way of evil there are bitter remorse and cankering care. We may think it pleasant to
follow pride and worldly ambition, but the end is pain and sorrow. Selfish plans may present flattering
promises and hold out the hope of enjoyment, but we shall find that our happiness is poisoned and our
life embittered by hopes that center in self. In the downward road the gateway may be bright with
flowers, but thorns are in the path. The light of hope which shines from its entrance fades into the
darkness of despair, and the soul who follows that path descends into the shadows of unending night.

“The way of transgressors is hard,” but wisdom’s “ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are
peace.” Proverbs 13:15; 3:17. Every act of obedience to Christ, every act of self-denial for His sake,
every trial well endured, every victory gained over temptation, is a step in the march to the glory of final
victory. If we take Christ for our guide, He will lead us safely. The veriest sinner need not miss his way.
Not one trembling seeker need fail of walking in pure and holy light. Though the path is so narrow, so
holy that sin cannot be tolerated therein, yet access has been secured for all, and not one doubting,
trembling soul need say, “God cares nought for me.”

The road may be rough and the ascent steep; there may be pitfalls upon the right hand and upon the
left; we may have to endure toil in our journey; when weary, when longing for rest, we may have to toil
on; when faint, we may have to fight; when discouraged, we must still hope; but with Christ as our guide
we shall not fail of reaching the desired haven at last. Christ Himself has trodden the rough way before us
and has smoothed the path for our feet.

And all the way up the steep road leading to eternal life are well-springs of joy to refresh the weary.
Those who walk in wisdom’s ways are, even in tribulation, exceeding joyful; for He whom their soul
loves, walks, invisible, beside them. At each upward step they discern more distinctly the touch of His
hand; at every step brighter gleamings of glory from the Unseen fall upon their path; and their songs of
praise, reaching ever a higher note, ascend to join the songs of angels before the throne. “The path of the
righteous is as the light of dawn, that shines more and more unto the perfect day.” Proverbs 4:18 , R.V.,
margin.
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LESSON 11

“THE IMPENDING CONFLICT”
March 9 - March 15

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, June 14™, 2024

From Heaven with Love
Chapter 13, pp. 79-80
“The Victory”

Satan Remains a Defeated Foe

In his summary dismissal Satan had proof that Jesus was the Son of God. Divinity flashed through suffering
humanity. Writhing with humiliation and rage, Satan was forced to withdraw from the presence of the world’s
Redeemer. Christ’s victory was as complete as had been the failure of Adam.

So we may resist temptation and force Satan to depart from us. Jesus gained the victory through submission and
faith in God, and by the apostle He says to us, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.” James 4:7, 8. “The name of the Lord is a strong
tower: the righteous run into it, and are safe.” Proverbs 18:10. Satan trembles before the weakest soul who finds
refuge in that mighty name.

After the foe had departed, Jesus fell exhausted, with the pallor of death on His face. Angels had watched their
loved Commander as He had endured the test, greater than we shall ever be called to endure. They now ministered
to the Son of God as He lay like one dying. He was strengthened with food, comforted with the assurance that all
heaven triumphed in His victory. Warming to life again, His great heart went out in sympathy for man, and He
went forth to complete the work He had begun; to rest not until the foe was vanquished and our fallen race
redeemed.

Never can the cost of redemption be realized until the redeemed stand with the Redeemer before the throne of
God. Then, as the glories of the eternal home burst upon our enraptured senses, we shall remember that Jesus left
all this for us; that for us He took the risk of failure and eternal loss. “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” Revelation 5:12
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Maranatha, The Lord is Coming!
Chapter 6, pp. 177

“Events Preceding The Second Coming”

June 18"
Wisdom Needed by Sabbath-keepers

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves.

