
The Book of Mark   3rd Quarter 2024 

1 

 

FRONT COVER 

  

Name 

LESSON 

STUDY HELPS 

The Book of Mark 

Jul | Aug | Sep 2024 



The Book of Mark   3rd Quarter 2024 

2 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

The Book of Mark 
 

From the beginning of Mark, the reader knows who Jesus is—the Messiah, the Son of God (Mark 1:1). 

However, people in the story struggle with understanding just who He is and what He is all about—except for those 

with demons. They know exactly who He is! The demons recognize Him and wither before His mighty words. 

 

But Jesus rather consistently commands that they keep this information quiet. Why this command for secrecy? 

Bible students for centuries have mulled over this question. It even has a name in scholarship—the Messianic 

Secret. Why would a Gospel want us to keep quiet about who Jesus is? 

 

What will become clear in this journey through the Gospel of Mark is that not only is there secrecy in this 

book—there also is amazing revelation. It can rightly be called the revelation/secrecy motif, and it runs through the 

Gospel of Mark. Although, at the end of the book, all the secrecy is surprisingly replaced with a powerful 

revelation of Jesus. 

 

Mark can be divided into two distinct sections—halves, actually. Chapter one through near the end of chapter 

eight deals with the crucial question, Who is Jesus? The answer is displayed in His teachings and His miracles.  

 

Again and again He defeats evil, brings hope to the oppressed, and teaches compelling truths that cut to the 

heart of human existence. All this shouts to the reader that He is the Messiah, the Christ, whom the Hebrew people 

have long been awaiting. 

 

However, it is not until the middle of the book that someone not demon-possessed rightly declares who He is, 

thereby answering the question of the first half of the book about Christ’s identity. And that person is Peter, who 

declares, “ ‘You are the Christ’ ” (Mark 8:29, ESV). 

 

The second half of Mark, from Mark 8:31 to the end of the book, answers the question, Where is Jesus going? 

The answer is shocking. He is going to the cross, the most ignominious and shameful manner of death in the 

Roman world. And it is such an unexpected destination for the Messiah, who His followers think will defeat Rome 

and establish Israel as a powerful nation. 

 

Jesus’ bumbling disciples cannot fathom what He is saying. As the book progresses, they ask less and less about 

this painful topic until finally they are reduced to silence in the face of the unwelcome truth. 

 

Things look gloomier and gloomier when Jesus confronts the religious leaders who plot His demise. The 

disciples, hopeful of a glorious kingdom, are shocked by an arrest, trial, and crucifixion that defies their 

expectations. 

 

But through all this, Jesus keeps a clear and consistent message of where He is going and what it means that He 

will die and rise again. The bread and cup of the Last Supper will represent His body and blood (Mark 14:22–25), 

and He will become a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). 

 

This does not mean He went to the cross in stoic calmness. In Gethsemane He struggles with the decision (Mark 

14:32–42), and on the cross He cries out in despair, “ ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’ ” (Mark 

15:34, NKJV). The Gospel of Mark shows us the darkness that Christ experienced, the cost of our salvation. But 

the cross is not the end of the journey. After His resurrection, He plans a meeting with His disciples in Galilee—

and, as we know, the Christian church began. 

 

It is a most remarkable story, told in a terse, fast-moving style with little commentary from the Gospel writer 

himself. He simply tells the story and then lets the words, the deeds, the actions, speak for themselves regarding the 

life and death of Jesus of Nazareth. 
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LESSON 1 

 

“HOW GOD COMMUNICATES WITH MAN” 

 

June 29 — July 5 

 

 STUDY HELPS :   Selected Messages, “John Called to a Special Work,” Book 1, pp. 411, 412.  

 The Acts of the Apostles, “Heralds of the Gospel,” pp. 166–176 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Sabbath, July 5
th

, 2024 

 

Selected Messages, Book 1, 
Chapter 65, pp. 411, 412. 

 

“How to Meet a Controverted Point of Doctrine” 
[MORNING TALK AT BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN, JAN. 29, 1890,WHICH WAS PRINTED IN THE 

REVIEW AND HERALD OF FEB. 18, 1890.] 

 

 

“John Called to a Special Work,” 
 

John was called to do a special work; he was to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight His paths. The 

Lord did not send him to the school of the prophets and rabbis. He took him away from the assemblies of men to 

the desert, that he might learn of nature and nature's God. God did not desire him to have the mould of the priests 

and rulers. He was called to do a special work. The Lord gave him his message. Did he go to the priests and rulers 

and ask if he might proclaim this message?—No, God put him away from them that he might not be influenced by 

their spirit and teaching. He was the voice of one crying in the wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be 

made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain; and the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it" (Isaiah 40:3-5). This is the 

very message that must be given to our people; we are near the end of time, and the message is, Clear the King's 

highway; gather out the stones; raise up a standard for the people. The people must be awakened. It is no time now 

to cry peace and safety. We are exhorted to "cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my 

people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins" (Isaiah 5:1).  {1SM 410.1}   

 

     The light of the glory of God shone upon our Representative, and this fact says to us that the glory of God may 

shine upon us. With His human arm, Jesus encircled the race, and with His divine arm He grasped the throne of the 

Infinite, connecting man with God, and earth with heaven.  {1SM 410.2}   

 

     The light of the glory of God must fall upon us. We need the holy unction from on high. However intelligent, 

however learned a man may be, he is not qualified to teach unless he has a firm hold on the God of Israel. He who 

is connected with Heaven will do the works of Christ. By faith in God he will have power to move upon humanity. 

He will seek for the lost sheep of the house of Israel. If divine power does not combine with human effort, I would 

not give a straw for all that the greatest man could do. The Holy Spirit is wanting in our work. Nothing frightens 

me more than to see the spirit of variance manifested by our brethren. We are on dangerous ground when we 

cannot meet together like Christians, and courteously examine controverted points. I feel like fleeing from the place 

lest I receive the mould of those who cannot candidly investigate the doctrines of the Bible.  {1SM 411.1}  

  

     Those who cannot impartially examine the evidences of a position that differs from theirs, are not fit to teach in 

any department of God's cause. What we need is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Without this, we are no more fitted 

to go forth to the world than were the disciples after the crucifixion of their Lord. Jesus knew their destitution, and 

told them to tarry in Jerusalem until they should be endowed with power from on high. Every teacher must be a 

learner, that his eyes may be anointed to see the evidences of the advancing truth of God. The beams of the Sun of 

Righteousness must shine into his own heart if he would impart light to others.  {1SM 411.2}   

 

     No one is able to explain the Scriptures without the aid of the Holy Spirit. But when you take up the Word of 

God with a humble, teachable heart, the angels of God will be by your side to impress you with evidences of the 

truth. When the Spirit of God rests upon you, there will be no feeling of envy or jealousy in examining another's 

position; there will be no spirit of accusation and criticism, such as Satan inspired in the hearts of the Jewish 

leaders against Christ. As Christ said to Nicodemus, so I say to you, "Ye must be born again." "Except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:7, 3). You must have the divine mould before you can 
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discern the sacred claims of the truth. Unless the teacher is a learner in the school of Christ, he is not fitted to teach 

others.  {1SM 411.3} 
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EGW Study Notes 2 

Sabbath, July 5
th

, 2024 

 

The Acts of the Apostles 
Chapter 17, pp. 166–176 

 

“Heralds of the Gospel” 

 

"Sent forth by the Holy Ghost," Paul and Barnabas, after their ordination by the brethren in Antioch, "departed unto 

Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus." Thus the apostles began their first missionary journey.  {AA 

166.1}   

 

     Cyprus was one of the places to which the believers had fled from Jerusalem because of the persecution 

following the death of Stephen. It was from Cyprus that certain men had journeyed to Antioch, "preaching the Lord 

Jesus." Acts 11:20. Barnabas himself was "of the country of Cyprus" (Acts 4:36); and now he and Paul, 

accompanied by John Mark, a kinsman of Barnabas, visited this island field.  {AA 166.2}   

 

     Mark's mother was a convert to the Christian religion, and her home at Jerusalem was an asylum for the 

disciples. There they were always sure of a welcome and a season of rest. It was during one of these visits of the 

apostles to his mother's home, that Mark proposed to Paul and Barnabas that he should accompany them on their 

missionary tour. He felt the favour of God in his heart and longed to devote himself entirely to the work of the 

gospel ministry.  {AA 166.3}   

 

     Arriving at Salamis, the apostles "preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. . . . And when they 

had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was  Bar-

Jesus: which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, 

and desired to hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, 

seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith."  {AA 167.1} 

   

     Not without a struggle does Satan allow the kingdom of God to be built up in the earth. The forces of evil are 

engaged in unceasing warfare against the agencies appointed for the spread of the gospel, and these powers of 

darkness are especially active when the truth is proclaimed before men of repute and sterling integrity. Thus it was 

when Sergius Paulus, the deputy of Cyprus, was listening to the gospel message. The deputy had sent for the 

apostles, that he might be instructed in the message they had come to bear, and now the forces of evil, working 

through the sorcerer Elymas, sought with their baleful suggestions to turn him from the faith and so thwart the 

purpose of God.  {AA 167.2}   

 

     Thus the fallen foe ever works to keep in his ranks men of influence who, if converted, might render effective 

service in God's cause. But the faithful gospel worker need not fear defeat at the hand of the enemy; for it is his 

privilege to be endued  with power from above to withstand every satanic influence.  {AA 167.3}   

 

     Although sorely beset by Satan, Paul had the courage to rebuke the one through whom the enemy was working. 

"Filled with the Holy Ghost," the apostle "set his eyes on him, and said, O full of all subtlety and all mischief, thou 

child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? And 

now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And 

immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 

Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord."  {AA 168.1} 

   

     The sorcerer had closed his eyes to the evidences of gospel truth, and the Lord, in righteous anger, caused his 

natural eyes to be closed, shutting out from him the light of day. This blindness was not permanent, but only for a 

season, that he might be warned to repent and seek pardon of the God whom he had so grievously offended. The 

confusion into which he was thus brought made of no effect his subtle arts against the doctrine of Christ. The fact 

that he was obliged to grope about in blindness proved to all that the miracles which the apostles had performed, 
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and which Elymas had denounced as sleight of hand, were wrought by the power of God. The deputy, convinced of 

the truth of the doctrine taught by the apostles, accepted the gospel. {AA 168.2}   

 

     Elymas was not a man of education, yet he was peculiarly fitted to do the work of Satan. Those who preach the 

truth of God will meet the wily foe in many different forms. Sometimes it will be in the person of learned, but more 

often of ignorant, men, whom Satan has trained to be successful instruments to deceive souls. It is the duty of the 

minister of Christ to stand faithful at his post, in the fear of God and in the power of His might. Thus he may put to 

confusion the hosts of Satan and may triumph in the name of the Lord.  {AA 169.1}   

 

     Paul and his company continued their journey, going to Perga, in Pamphylia. Their way was toilsome; they 

encountered hardships and privations, and were beset with dangers on every side. In the towns and cities through 

which they passed, and along the lonely highways, they were surrounded by dangers seen and unseen. But Paul and 

Barnabas had learned to trust God's power to deliver. Their hearts were filled with fervent love for perishing souls. 

As faithful shepherds in search of the lost sheep, they gave no thought to their own ease and convenience. Forgetful 

of self, they faltered not when weary, hungry, and cold. They had in view but one object--the salvation of those 

who had wandered far from the fold.  {AA 169.2}   

 

     It was here that Mark, overwhelmed with fear and discouragement, wavered for a time in his purpose to give 

himself wholeheartedly to the Lord's work. Unused to hardships, he was disheartened by the perils and privations 

of the way. He had laboured with success under favourable circumstances; but now, amidst the opposition and 

perils that so often beset the pioneer worker, he failed to endure hardness as a good soldier of the cross. He had yet 

to learn to face danger and persecution and adversity with a brave heart. As the apostles advanced, and still greater 

difficulties were apprehended, Mark was intimidated and, losing all courage, refused to go farther and returned to 

Jerusalem.  {AA 169.3}   

 

     This desertion caused Paul to judge Mark unfavourably, and even severely, for a time. Barnabas, on the other 

hand, was inclined to excuse him because of his inexperience. He felt anxious that Mark should not abandon the 

ministry, for he saw in him qualifications that would fit him to be a useful worker for Christ. In after years his 

solicitude in Mark's behalf was richly rewarded, for the young man gave himself unreservedly to the Lord and to 

the work of proclaiming the gospel message in difficult fields. Under the blessing of God, and the wise training of 

Barnabas, he developed into a valuable worker.  {AA 170.1}   

 

     Paul was afterward reconciled to Mark and received him as a fellow labourer. He also recommended him to the 

Colossians as one who was a fellow worker "unto the kingdom of God," and "a comfort unto me." Colossians 4:11. 

Again, not long before his own death, he spoke of Mark as "profitable" to him "for the ministry." 2 Timothy 4:11.  

{AA 170.2}   

 

     After the departure of Mark, Paul and Barnabas visited Antioch in Pisidia and on the Sabbath day went into the 

Jewish synagogue and sat down. "After the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent 

unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on." Being thus 

invited to speak, "Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give 

audience." Then followed a wonderful discourse. He proceeded to give a history of the manner in which the Lord 

had dealt with the Jews from the time of their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, and how a Saviour had been 

promised, of the seed of David, and he boldly declared that "of this man's seed hath God according to His promise 

raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: when John had first preached before His coming the baptism of repentance to all 

the people of Israel. And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not He. But, behold, 

there cometh One after me, whose shoes of His feet I am not worthy to loose." Thus with power he preached Jesus 

as the Saviour of men, the Messiah of prophecy.  {AA 170.3} 

  

     Having made this declaration, Paul said, "Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever 

among you fears God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, 

because they knew Him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath day, they have 

fulfilled them in condemning Him."  {AA 171.1}   

 

     Paul did not hesitate to speak the plain truth concerning the rejection of the Saviour by the Jewish leaders. 

"Though they found no cause of death in Him," the apostle declared, "yet desired they Pilate that He should be 



The Book of Mark   3rd Quarter 2024 

12 

 

slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was written of Him, they took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a 

sepulchre. But God raised Him from the dead: and He was seen many days of them which came up with Him from 

Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses unto the people."  {AA 171.2}  

 

     "We declare unto you glad tidings," the apostle continued, "how that the promise which was made unto the 

fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that He hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written 

in the second psalm, Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee. And as concerning that He raised Him up 

from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, He said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. 

Wherefore He saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. For David, after 

he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw 

corruption: but He, whom God raised again, saw no corruption."  {AA 172.1}  

 

     And now, having spoken plainly of the fulfillment of familiar prophecies concerning the Messiah, Paul preached 

unto them repentance and the remission of sin through the merits of Jesus their Saviour. "Be it known unto you," he 

said, "that through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified 

from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses."  {AA 172.2}   

 

     The Spirit of God accompanied the words that were spoken, and hearts were touched. The apostle's appeal to 

Old Testament prophecies, and his declaration that these had been fulfilled in the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, 

carried conviction to many a soul longing for the advent of the promised Messiah. And the speaker's words of 

assurance that the "glad tidings" of salvation were for Jew and Gentile alike, brought hope and joy to those who 

had not been numbered among the children of Abraham according to the flesh.  {AA 172.3}   

 

     "When the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to 

them the next Sabbath." The congregation having finally broken up, "many of the Jews and religious proselytes," 

who had accepted the glad tidings borne to them that day, "followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, 

persuaded them to continue in the grace of God."  {AA 173.1}   

 

     The interest aroused in Antioch of Pisidia by Paul's discourse brought together on the next Sabbath day, "almost 

the whole city . . . to hear the word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and 

spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.  {AA 173.2}   

 

     "Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been 

spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 

Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou should 

be for salvation unto the ends of the earth."  {AA 173.3}   

 

     "When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were 

ordained to eternal life believed." They rejoiced exceedingly that Christ recognized them as the children of God, 

and with grateful hearts they listened to the word preached. Those who believed were zealous in communicating 

the gospel message to others, and thus "the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region."  {AA 

173.4}   

 

     Centuries before, the pen of inspiration had traced this ingathering of the Gentiles; but those prophetic 

utterances had been but dimly understood. Hosea had said: "Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the 

sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was 

said unto them, Ye are not My people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God." And 

again: "I will sow her unto Me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will 

say to them which were not My people, Thou art My people; and they shall say, Thou art my God." Hosea 1:10; 

2:23.  {AA 174.1}  

 

     The Saviour Himself, during His earthly ministry, foretold the spread of the gospel among the Gentiles. In the 

parable of the vineyard He declared to the impenitent Jews, "The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 

given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof." Matthew 21:43. And after His resurrection He commissioned 

His disciples to go "into all the world" and "teach all nations." They were to leave none unwarned, but were to 

"preach the gospel to every creature." Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15.  {AA 174.2}   
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     In turning to the Gentiles in Antioch of Pisidia, Paul and Barnabas did not cease labouring for the Jews 

elsewhere, wherever there was a favourable opportunity to gain a hearing. Later, in Thessalonica, in Corinth, in 

Ephesus, and in other important centers, Paul and his companions in labour preached the gospel to both Jews and 

Gentiles. But their chief energies were henceforth directed toward the building up of the kingdom of God in 

heathen territory, among peoples who had but little or no knowledge of the true God and of His Son.  {AA 174.3} 

  

     The hearts of Paul and his associate workers were drawn out in behalf of those who were "without Christ, being 

aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 

God in the world." Through the untiring ministrations of the apostles to the Gentiles, the "strangers and foreigners," 

who "sometimes were far off," learned that they had been "made nigh by the blood of Christ," and that through 

faith in His atoning sacrifice they might become "fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God." 

Ephesians 2:12, 13, 19.  {AA 175.1}   

 

     Advancing in faith, Paul laboured unceasingly for the upbuilding of God's kingdom among those who had been 

neglected by the teachers in Israel. Constantly he exalted Christ Jesus as "the King of kings, and Lord of lords" (1 

Timothy 6:15), and exhorted the believers to be "rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith." 

Colossians 2:7.  {AA 175.2}   

 

     To those who believe, Christ is a sure foundation. Upon this living stone, Jews and Gentiles alike may build. It 

is broad enough for all and strong enough to sustain the weight and burden of the whole world. This is a fact  

plainly recognized by Paul himself. In the closing days of his ministry, when addressing a group of Gentile 

believers who had remained steadfast in their love of the gospel truth, the apostle wrote, "Ye . . . are built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone." Ephesians 2:19, 20.  

{AA 175.3}  

 

     As the gospel message spread in Pisidia, the unbelieving Jews of Antioch in their blind prejudice "stirred up the 

devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, 

and expelled them" from that district.  {AA 176.1}   

 

     The apostles were not discouraged by this treatment; they remembered the words of their Master: "Blessed are 

ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were 

before you." Matthew 5:11, 12.  {AA 176.2}   

 

     The gospel message was advancing, and the apostles had every reason for feeling encouraged. Their labours had 

been richly blessed among the Pisidians at Antioch, and the believers whom they left to carry forward the work 

alone for a time, "were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost."  {AA 176.3} 
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LESSON 2 

 
“THAT YE BEAR MUCH FRUIT” 

 

July 6 — July 12 

 

STUDY HELP :   Reflecting Christ, “Fishers of Men Need the Divine Presence,” p. 237;  

 The Desire of Ages, “Thou Canst Make Me Clean,” pp. 262–266. 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, July 12
th

, 2024 

 

 

Reflecting Christ  
Chapter 8, p. 237 

 

“Fishers of Men Need the Divine Presence” 
 

 

August 11
th

   

 

Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a 

draught.... And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.  

 

Luke 5:4-6 

 

Everyone who in living faith follows Jesus, with an eye single to His glory, will see the salvation of God just as 

surely as these discouraged, despondent fishermen saw their boats filled by the miraculous draught. It was because 

Christ was in the ship that they were successful in their efforts to catch fish. The indwelling presence of the Saviour 

is equally necessary in the work of winning souls.  

 

In order to save humanity, Christ, the Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, laid aside His kingly crown and 

royal robe, clothed His divinity with humanity, and came to this earth as our Redeemer. For thirty-three years He 

lived the life of a man among men, meeting the temptations that we must meet, and overcoming through the 

strength imparted from above. His divinity was not manifested in any display of pomp and royal power. He could 

have surrounded Himself with legions of heavenly angels, thereby inducing everyone to believe on Him; but this 

would not have been in accordance with God's purpose.  

 

Christ came to stand at the head of humanity, and to demonstrate that through the power of the Holy Spirit it is 

possible for man to withstand Satan's temptations. With his long human arm the Saviour encircled humanity, while 

with His divine arm He grasped the throne of the Infinite....  

 

We may endeavour to meet the enemy's temptations in our own strength, doing the best we can to overcome; 

but we shall meet with disappointment after disappointment. This was the condition in which Christ found the 

disciples, after their night of unrewarded toil. They were annoyed and perplexed. Directing them to “launch out 

into the deep,” Christ said, “Let down your nets for a draught.”  

 

Long had the fishermen toiled that night; often had they been disappointed in their expectations, as time and again 

the net was drawn up empty. When the Divine Presence was with them, and they, at His bidding, once more cast 

their net into the sea, what an abundance they gathered in! They were unprepared to handle so large a draught.... 

The sight of the miraculous draught of fish swept away the unbelief of the Galilean fishermen, and they were ready 

to respond to Christ's invitation to follow Him, and to learn to be fishers of men.... However long and faithfully we 

may toil in our human strength, we can hope for no real results; but as soon as we welcome Christ into the heart, 

He will work with and through us, to the salvation of souls.—Manuscript 67, 1903. 
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Preparation Day, July 12
th
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The Desire of Ages 
Chapter 27,  pp. 262–266 

 

“Thou Canst Make Me Clean,” 
 

     Of all diseases known in the East the leprosy was most dreaded. Its incurable and contagious character, and its 

horrible effect upon its victims, filled the bravest with fear. Among the Jews it was regarded as a judgment on 

account of sin, and hence was called "the stroke," "the finger of God." Deep-rooted, ineradicable, deadly, it was 

looked upon as a symbol of sin. By the ritual law, the leper was pronounced unclean. Like one already dead, he 

was shut out from the habitations of men. Whatever he touched was unclean. The air was polluted by his breath. 

One who was suspected of having the disease must present himself to the priests, who were to examine and decide 

his case. If pronounced a leper, he was isolated from his family, cut off from the congregation of Israel, and was 

doomed to associate with those only who were similarly afflicted. The law was inflexible in its requirement. Even 

kings and rulers were not exempt. A monarch who was attacked by this terrible disease must yield up the sceptre, 

and flee from society.  {DA 262.1}   

 

     Away from his friends and his kindred, the leper must bear the curse of his malady. He was obliged to publish 

his own calamity, to rend his garments, and sound the alarm, warning all to flee from his contaminating presence. 

The cry, "Unclean! unclean!" coming in mournful tones from the lonely exile, was a signal heard with fear and 

abhorrence.  {DA 262.2}   

 

     In the region of Christ's ministry, there were many of these sufferers, and the news of His work reached them, 

kindling a gleam of hope. But since the days of Elisha the prophet, such a thing had never been known as the 

cleansing of one upon whom this disease had fastened. They dared not expect Jesus to do for them what He had 

never done for any man. There was one, however, in whose heart faith began to spring up. Yet the man knew not 

how to reach Jesus. Debarred as he was from contact with his fellow men, how could he present himself to the 

Healer? And he questioned if Christ would heal him. Would He stoop to notice one believed to be suffering under 

the judgment of God? Would He not, like the Pharisees, and even the physicians, pronounce a curse upon him, and 

warn him to flee from the haunts of men? He thought of all that had been told him of Jesus. Not one who had 

sought His help had been turned away. The wretched man determined to find the Saviour. Though shut out from 

the cities, it might be that he could cross His path in some byway along the mountain roads, or find Him as He was 

teaching outside the towns. The difficulties were great, but this was his only hope.  {DA 262.3}   

 

     The leper is guided to the Saviour. Jesus is teaching beside the lake, and the people are gathered about Him. 

Standing afar off, the leper catches a few words from the Saviour's lips. He sees Him laying His hands upon the 

sick. He sees the lame, the blind, the paralytic, and those dying of various maladies rise up in health, praising God 

for their deliverance. Faith strengthens in his heart. He draws nearer and yet nearer to the gathered throng. The 

restrictions laid upon him, the safety of the people, and the fear with which all men regard him are forgotten. He 

thinks only of the blessed hope of healing.  {DA 263.1}   

 

     He is a loathsome spectacle. The disease has made frightful inroads, and his decaying body is horrible to look 

upon. At sight of him the people fall back in terror. They crowd upon one another in their eagerness to escape from 

contact with him. Some try to prevent him from approaching Jesus, but in vain. He neither sees nor hears them. 

Their expressions of loathing are lost upon him. He sees only the Son of God. He hears only the voice that speaks 

life to the dying. Pressing to Jesus, he casts himself at His feet with the cry, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make 

me clean."  {DA 263.2}   

 

     Jesus replied, "I will; be thou made clean," and laid His hand upon him. Matthew 8:3, R. V.  {DA 263.3}   
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     Immediately a change passed over the leper. His flesh became healthy, the nerves sensitive, the muscles firm. 

The rough, scaly surface peculiar to leprosy disappeared, and a soft glow, like that upon the skin of a healthy child, 

took its place.  {DA 263.4}   

 

     Jesus charged the man not to make known the work that had been wrought, but straightway to present himself 

with an offering at the temple. Such an offering could not be accepted until the priests had made examination and 

pronounced the man wholly free from the disease. However unwilling they might be to perform this service, they 

could not evade an examination and decision of the case.  {DA 264.1}  

     The words of Scripture show with what urgency Christ enjoined upon the man the necessity of silence and 

prompt action. "He straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away; and saith unto him, See thou say nothing to 

any man: but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses 

commanded, for a testimony unto them." Had the priests known the facts concerning the healing of the leper, their 

hatred of Christ might have led them to render a dishonest sentence. Jesus desired the man to present himself at the 

temple before any rumours concerning the miracle had reached them. Thus an impartial decision could be secured, 

and the restored leper would be permitted to unite once more with his family and friends.  {DA 264.2}   

 

     There were other objects which Christ had in view in enjoining silence on the man. The Saviour knew that His 

enemies were ever seeking to limit His work, and to turn the people from Him. He knew that if the healing of the 

leper were noised abroad, other sufferers from this terrible disease would crowd about Him, and the cry would be 

raised that the people would be contaminated by contact with them. Many of the lepers would not so use the gift of 

health as to make it a blessing to themselves or to others. And by drawing the lepers about Him, He would give 

occasion for the charge that He was breaking down the restrictions of the ritual law. Thus His work in preaching 

the gospel would be hindered.  {DA 264.3}   

 

     The event justified Christ's warning. A multitude of people had witnessed the healing of the leper, and they were 

eager to learn of the priests' decision. When the man returned to his friends, there was great excitement. 

Notwithstanding the caution of Jesus, the man made no further effort to conceal the fact of his cure. It would 

indeed have been impossible to conceal it, but the leper published the matter abroad. Conceiving that it was only 

the modesty of Jesus which laid this restriction upon him, he went about proclaiming the power of this Great 

Healer. He did not understand that every such manifestation made the priests and elders more determined to 

destroy Jesus. The restored man felt that the boon of health was very precious. He rejoiced in the vigour of 

manhood, and in his restoration to his family and society, and felt it impossible to refrain from giving glory to the 

Physician who had made him whole. But his act in blazing abroad the matter resulted in hindering the Saviour's 

work. It caused the people to flock to Him in such multitudes that He was forced for a time to cease His labours.  

