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Ever since she was a small girl, Hyun-
hee felt like she had to go to church on 

Sabbath. Her father was the pastor of a small 
church in South Korea, and she couldn’t stay 
at home or do whatever she wanted. 

As time passed, Hyun-hee grew tired of 
church and being a pastor’s daughter. She 
couldn’t understand why Dad answered 
the phone late at night and even worked 
on weekends and holidays. Feelings of 
bitterness and resentment filled her heart 
when a long-awaited family vacation 
was canceled because Dad, as the church 
pastor, couldn’t miss a funeral. She began to 
question her faith.

It was then that the 16-year-old girl 
arrived at a Seventh-day Adventist high 
school in South Korea’s capital, Seoul. For 
the first time, she was far from home, living 
in a dormitory. For the first time, she was 
studying at an Adventist school. There was 
no Adventist school in the town where her 
parents lived.

At first, the Adventist school seemed to be 
the same as public school with the exception 

that the teachers believed in God and the 
students gathered regularly for worship. 

At morning worship, however, Hyun-hee 
heard an announcement about something 
called “Kneelers.” She was curious to know 
more and, because she was shy, asked 
another girl to go with her to “Kneelers.” 

“Kneelers” turned out to be a student-
led prayer meeting in the conference room 
of the Adventist middle school located on 
the same campus as the high school. The 
conference room had pews like a church. 

About 30 teens, half girls and half boys, 
were sitting in the pews and singing when 
Hyun-hee and her friend arrived. A boy was 
playing a piano. 

Hyun-hee’s mouth dropped open. She 
usually didn’t sing during song service in her 
home church. She was the only teen there. 
But these teens were singing loudly. She had 
never seen such enthusiasm. Tears filled her 
eyes. She was homesick, and the music was 
like balm to her soul. In an instant, all her 
loneliness disappeared, and she felt at peace.

After the last song, the young people knelt 
and prayed silently for a moment. Then 
several teens took turns speaking about what 
God was doing in their lives. 
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Hyun-hee’s mouth dropped open again. 
She had never heard people her age talk 
about God in such a personal way. She 
thought, “They’re young, but they have faith 
and believe in God. They love God despite 
the struggles in their lives.”

After that, the teens divided into small 
groups for prayer. At her home church, 
Hyun-hee’s mind usually drifted off to other 
things during a prayer. But these teens 
clearly enjoyed praying, and they spoke 
to God with passion and earnestness. Her 
mouth dropped open again. 

As the hourlong meeting ended with more 
songs, Hyun-hee thought with astonishment, 
“These young people are more sincere and 
devoted to God than me.” She couldn’t wait 
for the next meeting. She thought, “This 
is living faith. I have found it. This is how 
Christians really live.”

As she kept going to the weekly “Kneelers” 
meeting, she discovered joy in worshiping 
God. She began to spend hours with Him, 
singing, listening to worship songs, and 
praying. She sensed God’s presence for the 
first time. She wept as she reflected on Jesus’ 
incredible love and sacrifice on the cross.

As time passed, she saw that teens and 
teachers alike prayed earnestly and praised 
God even amid problems. She got involved in 
various spiritual programs at the school and 
joined a student-led Bible study group.

As she wrapped up her first year at the 
high school, Hyun-hee found great joy in the 
worship programs. She eagerly participated 
in the weekly prayer meeting, the Bible study 
group, and other spiritual activities. Church 
was no longer tiring, and she looked forward 
to going every Sabbath.

Her favorite Bible passage is Philippians 
4:4–7, which says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. 
Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness 
be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God; 
and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 

S t o ry  T i p s
 Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map. 

 Pronounce Hyun-hee as: HYOUNG-hee.

 Download photos for this story from 
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mq.

 Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts  
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:  
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

 Know that this mission story illustrates 
the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic 
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To 
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective 
No. 6, “To increase accession, retention, 
reclamation, and participation of children, 
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual 
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and 
young adults place God first and exemplify 
a biblical worldview.” For more information, 
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

B e fo re  1 3 t h  S a b b a t h
 Remind everyone that their mission 

offerings are gifts to spread God’s Word 
around the world and that one-fourth of 
our Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will help 
five projects in the Northern Asia-Pacific 
Division. The projects are listed on page 3 
and on the back cover. 

 The narrator doesn’t need to memorize 
the story, but he or she should be familiar 
enough with the material so as not to have 
to read it. Alternatively, children and adults 
can act out the story.

 Before or after the story, use a map to 
show the places in the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division — Japan, Mongolia, South 
Korea, and Taiwan — that will receive 
the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering. You can 
download a mission map with the projects 
on Facebook at bit.ly/fb-mq.
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Future 13th Sabbath Projects
The Southern Asia-Pacific Division will be featured next quarter, and the Thirteenth 
Sabbath projects will include a health clinic in Brunei, and a preschool and Life Hope 
Center in Myanmar.

minds through Christ Jesus” (NKJV).
She believes that God sent her to the 

Adventist high school to teach her to live 
according to those verses. 

“God saw my wavering faith and helped 
me to understand His purpose,” she said. “I 
met God at the school, and I have learned to 
thank Him for everything.” 

Hyun-hee goes to Hankook Sahmyook 
Academy, which will receive part of today’s 
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to open a 
missionary training center and gym in Seoul, 
South Korea. Today’s offering also will support 
four other projects in the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division, including a shelter for single 
mothers in Ansan, South Korea; after-school 
centers at 14 schools in Japan; a children’s 
recreation center in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; 
and the establishment of an Adventist 
elementary school system in Taiwan. Thank 
you for your generous offering.

By Andrew McChesney

Fa s t  Fa c ts
 The presidential mansion in Seoul is 

called Cheong Wa Dae, or the Blue House, 
(literally “Cyan-tile Pavilion”) after the 
150,000 blue tiles used for its roof.

 Korean children learn Korean and English 
(and sometimes Mandarin) in school, and 
most people speak English fairly well, 
particularly in the cities.

 Korean women do not change their family 
name when they marry. If a married woman 
is called Mrs. Kim, it usually means that her 
surname at birth was Kim.

 Some of Korea’s iconic foods include kimchi, 
a traditional dish made with fermented 
vegetables and chillis; dak galbi, a spicy 
chicken stir-fry with sweet potatoes, rice 
cakes and vegetables; bulgogi, a grilled meat 
and vegetable dish; jajangmyeong, a very 
popular street food of noodles, vegetables, 
and fried pork or seafood in a thick black 
bean sauce; and bibimbap, a bowl of rice 
with different vegetables, served with fried 
or raw egg on top.

A view of the middle school at Hankook Sahmyook Academy in Seoul, South Korea. The academy will 
receive part of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to open a gym and missionary training center.