Matthew 10:16

When the practices of the people do not come in conflict with the law of God, you may conform to them. If the
workers fail to do this, they will not only hinder their own work, but they will place stumbling blocks in the way of
those for whom they labour, and hinder them from accepting the truth. On Sunday there is the very best
opportunity for those who are missionaries to hold Sunday schools, and come to the people in the simplest manner
possible, telling them of the love of Jesus for sinners, and educating them in the Scriptures....

At present Sunday-keeping is not the test. The time will come when men will not only forbid Sunday work, but
they will try to force men to labour on the Sabbath, and to subscribe to Sunday observance or forfeit their freedom
and their lives. But the time for this has not yet come, for the truth must be presented more fully before the people
as a witness....

The light that I have is that God’s servants should go quietly to work, preaching the grand, precious truths of the
Bible—Christ and Him crucified. His love and infinite sacrifice—showing that the reason why Christ died is
because the law of God is immutable, unchangeable, eternal. The Sabbath must be taught in a decided manner, but
be cautious how you deal with the idol Sunday. A word to the wise is sufficient....

Refraining from work on Sunday is not receiving the mark of the beast; and where this will advance the
interests of the work, it should be done. We should not go out of our way to work on Sunday....

When those who hear and see the light on the Sabbath take their stand upon the truth to keep God’s holy day,
difficulties will arise; for efforts will be brought to bear against them to compel men and women to transgress the
law of God. Here they must stand firm, that they will not violate the law of God; and if the opposition and
persecution are determinedly kept up, let them heed the words of Christ: “When they persecute you in this city, flee
ye into another.
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LESSON 12

“EARTH’S CLOSING EVENTS”
March 16 - March 22

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, June 21%, 2024

Sons and Daughters of God
Chapter 12, pp. 369

“We Receive Our Inheritance”

December 28"
We Are Presented to the Father as Overcomers

He that overcomes, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and | will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

Revelation 3:5

The expression, “He that overcomes,” indicates that there is something for every one of us to overcome. The
overcomer is to be clothed in the white raiment of Christ’s righteousness, and of him it is written: “I will not blot
out his name out of the book of life, but | will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.” O, what a
privilege it is to be an overcomer, and to have our names presented before the Father by the Saviour Himself!

What a precious assurance is contained in this promise! What greater inducement could be presented to us to
become the sons and daughters of God? Who will put on the whole armour? Who will enlist under the blood-
stained banner of Prince Emmanuel? ... Divine enlightenment may come to every struggling, tempted child of God
in order that he need not fall in the strife with the powers of darkness, but be a conqueror in every battle.

The spotless robe of Christ’s righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, yet faithful children of God....
Their names are retained in the Lamb’s book of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages. They have resisted the
wiles of the deceiver; they have not been turned from their loyalty by the dragon’s roar. Now they are eternally
secure from the tempter’s devices.... The remnant are not only pardoned and accepted, but honoured. “A fair mitre”
is set upon their heads. They are to be as kings and priests unto God. While Satan was urging his accusations and
seeking to destroy this company, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon them the seal of the
living God. These are they that stand upon Mount Zion with the Lamb, having the Father’s name written in their
foreheads.

Maranatha, “Confusion of Many Voices,” p. 189.
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Preparation Day, June 21%, 2024

Maranatha, The Lord is Coming!
Chapter 6, pp. 189

“Events Preceding the Second Coming”

June 30™
Confusion of Many Voices

And | heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

Revelation 18:4

In the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls are made to the churches. The second angel’s
message is, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication.” And in the loud cry of the third angel’s message a voice is heard from heaven saying, “Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.”

As God called the children of Israel out of Egypt, that they might keep His Sabbath, so He calls His people out
of Babylon, that they may not worship the beast or his image....