{DA 264.4}   

 

     Every act of Christ's ministry was far-reaching in its purpose. It comprehended more than appeared in the act 

itself. So in the case of the leper. While Jesus ministered to all who came unto Him, He yearned to bless those who 

came not. While He drew the publicans, the heathen, and the Samaritans, He longed to reach the priests and 

teachers who were shut in by prejudice and tradition. He left untried no means by which they might be reached. In 

sending the healed leper to the priests, He gave them a testimony calculated to disarm their prejudices.  {DA 

265.1}   

 

     The Pharisees had asserted that Christ's teaching was opposed to the law which God had given through Moses; 

but His direction to the cleansed leper to present an offering according to the law disproved this charge. It was 

sufficient testimony for all who were willing to be convinced.  {DA 265.2}   

 

     The leaders at Jerusalem had sent out spies to find some pretext for putting Christ to death. He responded by 

giving them an evidence of His love for humanity, His respect for the law, and His power to deliver from sin and 

death. Thus He bore witness of them: "They have rewarded Me evil for good, and hatred for My love." Psalm 

109:5. He who on the mount gave the precept, "Love your enemies," Himself exemplified the principle, not 

rendering "evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing." Matthew 5:44; 1 Peter 3:9.  {DA 265.3}  

 

     The same priests who condemned the leper to banishment certified his cure. This sentence, publicly pronounced 

and registered, was a standing testimony for Christ. And as the healed man was reinstated in the congregation of 

Israel, upon the priests' own assurance that there was not a taint of the disease upon him, he himself was a living 
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witness for his Benefactor. Joyfully he presented his offering, and magnified the name of Jesus. The priests were 

convinced of the divine power of the Saviour. Opportunity was granted them to know the truth and to be profited 

by the light. Rejected, it would pass away, never to return. By many the light was rejected; yet it was not given in 

vain. Many hearts were moved that for a time made no sign. During the Saviour's life, His mission seemed to call 

forth little response of love from the priests and teachers; but after His ascension "a great company of the priests 

were obedient to the faith." Acts 6:7.  {DA 265.4}   

 

     The work of Christ in cleansing the leper from his terrible disease is an illustration of His work in cleansing the 

soul from sin. The man who came to Jesus was "full of leprosy." Its deadly poison permeated his whole body. The 

disciples sought to prevent their Master from touching him; for he who touched a leper became himself unclean. 

But in laying His hand upon the leper, Jesus received no defilement. His touch imparted life-giving power. The 

leprosy was cleansed. Thus it is with the leprosy of sin,--deep-rooted, deadly, and impossible to be cleansed by 

human power. "The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head 

there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores." Isaiah 1:5, 6. But Jesus, coming to 

dwell in humanity, receives no pollution. His presence has healing virtue for the sinner. Whoever will fall at His 

feet, saying in faith, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean," shall hear the answer, "I will; be thou made 

clean." Matthew 8:2, 3, R. V.  {DA 266.1}   

 

     In some instances of healing, Jesus did not at once grant the blessing sought. But in the case of leprosy, no 

sooner was the appeal made than it was granted. When we pray for earthly blessings, the answer to our prayer may 

be delayed, or God may give us something other than we ask, but not so when we ask for deliverance from sin. It is 

His will to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a holy life. Christ "gave Himself 

for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father." 

Galatians 1:4. And "this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He 

hears us: and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of 

Him." 1 John 5:14, 15. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9.  {DA 266.2} 
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LESSON 3 

 
“IT WAS IMPUTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS” 

 

July 13 — July 19 

 

STUDY HELP :   Selected Messages, “Christ Holds Control,” book 1, pp. 83, 84 

 The Desire of Ages, “The Sabbath,” pp. 281–289 
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Preparation Day, July 19
th

, 2024 

 

Selected Messages, book 1 
Chapter , pp. 83, 84 

 

“Christ Holds Control” 
 

The Gergesenes desired Christ to depart. They of Capernaum received Him, and among them He wrought 

wonderful miracles.  {1SM 83.1}   

 

     Christ has all power in heaven and in earth. He is the Great Physician, upon whom we are to call when suffering 

from physical or spiritual disease. Over the winds and the waves and over men possessed with demons, He showed 

that He possessed absolute control. To Him have been given the keys of death and of hell. Principalities and 

powers were made subject to Him, even while in His humiliation. . . .  {1SM 83.2}   

 

     Why do we not exercise greater faith in the Divine Physician? As He worked for the man with the palsy, so He 

will work today for those who come to Him for healing. We have great need of more faith. I am alarmed as I see 

the lack of faith among our people. We need to come right into the presence of Christ, believing that He will heal 

our physical and spiritual infirmities.  {1SM 83.3}   

 

    We are too faithless. Oh, how I wish that I could lead our people to have faith in God! They need not feel that in 

order to exercise faith they must be wrought up into a high state of excitement. All they have to do is to believe 

God's Word, just as they believe one another's word. He hath said it, and He will perform His Word. Calmly rely 

on His promise, because He means all that He says. Say, He has spoken to me in His Word, and He will fulfill 

every promise that He has made. Do not become restless. Be trustful. God's Word is true. Act as if your heavenly 

Father could be trusted. . . .  {1SM 83.4}   

 

     Men are appointed to proclaim the truth in new places. These men must have funds for their support. And they 

must have a fund to draw upon for the help of the poor and needy whom they meet in their work. The benevolence 

that they show toward the poor gives influence to their efforts to proclaim the truth. Their willingness to help those 

in need gains for them the gratitude of those they help, and the approval of Heaven.  {1SM 84.1}   

 

     These faithful workers should have the sympathies of the church. The Lord will hear prayer in their behalf. And 

the church should not fail to show a practical interest in their work.  {1SM 84.2}   

 

     No one lives to himself. In God's work each one is assigned a post of duty. The union of all strengthens the 

work of each. As the faith and love and unity of the church grow stronger their circle of influence enlarges, and 

ever they are to reach to the farthest limit of this influence, constantly extending the triumphs of the cross.  {1SM 

84.3}   

Arise, Shine 
 

     God calls upon us to burst the bands of our precise, indoor service. The message of the gospel is to be borne in 

the cities and outside of the cities. We are to call upon all to rally around the banner of the cross. When this work is 

done as it should be, when we labour with divine zeal to add converts to the truth, the world will see that a power 

attends the message of truth. The unity of the believers bears testimony to the power of the truth that can bring into 

perfect harmony men of different dispositions, making their interests one.  {1SM 84.4}   

 

     The prayers and offerings of the believers are combined with earnest, self-sacrificing efforts, and they are 

indeed a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. Men are converted anew. The hand that once grasped for 

recompense in higher wages has become the helping hand of God. The believers are united by one interest--the 

desire to make centers of truth where God shall be exalted. Christ joins them together in holy bonds of union and 

love, bonds which have irresistible power.  {1SM 84.5}   
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, 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 
Chapter 29, pp. 281–289 

 
“The Sabbath,” 

 

The Sabbath was hallowed at the creation. As ordained for man, it had its origin when "the morning stars sang 

together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy." Job 38:7. Peace brooded over the world; for earth was in 

harmony with heaven. "God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good;" and He rested in the 

joy of His completed work. Genesis 1:31.  {DA 281.1} 

  

     Because He had rested upon the Sabbath, "God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it,"--set it apart to a holy 

use. He gave it to Adam as a day of rest. It was a memorial of the work of creation, and thus a sign of God's power 

and His love. The Scripture says, "He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered." "The things that are 

made," declare "the invisible things of Him since the creation of the world," "even His everlasting power and 

divinity." Genesis 2:3; Psalm 111:4; Romans 1:20, R. V.  {DA 281.2}  

 

     All things were created by the Son of God. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God. . . . 

All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made." John 1:1-3. And since the 

Sabbath is a memorial of the work of creation, it is a token of the love and power of Christ.  {DA 281.3}  

 

     The Sabbath calls our thoughts to nature, and brings us into communion with the Creator. In the song of the 

bird, the sighing of the trees, and the music of the sea, we still may hear His voice who talked with Adam in Eden 

in the cool of the day. And as we behold His power in nature we find comfort, for the word that created all things is 

that which speaks life to the soul. He "who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 2 Corinthians 4:6.  {DA 281.4}  

  

     It was this thought that awoke the song,--  

 

                "Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through Thy work;  

                 I will triumph in the works of Thy hands.  

                 O Lord, how great are Thy works!  

                 And Thy thoughts are very deep."  

 

                                                 Psalm 92:4, 5.  {DA 282.1}  

 

     And the Holy Spirit through the prophet Isaiah declares: "To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness 

will ye compare unto Him? . . . Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the 

beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is He that sits upon the circle of the earth, 

and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretches out the heavens as a curtain, and spreads them out as 

a tent to dwell in. . . . To whom then will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on 

high, and behold who hath created these things, that brings out their host by number: He calls them all by names by 

the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not one fails. Why say thou, O Jacob, and speak, O 

Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God? Hast thou not known? hast 

thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, faints not, neither is weary? . 

. . He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increases strength." "Fear thou not; for I am 

with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 

with the right hand of My righteousness." "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, 

and there is none else." This is the message written in nature, which the Sabbath is appointed to keep in memory. 

When the Lord bade Israel hallow His Sabbaths, He said, "They shall be a sign between Me and you, that ye may 

know that I am Jehovah your God." Isaiah 40:18-29; 41:10; 45:22; Ezekiel 20:20, R. V.  {DA 282.2}  
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     The Sabbath was embodied in the law given from Sinai; but it was not then first made known as a day of rest. 

The people of Israel had a knowledge of it before they came to Sinai. On the way thither the Sabbath was kept. 

When some profaned it, the Lord reproved them, saying, "How long refuse ye to keep My commandments and My 

laws?" Exodus 16:28.  {DA 283.1}   

 

     The Sabbath was not for Israel merely, but for the world. It had been made known to man in Eden, and, like the 

other precepts of the Decalogue, it is of imperishable obligation. Of that law of which the fourth commandment 

forms a part, Christ declares, "Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law." So 

long as the heavens and the earth endure, the Sabbath will continue as a sign of the Creator's power. And when 

Eden shall bloom on earth again, God's holy rest day will be honoured by all beneath the sun. "From one Sabbath 

to another" the inhabitants of the glorified new earth shall go up "to worship before Me, saith the Lord." Matthew 

5:18; Isaiah 66:23.  {DA 283.2}  

  

     No other institution which was committed to the Jews tended so fully to distinguish them from surrounding 

nations as did the Sabbath. God designed that its observance should designate them as His worshipers. It was to be 

a token of their separation from idolatry, and their connection with the true God. But in order to keep the Sabbath 

holy, men must themselves be holy. Through faith they must become partakers of the righteousness of Christ. 

When the command was given to Israel, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy," the Lord said also to them, 

"Ye shall be holy men unto Me." Exodus 20:8;  22:31. Only thus could the Sabbath distinguish Israel as the 

worshipers of God.  {DA 283.3} 

  

     As the Jews departed from God, and failed to make the righteousness of Christ their own by faith, the Sabbath 

lost its significance to them. Satan was seeking to exalt himself and to draw men away from Christ, and he worked 

to pervert the Sabbath, because it is the sign of the power of Christ. The Jewish leaders accomplished the will of 

Satan by surrounding God's rest day with burdensome requirements. In the days of Christ the Sabbath had become 

so perverted that its observance reflected the character of selfish and arbitrary men rather than the character of the 

loving heavenly Father. The rabbis virtually represented God as giving laws which it was impossible for men to 

obey. They led the people to look upon God as a tyrant, and to think that the observance of the Sabbath, as He 

required it, made men hard-hearted and cruel. It was the work of Christ to clear away these misconceptions. 

Although the rabbis followed Him with merciless hostility, He did not even appear to conform to their 

requirements, but went straight forward, keeping the Sabbath according to the law of God.  {DA 283.4}   

 

     Upon one Sabbath day, as the Saviour and His disciples returned from the place of worship, they passed through 

a field of ripening grain. Jesus had continued His work to a late hour, and while passing through the fields, the 

disciples began to gather the heads of grain, and to eat the kernels after rubbing them in their hands. On any other 

day this act would have excited no comment, for one passing through a field of grain, an orchard, or a vineyard, 

was at liberty to gather what he desired to eat. See Deuteronomy 23:24, 25. But to do this on the Sabbath was held 

to be an act of desecration. Not only was the gathering of the grain a kind of reaping, but the rubbing of it in the 

hands was a kind of threshing. Thus, in the opinion of the rabbis, there was a double offense.  {DA 284.1}   

 

     The spies at once complained to Jesus, saying, "Behold, Thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the 

Sabbath day."  {DA 284.2}   

 

     When accused of Sabbath-breaking at Bethesda, Jesus defended Himself by affirming His Sonship to God, and 

declaring that He worked in harmony with the Father. Now that the disciples are attacked, He cites His accusers to 

examples from the Old Testament, acts performed on the Sabbath by those who were in the service of God.  {DA 

284.3}  

  

     The Jewish teachers prided themselves on their knowledge of the Scriptures, and in the Saviour's answer there 

was an implied rebuke for their ignorance of the Sacred Writings. "Have ye not read so much as this," He said, 

"what David did, when himself was an hungered, and they which were with him; how he went into the house of 

God, and did take and eat the shewbread, . . . which it is not lawful to eat but for the priests alone?" "And He said 

unto them, The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." "Have ye not read in the law, how that 

on the Sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? But I say unto you, That in 

this place is one greater than the temple." "The Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." Luke 6:3, 4; Mark 2:27, 

28; Matthew 12:5, 6.  {DA 285.1}   
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     If it was right for David to satisfy his hunger by eating of the bread that had been set apart to a holy use, then it 

was right for the disciples to supply their need by plucking the grain upon the sacred hours of the Sabbath. Again, 

the priests in the temple performed greater labour on the Sabbath than upon other days. The same labour in secular 

business would be sinful; but the work of the priests was in the service of God. They were performing those rites 

that pointed to the redeeming power of Christ, and their labour was in harmony with the object of the Sabbath. But 

now Christ Himself had come. The disciples, in doing the work of Christ, were engaged in God's service, and that 

which was necessary for the accomplishment of this work it was right to do on the Sabbath day.  {DA 285.2}   

 

     Christ would teach His disciples and His enemies that the service of God is first of all. The object of God's work 

in this world is the redemption of man; therefore that which is necessary to be done on the Sabbath in the 

accomplishment of this work is in accord with the Sabbath law. Jesus then crowned His argument by declaring 

Himself the "Lord of the Sabbath,"--One above all question and above all law. This infinite Judge acquits the 

disciples of blame, appealing to the very statutes they are accused of violating.  {DA 285.3}   

 

     Jesus did not let the matter pass without administering a rebuke to His enemies. He declared that in their 

blindness they had mistaken the object of the Sabbath. He said, "If ye had known what this means, I will have 

mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless." Matthew 12:7. Their many heartless rites 

could not supply the lack of that truthful integrity and tender love which will ever characterize the true worshiper 

of God.  {DA 285.4}  

 

     Again Christ reiterated the truth that the sacrifices were in themselves of no value. They were a means, and not 

an end. Their object was to direct men to the Saviour, and thus to bring them into harmony with God. It is the 

service of love that God values. When this is lacking, the mere round of ceremony is an offense to Him. So with 

the Sabbath. It was designed to bring men into communion with God; but when the mind was absorbed with 

wearisome rites, the object of the Sabbath was thwarted. Its mere outward observance was a mockery.  {DA 286.1}  

  

     Upon another Sabbath, as Jesus entered a synagogue. He saw there a man who had a withered hand. The 

Pharisees watched Him, eager to see what He would do. The Saviour well knew that in healing on the Sabbath He 

would be regarded as a transgressor, but He did not hesitate to break down the wall of traditional requirements that 

barricaded the Sabbath. Jesus bade the afflicted man stand forth, and then asked, "Is it lawful to do good on the 

Sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill?" It was a maxim among the Jews that a failure to do good, when 

one had opportunity, was to do evil; to neglect to save life was to kill. Thus Jesus met the rabbis on their own 

ground. "But they held their peace. And when He had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for 

the hardness of their hearts, He saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand 

was restored whole as the other." Mark 3:4, 5.  {DA 286.2} 

  

     When questioned, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath days?" Jesus answered, "What man shall there be among 

you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 

How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days." Matthew 

12:10-12.  {DA 286.3}   

 

     The spies dared not answer Christ in the presence of the multitude, for fear of involving themselves in difficulty. 

They knew that He had spoken the truth. Rather than violate their traditions, they would leave a man to suffer, 

while they would relieve a brute because of the loss to the owner if it were neglected. Thus greater care was shown 

for a dumb animal than for man, who is made in the image of God. This illustrates the working of all false 

religions. They originate in man's desire to exalt himself above God, but they result in degrading man below the 

brute. Every religion that wars against the sovereignty of God defrauds man of the glory which was his at the 

creation, and which is to be restored to him in Christ. Every false religion teaches its adherents to be careless of 

human needs, sufferings, and rights. The gospel places a high value upon humanity as the purchase of the blood of 

Christ, and it teaches a tender regard for the wants and woes of man. The Lord says, "I will make a man more 

precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir." Isaiah 13:12.  {DA 286.4}   

 

     When Jesus turned upon the Pharisees with the question whether it was lawful on the Sabbath day to do good or 

to do evil, to save life or to kill, He confronted them with their own wicked purposes. They were hunting His life 

with bitter hatred, while He was saving life and bringing happiness to multitudes. Was it better to slay upon the 
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Sabbath, as they were planning to do, than to heal the afflicted, as He had done? Was it more righteous to have 

murder in the heart upon God's holy day than love to all men, which finds expression in deeds of mercy?  {DA 

287.1}  

  

     In the healing of the withered hand, Jesus condemned the custom of the Jews, and left the fourth commandment 

standing as God had given it. "It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days," He declared. By sweeping away the 

senseless restrictions of the Jews, Christ honoured the Sabbath, while those who complained of Him were 

dishonouring God's holy day.  {DA 287.2}   

 

     Those who hold that Christ abolished the law teach that He broke the Sabbath and justified His disciples in 

doing the same. Thus they are really taking the same ground as did the cavilling Jews. In this they contradict the 

testimony of Christ Himself, who declared, "I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love." John 

15:10. Neither the Saviour nor His followers broke the law of the Sabbath. Christ was a living representative of the 

law. No violation of its holy precepts was found in His life. Looking upon a nation of witnesses who were seeking 

occasion to condemn Him, He could say unchallenged, "Which of you convicts Me of sin?" John 8:46, R. V.  {DA 

287.3}   

 

     The Saviour had not come to set aside what patriarchs and prophets had spoken; for He Himself had spoken 

through these representative men. All the truths of God's word came from Him. But these priceless gems had been 

placed in false settings. Their precious light had been made to minister to error. God desired them to be removed 

from their settings of error and replaced in the framework of truth. This work only a divine hand could accomplish. 

By its connection with error, the truth had been serving the cause of the enemy of God and man. Christ had come to 

place it where it would glorify God, and work the salvation of humanity.  {DA 287.4}   

 

     "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath," Jesus said. The institutions that God has 

established are for the benefit of mankind. "All things are for your sakes." "Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 

the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is 

God's." 2 Corinthians 4:15; 1 Corinthians 3:22, 23. The law of Ten Commandments, of which the Sabbath forms a 

part, God gave to His people as a blessing. "The Lord commanded us," said Moses, "to do all these statutes, to fear 

the Lord our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive." Deuteronomy 6:24. And through the 

psalmist the message was given to Israel, "Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with singing. 

Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people, and the 

sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise." Psalm 100:2-4. And 

of all who keep "the Sabbath from polluting it," the Lord declares, "Even them will I bring to My holy mountain, 

and make them joyful in My house of prayer." Isaiah 56:6, 7.  {DA 288.1}  

 

     "Wherefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." These words are full of instruction and comfort. 

Because the Sabbath was made for man, it is the Lord's day. It belongs to Christ. For "all things were made by 

Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made." John 1:3. Since He made all things, He made the 

Sabbath. By Him it was set apart as a memorial of the work of creation. It points to Him as both the Creator and the 

Sanctifier. It declares that He who created all things in heaven and in earth, and by whom all things hold together, 

is the head of the church, and that by His power we are reconciled to God. For, speaking of Israel, He said, "I gave 

them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between Me and them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sanctify 

them,"--make them holy. Ezekiel 20:12. Then the Sabbath is a sign of Christ's power to make us holy. And it is 

given to all whom Christ makes holy. As a sign of His sanctifying power, the Sabbath is given to all who through 

Christ become a part of the Israel of God.  {DA 288.2}  

 

     And the Lord says, "If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and 

call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; . . . then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord." Isaiah 

58:13, 14. To all who receive the Sabbath as a sign of Christ's creative and redeeming power, it will be a delight. 

Seeing Christ in it, they delight themselves in Him. The Sabbath points them to the works of creation as an 

evidence of His mighty power in redemption. While it calls to mind the lost peace of Eden, it tells of peace restored 

through the Saviour. And every object in nature repeats His invitation, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." Matthew 11:28.  {DA 289.1} 
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LESSON 4 

 
“DANIEL PURPOSED IN HIS HEART” 

 

July 20 — July 26 

 

STUDY HELP :   The Upward Look, “To Every Man His Work,” p. 273 

 God’s Amazing Grace, “Unlike Earthly Kingdoms,” p. 14 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, July 26
th

, 2024 

 

The Upward Look 
Chapter 9, p. 273 

 

“To Every Man His Work” 
 

September 16 

 

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and 

delivered unto them his goods.  

 

Matthew 25:14 

 

Man may see no place for the working of certain gifts, because they are not his gift, but let each think of himself 

as God would have him. Let each bear in mind that his capabilities are only lent him, and that by these God is 

testing him to see whether he will use these entrusted talents to honour God and work for the good of his brother 

and his neighbour.  

 

Holiness, which means wholeness to God, is wholly acceptable to God. A Paul may plant, an Apollos water, but 

God giveth the increase. “He that sows to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that sows to the Spirit 

shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” (Galatians 6:8).... In the natural world unseen agencies are constantly at 

work to produce the essential results, but the harvest to be reaped depends upon the seed that has been sown. After 

man faithfully prepares the land, and plants the seed, God must work constantly to cause the seed to germinate.  

 

So it is in spiritual things. The Word of the living God is the seed. Christ is the sower, and unless He constantly 

works the soil of the heart, there will be no harvest. “Ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building” (1 Corinthians 

3:9). God gave His Son to die, the just for the unjust, that there might be a glorious harvest of souls. The human 

heart is God's seed plot, and the righteousness of Christ must be cherished there. Then let no man trust in the arm 

of flesh, but in God. Let each give evidence that he has faith, that he is not a religious dwarf, but that he grows 

under the dews and showers of the grace of Christ, that his life of righteousness is not of man's creating, but that it 

is the righteousness of Christ, which the grace of God has nourished in his heart....  

 

Some messages come as the Lord's hammer, to break down the workings of Satan and turn men to the living 

God. But mingled with this decided work of standing in defense of the truth is Christ's consolation, which comes 

when repentance reveals what sin really is. And while some are called to battle desperately with an evil work, there 

is another kind of message to be borne to the ones who, while suffering wrong, have endured the temptation to 

harbor a sense of injustice and cherish it....  

 

Again, some have the gift given them of God to act as organizers. Others fill their place as they work in 

retirement, feeling themselves little and unknown, with but few to recognize their work, and none to pity their 

mistakes or praise their victories. But the Lord uses all these elements. No one man can fill every place, and God's 

great work must go forward.—Manuscript 116, September 16, 1898, “The Two Great Principles of the Law.”  

  



The Book of Mark   3rd Quarter 2024 

27 

 

EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, July 26
th

, 2024 

 

 

God’s Amazing Grace 

Chapter 1, p. 14 

 

“Unlike Earthly Kingdoms” 
 

January 6
th

  

 

And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it?  

 

Mark 4:30 

 

Christ found the kingdoms of the world corrupt. After Satan was expelled from heaven, he erected his standard 

of rebellion on this earth, and sought by every means to win men to his standard.... His purpose was to establish a 

kingdom which would be governed by his own laws, and carried on with his own resources, independent of God; 

and so well did he succeed, that when Christ came to the world to establish a kingdom, He looked upon the 

governments of men, and said, “Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God?” Nothing in civil society afforded 

Him a comparison.... 

 

In striking contrast to the wrong and oppression so universally practised were the mission and work of Christ.... 

He planned a government which would use no force; His subjects would know no oppression.... Not as a fierce 

tyrant did He come, but as the Son of man; not to conquer the nations by His iron power, but “to preach good 

tidings unto the meek;” “to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 

prison to them that are bound;” “to comfort all that mourn” (Isaiah 61:1, 2). He came as the divine Restorer, 

bringing to oppressed and downtrodden humanity the rich and abundant grace of Heaven, that by the power of His 

righteousness, man, fallen and degraded though he was, might be a partaker of divinity....  

 

Christ taught that His church is a spiritual kingdom. He Himself, “the Prince of peace,” is the head of His 

church. In His person humanity, inhabited by divinity, was represented to the world. The great end of His mission 

was to be a sin-offering for the world, that by the shedding of blood an atonement might be made for the whole 

race of men. With a heart ever touched with the feelings of our infirmities, an ear ever open to the cry of suffering 

humanity, a hand ever ready to save the discouraged and despairing, Jesus, our Saviour, “went about doing good” 

(Acts 10:38)....  

