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ittle Boy felt so sad. His hands itched, his
feet itched, and he didn’t know what to
do to make the itching go away.

Little Boy and his family lived far away
from any hospital. They lived far away
from any doctors and nurses. They lived in
a village high up in the mountains of the
Philippines. The other boys and girls in the
village also had itchy hands and itchy feet.
No one knew what to do about it.

Then one day two young women came to
the village. Little Boy heard them say that they
were missionaries from far away. He heard
them say that they would live for a year in his
village. Then one of them looked directly at
him and invited him to hear stories about God.

“Come to the mountain river that flows
beside the village, and be sure to invite your
friends,” she said with a bright smile.

Before long, Little Boy and a dozen other
children were sitting on the rocky bank of
the river with the two missionaries. Little
Boy listened with interest as one missionary
opened a book with colorful pictures and
began to read a story about God. But then his
hand began to itch. He scratched it. His foot
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Little Boy

“Scratch, Scratch, Scratch

began to itch. He scratched it, too. Then his
other hand and foot itched, and he scratched
them. The other children also felt itchy,

and they all scratched and scratched and
scratched. It was hard to listen to the story
about God while they were scratching.

The missionaries noticed that the children
were distracted by their itches, and they
looked closely at their hands and feet.

“I have an idea,” said one of the
missionaries. “I saw a similar rash when
I was a small girl in my village. We boiled
guava leaves in water, and then bathed our
hands and feet in the water. Let’s try it here.”

The two missionaries asked the children
if they had guava trees in the village. Little
Boy eagerly pointed out a guava tree. The
missionaries picked leaves and told the
children to fetch basins or buckets or bowls
at home. Little Boy scampered off.

When he returned, he found the
missionaries boiling guava leaves in a large
pot of water. Then the missionaries removed
the pot from the fire and waited for the
water to cool down. While they waited, the
missionaries taught the kids happy songs



about God. Then the missionaries poured
water into the children’s basins and buckets
and bowls. “Let’s pray to God for help,” one
said. The other showed the children how

to close their eyes and fold their hands.

She prayed, “Dear God, please heal these
children. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Little Boy and the other children put his
hands into their containers and waited 20
minutes. Then they changed the water,
put their feet in the containers, and waited
another 20 minutes. The time flew by as
they sang merrily about God.

Every day after that, the missionaries
boiled leaves, prayed, and bathed the
children’s hands and feet. They showed all
the mommies how to do the same. After two
weeks, the white bumps left the children’s
hands and feet. Everyone was so happy!

Then the missionaries invited the children
to come back to the riverbank to hear
stories about God. Little Boy went. Now he
could listen attentively because he was no
longer distracted by itchy hands and feet. He
wanted to know more about the God who
had heard the missionaries’ prayers and
healed him. %

The two young women who helped Little
Boy were trained to be missionaries at a
center built with the help of a Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering in 1986. Thank you for
planning a generous Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering on June 28 that will help more
children know about Jesus in Asia.

By Andrew McChesney

@ AMAZING COUNTRY

The national bird is the Philippine eagle, the
national flower is Sambac jasmine, and the
national tree is the narra, or Philippine mahogany. #%
The endangered Philippine eagle (pictured), which
eats monkeys, is barely surviving deforestation.

Story Tips

AMsda.org/C25

Show the Philippines on the map. Then
show the Sierra Madre, the country’s longest
mountain range, where Little Boy lives.

Know that Little Boy belongs to the
Dumagat tribe, an unreached people
group whose traditional faith is animism.
The missionaries in the story are Filipino
volunteers with the 1000 Missionary
Movement, which received part of the
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering for its training
center in Silang, Philippines.

Watch a short YouTube video with one of

the missionaries, Bam-Bam, from this story:

bit.ly/Bam-Bam-SSD.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Southern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/ssd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church’s “| Will Go” strategic plan:
Mission Objective No. 2, “To strengthen
and diversify Adventist outreach ... among
unreached and under-reached people
groups”; Spiritual Growth Objective No.

5, “To disciple individuals and families

into Spirit-filled lives”; Spiritual Growth
Objective No. 6, “To increase accession,
retention, reclamation, and participation

of children, youth, and young adults”; and
Spiritual Growth Objective No. 7, “To help
youth and young adults place God first and
exemplify a biblical worldview.” For more
information, go to the website: IWillCo.org.
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