After the truth has been proclaimed as a witness to all nations, every conceivable power of evil will be set in
operation, and minds will be confused by many voices crying, “Lo, here is Christ, Lo, He is there. This is the truth,
I have the message from God, He has sent me with great light.” Then there will be a removing of the landmarks,
and an attempt to tear down the pillars of our faith. A more decided effort will be made to exalt the false sabbath,
and to cast contempt upon God Himself by supplanting the day He has blessed and sanctified. This false sabbath is
to be enforced by an oppressive law.... But while Satan works with his lying wonders, the time will be fulfilled
foretold in the Revelation, and the mighty angel that shall lighten the earth with his glory, will proclaim the fall of
Babylon, and call upon God’s people to forsake her.

When do her sins reach unto heaven? When the law of God is finally made void by legislation. Then the
extremity of God’s people is His opportunity to show who is the governor of heaven and earth. As a Satanic power
is stirring up the elements from beneath, God will send light and power to His people, that the message of truth
may be proclaimed to all the world.
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LESSON 13

“THE TRIUMPH OF GOD’S LOVE”

March 23 - March 29

EGW Study Notes 1
Preparation Day, June 28", 2024
Sons and Daughters of God
Chapter 9, pp. 269
“We Are Labourers Together With God”
September 19"
Defenders of the Faith

Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
Jude 3

Crime of every type is increasing in the world, and the earth is defiled under the inhabitants thereof. The eternal
plans of God are about to be fulfilled, and the end of all things is at hand. This is a time when those who have a
knowledge of the truth of God should be ranging themselves on the side of the blood-stained banner of Prince
Emmanuel. They should stand forth as defenders of the faith delivered to the saints. They should make manifest to
the world what it is to keep the commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus. They should let their light shine
forth in clear, strong rays upon the pathway of those who walk in darkness. The soldiers of Christ should stand
shoulder to shoulder, loyal to truth, vindicators of the law of Jehovah.

Those who depart from the plain precepts of God, will support error, and be ranged against the soldiers of
Christ. They will make manifest who is their leader by the course they will pursue in opposing the truth of God,
and in enforcing error on the conscience by oppressive measures. It is now time to take a decided stand on the side
of truth; and as God has given to everyone his measure of influence, he should exert it to the glory of God and for
the good of his associates. Not one of the faithful stewards of Christ will be idle in such a time as this, or will be
content to live simply for self. Those who are in communion with Christ will realize that there are souls on every
side who may be benefited by their help, example, and influence. They will realize that they may be agents through
whom Jesus will work to save those for whom He died. This should be the experience of all who profess to believe
the third angel’s message. Young and old should have a rich, joyful, abundant experience in the religion of Christ.
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Preparation Day, June 28", 2024

Sons and Daughters of God
Chapter 12, pp. 357

“We Receive Our Inheritance”

December 16™
Christ Comes With Power and Great Glory

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory.

Matthew 25:31

No human language can portray the scenes of the second coming of the Son of Man in the clouds of
heaven.... He will come clad in the robe of light, which He has worn from the days of eternity. Angels
will accompany Him. Ten thousand times ten thousand will escort Him on His way. The sound of the
trumpet will be heard, calling the sleeping dead from the grave. The voice of Christ will penetrate the
tomb, and pierce the ears of the dead, “and all that are in the graves ... shall come forth.”

Christ is coming with power and great glory. He is coming with His own glory, and with the glory of
the Father. And the holy angels will attend Him on His way. While all the world is plunged in darkness,
there will be light in every dwelling of the saints. They will catch the first light of His second appearing.
The unsullied light will shine from His splendour, and Christ the Redeemer will be admired by all who
have served Him. While the wicked flee, Christ’s followers will rejoice in His presence.

“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shines even unto the west; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be.” He is to be accompanied by all the hosts of heaven.... “And he shall send his angels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect.” ...

Not until the personal advent of Christ can His people receive the kingdom.... Man in his present state
is mortal, corruptible; but the kingdom of God will be incorruptible, enduring forever. Therefore man in
his present state cannot enter into the kingdom of God. But when Jesus comes, He confers immortality
upon His people; and then He calls them to inherit the kingdom of which they have hitherto been only
heirs.
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