 

And all who are members of the kingdom of Christ will represent Him in character and disposition. 
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LESSON 5 

 
“UNTO OBEDIENCE” 

 

July 27 — August 2 

 

STUDY HELP :    The Desire of Ages, “The Touch of Faith,” pp. 342–348 

  My Life Today, “With Peace,” p. 336 
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Preparation Day, August 2
nd

, 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 
Chapter 36, pp. 342–348 

 

“The Touch of Faith” 
 

     Returning from Gergesa to the western shore, Jesus found a multitude gathered to receive Him, and they greeted 

Him with joy. He remained by the seaside for a time, teaching and healing, and then repaired to the house of Levi-

Matthew to meet the publicans at the feast. Here Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue, found Him.  {DA 342.1} 

   

     This elder of the Jews came to Jesus in great distress, and cast himself at His feet, exclaiming, "My little 

daughter lies at the point of death: I pray Thee, come and lay Thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she 

shall live."  {DA 342.2}   

 

     Jesus set out at once with the ruler for his home. Though the disciples had seen so many of His works of mercy, 

they were surprised at His compliance with the entreaty of the haughty rabbi; yet they accompanied their Master, 

and the people followed, eager and expectant.  {DA 342.3}   

 

     The ruler's house was not far distant, but Jesus and His companions advanced slowly, for the crowd pressed 

Him on every side. The anxious father was impatient of delay; but Jesus, pitying the people, stopped now and then 

to relieve some suffering one, or to comfort a troubled heart.  {DA 342.4}   

 

     While they were still on the way, a messenger pressed through the crowd, bearing to Jairus the news that his 

daughter was dead, and it was useless to trouble the Master further. The word caught the ear of Jesus. "Fear not," 

He said; "believe only, and she shall be made whole."  {DA 342.5}   

 

     Jairus pressed closer to the Saviour, and together they hurried to the ruler's home. Already the hired mourners 

and flute players were there, filling the air with their clamour. The presence of the crowd, and the tumult jarred 

upon the spirit of Jesus. He tried to silence them, saying, "Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not 

dead, but sleeps." They were indignant at the words of the Stranger. They had seen the child in the embrace of 

death, and they laughed Him to scorn. Requiring them all to leave the house, Jesus took with Him the father and 

mother of the maiden, and the three disciples, Peter, James, and John, and together they entered the chamber of 

death.  {DA 343.1}  

  

     Jesus approached the bedside, and, taking the child's hand in His own, He pronounced softly, in the familiar 

language of her home, the words, "Damsel, I say unto thee, arise."  {DA 343.2}   

 

     Instantly a tremor passed through the unconscious form. The pulses of life beat again. The lips unclosed with a 

smile. The eyes opened widely as if from sleep, and the maiden gazed with wonder on the group beside her. She 

arose, and her parents clasped her in their arms, and wept for joy.  {DA 343.3}   

 

     On the way to the ruler's house, Jesus had met, in the crowd, a poor woman who for twelve years had suffered 

from a disease that made her life a burden. She had spent all her means upon physicians and remedies, only to be 

pronounced incurable. But her hopes revived when she heard of the cures that Christ performed. She felt assured 

that if she could only go to Him she would be healed. In weakness and suffering she came to the seaside where He 

was teaching, and tried to press through the crowd, but in vain. Again she followed Him from the house of Levi-

Matthew, but was still unable to reach Him. She had begun to despair, when, in making His way through the 

multitude, He came near where she was.  {DA 343.4}   

 

     The golden opportunity had come. She was in the presence of the Great Physician! But amid the confusion she 

could not speak to Him, nor catch more than a passing glimpse of His figure. Fearful of losing her one chance of 

relief, she pressed forward, saying to herself, "If I may but touch His garment, I shall be whole." As He was 
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passing, she reached forward, and succeeded in barely touching the border of His garment. But in that moment she 

knew that she was healed. In that one touch was concentrated the faith of her life, and instantly her pain and 

feebleness gave place to the vigour of perfect health.  {DA 343.5}  

 

     With a grateful heart she then tried to withdraw from the crowd; but suddenly Jesus stopped, and the people 

halted with Him. He turned, and looking about asked in a voice distinctly heard above the confusion of the 

multitude, "Who touched Me?" The people answered this query with a look of amazement. Jostled upon all sides, 

and rudely pressed hither and thither, as He was, it seemed a strange inquiry.  {DA 344.1}  

 

     Peter, ever ready to speak, said, "Master, the multitude throng Thee and press Thee, and says Thou, Who 

touched Me?" Jesus answered, "Somebody hath touched Me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of Me." The 

Saviour could distinguish the touch of faith from the casual contact of the careless throng. Such trust should not be 

passed without comment. He would speak to the humble woman words of comfort that would be to her a 

wellspring of joy,--words that would be a blessing to His followers to the close of time.  {DA 344.2}   

 

     Looking toward the woman, Jesus insisted on knowing who had touched Him. Finding concealment vain, she 

came forward tremblingly, and cast herself at His feet. With grateful tears she told the story of her suffering, and 

how she had found relief. Jesus gently said, "Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made you whole; go in 

peace." He gave no opportunity for superstition to claim healing virtue for the mere act of touching His garments. It 

was not through the outward contact with Him, but through the faith which took hold on His divine power, that the 

cure was wrought.  {DA 344.3}   

 

     The wondering crowd that pressed close about Christ realized no accession of vital power. But when the 

suffering woman put forth her hand to touch Him, believing that she would be made whole, she felt the healing 

virtue. So in spiritual things. To talk of religion in a casual way, to pray without soul hunger and living faith, avails 

nothing. A nominal faith in Christ, which accepts Him merely as the Saviour of the world, can never bring healing 

to the soul. The faith that is unto salvation is not a mere intellectual assent to the truth. He who waits for entire 

knowledge before he will exercise faith, cannot receive blessing from God. It is not enough to believe about Christ; 

we must believe in Him. The only faith that will benefit us is that which embraces Him as a personal Saviour; 

which appropriates His merits to ourselves. Many hold faith as an opinion. Saving faith is a transaction by which 

those who receive Christ join themselves in covenant relation with God. Genuine faith is life. A living faith means 

an increase of vigour, a confiding trust, by which the soul becomes a conquering power.  {DA 347.1}   

 

     After healing the woman, Jesus desired her to acknowledge the blessing she had received. The gifts which the 

gospel offers are not to be secured by stealth or enjoyed in secret. So the Lord calls upon us for confession of His 

goodness. "Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God." Isaiah 43:12.  {DA 347.2}   

 

     Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for revealing Christ to the world. We are to 

acknowledge His grace as made known through the holy men of old; but that which will be most effectual is the 

testimony of our own experience. We are witnesses for God as we reveal in ourselves the working of a power that 

is divine. Every individual has a life distinct from all others, and an experience differing essentially from theirs. 

God desires that our praise shall ascend to Him, marked by our own individuality. These precious 

acknowledgments to the praise of the glory of His grace, when supported by a Christ-like life, have an irresistible 

power that works for the salvation of souls.  {DA 347.3}   

 

     When the ten lepers came to Jesus for healing, He bade them go and show themselves to the priest. On the way 

they were cleansed, but only one of them returned to give Him glory. The others went their way, forgetting Him 

who had made them whole. How many are still doing the same thing! The Lord works continually to benefit 

mankind. He is ever imparting His bounties. He raises up the sick from beds of languishing, He delivers men from 

peril which they do not see, He commissions heavenly angels to save them from calamity, to guard them from "the 

pestilence that walks in darkness" and "the destruction that wastes at noonday" (Psalm 91:6); but their hearts are 

unimpressed. He has given all the riches of heaven to redeem them, and yet they are unmindful of His great love. 

By their ingratitude they close their hearts against the grace of God. Like the heath in the desert they know not 

when good cometh, and their souls inhabit the parched places of the wilderness.  {DA 348.1}  

 



The Book of Mark   3rd Quarter 2024 

31 

 

     It is for our own benefit to keep every gift of God fresh in our memory. Thus faith is strengthened to claim and 

to receive more and more. There is greater encouragement for us in the least blessing we ourselves receive from 

God than in all the accounts we can read of the faith and experience of others. The soul that responds to the grace 

of God shall be like a watered garden. His health shall spring forth speedily; his light shall rise in obscurity, and the 

glory of the Lord shall be seen upon him. Let us then remember the loving-kindness of the Lord, and the multitude 

of His tender mercies. Like the people of Israel, let us set up our stones of witness, and inscribe upon them the 

precious story of what God has wrought for us. And as we review His dealings with us in our pilgrimage, let us, out 

of hearts melted with gratitude, declare, "What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me? I will 

take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the 

presence of all His people." Psalm 116:12-14.  {DA 348.2} 
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Preparation Day, August 2
nd

, 2024 

 

My Life Today 
Chapter , p. 336 

 

“With Peace” 
 

 

November 28
th

  

 

I Too May Conquer  

 

Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.  

 

Job 22:21 

 

We embarked in a small boat which was to convey us across the channel to the coast of Denmark. Here I was 

provided with a stateroom containing two sofas, and shut in by heavy curtains—accommodations which we then 

thought hardly necessary for a day journey of only six hours. We had occasion, however, to change this opinion 

before reaching land. The first hour we spent on deck in the cheerful and well-furnished ladies’ cabin. The weather 

was pleasant, the sea smooth, and we anticipated an enjoyable trip. But soon the captain, passing through the cabin, 

advised us to go below and lie down at once, for we were coming into rough water. We complied, though rather 

unwillingly. In a short time the boat began to rock violently; we could hardly keep our position upon the sofas. I 

became very ill, now in a profuse perspiration, as if every organ was struggling against the terrible malady, and 

then overcome by deathly seasickness....  

 

Death seemed very near; but I felt that I could cling, with the firm grasp of faith, to the hand of Jesus. He who 

holds the waters in the hollow of His hand could keep us in the tempest. The waves of the great deep obey His 

voice, “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.” I thought how Jesus 

calmed the fears of His disciples as He stilled the stormy Galilee; and should I be afraid to trust to His protection 

who had given me my work? My heart was kept in perfect peace because it was stayed on Him. The lesson of trust 

I learned during these few hours was very precious. I have found that every trial of life is given to teach me a new 

lesson of my own dependence, and of trust in my heavenly Father. We may believe that God is with us in every 

place, and in every trying hour we may hold fast that hand which has all power. 
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LESSON 6 

 
“BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND” 

 

August 3 — August 9 

 

STUDY HELP :   Lift Him Up, “God’s Words Created His Works,” p. 66;  

 The Desire of Ages, “The True Sign,” pp. 404–409. 
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Preparation Day, August 9
th

, 2024 

 

Lift Him Up 
Chapter 2, p. 66 

 

“God’s Words Created His Works”  
 

February 21
st
  

 

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.  

 

Psalm 33:6  

 

     The material world is under God's control. The laws that govern all nature are obeyed by nature. Everything 

speaks and acts the will of the Creator. The clouds, the rain, the dew, the sunshine, the showers, the wind, the 

storm, all are under the supervision of God, and yield implicit obedience to Him who employs them. The tiny spear 

of grass bursts its way through the earth, first the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in the ear. The Lord 

uses these, His obedient servants, to do His will. The fruit is first seen in the bud, enclosing the future pear, peach, 

or apple, and the Lord develops these in their proper season, because they do not resist His working. They do not 

oppose the order of His arrangements. His works, as seen in the natural world, are not one half comprehended or 

appreciated. These silent preachers will teach human beings their lessons, if they will only be attentive hearers.   

 

     Can it be that man, made after the image of God, endowed with the faculties of reason and speech, shall alone 

be unappreciative of the gifts God has bestowed upon him, and which, if improved, can be enlarged. Shall those 

who might be elevated and ennobled, fitted to be colaborers with the greatest Teacher the world ever knew, be 

content to remain imperfect and incomplete in character, producing disorder when they might become vessels unto 

honour? Shall the bodies and souls of God's purchased inheritance be so hampered with world-bound habits and 

unholy practices that they will never reflect the beauty of the character of Him who has done all things well in 

order that imperfect man, through the grace of Christ, might do all things well, and hear at last Christ's benediction, 

"Well done, thou good and faithful servant: enter thou into the joy of thy lord"?   

  

     God spoke, and His words created His works in the natural world. God's creation is but a reservoir of means 

made ready for Him to employ instantly to do His pleasure. Nothing is useless, but the curse has caused tares to be 

sown by the enemy. Shall rational beings alone cause confusion in our world? Shall we not live to God? Shall we 

not honour Him? Our God and Saviour is all-wise, all-sufficient. He came to our world that His perfection might be 

revealed in us. . . .   

 

     Our faith must increase. We must be more like Jesus in conduct and disposition. The light that shines on our 

path, the truth that commends itself to our intelligence, if obeyed, will sanctify and transform the soul. . . . The 

knowledge of truth, the heavenly wisdom, spiritual endowments, are heaven's goods, committed to us for wise 

improvement (letter 131, 1897). 
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, 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 

Chapter 44, pp. 404–409 

 

“The True Sign,” 
 

 

     "Again He went out from the borders of Tyre, and came through Sidon unto the Sea of Galilee, through the 

midst of the borders of Decapolis." Mark 7:31, R. V.  {DA 404.1}   

 

     It was in the region of Decapolis that the demoniacs of Gergesa had been healed. Here the people, alarmed at 

the destruction of the swine, had constrained Jesus to depart from among them. But they had listened to the 

messengers He left behind, and a desire was aroused to see Him. As He came again into that region, a crowd 

gathered about Him, and a deaf, stammering man was brought to Him. Jesus did not, according to His custom, 

restore the man by a word only. Taking him apart from the multitude, He put His fingers in his ears, and touched 

his tongue; looking up to heaven, He sighed at thought of the ears that would not be open to the truth, the tongues 

that refused to acknowledge the Redeemer. At the word, "Be opened," the man's speech was restored, and, 

disregarding the command to tell no man, he published abroad the story of his cure.  {DA 404.2}   

 

     Jesus went up into a mountain, and there the multitude flocked to Him, bringing their sick and lame, and laying 

them at His feet. He healed them all; and the people, heathen as they were, glorified the God of Israel. For three 

days they continued to throng about the Saviour, sleeping at night in the open air, and through the day pressing 

eagerly to hear the words of Christ, and to see His works. At the end of three days their food was spent. Jesus 

would not send them away hungry, and He called upon His disciples to give them food. Again the disciples 

revealed their unbelief. At Bethsaida they had seen how, with Christ's blessing, their little store availed for the 

feeding of the multitude; yet they did not now bring forward their all, trusting His power to multiply it for the 

hungry crowds. Moreover, those whom He fed at Bethsaida were Jews; these were Gentiles and heathen. Jewish 

prejudice was still strong in the hearts of the disciples, and they answered Jesus, "Whence can a man satisfy these 

men with bread here in the wilderness?" But obedient to His word they brought Him what they had,--seven loaves 

and two fishes. The multitude were fed, seven large baskets of fragments remaining. Four thousand men, besides 

women and children, were thus refreshed, and Jesus sent them away with glad and grateful hearts.  {DA 404.3}   

 

     Then taking a boat with His disciples, He crossed the lake to Magdala, at the southern end of the plain of 

Gennesaret. In the border of Tyre and Sidon His spirit had been refreshed by the confiding trust of the 

Syrophoenician woman. The heathen people of Decapolis had received Him with gladness. Now as He landed once 

more in Galilee, where His power had been most strikingly manifested, where most of His works of mercy had 

been performed, and His teaching given, He was met with contemptuous unbelief.  {DA 405.1}  

  

     A deputation of Pharisees had been joined by representatives from the rich and lordly Sadducees, the party of 

the priests, the sceptics and aristocracy of the nation. The two sects had been at bitter enmity. The Sadducees 

courted the favour of the ruling power in order to maintain their own position and authority. The Pharisees, on the 

other hand, fostered the popular hatred against the Romans, longing for the time when they could throw off the 

yoke of the conqueror. But Pharisee and Sadducee now united against Christ. Like seeks like; and evil, wherever it 

exists, leagues with evil for the destruction of the good.  {DA 405.2}   

 

     Now the Pharisees and Sadducees came to Christ, asking for a sign from heaven. When in the days of Joshua 

Israel went out to battle with the Canaanites at Bethhoron, the sun had stood still at the leader's command until 

victory was gained; and many similar wonders had been manifest in their history. Some such sign was demanded 

of Jesus. But these signs were not what the Jews needed. No mere external evidence could benefit them. What they 

needed was not intellectual enlightenment, but spiritual renovation.  {DA 406.1}  
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     "O ye hypocrites," said Jesus, "ye can discern the face of the sky,"--by studying the sky they could foretell the 

weather,--"but can ye not discern the signs of the times?" Christ's own words, spoken with the power of the Holy 

Spirit that convicted them of sin, were the sign that God had given for their salvation. And signs direct from heaven 

had been given to attest the mission of Christ. The song of the angels to the shepherds, the star that guided the wise 

men, the dove and the voice from heaven at His baptism, were witnesses for Him.  {DA 406.2}   

 

     "And He sighed deeply in His spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign?" "There shall no sign 

be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas." As Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 

whale, Christ was to be the same time "in the heart of the earth." And as the preaching of Jonah was a sign to the 

Ninevites, so Christ's preaching was a sign to His generation. But what a contrast in the reception of the word! The 

people of the great heathen city trembled as they heard the warning from God. Kings and nobles humbled 

themselves; the high and the lowly together cried to the God of heaven, and His mercy was granted unto them. 

"The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation," Christ had said, "and shall condemn it: because 

they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here." Matthew 12:40, 41.  {DA 406.3}  

  

     Every miracle that Christ performed was a sign of His divinity. He was doing the very work that had been 

foretold of the Messiah; but to the Pharisees these works of mercy were a positive offense. The Jewish leaders 

looked with heartless indifference on human suffering. In many cases their selfishness and oppression had caused 

the affliction that Christ relieved. Thus His miracles were to them a reproach.  {DA 406.4}   

 

     That which led the Jews to reject the Saviour's work was the highest evidence of His divine character. The 

greatest significance of His miracles is seen in the fact that they were for the blessing of humanity. The highest 

evidence that He came from God is that His life revealed the character of God. He did the works and spoke the 

words of God. Such a life is the greatest of all miracles.  {DA 406.5}   

 

     When the message of truth is presented in our day, there are many who, like the Jews, cry, Show us a sign. 

Work us a miracle. Christ wrought no miracle at the demand of the Pharisees. He wrought no miracle in the 

wilderness in answer to Satan's insinuations. He does not impart to us power to vindicate ourselves or to satisfy the 

demands of unbelief and pride. But the gospel is not without a sign of its divine origin. Is it not a miracle that we 

can break from the bondage of Satan? Enmity against Satan is not natural to the human heart; it is implanted by the 

grace of God. When one who has been controlled by a stubborn, wayward will is set free, and yields himself 

wholeheartedly to the drawing of God's heavenly agencies, a miracle is wrought; so also when a man who has been 

under strong delusion comes to understand moral truth. Every time a soul is converted, and learns to love God and 

keep His commandments, the promise of God is fulfilled, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 

put within you." Ezekiel 36:26. The change in human hearts, the transformation of human characters, is a miracle 

that reveals an ever-living Saviour, working to rescue souls. A consistent life in Christ is a great miracle. In the 

preaching of the word of God, the sign that should be manifest now and always is the presence of the Holy Spirit, 

to make the word a regenerating power to those that hear. This is God's witness before the world to the divine 

mission of His Son.  {DA 407.1}  

 

     Those who desired a sign from Jesus had so hardened their hearts in unbelief that they did not discern in His 

character the likeness of God. They would not see that His mission was in fulfillment of the Scriptures. In the 

parable of the rich man and Lazarus, Jesus said to the Pharisees, "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 

will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." Luke 16:31. No sign that could be given in heaven or earth 

would benefit them.  {DA 407.2}   

 

     Jesus "sighed deeply in His spirit," and, turning from the group of cavillers, re-entered the boat with His 

disciples. In sorrowful silence they again crossed the lake. They did not, however, return to the place they had left, 

but directed their course toward Bethsaida, near where the five thousand had been fed. Upon reaching the farther 

side, Jesus said, "Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." The Jews had been 

accustomed since the days of Moses to put away leaven from their houses at the Passover season, and they had thus 

been taught to regard it as a type of sin. Yet the disciples failed to understand Jesus. In their sudden departure from 

Magdala they had forgotten to take bread, and they had with them only one loaf. To this circumstance they 

understood Christ to refer, warning them not to buy bread of a Pharisee or a Sadducee. Their lack of faith and 

spiritual insight had often led them to similar misconception of His words. Now Jesus reproved them for thinking 

that He who had fed thousands with a few fishes and barley loaves could in that solemn warning have referred 
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merely to temporal food. There was danger that the crafty reasoning of the Pharisees and the Sadducees would 

leaven His disciples with unbelief, causing them to think lightly of the works of Christ.  {DA 407.3}   

 

     The disciples were inclined to think that their Master should have granted the demand for a sign in the heavens. 

They believed that He was fully able to do this, and that such a sign would put His enemies to silence. They did not 

discern the hypocrisy of these cavillers.  {DA 408.1}   

 

     Months afterward, "when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they 

trode one upon another," Jesus repeated the same teaching. "He began to say unto His disciples first of all, Beware 

ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." Luke 12:1.  {DA 408.2}   

 

     The leaven placed in the meal works imperceptibly, changing the whole mass to its own nature. So if hypocrisy 

is allowed to exist in the heart, it permeates the character and the life. A striking example of the hypocrisy of the 

Pharisees, Christ had already rebuked in denouncing the practice of "Corban," by which a neglect of filial duty was 

concealed under a pretence of liberality to the temple. The scribes and Pharisees were insinuating deceptive 

principles. They concealed the real tendency of their doctrines, and improved every occasion to instil them artfully 

into the minds of their hearers. These false principles, when once accepted, worked like leaven in the meal, 

permeating and transforming the character. It was this deceptive teaching that made it so hard for the people to 

receive the words of Christ.  {DA 408.3}   

 

     The same influences are working today through those who try to explain the law of God in such a way as to 

make it conform to their practices. This class do not attack the law openly, but put forward speculative theories that 

undermine its principles. They explain it so as to destroy its force.  {DA 408.4}  

  

     The hypocrisy of the Pharisees was the product of self-seeking. The glorification of themselves was the object 

of their lives. It was this that led them to pervert and misapply the Scriptures, and blinded them to the purpose of 

Christ's mission. This subtle evil even the disciples of Christ were in danger of cherishing. Those who classed 

themselves with the followers of Jesus, but who had not left all in order to become His disciples, were influenced in 

a great degree by the reasoning of the Pharisees. They were often vacillating between faith and unbelief, and they 

did not discern the treasures of wisdom hidden in Christ. Even the disciples, though outwardly they had left all for 

Jesus' sake, had not in heart ceased to seek great things for themselves. It was this spirit that prompted the strife as 

to who should be greatest. It was this that came between them and Christ, making them so little in sympathy with 

His mission of self-sacrifice, so slow to comprehend the mystery of redemption. As leaven, if left to complete its 

work, will cause corruption and decay, so does the self-seeking spirit, cherished, work the defilement and ruin of 

the soul.  {DA 409.1}   

 

     Among the followers of our Lord today, as of old, how widespread is this subtle, deceptive sin! How often our 

service to Christ, our communion with one another, is marred by the secret desire to exalt self! How ready the 

thought of self-gratulation, and the longing for human approval! It is the love of self, the desire for an easier way 

than God has appointed that leads to the substitution of human theories and traditions for the divine precepts. To 

His own disciples the warning words of Christ are spoken, "Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees."  

{DA 409.2}   

 

     The religion of Christ is sincerity itself. Zeal for God's glory is the motive implanted by the Holy Spirit; and 

only the effectual working of the Spirit can implant this motive. Only the power of God can banish self-seeking and 

hypocrisy. This change is the sign of His working. When the faith we accept destroys selfishness and pretence, 

when it leads us to seek God's glory and not our own, we may know that it is of the right order. "Father, glorify Thy 

name" (John 12:28), was the keynote of Christ's life, and if we follow Him, this will be the keynote of our life. He 

commands us to "walk, even as He walked;" and "hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His 

commandments." 1 John 2:6, 3.  {DA 409.3} 
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LESSON 7 

 
“YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN” 

 

August 10 — August 16 

 

STUDY HELP :    Counsels on Stewardship, “The Task Before Us,” p. 44 

  The Desire of Ages, “Who Is the Greatest?” pp. 432–442 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, August 16
th

, 2024 

 

Counsels on Stewardship 
Chapter , p. 44; 

 

“The Task Before Us” 

 

 

   There is a world to be warned. To us has been entrusted this work. At any cost we must practice the truth. We are 

to stand as self-sacrificing minutemen, willing to suffer the loss of life itself, if need be, in the service of God. 

There is a great work to be done in a short time. We need to understand our work, and to do it with fidelity. 

Everyone who is finally crowned victor will, by noble, determined effort to serve God, have earned the right to be 

clothed with Christ's righteousness. To enter the crusade against Satan, bearing aloft the bloodstained banner of the 

cross of Christ—this is the duty of every Christian.  {CS 43.3}  

 

     This work calls for self-sacrifice. Self-denial and the cross stand all along the way of life. "He that will come 

after Me," Christ said, "let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me." Those who secure the 

treasures of this world are obliged to toil and sacrifice. Should those who are seeking for an eternal reward think 

that they need make no sacrifices?—The Review and Herald, Jan. 31, 1907.  {CS 44.1} 

  

Wait Not for Appeals 

 

     Our people are not to wait for more appeals, but are to lay right hold of the work, making those things which 

appear impossibilities, possibilities. Let each one ask himself, Has not the Lord entrusted me with means for the 

advancement of His cause? . . .  {CS 44.2}  

  

     Let us be honest with the Lord. All the blessings that we enjoy come from Him; and if He has entrusted us with 

the talent of means, that we may help to do His work, shall we hold back? Shall we say, No, Lord; my children 

would not be pleased, and therefore I shall venture to disobey God, burying His talent in the earth?  {CS 44.3}  

  

     There should be no delay. The cause of God demands your assistance. We ask you, as the Lord's stewards, to 

put His means into circulation, to provide facilities by which many will have the opportunity of learning what is 

truth.  {CS 44.4}   
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EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, August 16
th

, 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 

Chapter 48, pp. 432–442 

 

“Who Is the Greatest?”  
 

     On returning to Capernaum, Jesus did not repair to the well-known resorts where He had taught the people, but 

with His disciples quietly sought the house that was to be His temporary home. During the remainder of His stay in 

Galilee it was His object to instruct the disciples rather than to labour for the multitudes.  {DA 432.1}   

 

     On the journey through Galilee, Christ had again tried to prepare the minds of His disciples for the scenes 

before Him. He told them that He was to go up to Jerusalem to be put to death and to rise again. And He added the 

strange and solemn announcement that He was to be betrayed into the hands of His enemies. The disciples did not 

even now comprehend His words. Although the shadow of a great sorrow fell upon them, a spirit of rivalry found a 

place in their hearts. They disputed among themselves which should be accounted greatest in the kingdom. This 

strife they thought to conceal from Jesus, and they did not, as usual, press close to His side, but loitered behind, so 

that He was in advance of them as they entered Capernaum. Jesus read their thoughts, and He longed to counsel 

and instruct them. But for this He awaited a quiet hour, when their hearts should be open to receive His words.  

{DA 432.2}   

 

     Soon after they reached the town, the collector of the temple revenue came to Peter with the question, "Doth not 

your Master pay tribute?" This tribute was not a civil tax, but a religious contribution, which every Jew was 

required to pay annually for the support of the temple. A refusal to pay the tribute would be regarded as disloyalty 

to the temple,--in the estimation of the rabbis a most grievous sin. The Saviour's attitude toward the rabbinical 

laws, and His plain reproofs to the defenders of tradition, afforded a pretext for the charge that He was seeking to 

overthrow the temple service. Now His enemies saw an opportunity of casting discredit upon Him. In the collector 

of the tribute they found a ready ally.  {DA 432.3}   

 

     Peter saw in the collector's question an insinuation touching Christ's loyalty to the temple. Zealous for his 

Master's honour, he hastily answered, without consulting Him, that Jesus would pay the tribute.  {DA 433.1}   

 

     But Peter only partially comprehended the purpose of his questioner. There were some classes who were held to 

be exempt from the payment of the tribute. In the time of Moses, when the Levites were set apart for the service of 

the sanctuary, they were given no inheritance among the people. The Lord said, "Levi hath no part nor inheritance 

with his brethren; the Lord is his inheritance." Deuteronomy 10:9. In the days of Christ the priests and Levites were 

still regarded as especially devoted to the temple, and were not required to make the annual contribution for its 

support. Prophets also were exempted from this payment. In requiring the tribute from Jesus, the rabbis were 

setting aside His claim as a prophet or teacher, and were dealing with Him as with any commonplace person. A 

refusal on His part to pay the tribute would be represented as disloyalty to the temple; while, on the other hand, the 

payment of it would be taken as justifying their rejection of Him as a prophet.  {DA 433.2}   

 

     Only a little before, Peter had acknowledged Jesus as the Son of God; but he now missed an opportunity of 

setting forth the character of his Master. By his answer to the collector, that Jesus would pay the tribute, he had 

virtually sanctioned the false conception of Him to which the priests and rulers were trying to give currency.  {DA 

433.3}   

 

     When Peter entered the house, the Saviour made no reference to what had taken place, but inquired, "What 

thinks thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of 

strangers?" Peter answered, "Of strangers." And Jesus said, "Then are the children free." While the people of a 

country are taxed for the maintenance of their king, the monarch's own children are exempt. So Israel, the 

professed people of God, were required to maintain His service; but Jesus, the Son of God, was under no such 
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obligation. If priests and Levites were exempt because of their connection with the temple, how much more He to 

whom the temple was His Father's house.  {DA 433.4}   

 

     If Jesus had paid the tribute without a protest, He would virtually have acknowledged the justice of the claim, 

and would thus have denied His divinity. But while He saw good to meet the demand, He denied the claim upon 

which it was based. In providing for the payment of the tribute He gave evidence of His divine character. It was 

made manifest that He was one with God, and therefore was not under tribute as a mere subject of the kingdom.  

