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Shortly after James moved into his rented 
house, a next-door couple informed him 

that it was haunted.
“There are spirits living in your house,” 

said the husband.
“We have heard them many times at night, 

and we can’t sleep,” added the wife.
The couple spoke about hearing unusual 

voices, mysterious footsteps, and strange 
objects being dropped on the floor at night. 

James felt funny when he heard the reports 
about spirits. No one had lived in the house 
for quite some time, but he wasn’t worried. 
He was a student missionary and didn’t fear 
haunted houses or restless spirits. He had 
read in the Bible that the dead are sleeping 
in the ground until Jesus wakes them up, and 
he was sure God would protect him from any 
unexplainable noises. 

James thanked the couple for coming over. 
“I haven’t experienced anything like that,” 

he said.
James and a fellow student missionary had 

moved into the small wooden house for their 

one year of service on a remote island in the 
Philippines. The house was painted light gray, 
and it had a green roof. James slept in the 
bedroom, and the other missionary slept in 
the living room. The kitchen and bathroom 
were outside. No one in the community, 
including James and his friend, had electricity 
or running water. To charge their cell phones, 
they paid 10 pesos (about 17 U.S. cents) to 
hook them up to a generator at night. The 
town’s mayor lived on the same street.

The island was mostly populated by non-
Christians. But Christians lived on the island 
as well, and James’ mission assignment was 
to reach out to former Adventists. He was to 
meet them and to seek to renew their faith.

The next-door couple who spoke 
about spooky spirits belonged to another 
Christian denomination. Even though they 
weren’t Adventist and therefore part of the 
assignment, James and his friend tried to 
reach out to them by offering Bible studies. 
But the couple refused. They wouldn’t even 
accept a religious booklet.

So, James and his friend decided to share 
their daily devotions with the neighbors. They 
reasoned that if the walls of their house were 
so thin that the neighbors could hear strange 
noises at night, then the neighbors surely could 
hear their morning and evening devotions. 
The neighbors’ house also had thin walls, so 
the two missionaries could hear when the 
couple was awake. They timed their devotions 
accordingly. When they sang, they sang with 
all their hearts. When they read the Bible, they 
spoke loudly enough to be heard by a crowd.

Strange Noises at Night
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James prayed for the couple’s salvation. 
As the months passed, James didn’t notice 

anything unusual about his rented house. He 
didn’t sense any strange presence when he 
was alone. He didn’t hear any strange noises. 
The only sounds at night came from crickets, 
frogs, and other nocturnal creatures of God.

James and his friend spent the year 
praying with and encouraging former 
Adventists. They rejoiced to see the small 
community grow in its faith. 

Baptisms were not part of the mission 
assignment but, as James and his friend 
wrapped up their stay, two young people 
asked to be baptized. James was stunned. 
Both young people came from non-Adventist 
homes, and he thanked God for touching 
their hearts.

As for the next-door couple, James couldn’t 
tell if the loud singing and Bible discussions 
had had any impact. But as he prepared to 
leave, the couple begged him to stay.

“We have been able to sleep peacefully 
at night after you guys moved in,” the 
husband said.

“Please stay,” the wife said.
At that moment, James realized that God 

really was working on their hearts. 

Pray for the precious people of the 
Philippines, and especially unreached 
people groups in remote areas. Pray also for 
the missionaries who are trying to reach 
them with life-saving truth. James went to 
the island as part of the 1000 Missionary 
Movement, an organization that is part of the 
Southern Asia-Pacific Division, the recipient 
of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering. 
The 1000 Missionary Movement seeks to 
train and send 1,000 missionaries across the 
division every year. The 1000 Missionary 
Movement center where James was trained 
to be a missionary was constructed near 
the Philippine capital, Manila, with the 
assistance of a Thirteenth Sabbath Offering 
in 1996. Thank you for planning a generous 
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering for the Southern 
Asia-Pacific Division on June 28. By Andrew McChesney

S t o ry  T i p s 
 Show Philippines on the map.

 Watch a short YouTube video with James 
on the campus of the 1000 Missionary 
Movement near Manila, Philippines, at:  
bit.ly/James-SSD.

 Download photos for this story from 
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mq.

 Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts  
from the Southern Asia-Pacific Division:  
bit.ly/ssd-2025.

 Know that this mission story illustrates 
the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic 
plan: Mission Objective No. 1, “To revive the 
concept of worldwide mission and sacrifice 
for mission as a way of life involving not 
only pastors but every church member, 
young and old, in the joy of witnessing 
for Christ and making disciples”; Mission 
Objective No. 2, “To strengthen and 
diversify Adventist outreach … across the 
10/40 Window”; and Spiritual Growth 
Objective No. 5, “To disciple individuals and 
families into Spirit-filled lives.” For more 
information, go to the website: IWillGo.org.

M i s s i o n  Po s t
 In 1905, G. A. Irwin, president of the 

Australasian Union Conference, visited 
the Philippines on his way to the General 
Conference, where he recommended that 
Seventh-day Adventists begin work on the 
islands by sending colporteurs to Manila.

 R. A. Caldwell, from Australia, arrived later 
in 1905 and sold Spanish-language health 
and religious books.

 In the mid-1920s, there was a shortage of 
Bibles in the Filipino languages because the 
Christian publishing house in Japan that 
printed them had been destroyed in an 
earthquake in September 1923. 
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