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e Iberel grew annoyed during the Covid-19
lockdown. He studied at Tusgal School,
the only Seventh-day Adventist school in
Mongolia, and it was among the first to go
to online classes. He didn’t enjoy sitting in
front of the computer screen every day while
children who went to public school were
laughing and having fun.

He asked his mom if he could transfer to
the public school.

Mom said she didn’t mind, but Dad said
no. He was an Adventist pastor, and he was
studying far away from home at Andrews
University in the United States. Dad told Mom,
“I'm not in Mongolia to help you. But we can’t
risk our son’s future by sending him to public
school. He might pick up bad habits.” So,
Mom changed her mind and told Elberel that
he had to stay at the Adventist school.

Elberel, however, didn’t give up. He asked
Dad, “What about next year instead?”

Father didn’t relent.

Seeing it was useless to persist, Elberel
didn’t say anything more.
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But then the public school also went to
online classes, and Elberel no longer saw
other children laughing and having fun. The
feeling of urgency to change schools passed.

After the lockdown ended and all schools
reopened, Elberel began to think about public
school again. The problem was a girl in his
class. She seemed to like to argue with him
and to insult him.

After two months, Elberel had had enough.
He thought it would be easier to change schools
than to put up with the girl. He called his dad,
who was still studying at Andrews University.

“This girl keeps insulting me,” he said. “I
want to transfer to public school.”

Father tried to talk Elberel out of his plan.

“You can’t transfer for something as little as
that,” he said. “Even more kids will insult you
in public school.”

But Elberel didn’t give up, and Dad
relented. “I'll let you transfer next school
year,” he said.

Over the summer, Dad changed his
mind, but Elberel remained steadfast in his
determination to go to public school. He
had studied at the Adventist school since
second grade, and he was sure that it would



“be a healthy challenge for him to study
- somewhere else. He pleaded with Mom to
allow him to transfer. Finally, his parents
agreed, but Dad cautioned him to be careful.

“Ignore the kids who have bad habits,”
he said.

Elberel promised that he would.

The first day at public school came as a
shock to Elberel. Many of the boys in his class
seemed to be vaping all the time. They also
insulted each other constantly. After school,
they hung out and drank alcohol. Elberel
didn’t want those kind of friends.

Moreover, Elberel had a problem with
lunch. At the Adventist school, the children
received a vegetarian lunch in the cafeteria
every day, but the public school didn’t have
a cafeteria. Elberel had to look for a place to
buy food on the street.

As the days passed, Elberel realized that he
had another problem. The classwork wasn’t
challenging. He already knew everything
that was being taught.

After a month, Elberel had had enough. He
wished that he had listened to Dad, but he
felt embarrassed to admit that he had been
wrong. He prayed, “God, what should I do?
Should I stay in the public school, where I
am surrounded by bad influences and not
learning anything new? Or should I return
to the Adventist school and have to deal with
that girl?”

The next day, Mom asked Elberel about
his classes. Hearing that he wasn’t learning
anything new, she asked, “Would you like to
go back to the Adventist school?”

The question was like music to Elberel’s
ears. He sensed God was answering his
prayer. “Yes,” he said. “I want to go back.”

When Dad heard the news, he was happy.

“It isn’t too late,” he said. “You still can
go back.”

Elberel has to wait a few more days before
he can transfer back to Tusgal School. He
can’t wait — and he has a plan on how to
deal with the girl. “I plan to ignore her,” he
said. “My dad said she wouldn’t be as much
of a problem if I just ignored her.” %
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- Story Tips
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.
Pronounce Elberel as: EL-ber-el.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts from
the Northern Asia-Pacific Division: bit.ly/
nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Crowth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Crowth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Fast Facts

Mongolia is one of the world's highest
countries; its elevation averages 5,180 feet
(1,580 meters).

Genghis Khan, born Temujin in 1162, created
the Mongol Empire in 1206. It became the
largest empire in history, occupying about
22% of all land on Earth.

Mongolians emphasize affection toward

children. The average Mongolian family has
four children, and women who have five or
more children are called “honored mothers.”

Tusgal School, located in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, received part of a previous
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to grow with
new classrooms and a library. Thank you for
your Thirteenth Sabbath Offering this quarter,
which will help open a recreation center to
introduce children to Jesus in Ulaanbaatar.
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