{DA 434.1}   

 

     "Go thou to the sea," He directed Peter, "and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when 

thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for Me and thee."  {DA 

434.2}   

 

     Though He had clothed His divinity with humanity, in this miracle He revealed His glory. It was evident that 

this was He who through David had declared, "Every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 

hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains; and the wild beasts of the field are Mine. If I were hungry, I would not 

tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the fullness thereof." Psalm 50:10-12.  {DA 434.3}  

 

     While Jesus made it plain that He was under no obligation to pay the tribute, He entered into no controversy 

with the Jews in regard to the matter; for they would have misinterpreted His words, and turned them against Him. 

Lest He should give offense by withholding the tribute, He did that which He could not justly be required to do. 

This lesson would be of great value to His disciples. Marked changes were soon to take place in their relation to the 

temple service, and Christ taught them not to place themselves needlessly in antagonism to established order. So 

far as possible, they were to avoid giving occasion for misinterpretation of their faith. While Christians are not to 

sacrifice one principle of truth, they should avoid controversy whenever it is possible to do so.  {DA 434.4}  

  

     When Christ and the disciples were alone in the house, while Peter was gone to the sea, Jesus called the others 

to Him, and asked, "What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way?" The presence of Jesus, and His 

question, put the matter in an entirely different light from that in which it had appeared to them while they were 

contending by the way. Shame and self-condemnation kept them silent. Jesus had told them that He was to die for 

their sake, and their selfish ambition was in painful contrast to His unselfish love.  {DA 434.5}   

 

     When Jesus told them that He was to be put to death and to rise again, He was trying to draw them into 

conversation in regard to the great test of their faith. Had they been ready to receive what He desired to make 

known to them, they would have been saved bitter anguish and despair. His words would have brought consolation 

in the hour of bereavement and disappointment. But although He had spoken so plainly of what awaited Him, His 

mention of the fact that He was soon to go to Jerusalem again kindled their hope that the kingdom was about to be 

set up. This had led to questioning as to who should fill the highest offices. On Peter's return from the sea, the 

disciples told him of the Saviour's question, and at last one ventured to ask Jesus, "Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?"  {DA 435.1}   

 

     The Saviour gathered His disciples about Him, and said to them, "If any man desire to be first, the same shall be 

last of all, and servant of all." There was in these words a solemnity and impressiveness which the disciples were 

far from comprehending. That which Christ discerned they could not see. They did not understand the nature of 

Christ's kingdom, and this ignorance was the apparent cause of their contention. But the real cause lay deeper. By 

explaining the nature of the kingdom, Christ might for the time have quelled their strife; but this would not have 

touched the underlying cause. Even after they had received the fullest knowledge, any question of precedence 

might have renewed the trouble. Thus disaster would have been brought to the church after Christ's departure. The 

strife for the highest place was the outworking of that same spirit which was the beginning of the great controversy 

in the worlds above, and which had brought Christ from heaven to die. There rose up before Him a vision of 

Lucifer, the "son of the morning," in glory surpassing all the angels that surround the throne, and united in closest 

ties to the Son of God. Lucifer had said, "I will be like the Most High" (Isaiah 14:12, 14); and the desire for self-

exaltation had brought strife into the heavenly courts, and had banished a multitude of the hosts of God. Had 

Lucifer really desired to be like the Most High, he would never have deserted his appointed place in heaven; for the 

spirit of the Most High is manifested in unselfish ministry. Lucifer desired God's power, but not His character. He 

sought for himself the highest place, and every being who is actuated by his spirit will do the same. Thus 
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alienation, discord, and strife will be inevitable. Dominion becomes the prize of the strongest. The kingdom of 

Satan is a kingdom of force; every individual regards every other as an obstacle in the way of his own 

advancement, or a steppingstone on which he himself may climb to a higher place.  {DA 435.2}  

  

     While Lucifer counted it a thing to be grasped to be equal with God, Christ, the Exalted One, "made Himself of 

no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in 

fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." Philippians 

2:7, 8. Now the cross was just before Him; and His own disciples were so filled with self-seeking--the very 

principle of Satan's kingdom--that they could not enter into sympathy with their Lord, or even understand Him as 

He spoke of His humiliation for them.  {DA 436.1}  

  

     Very tenderly, yet with solemn emphasis, Jesus tried to correct the evil. He showed what is the principle that 

bears sway in the kingdom of heaven, and in what true greatness consists, as estimated by the standard of the courts 

above. Those who were actuated by pride and love of distinction were thinking of themselves, and of the rewards 

they were to have, rather than how they were to render back to God the gifts they had received. They would have 

no place in the kingdom of heaven, for they were identified with the ranks of Satan.  {DA 436.2}   

 

     Before honour is humility. To fill a high place before men, Heaven chooses the worker who, like John the 

Baptist, takes a lowly place before God. The most childlike disciple is the most efficient in labour for God. The 

heavenly intelligences can co-operate with him who is seeking, not to exalt self, but to save souls. He who feels 

most deeply his need of divine aid will plead for it; and the Holy Spirit will give unto him glimpses of Jesus that 

will strengthen and uplift the soul. From communion with Christ he will go forth to work for those who are 

perishing in their sins. He is anointed for his mission; and he succeeds where many of the learned and intellectually 

wise would fail.  {DA 436.3}   

 

     But when men exalt themselves, feeling that they are a necessity for the success of God's great plan, the Lord 

causes them to be set aside. It is made evident that the Lord is not dependent upon them. The work does not stop 

because of their removal from it, but goes forward with greater power.  {DA 436.4} 

   

     It was not enough for the disciples of Jesus to be instructed as to the nature of His kingdom. What they needed 

was a change of heart that would bring them into harmony with its principles. Calling a little child to Him, Jesus set 

him in the midst of them; then tenderly folding the little one in His arms He said, "Except ye be converted, and 

become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." The simplicity, the self-forgetfulness, and 

the confiding love of a little child are the attributes that Heaven values. These are the characteristics of real 

greatness.  {DA 437.1}  

 

     Again Jesus explained to the disciples that His kingdom is not characterized by earthly dignity and display. At 

the feet of Jesus all these distinctions are forgotten. The rich and the poor, the learned and the ignorant, meet 

together, with no thought of caste or worldly pre-eminence. All meet as blood-bought souls, alike dependent upon 

One who has redeemed them to God.  {DA 437.2}   

 

     The sincere, contrite soul is precious in the sight of God. He places His own signet upon men, not by their rank, 

not by their wealth, not by their intellectual greatness, but by their oneness with Christ. The Lord of glory is 

satisfied with those who are meek and lowly in heart. "Thou hast also given me," said David, "the shield of Thy 

salvation: . . . and Thy gentleness"--as an element in the human character--"hath made me great." Psalm 18:35.  

{DA 437.3}  

 

     "Whosoever shall receive one of such children in My name," said Jesus, "receives Me: and whosoever shall 

receive Me, receives not Me, but Him that sent Me." "Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne, and the earth 

is My footstool: . . . but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembles at My 

word." Isaiah 66:1, 2.  {DA 437.4}   

 

     The Saviour's words awakened in the disciples a feeling of self-distrust. No one had been specially pointed out 

in the reply; but John was led to question whether in one case his action had been right. With the spirit of a child he 

laid the matter before Jesus. "Master," he said, "we saw one casting out devils in Thy name, and he follows not us: 

and we forbade him, because he follows not us."  {DA 437.5}   
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     James and John had thought that in checking this man they had had in view their Lord's honour; they began to 

see that they were jealous for their own. They acknowledged their error, and accepted the reproof of Jesus, "Forbid 

him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in My name, that can lightly speak evil of Me." None who 

showed themselves in any way friendly to Christ were to be repulsed. There were many who had been deeply 

moved by the character and the work of Christ, and whose hearts were opening to Him in faith; and the disciples, 

who could not read motives, must be careful not to discourage these souls. When Jesus was no longer personally 

among them, and the work was left in their hands, they must not indulge a narrow, exclusive spirit, but manifest the 

same far-reaching sympathy which they had seen in their Master.  {DA 437.6}   

 

     The fact that one does not in all things conform to our personal ideas or opinions will not justify us in forbidding 

him to labour for God. Christ is the Great Teacher; we are not to judge or to command, but in humility each is to sit 

at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him. Every soul whom God has made willing is a channel through which Christ 

will reveal His pardoning love. How careful we should be lest we discourage one of God's light bearers, and thus 

intercept the rays that He would have shine to the world!  {DA 438.1}   

 

     Harshness or coldness shown by a disciple toward one whom Christ was drawing--such an act as that of John in 

forbidding one to work miracles in Christ's name--might result in turning the feet into the path of the enemy, and 

causing the loss of a soul. Rather than for one to do this, said Jesus, "it is better for him that a millstone were 

hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea." And He added, "If thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut it off: 

it is good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than having thy two hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable 

fire. And if thy foot cause thee to stumble, cut it off: it is good for thee to enter into life halt, rather than having thy 

two feet to be cast into hell." Mark 9:43-45, R. V.  {DA 438.2}   

 

     Why this earnest language, than which none can be stronger? Because "the Son of man is come to save that 

which was lost." Shall His disciples show less regard for the souls of their fellow men than the Majesty of heaven 

has shown? Every soul has cost an infinite price, and how terrible is the sin of turning one soul away from Christ, 

so that for him the Saviour's love and humiliation and agony shall have been in vain.  {DA 438.3}   

 

     "Woe unto the world because of occasions of stumbling! for it must needs be that the occasions come." Matthew 

18:7, R. V. The world, inspired by Satan, will surely oppose the followers of Christ, and seek to destroy their faith; 

but woe to him who has taken Christ's name, and yet is found doing this work. Our Lord is put to shame by those 

who claim to serve Him, but who misrepresent His character; and multitudes are deceived, and led into false paths.  

{DA 438.4} 

   

     Any habit or practice that would lead into sin, and bring dishonour upon Christ, would better be put away, 

whatever the sacrifice. That which dishonours God cannot benefit the soul. The blessing of heaven cannot attend 

any man in violating the eternal principles of right. And one sin cherished is sufficient to work the degradation of 

the character, and to mislead others. If the foot or the hand would be cut off, or even the eye would be plucked out, 

to save the body from death, how much more earnest should we be to put away sin, that brings death to the soul!  

{DA 439.1}   

 

     In the ritual service, salt was added to every sacrifice. This, like the offering of incense, signified that only the 

righteousness of Christ could make the service acceptable to God. Referring to this practice, Jesus said, "Every 

sacrifice shall be salted with salt." "Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another." All who would 

present themselves "a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God" (Romans 12:1), must receive the saving salt, the 

righteousness of our Saviour. Then they become "the salt of the earth," restraining evil among men, as salt 

preserves from corruption. Matthew 5:13. But if the salt has lost its savour; if there is only a profession of 

godliness, without the love of Christ, there is no power for good. The life can exert no saving influence upon the 

world. Your energy and efficiency in the upbuilding of My kingdom, Jesus says, depend upon your receiving of 

My Spirit. You must be partakers of My grace, in order to be a savour of life unto life. Then there will be no 

rivalry, no self-seeking, no desire for the highest place. You will have that love which seeks not her own, but 

another's wealth.  {DA 439.2}   

 

     Let the repenting sinner fix his eyes upon "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 

1:29); and by beholding, he becomes changed. His fear is turned to joy, his doubts to hope. Gratitude springs up. 
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The stony heart is broken. A tide of love sweeps into the soul. Christ is in him a well of water springing up unto 

everlasting life. When we see Jesus, a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief, working to save the lost, slighted, 

scorned, derided, driven from city to city till His mission was accomplished; when we behold Him in Gethsemane, 

sweating great drops of blood, and on the cross dying in agony,--when we see this, self will no longer clamour to 

be recognized. Looking unto Jesus, we shall be ashamed of our coldness, our lethargy, our self-seeking. We shall 

be willing to be anything or nothing, so that we may do heart service for the Master. We shall rejoice to bear the 

cross after Jesus, to endure trial, shame, or persecution for His dear sake.  {DA 439.3}   

 

     "We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves." Romans 15:1. 

No soul who believes in Christ, though his faith may be weak, and his steps wavering as those of a little child, is to 

be lightly esteemed. By all that has given us advantage over another,--be it education and refinement, nobility of 

character, Christian training, religious experience,--we are in debt to those less favoured; and, so far as lies in our 

power, we are to minister unto them. If we are strong, we are to stay up the hands of the weak. Angels of glory, that 

do always behold the face of the Father in heaven, joy in ministering to His little ones. Trembling souls, who have 

many objectionable traits of character, are their special charge. Angels are ever present where they are most 

needed, with those who have the hardest battle with self to fight, and whose surroundings are the most 

discouraging. And in this ministry Christ's true followers will co-operate.  {DA 440.1}   

 

     If one of these little ones shall be overcome, and commit a wrong against you, then it is your work to seek his 

restoration. Do not wait for him to make the first effort for reconciliation. "How think ye?" said Jesus; "if a man 

have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the 

mountains, and seeks that which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoices more 

of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 

heaven, that one of these little ones should perish."  {DA 440.2}   

 

     In the spirit of meekness, "considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted," (Galatians 6:1), go to the erring one, 

and "tell him his fault between thee and him alone." Do not put him to shame by exposing his fault to others, nor 

bring dishonour upon Christ by making public the sin or error of one who bears His name. Often the truth must be 

plainly spoken to the erring; he must be led to see his error, that he may reform. But you are not to judge or to 

condemn. Make no attempt at self-justification. Let all your effort be for his recovery. In treating the wounds of the 

soul, there is need of the most delicate touch, the finest sensibility. Only the love that flows from the Suffering One 

of Calvary can avail here. With pitying tenderness, let brother deal with brother, knowing that if you succeed, you 

will "save a soul from death," and "hide a multitude of sins." James 5:20.  {DA 440.3}   

 

     But even this effort may be unavailing. Then, said Jesus, "take with thee one or two more." It may be that their 

united influence will prevail where that of the first was unsuccessful. Not being parties to the trouble, they will be 

more likely to act impartially, and this fact will give their counsel greater weight with the erring one.  {DA 441.1}  

 

     If he will not hear them, then, and not till then, the matter is to be brought before the whole body of believers. 

Let the members of the church, as the representatives of Christ, unite in prayer and loving entreaty that the offender 

may be restored. The Holy Spirit will speak through His servants, pleading with the wanderer to return to God. 

Paul the apostle, speaking by inspiration, says, "As though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's 

stead, be ye reconciled to God." 2 Corinthians 5:20. He who rejects this united overture has broken the tie that 

binds him to Christ, and thus has severed himself from the fellowship of the church. Henceforth, said Jesus, "let 

him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican." But he is not to be regarded as cut off from the mercy of God. 

Let him not be despised or neglected by his former brethren, but be treated with tenderness and compassion, as one 

of the lost sheep that Christ is still seeking to bring to His fold.  {DA 441.2}   

 

     Christ's instruction as to the treatment of the erring repeats in more specific form the teaching given to Israel 

through Moses: "Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in anywise rebuke thy neighbour, that 

thou bear not sin for him." Leviticus 19:17, margin. That is, if one neglects the duty Christ has enjoined, of trying 

to restore those who are in error and sin, he becomes a partaker in the sin. For evils that we might have checked, we 

are just as responsible as if we were guilty of the acts ourselves.  {DA 441.3}   

 

     But it is to the wrongdoer himself that we are to present the wrong. We are not to make it a matter of comment 

and criticism among ourselves; nor even after it is told to the church, are we at liberty to repeat it to others. A 
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knowledge of the faults of Christians will be only a cause of stumbling to the unbelieving world; and by dwelling 

upon these things, we ourselves can receive only harm; for it is by beholding that we become changed. While we 

seek to correct the errors of a brother, the Spirit of Christ will lead us to shield him, as far as possible, from the 

criticism of even his own brethren, and how much more from the censure of the unbelieving world. We ourselves 

are erring, and need Christ's pity and forgiveness, and just as we wish Him to deal with us, He bids us deal with 

one another.  {DA 441.4}   

 

     "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven." You are acting as the ambassadors of heaven, and the issues of your work are for eternity.  {DA 

442.1}  

 

     But we are not to bear this great responsibility alone. Wherever His word is obeyed with a sincere heart, there 

Christ abides. Not only is He present in the assemblies of the church, but wherever disciples, however few, meet in 

His name, there also He will be. And He says, "If two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 

shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven."  {DA 442.2}   

 

     Jesus says, "My Father which is in heaven," as reminding His disciples that while by His humanity He is linked 

with them, a sharer in their trials, and sympathizing with them in their sufferings, by His divinity He is connected 

with the throne of the Infinite. Wonderful assurance! The heavenly intelligences unite with men in sympathy and 

labour for the saving of that which was lost. And all the power of heaven is brought to combine with human ability 

in drawing souls to Christ.  {DA 442.3} 
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LESSON 8 

 
“HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS” 

 

August 17 — August 23 

 

STUDY HELP :    Lift Him Up, “An Obedient Son to Earthly Parents,” p. 32 

   The Desire of Ages, “ ‘One Thing Thou Lackest,’ ” pp. 518–523 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, August 23
rd

, 2024 

 

Lift Him Up 
Chapter 1, p. 32 

 

“An Obedient Son to Earthly Parents,” 
 

 

January 18
th

  

 

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 

of the cross.  

 

Philippians 2:8   

 

     How great must be the humiliation of the Son of God, that He should live in the despised and wicked town of 

Nazareth. The most holy place upon earth would have been greatly honoured by the presence of the world's 

Redeemer a single year. The palaces of kings would have been exalted to receive Christ as a guest. But the 

Redeemer of the world passed by the courts of royalty and made His home in a humble mountain village for 30 

years, thus conferring distinction upon despised Nazareth.  

 

     The Redeemer of the world passed up and down the hills and mountains, from the great plain to the mountain 

valley. He enjoyed nature's beautiful scenery. He was delighted with the fields glowing with the beautiful flowers, 

and in listening to the birds of the air, and uniting His voice with them in their happy songs of praise. The groves 

and mountains were His places of retreat for prayer, and frequently whole nights were spent in communion with 

His Father.. . .  

 

     Notwithstanding the sacred mission of Christ, His exalted relationship with God, of which He was fully aware, 

He was not above performing the practical duties of life. He was the Creator of the world, and yet He 

acknowledged His obligation to His earthly parents, and at the call of duty, in compliance with the wishes of His 

parents, He returned with them from Jerusalem after the Passover, and was subject unto them.   

 

     He submitted to restraints of parental authority, and acknowledged the obligations of a son, a brother, friend, 

and citizen. He discharged His duties to His earthly parents with respectful courtesy. He was the Majesty of 

heaven. He had been the great commander in heaven. Angels loved to do His bidding. And now He was a willing 

servant, a cheerful, obedient son.  

 

     Jesus was not turned aside by any influence from the faithful service expected of a son. He did not aim to do 

anything remarkable to distinguish Himself from other youth, or to proclaim His heavenly birth. Even His friends 

and relatives, in all the years that Christ's life was passed among them, saw no special marks of His divinity. Christ 

was sedate, self-denying, gentle, cheerful, kind, and ever obedient. He avoided display, but was firm as a rock to 

principle. . . .   

 

     In the little notice given of His childhood and youthful life is an example for parents as well as children, that the 

more quiet and unnoticed the period of childhood and youth is passed, and the more natural and free from artificial 

excitement, the more safe will it be for the children, and the more favourable for the formation of a character of 

purity, natural simplicity, and true moral worth (Youth's Instructor, February 1873). 
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EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, August 23
rd

, 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 
Chapter 57, pp. 518–523 

 

“One Thing Thou Lackest” 

 

 

     "And when He was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to Him, and asked Him, Good 

Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?"  {DA 518.1}  

 

     The young man who asked this question was a ruler. He had great possessions, and occupied a position of 

responsibility. He saw the love that Christ manifested toward the children brought to Him; he saw how tenderly He 

received them, and took them up in His arms, and his heart kindled with love for the Saviour. He felt a desire to be 

His disciple. He was so deeply moved that as Christ was going on His way, he ran after Him, and kneeling at His 

feet, asked with sincerity and earnestness the question so important to his soul and to the soul of every human 

being, "Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?"  {DA 518.2}   

 

     "Why call thou Me good?" said Christ, "there is none good but One, that is, God." Jesus desired to test the 

ruler's sincerity, and to draw from him the way in which he regarded Him as good. Did he realize that the One to 

whom he was speaking was the Son of God? What was the true sentiment of his heart?  {DA 518.3}   

 

     This ruler had a high estimate of his own righteousness. He did not really suppose that he was defective in 

anything, yet he was not altogether satisfied. He felt the want of something that he did not possess. Could not Jesus 

bless him as He blessed the little children, and satisfy his soul want?  {DA 518.4}   

 

     In reply to this question Jesus told him that obedience to the commandments of God was necessary if he would 

obtain eternal life; and He quoted several of the commandments which show man's duty to his  

fellow men. The ruler's answer was positive: "All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?"  

{DA 518.5}   

 

     Christ looked into the face of the young man, as if reading his life and searching his character. He loved him, 

and He hungered to give him that peace and grace and joy which would materially change his character. "One thing 

thou lack," He said; "go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 

heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow Me."  {DA 519.1}   

 

     Christ was drawn to this young man. He knew him to be sincere in his assertion, "All these things have I kept 

from my youth." The Redeemer longed to create in him that discernment which would enable him to see the 

necessity of heart devotion and Christian goodness. He longed to see in him a humble and contrite heart, conscious 

of the supreme love to be given to God, and hiding its lack in the perfection of Christ.  {DA 519.2}   

 

     Jesus saw in this ruler just the help He needed if the young man would become a co-labourer with Him in the 

work of salvation. If he would place himself under Christ's guidance, he would be a power for good. In a marked 

degree the ruler could have represented Christ; for he possessed qualifications, which, if he were united with the 

Saviour, would enable him to become a divine force among men. Christ, seeing into his character, loved him. Love 

for Christ was awakening in the ruler's heart; for love begets love. Jesus longed to see him a co-worker with Him. 

He longed to make him like Himself, a mirror in which the likeness of God would be reflected. He longed to 

develop the excellence of his character, and sanctify it to the Master's use. If the ruler had then given himself to 

Christ, he would have grown in the atmosphere of His presence. If he had made this choice, how different would 

have been his future!  {DA 519.3}  

  

     "One thing thou lack," Jesus said. "If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and 

thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow Me." Christ read the ruler's heart. Only one thing he 
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lacked, but that was a vital principle. He needed the love of God in the soul. This lack, unless supplied, would 

prove fatal to him; his whole nature would become corrupted. By indulgence, selfishness would strengthen. That he 

might receive the love of God, his supreme love of self must be surrendered.  {DA 519.4}   

 

     Christ gave this man a test. He called upon him to choose between the heavenly treasure and worldly greatness. 

The heavenly treasure was assured him if he would follow Christ. But self must yield; his will must be given into 

Christ's control. The very holiness of God was offered to the young ruler. He had the privilege of becoming a son 

of God, and a coheir with Christ to the heavenly treasure. But he must take up the cross, and follow the Saviour in 

the path of self-denial.  {DA 519.5}   

 

     Christ's words were verily to the ruler the invitation, "Choose you this day whom ye will serve." Joshua 24:15. 

The choice was left with him. Jesus was yearning for his conversion. He had shown him the plague spot in his 

character, and with what deep interest He watched the issue as the young man weighed the question! If he decided 

to follow Christ, he must obey His words in everything. He must turn from his ambitious projects. With what 

earnest, anxious longing, what soul hunger, did the Saviour look at the young man, hoping that he would yield to 

the invitation of the Spirit of God!  {DA 520.1}   

 

     Christ made the only terms which could place the ruler where he would perfect a Christian character. His words 

were words of wisdom, though they appeared severe and exacting. In accepting and obeying them was the ruler's 

only hope of salvation. His exalted position and his possessions were exerting a subtle influence for evil upon his 

character. If cherished, they would supplant God in his affections. To keep back little or much from God was to 

retain that which would lessen his moral strength and efficiency; for if the things of this world are cherished, 

however uncertain and unworthy they may be, they will become all-absorbing.  {DA 520.2}   

 

     The ruler was quick to discern all that Christ's words involved, and he became sad. If he had realized the value 

of the offered gift, quickly would he have enrolled himself as one of Christ's followers. He was a member of the 

honoured council of the Jews, and Satan was tempting him with flattering prospects of the future. He wanted the 

heavenly treasure, but he wanted also the temporal advantages his riches would bring him. He was sorry that such 

conditions existed; he desired eternal life, but he was not willing to make the sacrifice. The cost of eternal life 

seemed too great, and he went away sorrowful; "for he had great possessions."  {DA 520.3}   

 

     His claim that he had kept the law of God was a deception. He showed that riches were his idol. He could not 

keep the commandments of God while the world was first in his affections. He loved the gifts of God more than he 

loved the Giver. Christ had offered the young man fellowship with Himself. "Follow Me," He said. But the Saviour 

was not so much to him as his own name among men or his possessions. To give up his earthly treasure, that was 

seen, for the heavenly treasure, that was unseen, was too great a risk. He refused the offer of eternal life, and went 

away, and ever after the world was to receive his worship. Thousands are passing through this ordeal, weighing 

Christ against the world; and many choose the world. Like the young ruler, they turn from the Saviour, saying in 

their hearts, I will not have this Man as my leader.  {DA 520.4}   

 

     Christ's dealing with the young man is presented as an object lesson. God has given us the rule of conduct which 

every one of His servants must follow. It is obedience to His law, not merely a legal obedience, but an obedience 

which enters into the life, and is exemplified in the character. God has set His own standard of character for all who 

would become subjects of His kingdom. Only those who will become co-workers with Christ, only those who will 

say, Lord, all I have and all I am is Thine, will be acknowledged as sons and daughters of God. All should consider 

what it means to desire heaven, and yet to turn away because of the conditions laid down. Think of what it means 

to say "No" to Christ. The ruler said, No, I cannot give You all. Do we say the same? The Saviour offers to share 

with us the work God has given us to do. He offers to use the means God has given us, to carry forward His work 

in the world. Only in this way can He save us.  {DA 523.1} 

   

     The ruler's possessions were entrusted to him that he might prove himself a faithful steward; he was to dispense 

these goods for the blessing of those in need. So God now entrusts men with means, with talents and opportunities, 

that they may be His agents in helping the poor and the suffering. He who uses his entrusted gifts as God designs 

becomes a co-worker with the Saviour. He wins souls to Christ, because he is a representative of His character.  

{DA 523.2}   
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     To those who, like the young ruler, are in high positions of trust and have great possessions, it may seem too 

great a sacrifice to give up all in order to follow Christ. But this is the rule of conduct for all who would become 

His disciples. Nothing short of obedience can be accepted. Self-surrender is the substance of the teachings of 

Christ. Often it is presented and enjoined in language that seems authoritative, because there is no other way to 

save man than to cut away those things which, if entertained, will demoralize the whole being.  {DA 523.3} 

   

     When Christ's followers give back to the Lord His own, they are accumulating treasure which will be given to 

them when they shall hear the words, "Well done, good and faithful servant; . . . enter thou into the joy of thy 

Lord." "Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 

right hand of the throne of God." Matthew 25:23; Hebrews 12:2. The joy of seeing souls redeemed, souls eternally 

saved, is the reward of all that put their feet in the footprints of Him who said, "Follow Me."  {DA 523.4}  
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LESSON 9 

 
“THE PATIENCE OF THE SAINTS” 

 

August 24 — August 30 

 

STUDY HELP :    This Day With God, “Heart Holiness,” p. 146 

   The Desire of Ages, “Controversy,” pp. 601–609 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, August 30
th

 , 2024 

 

This Day With God 
Chapter 5, p. 146 

 

“Heart Holiness,” 

 

 

May 17
th

  

 

"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people." 

 

Jeremiah 31:33, R.S.V.  

 

     When the law of God is written in the heart it will be exhibited in a pure and holy life. The commandments of 

God are no dead letter. They are spirit and life, bringing the imaginations and even the thoughts into subjection to 

the will of Christ. The heart in which they are written will be kept with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 

life. All who love Jesus and keep the commandments will seek to avoid the very appearance of evil; not because 

they are constrained thus to do, but because they are copying a pure model, and feel averse to everything contrary 

to the law written in their hearts. They will not feel self-sufficient, but their trust will be in God, who alone is able 

to keep them from sin and impurity. The atmosphere surrounding them is pure; they will not corrupt their own 

souls or the souls of others. It is their pleasure to deal justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly before God.   

   

     The danger that lies before those living in these last days, is the absence of pure religion, the absence of heart 

holiness. The converting power of God has not wrought in transforming their characters. They profess to believe 

sacred truths as did the Jewish nation; but in their failing to practice the truth, they are ignorant both of the 

Scriptures and the power of God. The power and influence of God's law are around about, but not within the soul, 

renewing it in true holiness. . . .   

   

     God designs that the teacher of the Bible should in his character and home life be a specimen of the principles of 

the truth which he is teaching to his fellow men.  

   

     What a man is, has a greater influence than what he says. The quiet, consistent, godly life is a living epistle, 

known and read of all men. A man may speak and write like an angel, but his practices may resemble a fallen 

fiend. . . . True character is not something shaped from without, or put on, but it is something radiating from within. 

If true goodness, purity, meekness, lowliness, and equity are dwelling in the heart, that fact will be reflected in the 

character; and such a character is full of power.--Review and Herald, May 17, 1887. (Italics supplied.) 
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EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, August 30
th

 , 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 
Chapter 57, pp. 601–609 

 

“Controversy” 

 

The priests and rulers had listened in silence to Christ's pointed rebukes. They could not refute His charges. But 

they were only the more determined to entrap Him, and with this object they sent to Him spies, "which should 

feign themselves just men, that they might take hold of His words, that so they might deliver Him unto the power 

and authority of the governor." They did not send the old Pharisees whom Jesus had often met, but young men, 

who were ardent and zealous, and whom, they thought, Christ did not know. These were accompanied by certain of 

the Herodians, who were to hear Christ's words, that they might testify against Him at His trial. The Pharisees and 

Herodians had been bitter enemies, but they were now one in enmity to Christ.  {DA 601.1}   

 

     The Pharisees had ever chafed under the exaction of tribute by the Romans. The payment of tribute they held to 

be contrary to the law of God. Now they saw opportunity to lay a snare for Jesus. The spies came to Him, and with 

apparent sincerity, as though desiring to know their duty, said, "Master, we know that Thou says and teaches 

rightly, neither accepted Thou the person of any, but teaches the way of God truly: is it lawful for us to give tribute 

unto Caesar, or no?"  {DA 601.2}   

 

     The words, "We know that Thou says and teaches rightly," had they been sincere, would have been a wonderful 

admission. But they were spoken to deceive; nevertheless their testimony was true. The Pharisees did know that 

Christ said and taught rightly, and by their own testimony will they be judged.  {DA 602.1}  

 

     Those who put the question to Jesus thought that they had sufficiently disguised their purpose; but Jesus read 

their hearts as an open book, and sounded their hypocrisy. "Why tempt ye Me?" He said; thus giving them a sign 

they had not asked, by showing that He read their hidden purpose. They were still more confused when He added, 

"Show Me a penny." They brought it, and He asked them, "Whose image and superscription hath it? They 

answered and said, Caesar's." Pointing to the inscription on the coin, Jesus said, "Render therefore unto Caesar the 

things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's."  {DA 602.2}   

 

     The spies had expected Jesus to answer their question directly, in one way or the other. If He should say, It is 

unlawful to give tribute to Caesar, He would be reported to the Roman authorities and arrested for inciting 

rebellion. But in case He should pronounce it lawful to pay the tribute, they designed to accuse Him to the people 

as opposing the law of God. Now they felt themselves baffled and defeated. Their plans were disarranged. The 

summary manner in which their question had been settled left them nothing further to say.  {DA 602.3}   

 

     Christ's reply was no evasion, but a candid answer to the question. Holding in His hand the Roman coin, upon 

which were stamped the name and image of Caesar, He declared that since they were living under the protection of 

the Roman power, they should render to that power the support it claimed, so long as this did not conflict with a 

higher duty. But while peaceably subject to the laws of the land, they should at all times give their first allegiance 

to God.  {DA 602.4}   

 

     The Saviour's words, "Render . . . unto God the things that are God's," were a severe rebuke to the intriguing 

Jews. Had they faithfully fulfilled their obligations to God, they would not have become a broken nation, subject to 

a foreign power. No Roman ensign would have waved over Jerusalem, no Roman sentinel would have stood at her 

gates, no Roman governor would have ruled within her walls. The Jewish nation was then paying the penalty of its 

apostasy from God.  {DA 602.5}   

 

     When the Pharisees heard Christ's answer, "they marvelled, and left Him, and went their way." He had rebuked 

their hypocrisy and presumption, and in doing this He had stated a great principle, a principle that clearly defines 

the limits of man's duty to the civil government and his duty to God. In many minds a vexed question had been 
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settled. Ever after they held to the right principle. And although many went away dissatisfied, they saw that the 

principle underlying the question had been clearly set forth, and they marvelled at Christ's far-seeing discernment.  

{DA 602.6}   

 

     No sooner were the Pharisees silenced than the Sadducees came forward with their artful questions. The two 

parties stood in bitter opposition to each other. The Pharisees were rigid adherents to tradition. They were exact in 

outward ceremonies, diligent in washings, fastings, and long prayers, and ostentatious in almsgiving. But Christ 

declared that they made void the law of God by teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. As a class they 

were bigoted and hypocritical; yet among them were persons of genuine piety, who accepted Christ's teachings and 

became His disciples. The Sadducees rejected the traditions of the Pharisees. They professed to believe the greater 

portion of the Scriptures, and to regard them as the rule of action; but practically they were sceptics and 

materialists.  {DA 603.1}   

 

     The Sadducees denied the existence of angels, the resurrection of the dead, and the doctrine of a future life, with 

its rewards and punishments. On all these points they differed with the Pharisees. Between the two parties the 

resurrection was especially a subject of controversy. The Pharisees had been firm believers in the resurrection, but 

in these discussions their views in regard to the future state became confused. Death became to them an 

inexplicable mystery. Their inability to meet the arguments of the Sadducees gave rise to continual irritation. The 

discussions between the two parties usually resulted in angry disputes, leaving them farther apart than before.  {DA 

603.2}   

 

     In numbers the Sadducees fell far below their opponents, and they had not so strong a hold upon the common 

people; but many of them were wealthy, and they had the influence which wealth imparts. In their ranks were 

included most of the priests, and from among them the high priest was usually chosen. This was, however, with the 

express stipulation that their sceptical opinions should not be made prominent. On account of the numbers and 

popularity of the Pharisees, it was necessary for the Sadducees to concede outwardly to their doctrines when 

holding any priestly office; but the very fact that they were eligible to such office gave influence to their errors.  

{DA 604.1}   

 

     The Sadducees rejected the teaching of Jesus; He was animated by a spirit which they would not acknowledge 

as manifesting itself thus; and His teaching in regard to God and the future life contradicted their theories. They 

believed in God as the only being superior to man; but they argued that an overruling providence and a divine 

foresight would deprive man of free moral agency, and degrade him to the position of a slave. It was their belief, 

that, having created man, God had left him to himself, independent of a higher influence. They held that man was 

free to control his own life and to shape the events of the world; that his destiny was in his own hands. They denied 

that the Spirit of God works through human efforts or natural means. Yet they still held that, through the proper 

employment of his natural powers, man could become elevated and enlightened; that by rigorous and austere 

exactions his life could be purified.  {DA 604.2}   

 

     Their ideas of God molded their own character. As in their view He had no interest in man, so they had little 

regard for one another; there was little union among them. Refusing to acknowledge the influence of the Holy 

Spirit upon human action, they lacked His power in their lives. Like the rest of the Jews, they boasted much of their 

birthright as children of Abraham, and of their strict adherence to the requirements of the law; but of the true spirit 

of the law and the faith and benevolence of Abraham, they were destitute. Their natural sympathies were brought 

within a narrow compass. They believed it possible for all men to secure the comforts and blessings of life; and 

their hearts were not touched by the wants and sufferings of others. They lived for themselves.  {DA 604.3}   

 

     By His words and His works, Christ testified to a divine power that produces supernatural results, to a future life 

beyond the present, to God as a Father of the children of men, ever watchful of their true interests. He revealed the 

working of divine power in benevolence and compassion that rebuked the selfish exclusiveness of the Sadducees. 

He taught that both for man's temporal and for his eternal good, God moves upon the heart by the Holy Spirit. He 

showed the error of trusting to human power for that transformation of character which can be wrought only by the 

Spirit of God.  {DA 605.1}   

 

     This teaching the Sadducees were determined to discredit. In seeking a controversy with Jesus, they felt 

confident of bringing Him into disrepute, even if they could not secure His condemnation. The resurrection was the 
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subject on which they chose to question Him. Should He agree with them, He would give still further offense to the 

Pharisees. Should He differ with them, they designed to hold His teaching up to ridicule.  {DA 605.2}   

 

     The Sadducees reasoned that if the body is to be composed of the same particles of matter in its immortal as in 

its mortal state, then when raised from the dead it must have flesh and blood, and must resume in the eternal world 

the life interrupted on earth. In that case they concluded that earthly relationships would be resumed, husband and 

wife would be reunited, marriages consummated, and all things go on the same as before death, the frailties and 

passions of this life being perpetuated in the life beyond.  {DA 605.3}   

 

     In answer to their questions, Jesus lifted the veil from the future life. "In the resurrection," He said, "they neither 

marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven." He showed that the Sadducees were 

wrong in their belief. Their premises were false. "Ye do err," He added, "not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power 

of God." He did not charge them, as He had charged the Pharisees, with hypocrisy, but with error of belief.  {DA 

605.4}   

 

     The Sadducees had flattered themselves that they of all men adhered most strictly to the Scriptures. But Jesus 

showed that they had not known their true meaning. That knowledge must be brought home to the heart by the 

enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. Their ignorance of the Scriptures and the power of God He declared to be the 

cause of their confusion of faith and darkness of mind. They were seeking to bring the mysteries of God within the 

compass of their finite reasoning.  

 

Christ called upon them to open their minds to those sacred truths that would broaden and strengthen the 

understanding. Thousands become infidels because their finite minds cannot comprehend the mysteries of God. 

They cannot explain the wonderful exhibition of divine power in His providences, therefore they reject the 

evidences of such power, attributing them to natural agencies which they can comprehend still less. The only key to 

the mysteries that surround us is to acknowledge in them all the presence and power of God. Men need to 

recognize God as the Creator of the universe, One who commands and executes all things. They need a broader 

view of His character, and of the mystery of His agencies.  {DA 605.5}   

 

     Christ declared to His hearers that if there were no resurrection of the dead, the Scriptures which they professed 

to believe would be of no avail. He said, "But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which 

was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God 

is not the God of the dead, but of the living." God counts the things that are not as though they were. He sees the 

end from the beginning, and beholds the result of His work as though it were now accomplished. The precious 

dead, from Adam down to the last saint who dies, will hear the voice of the Son of God, and will come forth from 

the grave to immortal life. God will be their God, and they shall be His people. There will be a close and tender 

relationship between God and the risen saints. This condition, which is anticipated in His purpose, He beholds as if 

it were already existing. The dead live unto Him.  {DA 606.1}   

 

     By the words of Christ the Sadducees were put to silence. They could not answer Him. Not a word had been 

spoken of which the least advantage could be taken for His condemnation. His adversaries had gained nothing but 

the contempt of the people.  {DA 606.2}   

 

     The Pharisees, however, did not yet despair of driving Him to speak that which they could use against Him. 

They prevailed upon a certain learned scribe to question Jesus as to which of the ten precepts of the law was of the 

greatest importance.  {DA 606.3}   

 

     The Pharisees had exalted the first four commandments, which point out the duty of man to his Maker, as of far 

greater consequence than the other six, which define man's duty to his fellow man. As the result, they greatly failed 

of practical godliness. Jesus had shown the people their great deficiency, and had taught the necessity of good 

works, declaring that the tree is known by its fruits. For this reason He had been charged with exalting the last six 

commandments above the first four.  {DA 606.4}   

 

     The lawyer approached Jesus with a direct question, "Which is the first commandment of all?" The answer of 

Christ is direct and forcible: "The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 

and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
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strength: this is the first commandment." The second is like the first, said Christ; for it flows out of it, "Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these." "On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets."  {DA 607.1}   

 

     The first four of the Ten Commandments are summed up in the one great precept, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 

God with all thy heart." The last six are included in the other, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Both 

these commandments are an expression of the principle of love. The first cannot be kept and the second broken, nor 

can the second be kept while the first is broken. When God has His rightful place on the throne of the heart, the 

right place will be given to our neighbour. We shall love him as ourselves. And only as we love God supremely is 

it possible to love our neighbour impartially.  {DA 607.2}   

 

     And since all the commandments are summed up in love to God and man, it follows that not one precept can be 

broken without violating this principle. Thus Christ taught His hearers that the law of God is not so many separate 

precepts, some of which are of great importance, while others are of small importance and may with impunity be 

ignored. Our Lord presents the first four and the last six commandments as a divine whole, and teaches that love to 

God will be shown by obedience to all His commandments.  {DA 607.3}   

 

     The scribe who had questioned Jesus was well read in the law, and he was astonished at His words. He did not 

expect Him to manifest so deep and thorough a knowledge of the Scriptures. He had gained a broader view of the 

principles underlying the sacred precepts. Before the assembled priests and rulers he honestly acknowledged that 

Christ had given the right interpretation to the law, saying:  {DA 607.4}   

 

     "Well, Master, Thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but He: and to love Him 

with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his 

neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices."  {DA 607.5}   

 

     The wisdom of Christ's answer had convicted the scribe. He knew that the Jewish religion consisted in outward 

ceremonies rather than inward piety. He had some sense of the worthlessness of mere ceremonial offerings, and the 

faithless shedding of blood for expiation of sin. Love and obedience to God, and unselfish regard for man, 

appeared to him of more value than all these rites. The readiness of this man to acknowledge the correctness of 

Christ's reasoning, and his decided and prompt response before the people, manifested a spirit entirely different 

from that of the priests and rulers. The heart of Jesus went out in pity to the honest scribe who had dared to face the 

frowns of the priests and the threats of the rulers to speak the convictions of his heart. "And when Jesus saw that he 

answered discreetly, He said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God."  {DA 608.1}   

 

     The scribe was near to the kingdom of God, in that he recognized deeds of righteousness as more acceptable to 

God than burnt offerings and sacrifices. But he needed to recognize the divine character of Christ, and through faith 

in Him receive power to do the works of righteousness. The ritual service was of no value, unless connected with 

Christ by living faith. Even the moral law fails of its purpose, unless it is understood in its relation to the Saviour. 

Christ had repeatedly shown that His Father's law contained something deeper than mere authoritative commands. 

In the law is embodied the same principle that is revealed in the gospel. The law points out man's duty and shows 

him his guilt. To Christ he must look for pardon and for power to do what the law enjoins.  {DA 608.2}  

  

     The Pharisees had gathered close about Jesus as He answered the question of the scribe. Now turning He put a 

question to them: "What think ye of Christ? whose son is He?" This question was designed to test their belief 

concerning the Messiah,--to show whether they regarded Him simply as a man or as the Son of God. A chorus of 

voices answered, "The Son of David." This was the title which prophecy had given to the Messiah. When Jesus 

revealed His divinity by His mighty miracles, when He healed the sick and raised the dead, the people had inquired 

among themselves, "Is not this the Son of David?" The Syrophoenician woman, blind Bartimaeus, and many others 

had cried to Him for help, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Thou Son of David." Matthew 15:22.  

 

While riding into Jerusalem He had been hailed with the joyful shout, "Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is 

He that cometh in the name of the Lord." Matthew 21:9. And the little children in the temple had that day echoed 

the glad ascription. But many who called Jesus the Son of David did not recognize His divinity. They did not 

understand that the Son of David was also the Son of God.  {DA 608.3} 
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     In reply to the statement that Christ was the Son of David, Jesus said, "How then doth David in Spirit [the Spirit 

of Inspiration from God] call Him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, till I 

make Thine enemies Thy footstool? If David then call Him Lord, how is He his son? And no man was able to 

answer Him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask Him any more questions."  {DA 609.1} 
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LESSON 10 

 
“I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU LIFE AND DEATH” 

 

August 31 — September 6 

 

STUDY HELP :    Our High Calling, “Sweetness of Self Denial,” p. 99 

  The Great Controversy, “The Destruction of Jerusalem,” pp. 17–38 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, September 6
th

 , 2024 

 

Our High Calling 
Chapter 7,  p. 199 

 

“Sweetness of Self Denial” 
 

 

July 12
th

  

 

Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled 

with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.  

 

Proverbs 3:9-10 

 

God's claims underlie all other claims. He lays His hand upon all that He, from His fullness and beneficence, 

has entrusted to man, and says: "I am the rightful owner of the universe, and these goods are Mine. Use them to 

advance My cause, to build up My kingdom, and My blessing shall rest upon you."   

  

Some give of their abundance, yet feel no lack. They do not practice self-denial for the cause of Christ. They 

give liberally and heartily, but they still have all that heart can wish. God regards it. The action and motive are 

strictly marked by Him, and they will not lose their reward. But those who have less means must not excuse 

themselves because they cannot do as much as some others. Do what you can. Deny yourself of some article you 

can do without, and sacrifice for the cause of God. Like the poor widow, cast in your two mites. You will actually 

give more than all those who give of their abundance; and you will know how sweet it is to deny self, to give to the 

needy, to sacrifice for the truth, and to lay up treasure in heaven.   

  

The young . . . who profess the truth, have yet a lesson of self-denial to learn. If these made more sacrifice for 

the truth, they would esteem it more highly. It would affect their hearts, and purify their lives. Too often the young 

do not take the burden of the cause of God, or feel any responsibility in regard to it. Is it because God has excused 

them? Oh, no; they excuse themselves. They do not realize that they are not their own. Their strength, their time, is 

not their own. They are bought with a price; and unless they possess the spirit of self-denial and sacrifice, they can 

never gain the immortal inheritance.   

 

Give what you can now, and as you cooperate with Christ, your hand will open to impart still more. And God 

will refill your hand, that the treasure of truth may be taken to many souls. He will give to you that you may give to 

others. 
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EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, September 6
th

 , 2024 

 

 

The Great Controversy 
Chapter , pp. 17–38 

 

 “The Destruction of Jerusalem” 
 

     “If thou had known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are 

hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 

compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children 

within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one Stone upon another; because thou knew not the time of thy 

visitation.” [Luke 19:42-44.]  {GC88 17.1}  

 

     From the crest of Olivet, Jesus looked upon Jerusalem. Fair and peaceful was the scene spread out before him. It 

was the season of the Passover, and from all lands the children of Jacob had gathered there to celebrate the great 

national festival. In the midst of gardens and vineyards, and green slopes studded with pilgrims’ tents, rose the 

terraced hills, the stately palaces, and massive bulwarks of Israel's capital. The daughter of Zion seemed in her 

pride to say, “I sit a queen, and shall see no sorrow;” as lovely then, and deeming herself as secure in Heaven's 

favour, as when, ages before, the royal minstrel sung, “Beautiful of situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount 

Zion,” “the city of the great King.” [Psalm 48:2.] In full view were the magnificent buildings of the temple. The 

rays of the setting sun lighted up the snowy whiteness of its marble walls, and gleamed from golden gate and tower 

and pinnacle. “The perfection of beauty” it stood, the pride of the Jewish nation. What child of Israel could gaze 

upon the scene without a thrill of joy and admiration! But far other thoughts occupied the mind of Jesus. “When he 

was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it.” [Luke 19:41.] Amid the universal rejoicing of the triumphal 

entry, while palm branches waved, while glad hosannas awoke the echoes of the hills, and thousands of voices 

declared him king, the world's Redeemer was overwhelmed with a sudden and mysterious sorrow. He, the Son of 

God, the Promised One of Israel, whose power had conquered death, and called its captives from the grave, was in 

tears, not of ordinary grief, but of intense, irrepressible agony.  {GC88 17.2}  

 

     His tears were not for himself, though he well knew whither his feet were tending. Before him lay Gethsemane, 

the scene of his approaching agony. The sheep gate also was in sight, through which for centuries the victims for 

sacrifice had been led, and which was to open for him when he should be “brought as a lamb to the slaughter.” 

[Isaiah 53:7.] Not far distant was Calvary, the place of crucifixion. Upon the path which Christ was soon to tread 

must fall the horror of great darkness as he should make his soul an offering for sin. Yet it was not the 

contemplation of these scenes that cast the shadow upon him in this hour of gladness. No foreboding of his own 

superhuman anguish clouded that unselfish spirit. He wept for the doomed thousands of Jerusalem— because of 

the blindness and impenitence of those whom he came to bless and to save.  {GC88 18.1}  

 

     The history of more than a thousand years of God's special favour and guardian care, manifested to the chosen 

people, was open to the eye of Jesus. There was Mount Moriah, where the son of promise, an unresisting victim, 

had been bound to the altar,—emblem of the offering of the Son of God. [Genesis 22:9.] There, the covenant of 

blessing, the glorious Messianic promise, had been confirmed to the father of the faithful. [Genesis 22:16-18.] 

There the flames of the sacrifice ascending to heaven from the threshing-floor of Ornan had turned aside the sword 

of the destroying angel [1 Chronicles 21.]—fitting symbol of the Saviour's sacrifice and mediation for guilty men. 

Jerusalem had been honoured of God above all the earth. The Lord had “chosen Zion,” he had “desired it for his 

habitation.” [Psalm 132:13.] There, for ages, holy prophets had uttered their messages of warning. There, priests 

had waved their censers, and the cloud of incense, with the prayers of the worshipers, had ascended before God. 

There daily the blood of slain lambs had been offered, pointing forward to the Lamb of God. There, Jehovah had 

revealed his presence in the cloud of glory above the mercy-seat. There rested the base of that mystic ladder 

connecting earth with Heaven, [Genesis 28:12; John 1:51.]—that ladder upon which angels of God descended and 

ascended, and which opened to the world the way into the holiest of all. Had Israel as a nation preserved her 

allegiance to Heaven, Jerusalem would have stood forever, the elect of God. [Jeremiah 17:21-25.] But the history 
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of that favoured people was a record of backsliding and rebellion. They had resisted Heaven's grace, abused their 

privileges, and slighted their opportunities.  {GC88 18.2}  

 

     Although Israel had “mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets,” [2 

Chronicles 36:15, 16.] he had still manifested himself to them, as “the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth;” [Exodus 34:6.] notwithstanding repeated rejections, his mercy had 

continued its pleadings. With more than a father's pitying love for the son of his care, God had “sent to them by his 

messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling-place.” 

[2 Chronicles 36:15, 16.] When remonstrance, entreaty, and rebuke had failed, he sent to them the best gift of 

Heaven; nay, he poured out all Heaven in that one gift.  {GC88 19.1}  

 

     The Son of God himself was sent to plead with the impenitent city. It was Christ that had brought Israel as a 

goodly vine out of Egypt. [Psalm 80:8.] His own hand had cast out the heathen before it. He had planted it “in a 

very fruitful hill.” [Isaiah 5:1-4.] His guardian care had hedged it about. His servants had been sent to nurture it. 

“What could have been done more to my vineyard,” he exclaims, “that I have not done in it?” [Isaiah 5:1-4.] 

Though when he “looked that it should bring forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes,” [Isaiah 5:1-4.] yet with a 

still yearning hope of fruitfulness he came in person to his vineyard, if haply it might be saved from destruction. He 

dug about his vine; he pruned and cherished it. He was unwearied in his efforts to save this vine of his own 

planting.  {GC88 20.1}  

 

     For three years the Lord of light and glory had gone in and out among his people. “He went about doing good,” 

“healing all that were oppressed of the devil,” [Acts 10:38; Luke 4:18; Matthew 11:5.] binding up the broken-

hearted, setting at liberty them that were bound, restoring sight to the blind, causing the lame to walk and deaf to 

hear, cleansing the lepers, raising the dead, and preaching the gospel to the poor. [Acts 10:38; Luke 4:18; Matthew 

11:5.] To all classes alike was addressed the gracious call, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, 

and I will give you rest.” [Matthew 11:28.]  {GC88 20.2}  

 

     Though rewarded with evil for good, and hatred for his love, [Psalm 109:5.] he had steadfastly pursued his 

mission of mercy. Never were those repelled that sought his grace. A homeless wanderer, reproach and penury his 

daily lot, he lived to minister to the needs and lighten the woes of men, to plead with them to accept the gift of life. 

The waves of mercy, beaten back by those stubborn hearts, returned in a stronger tide of pitying, inexpressible 

love. But Israel had turned from her best friend and only helper. The pleadings of his love had been despised, his 

counsels spurned, his warnings ridiculed.  {GC88 20.3}  

 

     The hour of hope and pardon was fast passing; the cup of God's long-deferred wrath was almost full. The cloud 

that had been gathering through ages of apostasy and rebellion, now black with woe, was about to burst upon a 

guilty people, and He who alone could save them from their impending fate had been slighted, abused, rejected, 

and was soon to be crucified. When Christ should hang upon the cross of Calvary, Israel's day as a nation favoured 

and blessed of God would be ended. The loss of even one soul is a calamity, infinitely outweighing the gains and 

treasures of a world; but as Christ looked upon Jerusalem, the doom of a whole city, a whole nation, was before 

him; that city, that nation which had once been the chosen of God,—his peculiar treasure.  {GC88 21.1}  

 

     Prophets had wept over the apostasy of Israel, and the terrible desolations by which their sins were visited. 

Jeremiah wished that his eyes were a fountain of tears, that he might weep day and night for the slain of the 

daughter of his people, for the Lord's flock that was carried away captive. [Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17.] What, then, was 

the grief of Him whose prophetic glance took in, not years, but ages! He beheld the destroying angel with sword 

uplifted against the city which had so long been Jehovah's dwelling-place. From the ridge of Olivet, the very spot 

afterward occupied by Titus and his army, he looked across the valley upon the sacred courts and porticoes, and 

with tear-dimmed eyes he saw, in awful perspective, the walls surrounded by alien hosts. He heard the tread of 

armies marshalling for war. He heard the voice of mothers and children crying for bread in the besieged city. He 

saw her holy and beautiful house, her palaces and towers, given to the flames, and where once they stood, only a 

heap of smouldering ruins.  {GC88 21.2}  

 

     Looking down the ages, he saw the covenant people scattered in every land, “like wrecks on a desert shore.” In 

the temporal retribution about to fall upon her children, he saw but the first draught from that cup of wrath which at 

the final Judgment she must drain to its dregs. Divine pity, yearning love, found utterance in the mournful words: 
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“‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killed the prophets, and stoned them which are sent unto thee, how often would 

I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!’ 

[Matthew 23:37.] Oh that thou, a nation favoured above every other, had known the time of thy visitation, and the 

things that belong unto thy peace! I have stayed the angel of justice, I have called thee to repentance, but in vain. It 

is not merely servants, delegates, and prophets, whom thou hast refused and rejected, but the Holy One of Israel, 

thy Redeemer. If thou art destroyed, thou alone art responsible. ‘Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.’” 

[John 5:40.]  {GC88 21.3} 

  

     Christ saw in Jerusalem a symbol of the world hardened in unbelief and rebellion, and hastening on to meet the 

retributive judgments of God. The woes of a fallen race, pressing upon his soul, forced from his lips that exceeding 

bitter cry. He saw the record of sin traced in human misery, tears, and blood; his heart was moved with infinite pity 

for the afflicted and suffering ones of earth; he yearned to relieve them all. But even his hand might not turn back 

the tide of human woe; few would seek their only source of help. He was willing to pour out his soul unto death, to 

bring salvation within their reach; but few would come to him that they might have life.  {GC88 22.1}  

 

     The Majesty of Heaven in tears! the Son of the infinite God troubled in spirit, bowed down with anguish! The 

scene filled all Heaven with wonder. That scene reveals to us the exceeding sinfulness of sin; it shows how hard a 

task it is, even for infinite power, to save the guilty from the consequences of transgressing the law of God. Jesus, 

looking down to the last generation, saw the world involved in a deception similar to that which caused the 

destruction of Jerusalem. The great sin of the Jews was their rejection of Christ; the great sin of the Christian world 

would be their rejection of the law of God, the foundation of his government in Heaven and earth. The precepts of 

Jehovah would be despised and set at naught. Millions in bondage to sin, slaves of Satan, doomed to suffer the 

second death, would refuse to listen to the words of truth in their day of visitation. Terrible blindness! strange 

infatuation!  {GC88 22.2}  

 

     Two days before the Passover, when Christ had for the last time departed from the temple, after denouncing the 

hypocrisy of the Jewish rulers, he again went out with his disciples to the Mount of Olives, and seated himself with 

them upon a grassy slope overlooking the city. Once more he gazed upon its walls, its towers, and its palaces. Once 

more he beheld the temple in its dazzling splendour, a diadem of beauty crowning the sacred mount.  {GC88 23.1}  

 

     A thousand years before, the psalmist had magnified God's favour to Israel in making her holy house his 

dwelling-place: “In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in Zion.” [Psalm 76:2.] He “chose the tribe 

of Judah, the Mount Zion which he loved. And he built his sanctuary like high palaces.” [Psalm 78:68, 69.] The 

first temple had been erected during the most prosperous period of Israel's history. Vast stores of treasure for this 

purpose had been collected by King David, and the plans for its construction were made by divine inspiration. [1 

Chronicles 28:12, 19.] Solomon, the wisest of Israel's monarchs, had completed the work. This temple was the 

most magnificent building which the world ever saw. Yet the Lord had declared by the prophet Haggai, concerning 

the second temple, “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former.” “I will shake all nations, and 

the Desire of all nations shall come; and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.” [Haggai 2:9,7.]  

{GC88 23.2}  

 

     After the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, it was rebuilt about five hundred years before the birth 

of Christ, by a people who from a life-long captivity had returned to a wasted and almost deserted country. There 

were then among them aged men who had seen the glory of Solomon's temple, and who wept at the foundation of 

the new building, that it must be so inferior to the former. The feeling that prevailed is forcibly described by the 

prophet: “Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your 

eyes in comparison of it as nothing?” [Haggai 2:3.] Then was given the promise that the glory of this latter house 

should be greater than that of the former.  {GC88 23.3}  

 

     But the second temple had not equalled the first in magnificence; nor was it hallowed by those visible tokens of 

the divine presence which pertained to the first temple. There was no manifestation of supernatural power to mark 

its dedication. No cloud of glory was seen to fill the newly erected sanctuary. No fire from Heaven descended to 

consume the sacrifice upon its altar. The shekinah no longer abode between the cherubim in the most holy place; 

the ark, the mercy-seat, and the tables of the testimony were not to be found therein. No voice sounded from 

Heaven to make known to the inquiring priest the will of Jehovah.  {GC88 24.1}  
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     For centuries the Jews had vainly endeavoured to show wherein the promise of God given by Haggai, had been 

fulfilled; yet pride and unbelief blinded their minds to the true meaning of the prophet's words. The second temple 

was not honoured with the cloud of Jehovah's glory, but with the living presence of One in whom dwelt the fullness 

of the Godhead bodily,—who was God himself manifest in the flesh. The “Desire of all nations” had indeed come 

to his temple when the Man of Nazareth taught and healed in the sacred courts. In the presence of Christ, and in 

this only, did the second temple exceed the first in glory. But Israel had put from her the proffered gift of Heaven. 

With the humble Teacher who had that day passed out from its golden gate, the glory had forever departed from the 

temple. Already were the Saviour's words fulfilled, “Your house is left unto you desolate.” [Matthew 23:38.]  

{GC88 24.2}  

 

     The disciples had been filled with awe and wonder at Christ's prediction of the overthrow of the temple, and 

they desired to understand more fully the meaning of his words. Wealth, labour, and architectural skill had for 

more than forty years been freely expended to enhance its splendours. Herod the Great had lavished upon it both 

Roman wealth and Jewish treasure, and even the emperor of the world had enriched it with his gifts. Massive 

blocks of white marble, of almost fabulous size, forwarded from Rome for this purpose, formed a part of its 

structure; and to these the disciples had called the attention of their Master, saying, “See what manner of stones and 

what buildings are here!” [Mark 13:1.]  {GC88 25.1}  

 

     To these words, Jesus made the solemn and startling reply, “Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here 

one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” [Matthew 24:2.]  {GC88 25.2}  

 

     With the overthrow of Jerusalem the disciples associated the events of Christ's personal coming in temporal 

glory to take the throne of universal empire, to punish the impenitent Jews, and to break from off the nation the 

Roman yoke. The Lord had told them that he would come the second time. Hence at the mention of judgments 

upon Jerusalem, their minds reverted to that coming, and as they were gathered about the Saviour upon the Mount 

of Olives, they asked, “When shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 

world?” [Matthew 24:3.]  {GC88 25.3} 

  

     The future was mercifully veiled from the disciples. Had they at that time fully comprehended the two awful 

facts,— the Redeemer's sufferings and death and the destruction of their city and temple,—they would have been 

overwhelmed with horror. Christ presented before them an outline of the prominent events to take place before the 

close of time. His words were not then fully understood; but their meaning was to be unfolded as his people should 

need the instruction therein given. The prophecy which he uttered was twofold in its meaning: while 

foreshadowing the destruction of Jerusalem, it prefigured also the terrors of the last great day.  {GC88 25.4}  

 

     Jesus declared to the listening disciples the judgments that were to fall upon apostate Israel, and especially the 

retributive vengeance that would come upon them for their rejection and crucifixion of the Messiah. Unmistakable 

signs would precede the awful climax. The dreaded hour would come suddenly and swiftly. And the Saviour 

warned his followers: “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 

stand in the holy place (whoso reads, let him understand), then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains.” 

[Matthew 24:15, 16; Luke 21:20.] When the idolatrous standards of the Romans should be set up in the holy 

ground, which extended some furlongs outside the city walls, then the followers of Christ were to find safety in 

flight. When the warning sign should be seen, those who would escape must make no delay. Throughout the land 

of Judea, as well as in Jerusalem itself, the signal for flight must be immediately obeyed. He who chanced to be 

upon the housetop must not go down into his house, even to save his most valued treasures. Those who were 

working in the fields or vineyards must not take time to return for the outer garment laid aside while they should be 

toiling in the heat of the day. They must not hesitate a moment, lest they be involved in the general destruction.  

{GC88 26.1}  

 

     In the reign of Herod, Jerusalem had not only been greatly beautified, but by the erection of towers, walls, and 

fortresses, adding to the natural strength of its situation, it had been rendered apparently impregnable. He who 

would at this time have foretold publicly its destruction, would, like Noah in his day, have been called a crazed 

alarmist. But Christ had said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” [Matthew 

24:35.] Because of her sins, wrath had been denounced against Jerusalem, and her stubborn unbelief rendered her 

doom certain.  {GC88 26.2}  
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     The Lord had declared by the prophet Micah: “Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes 

of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem 

with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof 

divine for money; yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon 

us.” [Micah 3:9-11.]  {GC88 27.1}  

 

     These words faithfully described the corrupt and self-righteous inhabitants of Jerusalem. While claiming to 

rigidly observe the precepts of God's law, they were transgressing all its principles. They hated Christ because his 

purity and holiness revealed their iniquity; and they accused him of being the cause of all the troubles which had 

come upon them in consequence of their sins. Though they knew him to be sinless, they had declared that his death 

was necessary to their safety as a nation. “If we let him thus alone,” said the Jewish leaders, “all men will believe 

on him; and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and  nation.” [John 11:48.] If Christ were 

sacrificed, they might once more become a strong, united people. Thus they reasoned, and they concurred in the 

decision of their high priest, that it would be better for one man to die than for the whole nation to perish.  {GC88 

27.2}  

 

     Thus the Jewish leaders had “built up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity.” And yet, while they slew 

their Saviour because he reproved their sins, such was their self-righteousness that they regarded themselves as 

God's favoured people, and expected the Lord to deliver them from their enemies. “Therefore,” continued the 

prophet, “shall Zion for your sake be ploughed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of 

the house as the high places of the forest.” [Micah 3:12.]  {GC88 27.3}  

 

     For forty years after the doom of Jerusalem had been pronounced by Christ himself, the Lord delayed his 

judgments upon the city and the nation. Wonderful was the long-suffering of God toward the rejecters of his gospel 

and the murderers of his Son. The parable of the unfruitful tree represented God's dealings with the Jewish nation. 

The command had gone forth, “Cut it down; why cumber it the ground?” [Luke 13:7.] but divine mercy had spared 

it yet a little longer. There were still many among the Jews who were ignorant of the character and the work of 

Christ. And the children had not enjoyed the opportunities or received the light which their parents had spurned. 

Through the preaching of the apostles and their associates, God would cause light to shine upon them; they would 

be permitted to see how prophecy had been fulfilled, not only in the birth and life of Christ, but in his death and 

resurrection. The children were not condemned for the sins of the parents; but when, with a knowledge of all the 

light given to their parents, the children rejected the additional light granted to themselves, they became partakers 

of the parents’ sins, and filled up the measure of their iniquity.  {GC88 28.1}  

 

     The long-suffering of God toward Jerusalem only confirmed the Jews in their stubborn impenitence. In their 

hatred and cruelty toward the disciples of Jesus, they rejected the last offer of mercy. Then God withdrew his 

protection from them, and removed his restraining power from Satan and his angels, and the nation was left to the 

control of the leader she had chosen. Her children had spurned the grace of Christ, which would have enabled them 

to subdue their evil impulses, and now these became the conquerors.  Satan aroused the fiercest and most debased 

passions of the soul. Men did not reason; they were beyond reason,—controlled by impulse and blind rage. They 

became Satanic in their cruelty. In the family and in the nation, among the highest and the lowest classes alike, 

there was suspicion, envy, hatred, strife, rebellion, murder. There was no safety anywhere. Friends and kindred 

betrayed one another. Parents slew their children, and children their parents. The rulers of the people had no power 

to rule themselves. Uncontrolled passions made them tyrants. The Jews had accepted false testimony to condemn 

the innocent Son of God. Now false accusations made their own lives uncertain. By their actions they had long 

been saying, “Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.” [Isaiah 30:11.] Now their desire was granted. 

The fear of God no longer disturbed them. Satan was at the head of the nation, and the highest civil and religious 

authorities were under his sway.  {GC88 28.2}  

 

     The leaders of the opposing factions at times united to plunder and torture their wretched victims, and again 

they fell upon each other's forces, and slaughtered without mercy. Even the sanctity of the temple could not restrain 

their horrible ferocity. The worshipers were stricken down before the altar, and the sanctuary was polluted with the 

bodies of the slain. Yet in their blind and blasphemous presumption the instigators of this hellish work publicly 

declared that they had no fear that Jerusalem would be destroyed, for it was God's own city. To establish their 

power more firmly, they bribed false prophets to proclaim, even while Roman legions were besieging the temple, 

that the people were to wait for deliverance from God. To the last, multitudes held fast to the belief that the Most 
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High would interpose for the defeat of their adversaries. But Israel had spurned the divine protection, and now she 

had no defense. Unhappy Jerusalem! rent by internal dissensions, the blood of her children slain by one another's 

hands crimsoning her streets, while alien armies beat down her fortifications and slew her men of war!  {GC88 

29.1}  

 

     All the predictions given by Christ concerning the destruction of Jerusalem were fulfilled to the letter. The Jews 

experienced the truth of his words of warning, “With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” 

[Matthew 7:2.]  {GC88 30.1}  

 

     Signs and wonders appeared, foreboding disaster and doom. In the midst of the night an unnatural light shone 

over the temple and the altar. Upon the clouds at sunset were pictured chariots and men of war gathering for battle. 

The priests ministering by night in the sanctuary were terrified by mysterious sounds; the earth trembled, and a 

multitude of voices were heard crying, “Let us depart hence.” The great eastern gate, which was so heavy that it 

could hardly be shut by a score of men, and which was secured by immense bars of iron fastened deep in the 

pavement of solid stone, opened at midnight, without visible agency.  {GC88 30.2}  

 

     For seven years a man continued to go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, declaring the woes that were to 

come upon the city. By day and by night he chanted the wild dirge, “A voice from the east; a voice from the west; a 

voice from the four winds; a voice against Jerusalem and the temple; a voice against the bridegroom and the bride; 

and a voice against all the people.” This strange being was imprisoned and scourged; but no complaint escaped his 

lips. To insult and abuse he answered only, “Woe to Jerusalem! woe, woe to the inhabitants thereof!” His warning 

cry ceased not until he was slain in the siege he had foretold.  {GC88 30.3}  

 

     Not one Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem. Christ had given his disciples warning, and all who 

believed his words watched for the promised sign. “When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies,” said 

Jesus, “then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and 

let them which are in the midst of it depart out.” [Luke 21:20, 21.] After the Romans under Cestius had surrounded 

the city, they unexpectedly abandoned the siege when everything seemed favourable for an immediate attack. The 

besieged, despairing of successful resistance, were on the point of surrender, when the Roman general withdrew his 

forces, without the least apparent reason. But God's merciful providence was directing events for the good of his 

own people. The promised sign had been given to the waiting Christians, and now an opportunity was afforded for 

all who would to obey the Saviour's warning. Events were so overruled that neither Jews nor Romans should hinder 

the flight of the Christians. Upon the retreat of Cestius, the Jews, sallying from Jerusalem, pursued after his retiring 

army, and while both forces were thus fully engaged, the Christians had an opportunity to leave the city. At this 

time the country also had been cleared of enemies who might have endeavoured to intercept them. At the time of 

the siege, the Jews were assembled at Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Tabernacles, and thus the Christians 

throughout the land were able to make their escape unmolested. Without delay they fled to a place of safety,—the 

city of Pella, in the land of Perea, beyond Jordan.  {GC88 30.4}  

 

     The Jewish forces, pursuing after Cestius and his army, fell upon their rear with such fierceness as to threaten 

them with total destruction. It was with great difficulty that the Romans succeeded in making their retreat. The 

Jews escaped almost without loss, and with their spoils returned in triumph to Jerusalem. Yet this apparent success 

brought them only evil. It inspired them with that spirit of stubborn resistance to the Romans which speedily 

brought unutterable woe upon the doomed city.  {GC88 31.1}  

 

     Terrible were the calamities that fell upon Jerusalem when the siege was resumed by Titus. The city was 

invested at the time of the Passover, when millions of Jews were assembled within its walls. Their stores of 

provision, which if carefully preserved would have supplied the inhabitants for years, had previously been 

destroyed through the jealousy and revenge of the contending factions, and now all the horrors of starvation were 

experienced. A measure of wheat was sold for a talent. So fierce were the pangs of hunger that men would gnaw 

the leather of their belts and sandals and the covering of their shields. Great numbers of the people would steal out 

at night to gather wild plants growing outside the city walls, though many were seized and put to death with cruel 

torture, and often those who returned in safety were robbed of what they had gleaned at so great peril. The most 

inhuman tortures were inflicted by those in power, to force from the want-stricken people the last scanty supplies 

which they might have concealed. And these cruelties were not infrequently practiced by men who were 

themselves well fed, and who were merely desirous of laying up a store of provision for the future.   {GC88 31.2}  
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     Thousands perished from famine and pestilence. Natural affection seemed to have been destroyed. Husbands 

robbed their wives, and wives their husbands. Children would be seen snatching the food from the mouths of their 

aged parents. The question of the prophet, “Can a woman forget her sucking child?” [Isaiah 49:15.] received the 

answer within the walls of that doomed city, “The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children; they 

were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people.” [Lamentations 4:10.] Again was fulfilled the 

warning prophecy given fourteen centuries before: “The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not 

adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward 

the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter; . . . and toward her children which she 

shall bear; for she shall eat them for want of all things secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine enemy 

shall distress thee in thy gates.” [Deuteronomy 28:56, 57.]  {GC88 32.1}  

 

     The Roman leaders endeavoured to strike terror to the Jews, and thus cause them to surrender. Those prisoners 

who resisted when taken, were scourged, tortured, and crucified before the wall of the city. Hundreds were daily 

put to death in this manner, and the dreadful work continued until, along the valley of Jehoshaphat and at Calvary, 

crosses were erected in so great numbers that there was scarcely room to move among them. So terribly was visited 

that awful imprecation uttered before the judgment-seat of Pilate: “His blood be on us, and on our children.” 

[Matthew 27:25.]  {GC88 32.2}  

 

     Titus would willingly have put an end to the fearful scene, and thus have spared Jerusalem the full measure of 

her doom. He was filled with horror as he saw the bodies of the dead lying in heaps in the valleys. Like one  

entranced, he looked from the crest of Olivet upon the  magnificent temple, and gave command that not one stone 

of it be touched. Before attempting to gain possession of this stronghold, he made an earnest appeal to the Jewish 

leaders not to force him to defile the sacred place with blood. If they would come forth and fight in any other place, 

no Roman should violate the sanctity of the temple. Josephus himself, in a most eloquent appeal, entreated them to 

surrender, to save themselves, their city, and their place of worship. But his words were answered with bitter 

curses. Darts were hurled at him, their last human mediator, as he stood pleading with them. The Jews had rejected 

the entreaties of the Son of God, and now expostulation and  entreaty only made them more determined to resist to 

the last. In vain were the efforts of Titus to save the temple; One greater than he had declared that not one stone 

was to be left upon another.  {GC88 33.1}  

 

     The blind obstinacy of the Jewish leaders, and the detestable crimes perpetrated within the besieged city, excited 

the horror and indignation of the Romans, and Titus at last decided to take the temple by storm. He determined, 

however, that if possible it should be saved from destruction. But his commands were disregarded. After he had 

retired to his tent at night, the Jews, sallying from the temple,  attacked the soldiers without. In the struggle, a 

firebrand was flung by a soldier through an opening in the porch, and immediately the cedar-lined chambers about 

the holy house were in a blaze. Titus rushed to the place, followed by his generals and legionaries, and commanded 

the soldiers to quench the flames. His words were unheeded. In their fury the soldiers hurled blazing brands into 

the chambers adjoining the temple, and then with their swords they slaughtered in great numbers those who had 

found shelter there. Blood flowed down the temple steps like water. Thousands upon thousands of Jews perished. 

Above the sound of battle, voices were heard shouting, “Ichabod!”— the glory is departed.  {GC88 33.2}  

 

     “Titus found it impossible to check the rage of the  soldiery; he entered with his officers, and surveyed the 

interior of the sacred edifice. The splendour filled them with wonder; and as the flames had not yet penetrated to 

the holy place, he made a last effort to save it, and springing forth, again exhorted the soldiers to stay the progress 

of the conflagration. The centurion Liberalis endeavoured to enforce obedience with his staff of office; but even 

respect for the emperor gave way to the furious animosity against the Jews, to the fierce excitement of battle, and to 

the insatiable hope of plunder. The soldiers saw everything around them radiant with gold, which shone dazzlingly 

in the wild light of the flames; they supposed that incalculable treasures were laid up in the sanctuary. A soldier, 

unperceived, thrust a lighted torch between the hinges of the door; the whole building was in flames in an instant. 

The blinding smoke and fire forced the officers to retreat, and the noble edifice was left to its fate.  {GC88 34.1}  

 

     “It was an appalling spectacle to the Roman; what was it to the Jew? The whole summit of the hill which 

commanded the city blazed like a volcano. One after another the buildings fell in, with a tremendous crash, and 

were swallowed up in the fiery abyss. The roofs of cedar were like sheets of flame; the gilded pinnacles shone like 

spikes of red light; the gate towers sent up tall columns of flame and smoke. The neighbouring hills were lighted 
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up; and dark groups of people were seen watching in horrible anxiety the progress of the destruction; the walls and 

heights of the upper city were crowded with faces, some pale with the agony of despair, others scowling unavailing 

vengeance. The shouts of the Roman soldiery as they ran to the fro, and the howlings of the insurgents who were 

perishing in the flames, mingled with the roaring of the conflagration and the thundering sound of falling timbers. 

The echoes of the mountains replied or brought back the shrieks of the people on the heights; all along the walls 

resounded screams and wailings; men who were expiring with famine rallied their remaining strength to utter a cry 

of anguish and desolation.  {GC88 34.2}  

 

     “The slaughter within was even more dreadful than the spectacle from without. Men and women, old and 

young, insurgents and priests, those who fought and those who entreated mercy, were hewn down in indiscriminate 

carnage. The number of the slain exceeded that of the slayers. The legionaries had to clamber over heaps of dead to 

carry on the work of extermination.”  {GC88 35.1}  

 

     After the destruction of the temple, the whole city soon fell into the hands of the Romans. The leaders of the 

Jews forsook their impregnable towers, and Titus found them solitary. He gazed upon them with amazement, and 

declared  that God had given them into his hands; for no engines, however powerful, could have prevailed against 

those stupendous battlements. Both the city and the temple were razed to their foundations, and the ground upon 

which the holy house had stood was “ploughed like a field.” [Jeremiah 26:18.] In the siege and the slaughter that 

followed, more than a million of the people perished; the survivors were carried away as captives, sold as slaves, 

dragged to Rome to grace the conqueror's triumph, thrown to wild beasts in the amphitheatres, or scattered as 

homeless wanderers throughout the earth.  {GC88 35.2}  

 

     The Jews had forged their own fetters; they had filled for themselves the cup of vengeance. In the utter 

destruction that befell them as a nation, and in all the woes that followed them in their dispersion, they were but 

reaping the harvest which their own hands had sown. Says the prophet, “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself;” “for 

thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.” [Hosea 13:9; 14:1.] Their sufferings are often represented as a punishment 

visited upon them by the direct decree of God. It is thus that the great deceiver seeks to conceal his own work. By 

stubborn rejection of divine love and mercy, the Jews had caused the protection of God to be withdrawn from 

them, and Satan was permitted to rule them according to his will. The horrible cruelties enacted in the destruction 

of Jerusalem are a demonstration of Satan's vindictive power over those who yield to his control.  {GC88 36.1}  

 

     We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protection which we enjoy. It is the restraining 

power of God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the control of Satan. The disobedient and unthankful 

have great reason for gratitude for God's mercy and long-suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power 

of the evil one. But when men pass the limits of divine forbearance, that restraint is removed. God does not stand 

toward the sinner as an executioner of the sentence against transgression; but he leaves the rejecters of his mercy to 

themselves, to reap that which they have sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, 

every passion indulged, every transgression of the law of God, is a seed sown, which yields its unfailing harvest. 

The Spirit of God, persistently resisted, is at last withdrawn from the sinner, and then there is left no power to 

control the evil passions of the soul, and no protection from the malice and enmity of Satan. The destruction of 

Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning to all who are trifling with the offers of divine grace, and resisting the 

pleadings of divine mercy. Never was there given a more decisive testimony to God's hatred of sin, and to the 

certain punishment that will fall upon the guilty.  {GC88 36.2}  

 

     The Saviour's prophecy concerning the visitation of judgments upon Jerusalem is to have another fulfillment, of 

which that terrible desolation was but a faint shadow. In the fate of the chosen city we may behold the doom of a 

world that has rejected God's mercy and trampled upon his law. Dark are the records of human misery that earth 

has witnessed during its long centuries of crime. The heart sickens and the mind grows faint in contemplation. 

Terrible have been the results of rejecting the authority of Heaven. But a scene yet darker is presented in the 

revelations of the future. The records of the past,—the long procession of tumults, conflicts, and revolutions, the 

“battle of the warrior, with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood,” [Isaiah 9:5.]—what are these, in contrast 

with the terrors of that day when the restraining Spirit of God shall be wholly withdrawn from the wicked, no 

longer to hold in check the outburst of human passion and Satanic wrath! The world will then behold, as never 

before, the results of Satan's rule.  {GC88 37.1}  
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     But in that day, as in the time of Jerusalem's destruction, God's people will be delivered, “every one that shall be 

found written among the living.” Christ has declared that he will come the second time, to gather his faithful ones 

to himself: “Then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 

heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 

gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” [Matthew 24:30, 31.] Then 

shall they that obey not the gospel be consumed with the spirit of his mouth, and be destroyed with the brightness 

of his coming. [2 Thessalonians 2:8.] Like Israel of old, the wicked destroy themselves; they fall by their iniquity. 

By a life of sin, they have placed themselves so out of harmony with God, their natures have become so debased 

with evil, that the manifestation of his glory is to them a consuming fire.  {GC88 37.2}  

 

     Let men beware lest they neglect the lesson conveyed to them in the words of Christ. As he warned his disciples 

of Jerusalem's destruction, giving them a sign of the approaching ruin, that they might make their escape, so he has 

warned the world of the day of final destruction, and has given them tokens of its approach, that all who will may 

flee from the wrath to come. Jesus declares, “There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and 

upon the earth distress of nations.” [Luke 21:25; Matthew 24:29; Mark 13:24-26; Revelation 6:12-17.] Those who 

behold these harbingers of his coming are to “know that it is near, even at the doors.” [Matthew 24:33.] “Watch ye 

therefore,” [Mark 13:35.] are his words of admonition. They that heed the warning shall not be left in darkness, that 

that day should overtake them unawares. But to them that will not watch, “the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 

in the night.” [1 Thessalonians 5:2-5.]  {GC88 38.1}  

 

     The world is no more ready to credit the message for this time than were the Jews to receive the Saviour's 

warning concerning Jerusalem. Come when it may, the day of God will come unawares to the ungodly. When life 

is going on in its unvarying round; when men are absorbed in pleasure, in business, in traffic, in money-making; 

when religious leaders are magnifying the world's progress and enlightenment, and the people are lulled in a false 

security,—then, as the midnight thief steals within the unguarded dwelling, so shall sudden destruction come upon 

the careless and ungodly, “and they shall not escape.” [1 Thessalonians 5:2-5.]  {GC88 38.2} 

 

 

 

  



The Book of Mark   3rd Quarter 2024 

69 

 

LESSON 11 

 
“NOT BY FAITH ONLY” 

 

September 7 — September 13 

 

STUDY HELP :    Our High Calling, “Beware of Self-Confidence,” pp. 307 

  The Desire of Ages, “Judas,” pp. 716–722 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, September 13
th

, 2024 

 

 

Our High Calling 
Chapter 10, p. 307 

 

“Beware of Self-Confidence” 
 

October 28
th

  

 

Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. Jesus 

answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not 

crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.  

 

John 13:37-38 

 

Just before Peter’s fall, Christ said to him, “Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you 

as wheat.” Luke 22:31. How true was the Saviour’s friendship for Peter! how compassionate His warning! But the 

warning was resented. In self-sufficiency Peter declared confidently that he would never do what Christ had 

warned him against. “Lord,” he said, “I am ready to go with thee to prison, and to death.” His self-confidence 

proved his ruin. He tempted Satan to tempt him, and he fell under the arts of the wily foe. When Christ needed him 

most, he stood on the side of the enemy, and openly denied his Lord....  

 

Many today stand where Peter stood when in self-confidence he declared that he would not deny his Lord. And 

because of their self-sufficiency, they fall an easy prey to Satan’s devices. Those who realize their weakness trust 

in a power higher than self. And while they look to God, Satan has no power against them. But those who trust in 

self are easily defeated. Let us remember that if we do not heed the cautions that God gives us, a fall is before us. 

Christ will not save from wounds the one who places himself unbidden on the enemy’s ground. He lets the self-

sufficient one, who acts as if he knew more than his Lord, go on in his supposed strength. Then comes suffering 

and a crippled life or perhaps defeat and death. 

 

In the warfare the enemy takes advantage of the weakest points in the defense of those he is attacking. Here he 

makes his fiercest assaults. The Christian should have no weak points in his defense. He should be barricaded by 

the support that the Scriptures give to the one who is doing God’s will. The tempted soul will bear away the victory 

if he follows the example of Him who met the tempter with the word, “It is written.” He can stand securely in the 

protection of a “Thus saith the Lord.” 

 

 

   



The Book of Mark   3rd Quarter 2024 

71 

 

EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, September 13
th

, 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 
Chapter , pp. 716–722 

 

“Judas,” 

 

 

     The history of Judas presents the sad ending of a life that might have been honoured of God. Had Judas died 

before his last journey to Jerusalem he would have been regarded as a man worthy of a place among the twelve, 

and one who would be greatly missed. The abhorrence which has followed him through the centuries would not 

have existed but for the attributes revealed at the close of his history. But it was for a purpose that his character was 

laid open to the world. It was to be a warning to all who, like him, should betray sacred trusts.  {DA 716.1} 

   

     A little before the Passover, Judas had renewed his contract with the priests to deliver Jesus into their hands. 

Then it was arranged that the Saviour should be taken at one of His resorts for meditation and prayer. Since the 

feast at the house of Simon, Judas had had opportunity to reflect upon the deed which he had covenanted to 

perform, but his purpose was unchanged. For thirty pieces of silver--the price of a slave--he sold the Lord of glory 

to ignominy and death.  {DA 716.2}   

 

     Judas had naturally a strong love for money; but he had not always been corrupt enough to do such a deed as 

this. He had fostered the evil spirit of avarice until it had become the ruling motive of his life. The love of mammon 

overbalanced his love for Christ. Through becoming the slave of one vice he gave himself to Satan, to be driven to 

any lengths in sin.  {DA 716.3}   

 

     Judas had joined the disciples when multitudes were following Christ. The Saviour's teaching moved their 

hearts as they hung entranced upon His words, spoken in the synagogue, by the seaside, upon the mount. Judas saw 

the sick, the lame, the blind, flock to Jesus from the towns and cities. He saw the dying laid at His feet. He 

witnessed the Saviour's mighty works in healing the sick, casting out devils, and raising the dead. He felt in his 

own person the evidence of Christ's power. He recognized the teaching of Christ as superior to all that he had ever 

heard. He loved the Great Teacher, and desired to be with Him. He felt a desire to be changed in character and life, 

and he hoped to experience this through connecting himself with Jesus. The Saviour did not repulse Judas. He gave 

him a place among the twelve. He trusted him to do the work of an evangelist. He endowed him with power to heal 

the sick and to cast out devils. But Judas did not come to the point of surrendering himself fully to Christ. He did 

not give up his worldly ambition or his love of money. While he accepted the position of a minister of Christ, he 

did not bring himself under the divine moulding. He felt that he could retain his own judgment and opinions, and 

he cultivated a disposition to criticize and accuse.  {DA 716.4}   

 

     Judas was highly regarded by the disciples, and had great influence over them. He himself had a high opinion of 

his own qualifications, and looked upon his brethren as greatly inferior to him in judgment and ability. They did 

not see their opportunities, he thought, and take advantage of circumstances. The church would never prosper with 

such short-sighted men as leaders. Peter was impetuous; he would move without consideration. John, who was 

treasuring up the truths that fell from Christ's lips, was looked upon by Judas as a poor financier. Matthew, whose 

training had taught him accuracy in all things, was very particular in regard to honesty, and he was ever 

contemplating the words of Christ, and became so absorbed in them that, as Judas thought, he could not be trusted 

to do sharp, far-seeing business. Thus Judas summed up all the disciples, and flattered himself that the church 

would often be brought into perplexity and embarrassment if it were not for his ability as a manager. Judas 

regarded himself as the capable one, who could not be overreached. In his own estimation he was an honour to the 

cause, and as such he always represented himself.  {DA 717.1}   

 

     Judas was blinded to his own weakness of character, and Christ placed him where he would have an opportunity 

to see and correct this. As treasurer for the disciples, he was called upon to provide for the needs of the little 
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company, and to relieve the necessities of the poor. When in the Passover chamber Jesus said to him, "That thou 

do, do quickly" (John 13:27), the disciples thought He had bidden him buy what was needed for the feast, or give 

something to the poor. In ministering to others, Judas might have developed an unselfish spirit. But while listening 

daily to the lessons of Christ and witnessing His unselfish life, Judas indulged his covetous disposition. The small 

sums that came into his hands were a continual temptation. Often when he did a little service for Christ, or devoted 

time to religious purposes, he paid himself out of this meagre fund. In his own eyes these pretexts served to excuse 

his action; but in God's sight he was a thief.  {DA 717.2}   

 

     Christ's oft-repeated statement that His kingdom was not of this world offended Judas. He had marked out a line 

upon which he expected Christ to work. He had planned that John the Baptist should be delivered from prison. But 

lo, John was left to be beheaded. And Jesus, instead of asserting His royal right and avenging the death of John, 

retired with His disciples into a country place. Judas wanted more aggressive warfare. He thought that if Jesus 

would not prevent the disciples from carrying out their schemes, the work would be more successful. He marked 

the increasing enmity of the Jewish leaders, and saw their challenge unheeded when they demanded from Christ a 

sign from heaven. His heart was open to unbelief, and the enemy supplied thoughts of questioning and rebellion. 

Why did Jesus dwell so much upon that which was discouraging? Why did He predict trial and persecution for 

Himself and for His disciples? The prospect of having a high place in the new kingdom had led Judas to espouse 

the cause of Christ. Were his hopes to be disappointed? Judas had not decided that Jesus was not the Son of God; 

but he was questioning, and seeking to find some explanation of His mighty works.  {DA 718.1}   

 

     Notwithstanding the Saviour's own teaching, Judas was continually advancing the idea that Christ would reign 

as king in Jerusalem. At the feeding of the five thousand he tried to bring this about. On this occasion Judas 

assisted in distributing the food to the hungry multitude. He had an opportunity to see the benefit which it was in 

his power to impart to others. He felt the satisfaction that always comes in service to God. He helped to bring the 

sick and suffering from among the multitude to Christ. He saw what relief, what joy and gladness, come to human 

hearts through the healing power of the Restorer. He might have comprehended the methods of Christ. But he was 

blinded by his own selfish desires. Judas was first to take advantage of the enthusiasm excited by the miracle of the 

loaves. It was he who set on foot the project to take Christ by force and make Him king. His hopes were high. His 

disappointment was bitter.  {DA 718.2}   

 

     Christ's discourse in the synagogue concerning the bread of life was the turning point in the history of Judas. He 

heard the words, "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you." John 

6:53. He saw that Christ was offering spiritual rather than worldly good. He regarded himself as farsighted, and 

thought he could see that Jesus would have no honour, and that He could bestow no high position upon His 

followers. He determined not to unite himself so closely to Christ but that he could draw away. He would watch. 

And he did watch.  {DA 719.1}   

 

     From that time he expressed doubts that confused the disciples. He introduced controversies and misleading 

sentiments, repeating the arguments urged by the scribes and Pharisees against the claims of Christ. All the little 

and large troubles and crosses, the difficulties and the apparent hindrances to the advancement of the gospel, Judas 

interpreted as evidences against its truthfulness. He would introduce texts of Scripture that had no connection with 

the truths Christ was presenting. These texts, separated from their connection, perplexed the disciples, and 

increased the discouragement that was constantly pressing upon them. Yet all this was done by Judas in such a way 

as to make it appear that he was conscientious. And while the disciples were searching for evidence to confirm the 

words of the Great Teacher, Judas would lead them almost imperceptibly on another track. Thus in a very religious, 

and apparently wise, way he was presenting matters in a different light from that in which Jesus had given them, 

and attaching to His words a meaning that He had not conveyed. His suggestions were constantly exciting an 

ambitious desire for temporal preferment, and thus turning the disciples from the important things they should have 

considered. The dissension as to which of them should be greatest was generally excited by Judas.  {DA 719.2}   

 

     When Jesus presented to the rich young ruler the condition of discipleship, Judas was displeased. He thought 

that a mistake had been made. If such men as this ruler could be connected with the believers, they would help 

sustain Christ's cause. If Judas were only received as a counsellor, he thought, he could suggest many plans for the 

advantage of the little church. His principles and methods would differ somewhat from Christ's, but in these things 

he thought himself wiser than Christ.  {DA 719.3}   
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     In all that Christ said to His disciples, there was something with which, in heart, Judas disagreed. Under his 

influence the leaven of disaffection was fast doing its work. The disciples did not see the real agency in all this; but 

Jesus saw that Satan was communicating his attributes to Judas, and thus opening up a channel through which to 

influence the other disciples. This, a year before the betrayal, Christ declared. "Have not I chosen you twelve," He 

said, "and one of you is a devil?" John 6:70.  {DA 720.1}  

 

     Yet Judas made no open opposition, nor seemed to question the Saviour's lessons. He made no outward murmur 

until the time of the feast in Simon's house. When Mary anointed the Saviour's feet, Judas manifested his covetous 

disposition. At the reproof from Jesus his very spirit seemed turned to gall. Wounded pride and desire for revenge 

broke down the barriers, and the greed so long indulged held him in control. This will be the experience of 

everyone who persists in tampering with sin. The elements of depravity that are not resisted and overcome, respond 

to Satan's temptation, and the soul is led captive at his will.  {DA 720.2}   

 

     But Judas was not yet wholly hardened. Even after he had twice pledged himself to betray the Saviour, there 

was opportunity for repentance. At the Passover supper Jesus proved His divinity by revealing the traitor's purpose. 

He tenderly included Judas in the ministry to the disciples. But the last appeal of love was unheeded. Then the case 

of Judas was decided, and the feet that Jesus had washed went forth to the betrayer's work.  {DA 720.3}   

 

     Judas reasoned that if Jesus was to be crucified, the event must come to pass. His own act in betraying the 

Saviour would not change the result. If Jesus was not to die, it would only force Him to deliver Himself. At all 

events, Judas would gain something by his treachery. He counted that he had made a sharp bargain in betraying his 

Lord.  {DA 720.4}  

  

     Judas did not, however, believe that Christ would permit Himself to be arrested. In betraying Him, it was his 

purpose to teach Him a lesson. He intended to play a part that would make the Saviour careful thenceforth to treat 

him with due respect. But Judas knew not that he was giving Christ up to death. How often, as the Saviour taught 

in parables, the scribes and Pharisees had been carried away with His striking illustrations! How often they had 

pronounced judgment against themselves! Often when the truth was brought home to their hearts, they had been 

filled with rage, and had taken up stones to cast at Him; but again and again He had made His escape. Since He had 

escaped so many snares, thought Judas, He certainly would not now allow Himself to be taken.  {DA 720.5}   

 

     Judas decided to put the matter to the test. If Jesus really was the Messiah, the people, for whom He had done so 

much, would rally about Him, and would proclaim Him king. This would forever settle many minds that were now 

in uncertainty. Judas would have the credit of having placed the king on David's throne. And this act would secure 

to him the first position, next to Christ, in the new kingdom.  {DA 721.1}   

 

     The false disciple acted his part in betraying Jesus. In the garden, when he said to the leaders of the mob, 

"Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: hold Him fast" (Matthew 26:48), he fully believed that Christ would 

escape out of their hands. Then if they should blame him, he could say, Did I not tell you to hold Him fast?  {DA 

721.2}   

 

     Judas beheld the captors of Christ, acting upon his words, bind Him firmly. In amazement he saw that the 

Saviour suffered Himself to be led away. Anxiously he followed Him from the garden to the trial before the Jewish 

rulers. At every movement he looked for Him to surprise His enemies, by appearing before them as the Son of 

God, and setting at nought all their plots and power. But as hour after hour went by, and Jesus submitted to all the 

abuse heaped upon Him, a terrible fear came to the traitor that he had sold his Master to His death.  {DA 721.3}  

  

     As the trial drew to a close, Judas could endure the torture of his guilty conscience no longer. Suddenly a hoarse 

voice rang through the hall, sending a thrill of terror to all hearts: He is innocent; spare Him, O Caiaphas!  {DA 

721.4}   

 

     The tall form of Judas was now seen pressing through the startled throng. His face was pale and haggard, and 

great drops of sweat stood on his forehead. Rushing to the throne of judgment, he threw down before the high 

priest the pieces of silver that had been the price of his Lord's betrayal. Eagerly grasping the robe of Caiaphas, he 

implored him to release Jesus, declaring that He had done nothing worthy of death. Caiaphas angrily shook him 
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off, but was confused, and knew not what to say. The perfidy of the priests was revealed. It was evident that they 

had bribed the disciple to betray his Master.  {DA 721.5}   

 

     "I have sinned," again cried Judas, "in that I have betrayed the innocent blood." But the high priest, regaining 

his self-possession, answered with scorn, "What is that to us? see thou to that." Matthew 27:4. The priests had been 

willing to make Judas their tool; but they despised his baseness. When he turned to them with confession, they 

spurned him.  {DA 722.1}   

 

     Judas now cast himself at the feet of Jesus, acknowledging Him to be the Son of God, and entreating Him to 

deliver Himself. The Saviour did not reproach His betrayer. He knew that Judas did not repent; his confession was 

forced from his guilty soul by an awful sense of condemnation and a looking for of judgment, but he felt no deep, 

heartbreaking grief that he had betrayed the spotless Son of God, and denied the Holy One of Israel. Yet Jesus 

spoke no word of condemnation. He looked pityingly upon Judas, and said, For this hour came I into the world.  

{DA 722.2}   

 

     A murmur of surprise ran through the assembly. With amazement they beheld the forbearance of Christ toward 

His betrayer. Again there swept over them the conviction that this Man was more than mortal. But if He was the 

Son of God, they questioned, why did He not free Himself from His bonds and triumph over His accusers?  {DA 

722.3}   

 

     Judas saw that his entreaties were in vain, and he rushed from the hall exclaiming, It is too late! It is too late! He 

felt that he could not live to see Jesus crucified, and in despair went out and hanged himself.  {DA 722.4}   

 

     Later that same day, on the road from Pilate's hall to Calvary, there came an interruption to the shouts and jeers 

of the wicked throng who were leading Jesus to the place of crucifixion. As they passed a retired spot, they saw at 

the foot of a lifeless tree, the body of Judas. It was a most revolting sight. His weight had broken the cord by which 

he had hanged himself to the tree. In falling, his body had been horribly mangled, and dogs were now devouring it. 

His remains were immediately buried out of sight; but there was less mockery among the throng, and many a pale 

face revealed the thoughts within. Retribution seemed already visiting those who were guilty of the blood of Jesus.  

{DA 722.5} 
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LESSON 12 

 
“ENTER INTO THY CLOSET” 

 

September 14 — September 20 

 

STUDY HELP :    Lift Him Up, “Conqueror Over the Power of Darkness,” p. 235 

  The Desire of Ages, “ ‘It Is Finished,’ ” pp. 758–764 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, September 20
th

 , 2024 

 

Lift Him Up 
Chapter 8, p. 235 

 

“Conqueror Over the Power of Darkness” 

 

August 9
th

  

 

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Galatians 6:14 

 

Christ left His position in the heavenly courts, and came to this earth to live the life of human beings. This 

sacrifice He made in order to show that Satan’s charge against God is false—that it is possible for man to obey the 

laws of God’s kingdom. Equal with the Father, honoured and adored by the angels, in our behalf Christ humbled 

Himself, and came to this earth to live a life of lowliness and poverty—to be a man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief. Yet the stamp of divinity was upon His humanity. He came as a divine Teacher, to uplift human beings, to 

increase their physical, mental, and spiritual efficiency.  

 

There is no one who can explain the mystery of the incarnation of Christ. Yet we know that He came to this 

earth and lived as a man among men. The man Christ Jesus was not the Lord God Almighty, yet Christ and the 

Father are one. The Deity did not sink under the agonizing torture of Calvary, yet it is nonetheless true that “God so 

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.”  

 

In every possible way Satan sought to prevent Jesus from developing a perfect childhood, a faultless manhood, 

a holy ministry, and an unblemished sacrifice. But he was defeated. He could not lead Jesus into sin. He could not 

discourage Him, or drive Him from the work He had come to this earth to do. From the desert to Calvary the storm 

of Satan’s wrath beat upon Him, but the more merciless it fell, the more firmly did the Son of God cling to the hand 

of His Father, and press on in the bloodstained path (S.D.A. Bible Commentary 5:1129, 1130).  

 

Christ was crucified, and in His death the powers of hell seemed to prevail. But even when on the cross the 

Saviour cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” He was conqueror over the power of darkness. 

When the words, “It is finished,” came from His pale, trembling lips, darkness like the darkness of midnight hid 

His dying agony from the eyes of the spectators. Through long hours of agony He had been gazed upon by the 

jesting multitude. Now He was mercifully hidden by the mantle of God.  

 

At His death, there was a violent earthquake. The people were shaken together in heaps. The wildest confusion 

and consternation ensued.... Creation seemed to be shivering to atoms. It was as if nature itself were protesting 

against the murder of the Son of God.  

 

Christ’s death on the cross paid the ransom for every human being. All may overcome, because Christ has made 

an atonement for the sins of the whole world. To all He offers the power of redeeming grace (Manuscript 140, 

1903). 
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EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, September 20
th

 , 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 
Chapter , pp. 758–764 

 

“ ‘It Is Finished’ ” 

 

     Christ did not yield up His life till He had accomplished the work which He came to do, and with His parting 

breath He exclaimed, "It is finished." John 19:30. The battle had been won. His right hand and His holy arm had 

gotten Him the victory. As a Conqueror He planted His banner on the eternal heights. Was there not joy among the 

angels? All heaven triumphed in the Saviour's victory. Satan was defeated, and knew that his kingdom was lost.  

{DA 758.1}   

 

     To the angels and the unfallen worlds the cry, "It is finished," had a deep significance. It was for them as well as 

for us that the great work of redemption had been accomplished. They with us share the fruits of Christ's victory.  

{DA 758.2}  

  

     Not until the death of Christ was the character of Satan clearly revealed to the angels or to the unfallen worlds. 

The arch-apostate had so clothed himself with deception that even holy beings had not understood his principles. 

They had not clearly seen the nature of his rebellion.  {DA 758.3}   

 

     It was a being of wonderful power and glory that had set himself against God. Of Lucifer the Lord says, "Thou 

sealed up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty." Ezekiel 28:12. Lucifer had been the covering cherub. He 

had stood in the light of God's presence. He had been the highest of all created beings, and had been foremost in 

revealing God's purposes to the universe. After he had sinned, his power to deceive was the more deceptive, and 

the unveiling of his character was the more difficult, because of the exalted position he had held with the Father.  

{DA 758.4}  

 

     God could have destroyed Satan and his sympathizers as easily as one can cast a pebble to the earth; but He did 

not do this. Rebellion was not to be overcome by force. Compelling power is found only under Satan's government. 

The Lord's principles are not of this order. His authority rests upon goodness, mercy, and love; and the presentation 

of these principles is the means to be used. God's government is moral, and truth and love are to be the prevailing 

power.  {DA 759.1}   

 

     It was God's purpose to place things on an eternal basis of security, and in the councils of heaven it was decided 

that time must be given for Satan to develop the principles which were the foundation of his system of government. 

He had claimed that these were superior to God's principles. Time was given for the working of Satan's principles, 

that they might be seen by the heavenly universe.  {DA 759.2}  

  

     Satan led men into sin, and the plan of redemption was put in operation. For four thousand years, Christ was 

working for man's uplifting, and Satan for his ruin and degradation. And the heavenly universe beheld it all.  {DA 

759.3}  

  

     When Jesus came into the world, Satan's power was turned against Him. From the time when He appeared as a 

babe in Bethlehem, the usurper worked to bring about His destruction. In every possible way he sought to prevent 

Jesus from developing a perfect childhood, a faultless manhood, a holy ministry, and an unblemished sacrifice. But 

he was defeated. He could not lead Jesus into sin. He could not discourage Him, or drive Him from a work He had 

come on earth to do. From the desert to Calvary, the storm of Satan's wrath beat upon Him, but the more 

mercilessly it fell, the more firmly did the Son of God cling to the hand of His Father, and press on in the 

bloodstained path. All the efforts of Satan to oppress and overcome Him only brought out in a purer light His 

spotless character.  {DA 759.4}   
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     All heaven and the unfallen worlds had been witnesses to the controversy. With what intense interest did they 

follow the closing scenes of the conflict. They beheld the Saviour enter the garden of Gethsemane, His soul bowed 

down with the horror of a great darkness. They heard His bitter cry, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 

Me." Matthew 26:39. As the Father's presence was withdrawn, they saw Him sorrowful with a bitterness of sorrow 

exceeding that of the last great struggle with death. The bloody sweat was forced from His pores, and fell in drops 

upon the ground. Thrice the prayer for deliverance was wrung from His lips. Heaven could no longer endure the 

sight, and a messenger of comfort was sent to the Son of God.  {DA 759.5}   

 

     Heaven beheld the Victim betrayed into the hands of the murderous mob, and with mockery and violence 

hurried from one tribunal to another. It heard the sneers of His persecutors because of His lowly birth. It heard the 

denial with cursing and swearing by one of His best-loved disciples. It saw the frenzied work of Satan, and his 

power over the hearts of men. Oh, fearful scene! the Saviour seized at midnight in Gethsemane, dragged to and fro 

from palace to judgment hall, arraigned twice before the priests, twice before the Sanhedrin, twice before Pilate, 

and once before Herod, mocked, scourged, condemned, and led out to be crucified, bearing the heavy burden of the 

cross, amid the wailing of the daughters of Jerusalem and the jeering of the rabble.  {DA 760.1}   

 

     Heaven viewed with grief and amazement Christ hanging upon the cross, blood flowing from His wounded 

temples, and sweat tinged with blood standing upon His brow. From His hands and feet the blood fell, drop by 

drop, upon the rock drilled for the foot of the cross. The wounds made by the nails gaped as the weight of His body 

dragged upon His hands. His laboured breath grew quick and deep, as His soul panted under the burden of the sins 

of the world. All heaven was filled with wonder when the prayer of Christ was offered in the midst of His terrible 

suffering,--"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." Luke 23:34. Yet there stood men, formed in the 

image of God, joining to crush out the life of His only-begotten Son. What a sight for the heavenly universe!  {DA 

760.2}   

 

     The principalities and powers of darkness were assembled around the cross, casting the hellish shadow of 

unbelief into the hearts of men. When the Lord created these beings to stand before His throne, they were beautiful 

and glorious. Their loveliness and holiness were in accordance with their exalted station. They were enriched with 

the wisdom of God, and girded with the panoply of heaven. They were Jehovah's ministers. But who could 

recognize in the fallen angels the glorious seraphim that once ministered in the heavenly courts?  {DA 760.3}   

 

     Satanic agencies confederated with evil men in leading the people to believe Christ the chief of sinners, and to 

make Him the object of detestation. Those who mocked Christ as He hung upon the cross were imbued with the 

spirit of the first great rebel. He filled them with vile and loathsome speeches. He inspired their taunts. But by all 

this he gained nothing.  {DA 760.4}   

 

     Could one sin have been found in Christ, had He in one particular yielded to Satan to escape the terrible torture, 

the enemy of God and man would have triumphed. Christ bowed His head and died, but He held fast His faith and 

His submission to God. "And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them 

before our God day and night." Revelation 12:10.  {DA 761.1}   

 

     Satan saw that his disguise was torn away. His administration was laid open before the unfallen angels and 

before the heavenly universe. He had revealed himself as a murderer. By shedding the blood of the Son of God, he 

had uprooted himself from the sympathies of the heavenly beings. Henceforth his work was restricted. Whatever 

attitude he might assume, he could no longer await the angels as they came from the heavenly courts, and before 

them accuse Christ's brethren of being clothed with the garments of blackness and the defilement of sin. The last 

link of sympathy between Satan and the heavenly world was broken.  {DA 761.2}   

 

     Yet Satan was not then destroyed. The angels did not even then understand all that was involved in the great 

controversy. The principles at stake were to be more fully revealed. And for the sake of man, Satan's existence 

must be continued. Man as well as angels must see the contrast between the Prince of light and the prince of 

darkness. He must choose whom he will serve.  {DA 761.3}   

 

     In the opening of the great controversy, Satan had declared that the law of God could not be obeyed, that justice 

was inconsistent with mercy, and that, should the law be broken, it would be impossible for the sinner to be 
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pardoned. Every sin must meet its punishment, urged Satan; and if God should remit the punishment of sin, He 

would not be a God of truth and justice. When men broke the law of God, and defied His will, Satan exulted. It was 

proved, he declared, that the law could not be obeyed; man could not be forgiven. Because he, after his rebellion, 

had been banished from heaven, Satan claimed that the human race must be forever shut out from God's favour. 

God could not be just, he urged, and yet show mercy to the sinner.  {DA 761.4}   

 

     But even as a sinner, man was in a different position from that of Satan. Lucifer in heaven had sinned in the 

light of God's glory. To him as to no other created being was given a revelation of God's love. Understanding the 

character of God, knowing His goodness, Satan chose to follow his own selfish, independent will. This choice was 

final. There was no more that God could do to save him. But man was deceived; his mind was darkened by Satan's 

sophistry. The height and depth of the love of God he did not know. For him there was hope in a knowledge of 

God's love. By beholding His character he might be drawn back to God.  {DA 761.5}   

 

     Through Jesus, God's mercy was manifested to men; but mercy does not set aside justice. The law reveals the 

attributes of God's character, and not a jot or tittle of it could be changed to meet man in his fallen condition. God 

did not change His law, but He sacrificed Himself, in Christ, for man's redemption. "God was in Christ, reconciling 

the world unto Himself." 2 Corinthians 5:19.  {DA 762.1}   

 

     The law requires righteousness,--a righteous life, a perfect character; and this man has not to give. He cannot 

meet the claims of God's holy law. But Christ, coming to the earth as man, lived a holy life, and developed a 

perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to all who will receive them. His life stands for the life of men. 

Thus they have remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. More than this, Christ imbues men 

with the attributes of God. He builds up the human character after the similitude of the divine character, a goodly 

fabric of spiritual strength and beauty. Thus the very righteousness of the law is fulfilled in the believer in Christ. 

God can "be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." Romans 3:26.  {DA 762.2}   

 

     God's love has been expressed in His justice no less than in His mercy. Justice is the foundation of His throne, 

and the fruit of His love. It had been Satan's purpose to divorce mercy from truth and justice. He sought to prove 

that the righteousness of God's law is an enemy to peace. But Christ shows that in God's plan they are indissolubly 

joined together; the one cannot exist without the other. "Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace 

have kissed each other." Psalm 85:10.  {DA 762.3}  

 

     By His life and His death, Christ proved that God's justice did not destroy His mercy, but that sin could be 

forgiven, and that the law is righteous, and can be perfectly obeyed. Satan's charges were refuted. God had given 

man unmistakable evidence of His love.  {DA 762.4}   

 

     Another deception was now to be brought forward. Satan declared that mercy destroyed justice, that the death of 

Christ abrogated the Father's law. Had it been possible for the law to be changed or abrogated, then Christ need not 

have died. But to abrogate the law would be to immortalize transgression, and place the world under Satan's 

control. It was because the law was changeless, because man could be saved only through obedience to its precepts, 

that Jesus was lifted up on the cross. Yet the very means by which Christ established the law Satan represented as 

destroying it. Here will come the last conflict of the great controversy between Christ and Satan.  {DA 762.5}   

 

     That the law which was spoken by God's own voice is faulty, that some specification has been set aside, is the 

claim which Satan now puts forward. It is the last great deception that he will bring upon the world. He needs not 

to assail the whole law; if he can lead men to disregard one precept, his purpose is gained. For "whosoever shall 

keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." James 2:10. By consenting to break one 

precept, men are brought under Satan's power. By substituting human law for God's law, Satan will seek to control 

the world. This work is foretold in prophecy. Of the great apostate power which is the representative of Satan, it is 

declared, "He shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and 

think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand." Daniel 7:25.  {DA 763.1}   

 

     Men will surely set up their laws to counterwork the laws of God. They will seek to compel the consciences of 

others, and in their zeal to enforce these laws they will oppress their fellow men.  {DA 763.2}   
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     The warfare against God's law, which was begun in heaven, will be continued until the end of time. Every man 

will be tested. Obedience or disobedience is the question to be decided by the whole world. All will be called to 

choose between the law of God and the laws of men. Here the dividing line will be drawn. There will be but two 

classes. Every character will be fully developed; and all will show whether they have chosen the side of loyalty or 

that of rebellion.  {DA 763.3}   

 

     Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and deliver His people. Satan and all who have joined him 

in rebellion will be cut off. Sin and sinners will perish, root and branch, (Malachi 4:1),--Satan the root, and his 

followers the branches. The word will be fulfilled to the prince of evil, "Because thou hast set thine heart as the 

heart of God; . . . I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. . . . Thou shalt be a 

terror, and never shalt thou be any more." Then "the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his 

place, and it shall not be;" "they shall be as though they had not been." Ezekiel 28:6-19; Psalm 37:10; Obadiah 16.  

{DA 763.4}  

 

     This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they have 

sown. God is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he separates from God, and thus cuts 

himself off from life. He is "alienated from the life of God." Christ says, "All they that hate Me love death." 

Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36. God gives them existence for a time that they may develop their character and 

reveal their principles. This accomplished, they receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan 

and all who unite with him place themselves so out of harmony with God that His very presence is to them a 

consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them.  {DA 764.1}  

 

     At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not understand this. Had Satan and his host then been 

left to reap the full result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would not have been apparent to heavenly 

beings that this was the inevitable result of sin. A doubt of God's goodness would have remained in their minds as 

evil seed, to produce its deadly fruit of sin and woe.  {DA 764.2}  

  

     But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of redemption having been completed, the 

character of God is revealed to all created intelligences. The precepts of His law are seen to be perfect and 

immutable. Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his character. Then the extermination of sin will vindicate 

God's love and establish His honour before a universe of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is 

His law.  {DA 764.3}  

  

     Well, then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the Saviour's cross; for though they did not then 

understand all, they knew that the destruction of sin and Satan was forever made certain, that the redemption of 

man was assured, and that the universe was made eternally secure. Christ Himself fully comprehended the results 

of the sacrifice made upon Calvary. To all these He looked forward when upon the cross He cried out, "It is 

finished."  {DA 764.4}  
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LESSON 13 

 
“THE END OF YOUR FAITH” 

 

September 21 — September 27 

 

STUDY HELP :    Selected Messages, Book 3, “Look Beyond the Shadows,” pp. 326, 327 

  The Desire of Ages, “Go Teach All Nations,” pp. 818–828 
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EGW Study Notes 1 

Preparation Day, September 27
th

 , 2024 

 

Selected Messages, Book 3 
Chapter 43, pp. 326, 327 

 

“Feelings of Despondency” 

 

     Take Hold of Jesus and Never Let Go.—Again I bid you to look away from yourself. Look to Jesus. Take hold 

of the Mighty One, and never let go. Our Lord Jesus has expressed His love for you in that He gave His own life 

that you might be saved; you must not distrust that love. Do not look on the dark side. Be hopeful in God. By 

beholding Jesus as your sin-pardoning Saviour you become changed into His image. Say, "I have asked my 

Saviour, He has set me free, and I am free indeed. I am the Lord's, and the Lord is mine. I will not fear. I know that 

He loves me in my infirmities, and I will not make Him sorry by showing that I distrust Him. I break with the 

enemy. Christ has cut the cords that bound me, and I will praise the Lord."  {3SM 326.1}   

 

     Thus you can educate and strengthen your mind. May the Lord help and bless you every moment. Be free, yes, 

be free in the Lord just now. Rejoice in your freedom.—Letter 36, 1900.  {3SM 326.2}  

  

Look Beyond the Shadows 
 

     Jesus lives; He has risen, He has risen, He is alive forevermore. Do not feel that you carry the load. It is true you 

wear the yoke, but whom are you yoked up with?—No less a personage than your Redeemer. Satan will cast his 

hellish shadow athwart your pathway; you cannot expect anything else; but he cast the same dark shadow athwart 

the pathway of Christ. Now all you have to do is to look beyond the shadow to the brightness of Christ. . . . Do not 

look at the discouragements; think of how precious is Jesus.  {3SM 326.3}  

  

     Your memory will be renewed by the Holy Spirit. Can you forget what Jesus has done for you? . . . You were 

taken away from yourself; your deepest, sweetest thoughts were upon your precious Saviour, His care, His 

assurance, His love. How your desires went out to Him!  {3SM 327.1}   

 

     All your hopes rested upon Him, all your expectations were associated with Him. Well, He loves you still; He 

has the balm that can heal every wound and you can repose in Him. . . .  {3SM 327.2}   

 

     The Comforter will be to you all that you desire. You will be weighted with the Spirit of God, and the 

importance of the message, and the work. I know that the Lord is willing to reveal to you wondrous things out of 

His law. Oh, let all take knowledge of you, that you have been with Jesus.—Letter 30a, 1892.  {3SM 327.3}   

 

     Face the Light.—I will not allow my mind to dwell on the dark side. Jesus has light and comfort and hope and 

joy for me. I want to face the light, that the brightness of the Sun of Righteousness may shine into my heart, and be 

reflected to others. It is the duty of every Christian to shine—to shed abroad the light of the grace that Christ 

imparts. God would have me, even in my pain, praise Him, showing that I realize that His presence is with me. 

(Romans 5:1; 1 John 5:11 quoted.)—Manuscript 19, 1892.  {3SM 327.4} 
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EGW Study Notes 2 

Preparation Day, September 27
th

 , 2024 

 

The Desire of Ages 
Chapter , pp. 818–828 

 

 “Go Teach All Nations” 

 

     Standing but a step from His heavenly throne, Christ gave the commission to His disciples. "All power is given 

unto Me in heaven and in earth," He said. "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations." "Go ye into all the world, and 

preach the gospel to every creature." Mark 16:15. Again and again the words were repeated, that the disciples 

might grasp their significance. Upon all the inhabitants of the earth, high and low, rich and poor, was the light of 

heaven to shine in clear, strong rays. The disciples were to be colaborers with their Redeemer in the work of saving 

the world.  {DA 818.1}   

 

     The commission had been given to the twelve when Christ met with them in the upper chamber; but it was now 

to be given to a larger number. At the meeting on a mountain in Galilee, all the believers who could be called 

together were assembled. Of this meeting Christ Himself, before His death, had designated the time and place. The 

angel at the tomb reminded the disciples of His promise to meet them in Galilee. The promise was repeated to the 

believers who were gathered at Jerusalem during the Passover week, and through them it reached many lonely ones 

who were mourning the death of their Lord. With intense interest all looked forward to the interview. They made 

their way to the place of meeting by circuitous routes, coming in from every direction, to avoid exciting the 

suspicion of the jealous Jews. With wondering hearts they came, talking earnestly together of the news that had 

reached them concerning Christ.  {DA 818.2}   

 

     At the time appointed, about five hundred believers were collected in little knots on the mountainside, eager to 

learn all that could be learned from those who had seen Christ since His resurrection. From group to group the 

disciples passed, telling all they had seen and heard of Jesus, and reasoning from the Scriptures as He had done 

with them. Thomas recounted the story of his unbelief, and told how his doubts had been swept away. Suddenly 

Jesus stood among them. No one could tell whence or how He came. Many who were present had never before 

seen Him; but in His hands and feet they beheld the marks of the crucifixion; His countenance was as the face of 

God, and when they saw Him, they worshiped Him.  {DA 818.3}   

 

     But some doubted. So it will always be. There are those who find it hard to exercise faith, and they place 

themselves on the doubting side. These lose much because of their unbelief.  {DA 819.1}   

 

     This was the only interview that Jesus had with many of the believers after His resurrection. He came and spoke 

to them saying, "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." The disciples had worshiped Him before He 

spoke, but His words, falling from lips that had been closed in death, thrilled them with peculiar power. He was 

now the risen Saviour. Many of them had seen Him exercise His power in healing the sick and controlling satanic 

agencies. They believed that He possessed power to set up His kingdom at Jerusalem, power to quell all opposition, 

power over the elements of nature. He had stilled the angry waters; He had walked upon the white-crested billows; 

He had raised the dead to life. Now He declared that "all power" was given to Him. His words carried the minds of 

His hearers above earthly and temporal things to the heavenly and eternal. They were lifted to the highest 

conception of His dignity and glory.  {DA 819.2}   

 

     Christ's words on the mountainside were the announcement that His sacrifice in behalf of man was full and 

complete. The conditions of the atonement had been fulfilled; the work for which He came to this world had been 

accomplished. He was on His way to the throne of God, to be honoured by angels, principalities, and powers. He 

had entered upon His mediatorial work. Clothed with boundless authority, He gave His commission to the 

disciples: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations," "baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, 

even unto the end of the world." Matthew 28:19, 20, R. V.  {DA 819.3}   
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     The Jewish people had been made the depositaries of sacred truth; but Pharisaism had made them the most 

exclusive, the most bigoted, of all the human race. Everything about the priests and rulers--their dress, customs, 

ceremonies, traditions--made them unfit to be the light of the world. They looked upon themselves, the Jewish 

nation, as the world. But Christ commissioned His disciples to proclaim a faith and worship that would have in it 

nothing of caste or country, a faith that would be adapted to all peoples, all nations, all classes of men.  {DA 819.4}   

 

     Before leaving His disciples, Christ plainly stated the nature of His kingdom. He called to their minds what He 

had previously told them concerning it. He declared that it was not His purpose to establish in this world a 

temporal, but a spiritual kingdom. He was not to reign as an earthly king on David's throne. Again He opened to 

them the Scriptures, showing that all He had passed through had been ordained in heaven, in the councils between 

the Father and Himself. All had been foretold by men inspired by the Holy Spirit. He said, You see that all I have 

revealed to you concerning My rejection as the Messiah has come to pass. All I have said in regard to the 

humiliation I should endure and the death I should die, has been verified. On the third day I rose again. Search the 

Scriptures more diligently, and you will see that in all these things the specifications of prophecy concerning Me 

have been fulfilled.  {DA 820.1}   

 

     Christ commissioned His disciples to do the work He had left in their hands, beginning at Jerusalem. Jerusalem 

had been the scene of His amazing condescension for the human race. There He had suffered, been rejected and 

condemned. The land of Judea was His birthplace. There, clad in the garb of humanity, He had walked with men, 

and few had discerned how near heaven came to the earth when Jesus was among them. At Jerusalem the work of 

the disciples must begin.  {DA 820.2}   

 

     In view of all that Christ had suffered there, and the unappreciated labour He had put forth, the disciples might 

have pleaded for a more promising field; but they made no such plea. The very ground where He had scattered the 

seed of truth was to be cultivated by the disciples, and the seed would spring up and yield an abundant harvest. In 

their work the disciples would have to meet persecution through the jealousy and hatred of the Jews; but this had 

been endured by their Master, and they were not to flee from it. The first offers of mercy must be made to the 

murderers of the Saviour.  {DA 820.3}   

 

     And there were in Jerusalem many who had secretly believed on Jesus, and many who had been deceived by the 

priests and rulers. To these also the gospel was to be presented. They were to be called to repentance. The 

wonderful truth that through Christ alone could remission of sins be obtained was to be made plain. While all 

Jerusalem was stirred by the thrilling events of the past few weeks, the preaching of the gospel would make the 

deepest impression.  {DA 820.4}   

 

     But the work was not to stop here. It was to be extended to the earth's remotest bounds. To His disciples Christ 

said, You have been witnesses of My life of self-sacrifice in behalf of the world. You have witnessed My labours 

for Israel. Although they would not come unto Me that they might have life, although priests and rulers have done 

to Me as they listed, although they have rejected Me as the Scriptures foretold, they shall have still another 

opportunity of accepting the Son of God. You have seen that all who come to Me, confessing their sins, I freely 

receive. Him that cometh to Me I will in nowise cast out. All who will, may be reconciled to God, and receive 

everlasting life. To you, My disciples, I commit this message of mercy. It is to be given to Israel first, and then to 

all nations, tongues, and peoples. It is to be given to Jews and Gentiles. All who believe are to be gathered into one 

church.  {DA 821.1}   

 

     Through the gift of the Holy Spirit the disciples were to receive a marvellous power. Their testimony was to be 

confirmed by signs and wonders. Miracles would be wrought, not only by the apostles, but by those who received 

their message. Jesus said, "In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall 

take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 

shall recover." Mark 16:17, 18.  {DA 821.2}  

  

     At that time poisoning was often practiced. Unscrupulous men did not hesitate to remove by this means those 

who stood in the way of their ambition. Jesus knew that the life of His disciples would thus be imperilled. Many 

would think it doing God service to put His witnesses to death. He therefore promised them protection from this 

danger.  {DA 821.3}   
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     The disciples were to have the same power which Jesus had to heal "all manner of sickness and all manner of 

disease among the people." By healing in His name the diseases of the body, they would testify to His power for 

the healing of the soul. Matthew 4:23; 9:6. And a new endowment was now promised. The disciples were to preach 

among other nations, and they would receive power to speak other tongues. The apostles and their associates were 

unlettered men, yet through the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, their speech, whether in their own 

or a foreign language, became pure, simple, and accurate, both in word and in accent.  {DA 821.4}  

 

     Thus Christ gave His disciples their commission. He made full provision for the prosecution of the work, and 

took upon Himself the responsibility for its success. So long as they obeyed His word, and worked in connection 

with Him, they could not fail. Go to all nations, He bade them. Go to the farthest part of the habitable globe, but 

know that My presence will be there. Labour in faith and confidence, for the time will never come when I will 

forsake you.  {DA 822.1}  

 

     The Saviour's commission to the disciples included all the believers. It includes all believers in Christ to the end 

of time. It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the work of saving souls depends alone on the ordained minister. All to 

whom the heavenly inspiration has come are put in trust with the gospel. All who receive the life of Christ are 

ordained to work for the salvation of their fellow men. For this work the church was established, and all who take 

upon themselves its sacred vows are thereby pledged to be co-workers with Christ.  {DA 822.2}   

 

     "The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come." Revelation 22:17. Everyone who hears 

is to repeat the invitation. Whatever one's calling in life, his first interest should be to win souls for Christ. He may 

not be able to speak to congregations, but he can work for individuals. To them he can communicate the instruction 

received from his Lord. Ministry does not consist alone in preaching. Those minister who relieve the sick and 

suffering, helping the needy, speaking words of comfort to the desponding and those of little faith. Nigh and afar 

off are souls weighed down by a sense of guilt. It is not hardship, toil, or poverty that degrades humanity. It is guilt, 

wrongdoing. This brings unrest and dissatisfaction. Christ would have His servants minister to sin-sick souls.  {DA 

822.3}   

 

     The disciples were to begin their work where they were. The hardest and most unpromising field was not to be 

passed by. So every one of Christ's workers is to begin where he is. In our own families may be souls hungry for 

sympathy, starving for the bread of life. There may be children to be trained for Christ. There are heathen at our 

very doors. Let us do faithfully the work that is nearest. Then let our efforts be extended as far as God's hand may 

lead the way. The work of many may appear to be restricted by circumstances; but, wherever it is, if performed 

with faith and diligence it will be felt to the uttermost parts of the earth. Christ's work when upon earth appeared to 

be confined to a narrow field, but multitudes from all lands heard His message. God often uses the simplest means 

to accomplish the greatest results. It is His plan that every part of His work shall depend on every other part, as a 

wheel within a wheel, all acting in harmony. The humblest worker, moved by the Holy Spirit, will touch invisible 

chords, whose vibrations will ring to the ends of the earth, and make melody through eternal ages.  {DA 822.4}  

  

     But the command, "Go ye into all the world," is not to be lost sight of. We are called upon to lift our eyes to the 

"regions beyond." Christ tears away the wall of partition, the dividing prejudice of nationality, and teaches a love 

for all the human family. He lifts men from the narrow circle which their selfishness prescribes; He abolishes all 

territorial lines and artificial distinctions of society. He makes no difference between neighbours and strangers, 

friends and enemies. He teaches us to look upon every needy soul as our brother, and the world as our field.  {DA 

823.1}   

     When the Saviour said, "Go, . . . teach all nations," He said also, "These signs shall follow them that believe; In 

My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they 

drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." The promise 

is as far-reaching as the commission. Not that all the gifts are imparted to each believer. The Spirit divides "to 

every man severally as He will." 1 Corinthians 12:11. But the gifts of the Spirit are promised to every believer 

according to his need for the Lord's work. The promise is just as strong and trustworthy now as in the days of the 

apostles. "These signs shall follow them that believe." This is the privilege of God's children, and faith should lay 

hold on all that it is possible to have as an indorsement of faith.  {DA 823.2}   

 

     "They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." This world is a vast lazar house, but Christ came to 

heal the sick, to proclaim deliverance to the captives of Satan. He was in Himself health and strength. He imparted 
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His life to the sick, the afflicted, those possessed of demons. He turned away none who came to receive His healing 

power. He knew that those who petitioned Him for help had brought disease upon themselves; yet He did not 

refuse to heal them. And when virtue from Christ entered into these poor souls, they were convicted of sin, and 

many were healed of their spiritual disease, as well as of their physical maladies. The gospel still possesses the 

same power, and why should we not today witness the same results?  {DA 823.3}   

 

     Christ feels the woes of every sufferer. When evil spirits rend a human frame, Christ feels the curse. When fever 

is burning up the life current, He feels the agony. And He is just as willing to heal the sick now as when He was 

personally on earth. Christ's servants are His representatives, the channels for His working. He desires through 

them to exercise His healing power.  {DA 823.4}   

 

     In the Saviour's manner of healing there were lessons for His disciples. On one occasion He anointed the eyes of 

a blind man with clay, and bade him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam. . . . He went his way therefore, and washed, 

and came seeing." John 9:7. The cure could be wrought only by the power of the Great Healer, yet Christ made use 

of the simple agencies of nature. While He did not give countenance to drug medication, He sanctioned the use of 

simple and natural remedies.  {DA 824.1}   

 

     To many of the afflicted ones who received healing, Christ said, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 

thee." John 5:14. Thus He taught that disease is the result of violating God's laws, both natural and spiritual. The 

great misery in the world would not exist did men but live in harmony with the Creator's plan.  {DA 824.2}   

 

     Christ had been the guide and teacher of ancient Israel, and He taught them that health is the reward of 

obedience to the laws of God. The Great Physician who healed the sick in Palestine had spoken to His people from 

the pillar of cloud, telling them what they must do, and what God would do for them. "If thou wilt diligently 

hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God," He said, "and wilt do that which is right in His sight, and wilt give ear to 

His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought 

upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that heals thee." Exodus 15:26. Christ gave to Israel definite instruction in 

regard to their habits of life, and He assured them, "The Lord will take away from thee all sickness." Deuteronomy 

7:15. When they fulfilled the conditions, the promise was verified to them. "There was not one feeble person 

among their tribes." Psalm 105:37.  {DA 824.3}  

 

     These lessons are for us. There are conditions to be observed by all who would preserve health. All should learn 

what these conditions are. The Lord is not pleased with ignorance in regard to His laws, either natural or spiritual. 

We are to be workers together with God for the restoration of health to the body as well as to the soul.  {DA 824.4} 

  

     And we should teach others how to preserve and to recover health. For the sick we should use the remedies 

which God has provided in nature, and we should point them to Him who alone can restore. It is our work to 

present the sick and suffering to Christ in the arms of our faith. We should teach them to believe in the Great 

Healer. We should lay hold on His promise, and pray for the manifestation of His power. The very essence of the 

gospel is restoration, and the Saviour would have us bid the sick, the hopeless, and the afflicted take hold upon His 

strength.  {DA 824.5}   

 

     The power of love was in all Christ's healing, and only by partaking of that love, through faith, can we be 

instruments for His work. If we neglect to link ourselves in divine connection with Christ, the current of life-giving 

energy cannot flow in rich streams from us to the people. There were places where the Saviour Himself could not 

do many mighty works because of their unbelief. So now unbelief separates the church from her divine Helper. Her 

hold upon eternal realities is weak. By her lack of faith, God is disappointed, and robbed of His glory.  {DA 825.1}  

  

     It is in doing Christ's work that the church has the promise of His presence. Go teach all nations, He said; "and, 

lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world." To take His yoke is one of the first conditions of 

receiving His power. The very life of the church depends upon her faithfulness in fulfilling the Lord's commission. 

To neglect this work is surely to invite spiritual feebleness and decay. Where there is no active labour for others, 

love wanes, and faith grows dim.  {DA 825.2}   

 

     Christ intends that His ministers shall be educators of the church in gospel work. They are to teach the people 

how to seek and save the lost. But is this the work they are doing? Alas, how many are toiling to fan the spark of 
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life in a church that is ready to die! How many churches are tended like sick lambs by those who ought to be 

seeking for the lost sheep! And all the time millions upon millions without Christ are perishing.  {DA 825.3}   

 

     Divine love has been stirred to its unfathomable depths for the sake of men, and angels marvel to behold in the 

recipients of so great love a mere surface gratitude. Angels marvel at man's shallow appreciation of the love of 

God. Heaven stands indignant at the neglect shown to the souls of men. Would we know how Christ regards it? 

How would a father and mother feel, did they know that their child, lost in the cold and the snow, had been passed 

by, and left to perish, by those who might have saved it? Would they not be terribly grieved, wildly indignant? 

Would they not denounce those murderers with wrath hot as their tears, intense as their love? The sufferings of 

every man are the sufferings of God's child, and those who reach out no helping hand to their perishing fellow 

beings provoke His righteous anger. This is the wrath of the Lamb. To those who claim fellowship with Christ, yet 

have been indifferent to the needs of their fellow men, He will declare in the great Judgment day, "I know you not 

whence ye are; depart from Me, all ye workers of iniquity." Luke 13:27.  {DA 825.4}   

 

     In the commission to His disciples, Christ not only outlined their work, but gave them their message. Teach the 

people, He said, "to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." The disciples were to teach what Christ 

had taught. That which He had spoken, not only in person, but through all the prophets and teachers of the Old 

Testament, is here included. Human teaching is shut out. There is no place for tradition, for man's theories and 

conclusions, or for church legislation. No laws ordained by ecclesiastical authority are included in the commission. 

None of these are Christ's servants to teach. "The law and the prophets," with the record of His own words and 

deeds, are the treasure committed to the disciples to be given to the world. Christ's name is their watchword, their 

badge of distinction, their bond of union, the authority for their course of action, and the source of their success. 

Nothing that does not bear His superscription is to be recognized in His kingdom.  {DA 826.1} 

  

     The gospel is to be presented, not as a lifeless theory, but as a living force to change the life. God desires that 

the receivers of His grace shall be witnesses to its power. Those whose course has been most offensive to Him He 

freely accepts; when they repent, He imparts to them His divine Spirit, places them in the highest positions of trust, 

and sends them forth into the camp of the disloyal to proclaim His boundless mercy. He would have His servants 

bear testimony to the fact that through His grace men may possess Christlikeness of character, and may rejoice in 

the assurance of His great love. He would have us bear testimony to the fact that He cannot be satisfied until the 

human race are reclaimed and reinstated in their holy privileges as His sons and daughters.  {DA 826.2}   

 

     In Christ is the tenderness of the shepherd, the affection of the parent, and the matchless grace of the 

compassionate Saviour. His blessings He presents in the most alluring terms. He is not content merely to announce 

these blessings; He presents them in the most attractive way, to excite a desire to possess them. So His servants are 

to present the riches of the glory of the unspeakable Gift. The wonderful love of Christ will melt and subdue hearts, 

when the mere reiteration of doctrines would accomplish nothing. "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your 

God." "O Zion, that brings good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that brings good tidings, 

lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! . . . He shall 

feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom." Isaiah 40:1, 

9-11. Tell the people of Him who is "the Chiefest among ten thousand," and the One "altogether lovely." The Song 

of Solomon 5:10, 16. Words alone cannot tell it. Let it be reflected in the character and manifested in the life. 

Christ is sitting for His portrait in every disciple. Every one God has predestinated to be "conformed to the image 

of His Son." Romans 8:29. In every one Christ's long-suffering love, His holiness, meekness, mercy, and truth are 

to be manifested to the world.  {DA 826.3}   

 

     The first disciples went forth preaching the word. They revealed Christ in their lives. And the Lord worked with 

them, "confirming the word with signs following." Mark 16:20. These disciples prepared themselves for their work. 

Before the day of Pentecost they met together, and put away all differences. They were of one accord. They 

believed Christ's promise that the blessing would be given, and they prayed in faith. They did not ask for a blessing 

for themselves merely; they were weighted with the burden for the salvation of souls. The gospel was to be carried 

to the uttermost parts of the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was 

that the Holy Spirit was poured out, and thousands were converted in a day.  {DA 827.1}   

 

     So it may be now. Instead of man's speculations, let the word of God be preached. Let Christians put away their 

dissensions, and give themselves to God for the saving of the lost. Let them in faith ask for the blessing, and it will 
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come. The outpouring of the Spirit in apostolic days was the "former rain," and glorious was the result. But the 

"latter rain" will be more abundant. Joel 2:23.  {DA 827.2}  

  

     All who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to God will be constantly receiving a new endowment of physical and 

mental power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command. Christ gives them the breath of His own 

spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in heart and mind. The grace 

of God enlarges and multiplies their faculties, and every perfection of the divine nature comes to their assistance in 

the work of saving souls. Through co-operation with Christ they are complete in Him, and in their human weakness 

they are enabled to do the deeds of Omnipotence.  {DA 827.3}  

  

     The Saviour longs to manifest His grace and stamp His character on the whole world. It is His purchased 

possession, and He desires to make men free, and pure, and holy. Though Satan works to hinder this purpose, yet 

through the blood shed for the world there are triumphs to be achieved that will bring glory to God and the Lamb. 

Christ will not be satisfied till the victory is complete, and "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be 

satisfied." Isaiah 53:11. All the nations of the earth shall hear the gospel of His grace. Not all will receive His 

grace; but "a seed shall serve Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation." Psalm 22:30. "The kingdom 

and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 

of the Most High," and "the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." "So shall 

they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and His glory from the rising of the sun." Daniel 7:27; Isaiah 11:9; 

59:19.  {DA 827.4}  

 

     "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that brings good tidings, that publishes peace; that brings 

good tidings of good, that publishes salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigns! . . . Break forth into joy, sing 

together, ye waste places: . . . for the Lord hath comforted His people. . . . The Lord hath made bare His holy arm 

in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God." Isaiah 52:7-10.  {DA 

828.1} 
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